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Period  dealing  with  the 
Admiralty  Islands  and  others 
of  the  Mandated  Territory  of 
New  Guinea. 
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Feb.  12  - 25  Rabaul  New  Britain 

" 25  Apr.  19  Enroute  States. 

Apr.  20  Reached  Museum  New  York 


1.  Resume,  Map  and  birds  of  Lolobau  Island  and  area  of 
Volcano  'Father'  - North  coast  New  Britain.  fJps  X H 9 - 

2.  Resume,  Map  and  collections  Rooke  Island  Dampier 

Z-5S'  U> ! 

Straits.  Report  of  Heim  Islet  north  of  Rooke  Island. 

3.  Report  and  Map  of  collections  on  Long  Island  - North 

East  coast  New  Guinea  - including  list  of  Native 
Names  of  birds  from  this  Island.  X <o  X - ^9° 

4.  Resume,  Map,  Collections,  Native  Names  - birds 

Manus  Admiralty  Islands.  ^ 9 / 31  3 ■ 

5.  Resume,  Map,  Collections,  Native  Names.  Rambutyo 
Island,  Nauna  Island,  San  Miguel  Group  - 
Admiralty  Islands,  3 l ^ - 33  1- 

6.  Resume,  Map,  Collections  and  Native  Names  of  the 

Anchorite  and  Hermit  Groups  Birmarck  Archipelago. 
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7.  Resume,  Map,  Collections  and  Native  Names  of 
Ninigo  or  Exchiquer  Group,  Bismarck  Archipelago.  3f(a  - 

8.  Resume,  Map,  Collections  and  Native  Names, 

Lihir  Group  - Northeast  of  New  Ireland.  Bismarck 
Archipelago.  HSl, 
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9.  Resume,  Map,  Collections  and  Native  Names 

Tabar  Group,  Northeast  of  New  Ireland,  ‘-f  S X - 

10.  Resume,  Map,  Collections  and  Native  Names 
Tanga  Group,  Northeast  of  New  Ireland.  *-/  fo  3 - ^ 9 

11.  List  of  birds,  eggs  collected  while  with  the 
Whitney  Expedition.  V 7 o — 7 2l  . 

12.  List  of  Mammals  collected  while  with  the 
Whitney  Expedition.  H 7 3 - 7 6~. 
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1933. 

October  1 (Sunday)  Rabaul. 

To  the  north  coast  of  the  Gazelle  peninsula 
this  morning  to  Mrs.  Suker's  plantation  at  Kabakakaul 
where  I hoped  to  find  Mrs.  Parkinson.  Unfortunately, 
the  old  lady  was  not  there  as  had  been  previously  re- 
ported to  me.  Ever  since  coming  to  Rabaul  I have  been 
attempting  to  get  in  touch  with  her.  at  one  time  or  an- 
other. 

Mrs.  Parkinson  was  at  one  time,  the  wife  of  a 
rather  distinguished  German  naturalist  and  is  herself  a 
Samoan  by  birth.  She  has  the  reputation  of  being  a flu- 
ent linguist  as  far  as  native  dialects  are  concerned  and 
has  traveled  a great  deal  in  the  interior  of  the  various 
islands  of  the  Bismarck  Archipelago. 

I was  particularly  anxious  to  talk  with  the  old 
lady  before  proceeding  to  the  Admiralty  Islands,  Hermit 
and  Ninigo  Groups,  to  obtain  what  information  she  could 
give  me  about  these  places.  So  few  people  have  visited 
these  islands  that  it  is  difficult  to  gain  much  idea  of 
conditions  in  these  parts  of  the  group. 

In  the  afternoon  called  at  the  'Pato'  again  and 
found  Capt.  Mackenzie  at  work  on  his  engine.  He  has  now 
practically  completed  his  task  of  rebuilding  this  instru- 
ment and  will  be  ready  for  sea  the  first  thing  Tuesday 
morning.  This  motive  power  is  a crude  oil  burning  semi 
Diezel  "Scaudia"  of  an  early  type. 
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.Mackenzie  has  the  reputation  of  being  a very 
good  engineer  therefore,  I have  no  worries  regarding  his 
ability  to  keep  the  machine  in  motion  once  it  is  working 
properly . 

Practically  all  of  our  effects  are  now  stored  on 
board,  so  that  we  can  pick  up  our  sleeping  gear  from 
shore  and  get  away  at  a few  minutes'  notice  when  neces- 
sary. As  far  as  supplies  are  concerned,  this  little 
28-ton  vessel  is  about  filled  with  gear,  fuel  oil,  gro- 
ceries, trade  goods,  ammunition,  storage  cases  for  birds' 
skins  and  material  for  working  on  specimens. 

October  2 (Monday)  Rabaul 

Our  time  engaged  with  last  minute  effects  — 
perishable  articles,  such  as  meat  and  vegetables.  The 
butcher  has  made  up  a 25-pound  bag  of  salt  pork  and  an- 
other keg  of  the  same  weight  of  beef  tongues.  On  top 
of  that  we  will  have  25  pounds  of  serai-fresh  butter  put 
down  in  salt  brine.  Mrs.  Coultas  purchased  6 dozen  eggs 
dipped  these  in  hot  paraphine,  and  packed  the  lot  in  dry 
salt.  These  will  be  excellent  later  on  when  we  desire 
eggs  and  can't  procure  them  from  the  natives. 

I also  arranged  for  MacKenzie  to  obtain  a dyna- 
mite license  which  I shall  bear  the  expense  of.  With 
dynamite  we  may  be  assured  of  fresh  fish  at  regular  in- 
tervals. With  fish,  we  will  not  only  have  fresh  meat 
for  the  crew  and  ourselves,  but  will  sometimes,  when 
there  is  an  abundance,  be  able  to  trade  the  surplus 
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,t,o  natives  for  fresh  vegetables  and  other  necessities. 

There  will  be  times,  also  when  we  can  smoke  a large 
catch  and  thereby  have  a supply  on  hand  as  a reserve 
when  the  ship  is  at  sea  or  anchored  in  a place  devoid 
of  good  fishing  ground. 

'It  is  surprising  how  few  outstation  people  take 
advantage  of  the  possibility  of  smoked  fish  as  provender 
for  their  indentured  labor  or  themselves. 

By  evening  we  had  everything  on  board  ready  to 
sail  the  first  instance  in  the  morning.  I believe  we 
now  have  the  best  equipped  unit  we  have  ever  had  at  time 
of  leaving  port. 

October  3 (Tuesday)  A--K — Pato. 

With  our  sleeping  gear  and  last  minute  effects 
aboard  ship  and  put  to  sea  a little  before  9 A.M.  Ours 
is  a crowded  ship  when  all  is  on  board,  but  as  we  continue 
°n  and  use  up  our  supplies,  we  will  have  more  room  above 
and  below  decks. 

The  newly  conditioned  engine  will  have  to  be  run 
slowly  for  a few  days  until  it  is  thoroughly  worn  in. 

There  are,  quite  naturally,  a number  of  adjustments  to  be 
made  in  the  beginning. 

We  were  able  to  get  out  of  Rabaul ,( Simpson  Har- 
bor) and  Blanch  Bay  before  the  engine  developed  trouble 
with  the  water  line  and  forced  us  to  put  into  Matupi  Har- 
bor about  3 o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Once  here  we  anchor- 
ed  for  the  night. 
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Even  with  such  a small  vessel  we  found  living 
conditions  quite  agreeable.  There  are  only  two  small 
dunks  in  the  cabin  which  necessitates  Mac  and  I sleep- 
ing up  forward  on  platforms  on  a parallel  with  the  en- 
gine room  hatch. 

The  cabin  itself  is  of  sufficient  size  to  hold 
a large  table,  which  would,  if  necessary  accommodate  6 
people.  There  is  a large  size  stores  locker  there  as 
well.  MacKenzie  £as  so  built  his  large  cabin  house  aft 
that  we  have  a shower  room  over  the  stern  of  the  ship. 

Quite  naturally,  there  are  plenty  of  disadvan- 
tages on  a small  vessel  of  this  type.  We  live  in  close 
proximity  and  cannot  help  but  get  on  one  another's  nerves 
as  time  goes  on.  When  the  engine  is  running,  the  fumes 
and  the  heat  generated  by  this  instrument,  circulate  back 
through  the  cabin  and  make  life  miserable  for  any  one  oc- 
cupying that  space  at  the  time. 

We  found  that  by  sitting  on  the  main  hatch,  for- 
ward of  the  engine  room,  we  could  be  quite  comfortable 
except  when  we  ran  into  a rain  squall. 

October  4 (Wednesday)  To  Makada. 

MacKenzie  got  his  engine  going  again  early  to 
take  us  to  the  island  of  Makada  in  the  Duke  of  York 
group  where  we  wish  to  pick  up  a few  small  pigs.  These 
will  be  used  for  the  table  later  on,  and  also  for  trade 
with  the  natives. 


En  route,  the  flap  valves  on  the 
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starboard  side  of  the  engine  gave  out  which  necessitated 
our  sailing  the  rest  of  the  day,  to  anchor  in  the  eve- 
ning at  Sterns  Plantation  and  not  Martin's  as  we  had 
originally  intended. 

Mr.  Sterns  was  able  to  supply  the  leather  for 
the  engine  which  elirainted  the  need  of  sending  a boat 
back  to  Rabaul. 

We  have  indeed,  been  having  a distressing  be- 
ginning to  this  present  venture,  but  continue  to  hope 
that  we  will  progress  favorably  once  we  are  well  started 

October  5 (Thursday)  Makada. 

Mac  at  work  on  his  flap  valves;  the  rest  of  us 
engaged  in  sundry  duties  about  the  ship.  The  engine  job 
was  finished  in  the  evening. 

October  6 (Friday)  Mioko  to  Sea. 

To  Mioko  early  in  the  morning  where  we  obtained 
our  pigs  and  thence  to  sea. 

It  is  my  plan  to  sail  down  the  north  coast  of 
New  Britain  to  Long  Island,  collect  there;  thence  on  to 
Schouten  Islands  and  into  the  Admiralty  Group.  This 
could  be  accomplished  very  nicely  with  the  failing  south 
east  wind  as  an  aid  to  our  progress.  By  such  a plan 
we  will  be  able  to  work  along  the  south  coast  of  Manus 
Island  during  the  north  west  season  when  the  protection 
of  that  island  will  be  advantageous  to  us. 

During  the  afternoon  we  made  fine  progress  under 
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.sail,  up  the  St. George  Channel  and  around  the  north 
end  of  the  Gazelle  peninsula.  Our  course  was  set  to 
pass  between  Uatom  Island  and  the  mainland  of  New  Brit- 
ain and  thence  inside  the  reefs  off  the  coast  of  the 
North  Bainings. 

October  7 (Saturday)  To  Lolobau 

A pleasant  day  of  sailing  which  took  us  past  the 
Bainings  and  the  Talele  Islands  in  the  general  direction 
of  Lolobau  Island.  The  wind  died  during  the  night  so 
we  made  little  progress. 

October  8 (Sunday)  Lolobau. 

Reached  the  island  about  the  middle  of  the 
morning  and  dropped  anchor  on  a reef  lying  along  the 
south-east  side  of  the  island.  Here  we  will  remain  a 
couple  of  days  while  I make  a search  for  Lorius  amabilis 
and  undertake  a short  survey  of  this  island  as  well. 

It  is  my  belief  that  this  Lory  might  be  here.  The  type 
of  this  species  was  taken  just  three  miles  away  on  the 

mainland.  The  counterpart  (Domicella^  has  been  observed 
migrating  across  greater  bodies  of  water  than  the  short 
distance  between  these  two  bits  of  land. 

Ourselves  ashore  for  a brief  time  in  the  after- 
noon. The  boys  accompanied  us  and  obtained  a number 
of  Ducula  van  wyckii  which  we  will  use  for  food.  We  met 
with  very  few  natives.  The  only  ones  living  on  the 
island  are  a very  poor  lot  who  have  constructed  make- 
shift homes  along  the  beach.  These  people  are  runaways 
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from  the  mainland, who  were  driven  out  most  prohahly 
years  ago  during  some  feud  with  their  neighbors.  They 
till  no  gardens  but  depend  entirely  upon  cocoanuts, 
fish  and  other  marine  forms  for  their  daily  sustenance. 

October  9 (Monday)  Lolobau. 

I sent  the  boys  ashore  first  thing  in  the  morn- 
ing to  erect  a tent-fly  and  put  up  one  table.  We  will, 
in  the  future,  keep  a tent-fly  and  table,  with  chairs, 
handy  aboard  the  boat  for  use  ashore  on  the  beach,  when 
we  are  to  skin  and  prepare  specimens.  The  ship  is  a 
trifle  too  small  for  this  activity  except  in  extreme 
cases  when  we  can  not  prepare  them  elsewhere. 

Myself  with  the  two  natives  hunting  most  of 
the  day.  The  island  is  covered  with  a luxuriant  growth 
of  tall  heavy  timber.  Underneath  the  trees  the  ground  is 
beset  by  veritable  shambles  of  thorny  vines  and  bushes. 

We  were  required  to  cut  a path  for  every  inch  of  dis- 
tance traversed.  The  ground  itself  was  excellent  for 
walking,  being  a long,  level  gradual  slope  up  the  sides 
of  an  extinct  volcanoe.  This  one  reaches  a height  of 
3700  feet. 

During  the  day  I obtained  an  example  of  Eudynamis 
and  a ftenicophaps  f orsteri.  The  latter,  I never  ex- 
pected to  find  here.  These  two,  with  observations 
of  other  species,  convinces  me  that  the  birds  of  Lolobau 
are  the  same  as  the  ornis  of  New  Britain. 

We  were  beset  by  another  impediment  in  the  form 
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of  a small  stinging  gnat.  This  one  was  almost  tpo  small 
to  see  but  whose  bite  smarted  like  fire  once  it  touched 
our  flesh. 

October  10  (Tuesday)  Lolobau. 

Hunting  till  noon  with  no  sign  as  yet  of  Lorius 
amabilis . Siap  obtained  a fine  example  of  Cocomantis 
while  I secured  several  Micropsitta  pusio. 

The  natives  here  appear  to  have  no  conception 
of  the  ornis  of  their  island,  since  I presume  they  rare- 
ly if  ever  penetrate  far  into  the  bush. 

I concluded  at  noon  to  return  to  the  ship,  weigh 
anchor  and  proceed  the  three  miles  across  the  straits  to 
the  base  of  the  volcano,  'Father'  where  we  can  spend  a 
few  days  advantageously,  seeking  the  red-head  Lory. 

This  we  did  in  a short  time. 

Myself  ashore  in  the  evening  and  into  the  bush 
where  I located  several  nepa  palms  and  one  very  tall 
Quela  tree  that  are  used  by  Domicella  as  a roosting  site. 

Although  I obtained  a number  of  specimens  I 
saw  none  that  showed  any  variation  in  the  plumage. 

Using  dynamite,  the  boats  crew  obtained  over  a 
thousand  pounds  of  fish  which  they  smoked  during  the 
night..  Our  boys  made  a camp  for  us  on  the  beach. 

October  11  (Wednesday)  Volcano 'Father ' 

I had  progressed  but  a few  feet  into  the  bush 
this  morning  when  I ran  across  an  adult  and  a juvenile 
^igow&ry . The  boys  were  sent  into  the  bush  to  hunt 
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October  12  (Thursday)  Volcano  ’Father'. 

Siap  remained  in  camp  all  morning  to  help  Mrs. 
Coultas  finish  fleshing  the  Cassowary.  Once  scraped 
and  cleaned  with  gasolene,  the  bird  was  stretched  out 
on  the  hot  white  sand  and  dried  nicely. 

I,  into  the  bush  with  Yawa  and  hunted  for  the 
red-headed  Lory.  We  shot  over  30  Domicella  without 
finding  any  variation  so  concluded  to  pull  up  the  tent 
and  continue  on  our  way  down  the  coast  first  thing  in 
the  morning. 

Lorius  amabilis  has  since  been  classed  as  a va- 
riation of  Domicella ; but  at  the  time  I was  searching 
for  it  I was  in  a quandary  over  the  fact  that  I could 
find  no  specimens  even  in  the  type  locality.  It  is 
strange  too,  that  I never  observed  an  example  of  this 
species  in  other  parts  of  New  Britain. 

October  13  (Friday)  To  Talasea. 

Mac  started  the  engine  at  5 A.M.  and  made  a 
good  day's  run  with  engine  and  sail  to  reach  the  tip 
end  of  the  Talasea  peninsula,  just  at  dark.  When 
just  off  the  three  small  islands  situated  there,  we  ran 
into  a heavy  downpour  of  rain  and  concluded  to  anchor 
for  the  night  because  of  the  extensive  reefs  in  these 
waters. 

We  had  a most  miserable  night  of  rain  and  ex- 
ceedingly strong  ground  swells  which  caused  the  vessel 
to  roll  and  pitch  all  night  long.  We  could  do  noth- 
ing but  await  daylight  to  get  under  way  again. 


uU  -cl  osjaxt..  bn  £ 


os  sonO  .^wo***  .«♦ 

>»•««  «>»  b'-tijcr  «»  <Mlw  *" 

, 

Y xiifiw  iieircf  9;14  o4ni  ,1 

lyciiJ  iw  fllleoimoQ  0£  "i- vc  lo.  <j  sW  .^loJ  be6*®ri-6«T 
■ 

. n noss  6.  ’ 

. •;  - >.  lo  ns  so'  09 ale  e&d  s i o Id. qcijb  a' l ie 

. 

tlaco  I dtJBfifl  IOJSI  3ill  TOVO  ’{IBOJI  ..  £ f!  I earn  14*  . * 

• 9 q Y .7  5 .:  v on  . 

oxdl  to  slqmflxa  nj&  bsvisa cfo  isvsi  I j an4  ,ool  9',rs»V* 

♦ 

• - 


qx+  3 4.4  XIO^OT  o 1 Use  f-ns  snians  rt4Jt»  run  a ' tc.-v 


Ioenln»q  Bta»I»T  ».u  1o  bn. 

•,***?  »»■>*»«•  «#«X«1  a«w  Mitt  ,tt  no  4.0l 

T1"™  °;  tn“  *o  ureqnwb  Y»K,ri  a 0;,  ( 

ejaax'l  as  elesa  svianaly-:  -nri+ 

8Xtf  lo  961/0064  4xl£ln  9 4 "!0l 

.815 l£* 


- <,#  r,t_,  - ;osln  ■ ./t,48l„  3eo„  , ^ J 

cm/oia  ano-Us  x*sni£>eea 

“ ion  ofc  blxioo  sV- 


' 1 J ‘r  • -■s  4oliq  bns  l_ oi  cl 

' 

ftiStlXab  llawfi  4«i  ani 


|0 


October  14  (Saturday)  West  of  Talasea. 

Started  the  engine  at  daylight  to  clear  the  is- 

lands and  then  used  the  sails  all  day  to  pass  around  the 
tip  of  the  peninsula  and  well  down  the  western  side,  where 
we  located  a well  shelted  anchorage  under  the  largest  vol- 
cano of  the  group  and  spent  a highly  desirable  and  quiet 
night. 

With  a larger  vessel,  the  size  of  the  'France' 
one  puts  to  sea  and  remains  there  till  the  destination 

is  reached.  With  a small  ship,  the  size  of  the  'Pato' 

one  hugs  the  land  and  anchors  at  night  to  keep  off  the 
reefs.  Very  few  of  these  small  coastal  boats  attempt 
to  run  their  course  after  dark. 

October  15  (Sunday)  To  Cape  Rault 

We  left  our  anchorage  at  daylight  with  the  en- 
gine running  very  well  and  continued  with  good  progress 
to  reach  Cape  Rault  just  before  dark. 

During  the  afternoon  the "eccentric"  of  the  en- 
gine cracked  which  means  that  we  must  get  somewhere  soon 
and  anchor  for  a few  days  while  this  is  being  repaired. 

I still  hold  to  the  old  theory  that  internal  combustion 
marine  engines  have  not  reached  the  stage  of  perfection 
where  they  may  be  termed  reliable. 

October  16  (Monday)  Bergen  Bay. 

Mackenzie  repairs  the  engine  in  the  morning  and 
continues  on  with  the  ship  to  reach  §ergen  Bay  late  in 
the  afternoon. 

Mrs.  Coultas  and  I visit  the  outlying  sand  banks 
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'in  the  evening  to  see  what  these  have  to  offer  in  the  way 
of  ornithology.  We  find  Roseate  terns  Demiegretta  and  a 
few  curlews.  There  are  no  signs  of  petrels  coming  in 
from  the  ocean  to  roost.  Every  morning  we  see  some  sign 
of  a black  petrel  skimming  over  the  water  but  can  find 
no  one  who  has  ever  located  the  roosting  site.  They  must 
though,  use  one  or  more  of  these  sandy  spits  that  lie  out 
from  the  mainland  along  the  north  coast  of  New  Britain. 

October  17  (Tuesday)  To  Kalenge. 

Ashore  the  first  thing  in  the  morning  to  dyna- 
mite fish  and  obtain  a number  of  native  vegetables.  These 
procured  we  proceeded  on  and  around  the  coast  to  Kalenge 
on  the  western  end  of  New  Britain  and  on  the  Dampier 

straits.  If  luck  is  with  us  and  we  have  a 

calm  day  we  hope  to  cross  Dampier  straits  tomorrow. 

The  Dampier  straits  are  the  most  dreaded  of 
waters  for  small  boats  in  this  part  of  the  Pacific. 
Situated  in  a draw  between  the  mountainous  mainland  of 
New  Guinea  and  the  same  on  New  Britain,  the  wind  liter- 
ally howls  through  here  at  most  times  of  year.  In  doing 
so  the  wind  kicks  up  a fairly  good  sea  and  when  tide  and 
wind  and  sea  get  together,  one  can  experience  a most  mis- 
erable time  of  it.  Stranger  still,  no  survey  has  been 
made  in  these  waters  since  1875  which  allows  for  many  pos- 
sible dangers  unknown  to  sea  men  even  yet. 
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'•October  18  (Wednesday)  To  Rook  Island. 

We  leave  Kalenge  anchorage  early  in  the  morning 
and  pass  close  to  Ritter  Island  on  the  way  across  the 
straits . 

Ritter  is  now  the  remnant  of  an  active  volcano 
which  blew  up  about  the  year  1880.  At  present  only  a 
small  fragment  of  the  cone  remains  above  water.  This 
visible  portion  is  not  over  200  yards  long,  100  feet 
wide  and  150  feet  above  water.  There  is  as  yet,  no 
vegetation  growing  on  the  rocks.  These  are  black  and 
barren  and  show  no  sign  of  bird  life  having  used  them 
for  roosting  or  nesting  grounds. 

Natives  of  Rookem  Sakar  and  New  Britain  hold 
any  number  of  superstitions  regarding  Ritter  — none 
of  these  natives  visit  the  island  either;  consequently 
I could  gather  no  information  regarding  bird  life  there. 
I had  hoped  to  get  ashore  for  a few  minutes  but  MacKenzi 
was  afraid  to  draw  in  too  close  with  his  ship  -because 
of  the  fear  of  shallow  ground  so  I had  to  forego  the 
pleasure.  There  is  a possibility  that  petrels  might 
use  this  island  for  a roosting  and  nesting  ground.  At 
least  one  sees  them  early  in  the  morning  everywhere  in 
the  Dampier  straits. 

We  continued  on  to  reach  Luther  anchorage  at 
the  northern  end  of  Rooke  Island,  late  in  the  afternoon. 
1 went  ashore  for  a few  minutes  and  both  observed  and 
heard  the  nighthawk,  Caprimulgus . 
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.bird  has  .not  been  collected  on  this  island  previously. 

At  present  there  are  no  natives  living  at  the 
northern  end  of  Rooke  Island  which  does  not  indicate  a 
very  propitious  site  for  a camp.  Yet,  this  island  is 
by  far  the  best  for  anchorage  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

There  is  too,  the  little  sand  lay  called  Heim 
Islet  lying  three  miles  distance  away  which  should  be 
visited  at  this  time. 

October  19  (Thursday)  Heim  Islet. 

Sent  the  boys  ashore  the  first  thing  in  the 
morning  to  cut  firewood  and  tent  poles.  We  will  go 
over  to  the  little  sandy  island  called  Heim  Islet  and 
remain  there  two  or  three  days  in  hopes  that  we  can  ob- 
tain sea  birds  and  petrels,  if  these  birds  come  to  the 
island  at  night  to  roost.  It  is  generally  known  that 
this  stretch  of  land  is  a sea  bird  nesting  site  at  va- 
rious seasons  of  the  year. 

We  reached  the  island  after  three-quarters  of 
an  hour's  sailing  and  went  ashore  with  a tent,  beds, 
fresh  water  and  three  days'  supply  of  food.  It  is  our 
plan  to  collect  sea  birds  at  night  and  use  our  time 
while  Mac  is  working  on  his  'eccentric'. 

Heim  Islet  is  a tiny  coral  reef  entirely  cover- 
ad  with  white  sand.  It  does  not  rise  more  than  3 feet 
above  high  tide;  is  barren  except  for  five  scraggly  trees 


need  Son, 


. 


oo 


. sad  bn  id 


i rid  dr.9E.9nq  dA 


9ifd  di>  anivil  aevidan  on  ens  ?ns 
j5  sdBoibni  Jon  eoob  rioiriw  bocls  a.-oofl  '.©  ’..a*  on#,  non 

. jt  a no 'i  • qonc  fill 

. n*t  Xd 

mis;  bell-so  xjsI  ones  sfddil  erid  ,ood  ai  eneri'i 
acf  bli/oria  iloxiiw  sonsdaib  e©  ii.t.  ?snx  J «;  ..  i '.X  del 

• a . id  eirid  dja  bedieiv 


. J t i --  . TlXf  i 


v Y&.oenxxriT  , 


<2J[  neaojoO 


arid  i j;  snirid  Janix  arid  a ho  n p. -c  . arfj  d.isS 


v®9 ioq  dried  one  boowsnit  j xr©  od  anintoa? 
j.  us  . oXa  . mieB  beliso  bnslai  ^fcnae  elddil  arid  od  n *tc 
"d0  aw  aaqori  ai  E^ab  ssnrid  no  owd  en©rid  r Uv*i 

*d“  0J-  e"00  einirf  ®a»^f  ^ , alsnd sq  bra  sbnid  ua  ni*-’ 

- 

J*  sdia  aniveect  bnxcf  aas  a ei  baal  to  xbdetda  aid 

• * 9 \.  J - r - r,.' 


XXJ 


• --c.  ,o  vqcfUE  ‘3%sfi  s«iiij  trie  -»  J sn 
' 

- . i J s©e  doslioo  od  naiq 
^oindaeooe*  airi  ilC 
-lavoo  vxlsnidne  taon  Xe~ to; 

S aarij  a- 


0 V**  * 8i  deiel  «i»H 
:otn  ®axn  don  eaob 

„r  0 •$**«  edlriw  di, 

--n  ilsgmoa  svit  -.o'*  +- 

10  - ^q®=xa  Hennao  ai 


« a b i J ri^  i.  • * vo,:  £ 


_ 


.and  a few  low  bushes;  is  about  400  yards  long  and  100 
yards  wide. 

The  island  has  been  definitely  a rookery  for 
noddy  terns  and  man  o war  birds.  Everywhere  we  see 
wings  and  bones  of  terns  and  frigate  birds.  In  the 

bushes  and  trees  there  are  nests  with  dead  birds  in  them. 
Some  are  juveniles,  others,  adults.  We  surmise  that 
there  must  have  been  an  epidemic  among  the  birds  while 
they  were  nesting.  The  time  could  not  have  been  too 
many  weeks  ago  either  from  the  condition  in  which  we 
found  the  bodies. 

After  putting  up  our  tent  we  had  naught  to  do 
but  wait  for  evening  when  we  expected  the  roosting  birds 
to  arrive.  Unfortunately  for  us,  not  a single  individ- 
ual of  any  species  put  in  its  appearance  even  after 
dark.  It  was  most  disheartening  to  be  stuck  out  there 
with  no  birds  coming  in  to  roost. 

October  20  Friday)  Heim  Islet. 

This  was  a most  distressing  day  all  round. 

There  were  no  birds;  not  even  a straggler  came  close 
enough  to  the  island  to  be  collected.  The  ammonia 
fumes  were  severe  enough  to  give  us  all  dry  throats  and 
bring  on  a general  smarting  of  the  eyes.  Our  only  hope 
°f  getting  away  from  this  was  to  remain  on  the  windward 
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side  of  the  island*  There,  without  any  protection,  we 
found  the  heat  of  the  sun  to  be  oppressive,  on  the  white 
sand. 

Evening  brought  us  relief  from  the  heat  but  not 
the  ammonia  fumes.  No  birds  arrived  but  the  wind  and 
rain  did.  As  our  tent  was  pitched  on  the  sand  with  no 
large  stones  available  to  hold  the  guy  ropes  secure,  we 
had  a hard  time  of  it  to  keep  the  tent  from  blowing  away 
during  the  night. 

October  21  (Saturday)  Rooke  ' Island. 

The  wind  during  the  night  set  up  sufficient  sea 
to  cause  me  some  concern.  I deemed  it  advisable  to  get 
away  from  here  at  once,  before  we  were  marooned.  There- 
fore, I set  up  a smoke  signal  for  Mackenzie  to  come  for 
me  and  he  did. 

The  running  surf  caused  us  considerable  trouble 
as  we  could  not  land  a boat  on  the  beach.  By  wading  and 
swimming,  the  crew  managed  to  get  most  of  our  stuff  on  boar< 
without  wetting  it,  the  rest  we  dried  out  later. 

Back  again,  at  Luther  anchorage.  Mackenzie  ad- 
vised me  that  he  would  have  to  go  to  Giseram  Planta- 
tion where  he  could  find  a lathe  with  which  to  work  his 
broken  engine.  We  concluded  therefore  to  make  a camp 
in  the  hills  here  and  collect  while  he  is  away  with  the 
boat. 

Spent  the  afternoon  ashore  with  the  crew,  pitch- 
ing tents  and  making  a suitable  living  arrangement.  All 
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of  the  necessary  cargo  for  a ten  day  stay  was  trans- 
ferred to  camp  during  the  evening. 

October  22  (Sunday)  Rooke  Island 

Ourselves  ashore  early.  MacKenzie  with  the 
'Pato,  hove  up  and  proceeded  to  Giseram  which  lies  well 
down  the  west  side  of  this  island. 

We  have  a well-made  camp  on  the  side  of  a moun- 
tain. Ours  lies  about  200  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is 
surrounded  on  three  sides  by  bamboo  thickets;  on  the 
fourth  or  western  side  it  is  exposed  so  we  have  an  ex- 
cellent view  of  the  harbor  and  ocean  beyond.  On  very 
clear  mornings  it  is  possible  to  see  the  high  ranges  of 
New  Guinea,  some  70  miles  distant,  to  the  westward. 

Our  tent  flies  are  placed  high  above  the  ground 
this  time  and  with  an  18-inch  clearance  space  between 
them.  This  will  assure  us  of  good  protection  from  the 
sun.  The  walls  of  the  flies  on  three  sides  have  been 
barricaded  with  leaves  which  will  offer  protection  from 
rain.  The  cook  house  and  boys'  house  are  ingenious  de- 
vices with  a single  canvas  fly  for  a roof  and  leaves 
piled  everywhere  to  keep  out  sun  and  rain.  It  is  sur- 
prising how  dry  these  houses  keep  even  when  apparently 
loosely  thrown  together. 

Unfortunately,  both  mosquitoes  and  sand  flies 
are  annoying  to  us  and  the  latter  are  particularly  bad 
here.  At  night  especially  they  get  thru  the  insect  net 
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and  pester  us  continuously. 

Fresh  water  will  be  one  of  our  worst  problems 
until  we  locate  a good  spring  somewhere. 

October  23  (Monday)  Rooke'  Island. 

Set  the  three  boys  to  work  cleaning  up  camp, 
chopping  down  trees  and  bush  in  the  surrounding  area. 

We  must  have  a good  cleared  space  to  let  the  light  in 
and  try  to  discourage  the  mosquitoes  and  sand  flies  — 
otherwise  we  shall  be  eaten  alive.  Also  had  the  boys 
make  us  a large  circular  leaf  porch  on  the  exposed  end 
of  the  tent. 

Myself  hunting  along  the  swamps  and  sandy  fore- 
shore of  the  harbor.  In  this  dense  underbrush  I put 
up  a number  of  Caprimulgus  which  are  nesting  and  roost- 
ing on  the  sandy  ground.  Two  specimens  were  obtained. 
These  proved  quite  difficult  to  procure  as  they  rise  al- 
most under  one's  feet  and  zig-zag  through  the  heavy  un- 
derbrush in  such  manner  that  the  hunter  finds  it  almost 
impossible  to  get  a direct  shot  at  them.  The  whole  fore- 
shore here  is  covered  with  dense  growth  of  thickets  and 
brambles  which  make  progress  very  slow.  There  are  nu- 
merous trees  but  most  of  these  are  small.  Behind  the 
fore-shore  and  the  thickets  one  encounters  a swamp  area 
of  some  tall  timbers  and  a mass  of  mangroves.  This 
whole  tract  is  covered  with  water  at  high  tide  and  is 
at  all  times,  an  impenetrable  bog. 
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After  passing  thru  the  swamp  region,  one  reaches 
elevated  ground  where  he  encounters  a dense  true  forest 
with  an  unusually  abundant  growth  of  shrubs  and  bushes 
underneath  the  trees. 

In  patches,  such  as  around  camp,  one  find  bam- 
boo thickets. 

Bird  life  does  not  appear  to  be  very  prolific  in 
this  area.  The  large  pigeon,  Ducula  rubricera,  is  plen- 
tiful early  in  the  morning  in  the  Mangrove  thickets  where 
flocks  congregate  to  drink  salt  water.  Very  few  call 
notes  of  other  species  are  heard  though. 

October  24  (Tuesday)  Rooke  Island. 

We  had  a most  miserable  night  with  sand  flies 
eating  us  all  the  time.  By  building  a smoke  smudge  to 
the  windward  of  the  bed  we  were  relieved  somewhat  but  just 
as  the  smoke  died  down,  the  sand  flies  returned. 

This  morning  I lined  up  the  three  boys  and  gave 
them  a school  in  markmanship.  Like  most  beginners  these 
boys  pull  the  trigger  instead  of  squeezing  it.  By  put- 
ting up  broad  leaves  at  fixed  intervals  I was  able  to 
show  them  something  of  the  dispersion  of  shot  at  various 
distances.  Whether  or  not  they  will  benefit  by  the 
lesson  remains  to  be  seen.  I shall,  however,  keep  at 
them  until  they  learn  to  increase  their  percentage  of  hits- 
on  the  targets  and  with  birds. 
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Siap  is  by  far  the  best  shot  of  the  three. 

Yawa  will  learn  in  time,  I think,  because  he  is  of  a de- 
termined temperament.  Aunali  is  entirely  too  rattle- 
brained to  be  dependable  in  the  bush  by  himself.  He  is 
worth  more  to  us  as  a cook  in  camp,  where  some  one  can 
look  after  him. 

After  lessons  in  marksmanship,  the  crew  was 
put  to  work  digging  a well.  This  one  was  several  yards 
back  from  the  sand  beach  but  when  finished,  turned  out 
to  be  partly  salt  or  brackish  water.  We  had  to  abandon 
that  and  send  the  boys  off  into  the  bush  to  look  for  a 
spring.  They  returned  without  water. 

Myself  into  the  swamp  lands  again  today  and  ob- 
tained another  Caprimulgus  and  a Micropsitta  pusio  pusio. 

October  25  (Wednesday)  Rook^  Island. 

It  is  our  intention  to  collect  here,  only  such 

Week. 

species  as  Mike  did  not  find  during  his  visit  to  this 
island  in  1912.  This  leaves  us  only  a limited  field  in 
which  to  work. 

Ourselves  along  the  western  side  of  the  island 
where  we  find  the  travel  most  difficult  because  of  the 
stony  surface  of  the  ground.  Siap  shoots  a juvenile 
Walloby  but  ruins  the  skull  so  we  do  not  attempt  to 
save  it. 

Yawa  who  has  been  back  into  the  interior,  re- 
ports finding  two  patches  of  grassland.  He  did  not  re- 
port either  quail  or  reed  birds  (Cisticola)  though  I am 
inclined  to  believe  that  both  species  should  be  here. 
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A good  hard  rain  in  the  afternoon  enabled  us  to 
fill  all  of  our  gasolene  tins  and  containers  with  fresh 
water. 

October  26  (Thursday)  Rooke  Island 

A continuous  rain  during  the  night  and  morning, 
permitted  our  getting  all  of  our  clothing  washed  in 
fresh  water.  We  now  have  a good  supply  of  that  vital 
necessity  on  hand  which  saves  us  a rather  awkward  situ- 
ation. 

Mrs.  Coultas  got  out  the  tin  of  eggs  which  she 
had  coated  with  parafine  and  packed  in  dry  salt  and 
found  them  in  excellent  condition. 

Hunting  again  today  and  obtained  more  Capri- 
mulgus  and  Micropsitta  from  the  lowland  region. 

I found  two  different  eggs  of  the  night  hawk  which  are 
indeed  acceptable.  These  were  laid  on  a leaf  in  the 
sand  without  any  indication  of  a nest.  In  both  cases 
the  female  bird  was  sitting  on  the  egg. 

In  the  evening  I visited  the  grasslands  but 
found  no  birds,  peculiar  to  that  region. 

October  27  (Friday)  Rooke  Island, 

A Chinese  trochus  shell  fisherman  comes  into 
the  harbor  this  morning  and  leaves  again  as  soon  as  we 
make  our  presence  known.  There  are  quite  a number  of 
these  small  boats  around  the  group  who  carry  on  an  il- 
legal trade  with  the  natives  and  fish  without  permits. 

While  working  in  the  Mangroves  I discovered 
and  obtained  a splendid  example  of  Alcyone  ^usilla. 


oJ  •,  '"!■? C ‘ii~  ui  nisi  bamd.  bocg  A 

ries';"  rifj»  eieniainoo  bm>  a nid  ^asloasv  mo  lo  XxA  XI  t ’ 

. -■ 

Janal s I srioofl  (■^sbaii/riT)  6S  ledodoO 

, gniniom  5ns  trials  ®rid  gniifrb  nisi  euonnidaae  A 

ai  beriaaw  gniridolo  no  lo  IIs  gnid’deg  mo  btddion©” 

, 

-j/i  s bi.£'»3iw£  lexical  s mis  eevse  rialriw  hnsri  no  \disee-: 

. 

’ ©rid  dr/c  dog  emSlm 

bam  dlae  \*r b at  beriosq  fens  snlls'tsq  ,-J  tv  bsJ  son  bo. 

. n o i d /.  i r ■ : c,  ■ ‘ : . a X I a .:  x ' a i i.  - ' i d X o x 
- iiasO  eiorn  b&nisddo  bnn  nisgs  gaidrarii 

» ■ mii  t&goioXM  iHB  eng j 

sis  xl  • i ..  riwnrf  d rig  in  ©rid  lo  e;  .•  c-  In&ie ll  ril  m .bni/cl 
arid  ni  Isel  s no  btat  »tw  sesriT 
Boaao  ridod  nl  .daen  a lo  rioidsoi' 


dud  e bns  I s a mg  arid  bediaiv  I gntetevs  ©rid  ril 
. ...  . d ' , 

, bn* I si  ; '.I,  : •'.  qfi.oiil ) V2  iscfodaO 

odri i S9«300  njsaneriail  Xlerie  auriocid  sesniriO  A 
ew  , noos  sa  nisgs  ssvjssI  bn&  gnimom  eirid  lOdicri  3 
!■-  TH'm  n eix:  ; *-  1 . riv ;o  ©onoe  t-.  \ ■ ■ - 

-11  ns  no  yhibo  orivr  qao*x.B  arid  bnucta  a- sod  X.Iaae  ese.  ■ 
.e  Jinnee  dnorfdiw  riei'i  bna  ssvidsn  slid  rid Xw  eb**t« 
.bsieiooaib  I eevoignsM  ©rid  ni  gnidiio«r  sliriW 


0.1 


As  elsewhere  this  species  is  very  active  and  most  diffi- 
cult to  obtain.  More  often  than  not  one  hears  their 
shrill  little  call  rather  than  sees  them.  But  even  when 
sighted,  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  them  is  most  re- 
mote in  a swamp  morass  covered  with  dense  undergrowth. 

Micropsitta  too,  seems  to  be  quite  common  in 
the  swamp  region  here;  although  they  will  go  anywhere 
that  white  ants  abound  in. 

October  28  (Saturday)  Rooke  Island. 

Yawa  located  a tiny  spring  of  water  near  the 
beach,  just  north  of  camp.  This  find  will  eliminate  all 
worries  over  the  water  situation.  Aunali  , hunting  in 
the  bush  located  a river  to  the  east  of  us  which  will 
afford  supply,  if  necessary. 

Myself  hunting  in  the  mountains  to  an  elevation 
of  2000  feet.  The  mountain  forest  like  the  lower  re- 
gions is  rather  dirty  with  a troublesome  undergrowth. 

On  this  island,  as  on  Lolobau,  any  number  of  long  vines 
with  sharp  barbs  impede  one's  progress. 

October  29  (Sunday)  Rooke(  Island. 

I gave  the  boys  the  day  in  which  to  hunt  pigs. 
There  are  numerous  signs  of  them  in  the  bush.  Mrs. 
Coultas  and  I spent  the  day  in  the  mountains.  Pitta 
macklotii  gazellae  was  found  to  be  very  common  in  the 
interior. 


Our  staff  returned  in  the  evening,  sans  pig  but 
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i'n  the  best  of  spirits  because  of  a good  swim  in  the  river 
to  the  eastward. 

October  30  (Monday)  Rooke'  Island 

Found  another  pair  of  Caprimulgus  this  morning 
but  do  not  locate  any  indication  of  rails  --  neither  have 
we  heard  them  calling  at  night.  There  must  be  some, 
somewhere  here  in  the  bush;  with  all  of  this  swampy  ground 
one  could  almost  count  on  their  being  in  it. 

Siap,  the  culprit  and  his  younger  accomplice, 
were  caught  burning  the  grasslands  this  afternoon  — ap- 
parently, they  were  endeavoring  to  burn  out  wild  pigs. 

I crawled  thru  the  grass  on  my  hands  and  knees,  got  with- 
in a few  yards  of  them  and  let  out  a blood-curdling  yell. 
This  was  too  much  for  these  children  of  nature  who  no 
doubt  thought  a bush  devil  of  some  kind  was  after  them. 
They  took  to  their  heels  and  returned  to  camp  in  short 
order.  When  I returned,  more  than  an  hour  later,  they 
were  both  trembling  from  fright.  The  bush  was  not  burned 
again. 

October  31  (Tuesday)  Rooke^  Island. 

The  ship's  boat  with  three  of  the  crew,  arrived 
this  morning  with  a generous  supply  of  fresh  vegetables; 
the  supply  included  also  bananas,  pan  pan,  sweet  pota- 
toes, taro  and  oranges. 

I permitted  them  to  go  to  the  small  island  in 
hope  that  they  would  find  some  turtle  eggs. 
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They  returned  later,  announcing  that  they  had  found 
none,  but  our  own  crew  turned  over  a hundred  to  us 
shortly  after  the  boat  had  gone.  I must  say  that  our 
own  crew  has  always  been  verygood  to  us  in  the  matter 
of  food. 

Mackenzie  informed  us  by  letter  that  he  would 
soon  return  and  take  us  to  Long  Island. 

November  1 (Wednesday)  Rooke/  Island. 

All  of  us  hunting  in  the  mountains.  I have 
heard  the  small  Charmosynopsis  but  am  unable  to  locate 
them  feeding  in  any  of  the  trees  in  the  vicinity. 

Siap  returned  with  an  excellent  example  of 
Gal licolumba  beccarii  which  he  located  in  the  heavy  under- 
brush at  the  southern  end  of  the  grasslands.  This  spe- 
cies is  always  desirable,  wherever  taken. 

Aunali  goes  bush  in  his  odd  times  and  returns 
with  a number  of  Gallip  nuts  which  he  found.  This  crew 
of  mine  has  good  foragers--  I must  say  that  for  them. 

November  2 (Thursday)  Rooke  Island. 

I held  a marksmanship  school  for  my  hopefuls 
early  in  the  morning  which  progressed  favorably. 

There  is  just  the  barest  indication  that  the  past  few 
days  show  a little  improvement  in  the  boys'  marksman- 
ship. 

Later,  Siap  and  I visit  another  mountain  slope 
to  the  south  and  west  of  camp  and  located  the  reed  bird, 


Cisticola,  in  a small  patch  of  grassland. 

Mrs.  Coultas  spent  the  afternoon  holding  a bird 
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' skinning'  school  for  the  three  boys.  They  worked  on 
C entropus  and  Trichoglossus. 


November  3 (Friday)  Rooke'  Island. 

Siap  and  I hunting  together,  spent  most  of  the 
day  in  the  mountains  and  valleys  to  the  eastward.  There 
we  found  the  area  the  same  as  around  camp.  Heavy  for- 
est with  a thick  growth  of  underbrush,  underneath  the 
trees.  I was  fortunate  in  obtaining  a pair  of  Ptili- 
nopus  insolitus  — the  only  examples  I encountered  dur- 
ing my  stay  on  this  island.  I shouldn't  be  surprised 
but  that  they  are  migrants  from  some  other  locality. 

Like  the  same  species  on  other  islands  these  were  timid, 
very  active  and  kept  to  the  top  of  a very  high  tree. 

On  our  way  back  to  camp  we  obtained  another  ex- 
ample of  Gallic olumba  beccari i in  the  bamboo  thickets. 

We  forced  to  chase  this  one,  at  least  an  hour  before  we 
were  able  to  shoot  it. 

Yawa  returned  with  a wild  pig  and  an  opossum. 

The  former,  after  we  had  received  our  share:  (a  hind 
leg  and  a piece  of  the  liver)  w as  cut  into  small  pieces 
and  smoked  over  a low  fire.  Yawa  belongs  to  one  of  the 
Aitipe  tribes  who  smoke  their  meat.  He  does  very  well 
at  such  work  too.  Yawa  is  also  a master  at  smoking  fish 
also . 

The  opossum  was  worked  up  and  saved  as  a specimen. 

Aunali  has  gone  into  the  bush;  he  obtained  a fair 
quantity  of  Kapoc  which  he  intends  to  use  in  his  own  pillow. 


no  bed new  vo-iT 


, , ■ . OC  >J.n  - 

* ci.r  ■ . . ;;3  amc 


, ' vsb  in" } £ neci;. 

ftrid  TtJ  ,'cojb  dfiaqa  , naridegod  saidm;/!  I 6ns 
aterfr  .bnswda&e  »Ht  od  eyallsv  6ns  anisdnue:-  osi  j cU 
-to*  «qm.eo  batons  as  amsa  arid  sens  ®ri:  era/ 

t>  ;.r  , -i  :o  : ■•von;  ?iOibJ  ft 


-II  nl  sdAoud'iol  esw  I 

-isfc  &9nadni/Qon»  I aslqmnxs  ^lao  and  --  - -ni  fcffS.P'’ 

. .:  e i.:C  no  Y5’ 

, >ao I 1 saglin  » is  \ J 

, bimid  sk«w  aserid  sbnslBi  neddo  no  aaioaqa  ar-.se  ©•tf-t- 

» 

-X3  n addons  baniaddo  aw  qaaso  od  jiosi  ybw  000  nO 
. s^ioind  ooamfid  arid  ni  linsoosd  acfar  ^o.alqr- 

sw  snolatf  uxori  ns  dcssl  jjs  , ano  airid  sasrio  od  bsonol 

. j i door:  e o I s 

. o 6ns  giq  bliw  & Hit*  £>$•.'•' 

it  axis  ix/o  bevxsosn  bsd  ninel 

asosiq  Xlsraa  odni  dao  os.v  (nevil  arid  lo  aoaiq  a crs  n 
add  lo  ano  od  eg/iolocf  swaY  .anil  wo  I £ nov-  oatfom* 

1 1 aw  ’’p®v  e»o&  »H  .dsam  liarid  scorns  cc'm  codin#'  *qidi- 

dail  gnijforae  da  it  £ oals  si  swsY  .ood  ^'low  dons 


«n9mioaqe  £ as  bsvse  bns  qxr  ba*now  ssw  miraaoqc  ■ 

-Yxsl  s f>eni£ddo  ad  ;ri#i/cf  orid  odni  snog  esd  ilsflwA  '^ 


While  he  is  about  it,  he  will  gather  sufficient  for 
our  needs  as  well. 

November  4 (Saturday)  Rooke7  Island 

A heavy  downpour  of  rain  drove  me  back  to  camp 
shortly  after  I had  started  out.  Siap  continued  on, 
to  return  late  in  the  afternoon  with  about  a dozen 
Cisticola  from  the  grasslands. 

The  rain  has  flooded  everything,  so  I got  to 
work  with  the  two  boys  patching  up  the  windbreak  with 
more  leaves.  In  this  manner  we  get  a good  bath  along 
with  the  work  we  are  engaged  in  doing. 

To  date,  we  have  seen  no  natives  here,  nor  any 
signs  of  them  in  the  bush. 

November  5 (Sunday)  Rooke  Island. 

We  enjoyed  a rather  cool,  quiet  peaceful  night, 
free  of  sand  flies  and  mosquitoes,  for  the  first  time 
since  being  established  here.  There  was  no  apparent 
reason  for  the  pests  not  being  present,  but  as  sometimes 
happens,  these  unwelcome  guests  disappeared  for  a lim- 
ited time. 

With  Mrs.  Coultas  down  into  the  swamp  area  all 
morning,  in  hopes  that  I might  find  more  Caprimulgus, 
Alcyone  pusilla  and  possibly,  a rail  of  some  kind. 

On  two  occasions,  we  saw  rather  large  croco- 
diles working  their  way  under  water  in  the  murky  back 
stretches.  I must  admit  I have  always  been  a little 
hesitant  about  spending  too  much  time  alone  in  swamps 
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where  these  large  animals  occur.  There  are  many  in- 
stances where  humans  have  been  taken  by  crocodiles. 

I have  no  desire  to  get  mixed  up  with  one  of  these  in- 
dividuals . 

November  6 (Monday)  Rooke'  Island. 

Considerable  rain  all  day  so  that  we  are  able 
to  accomplish  but  little  in  the  bush.  I did  manage  to 
obtain  another  Caprimulgus  and  an  egg  of  this  species 
while  Yawa  returned  with  a Ptilinopus  superlius.  This 
latter,  I believe,  has  not  been  recorded  from  this  is- 
land perviously. 

Siap  has  been  sent  to  bed;  he  has  a severe 
dose  of  malarial  fever.  It  is  rarely  that  natives 
come  down  with  this  malady  but  once  overcome  with  it, 
they  suffer  far  more  than  do  the  whites.  I have  no- 
ticed that  the  whites  of  natives  eyes  turn  a bright 
yellow  at  such  times.  Siap  was  given  copious  quantitie 
of  hot  tea  and  generous  portions  of  quinine,  every  few 
hours — and  made  to  remain  under  a blanket  all  day. 

November  7 (Tuesday)  Rooke'  Island 

We  have  now  reached  the  stage  that  all  expe- 
ditions do  toward  the  end  of  their  stay  in  camp.  There 
is  no  dripping,  sugar,  flour,  butter,  milk  or  coffee 
in  the  larder.  Worst  of  all  I am  out  of  smoking  tobacc 
which  does  not  improve  my  disposition  in  the  slightest. 

Yawa  and  I hunting  today  and  with  fair  success, 
among  other  things,  I obtained  a Tanysiptera  with  a long, 
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pure  white  pair  of  tail  feathers.  This  is  a most  un- 
usual plumage  for  this  area,  I believe. 

November  8 (Wednesday)  Rooke'  Island. 

A Japanese  Trochus  shell  fisherman  passed  the 
harbor  this  morning,  headed  down  the  coast.  I sent 
Yawa  chasing  after  him  to  have  him  take  us  to  Giseram 
if  he  is  willing.  Yawa  returned  late  in  the  afternoon 
with  the  announcement  that  the  Nipponese  would  be  along 
this  way  on  the  morrow. 

We  will  get  out  of  this  camp  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible as  we  are  getting  nowhere  with  the  collecting  and 
are  being  eaten  alive  with  insects.  To  convince  any 
"Doubting  Thomas"  for  example,  Mrs.  Coultas  has  90  sand 
fly  sores  on  one  hand  alone. 

Hunting  with  Siap  and  obtained  a good  bag  of 
Cisticola . I was  able  to  obtain  a male  Eudynamis 
scolopacea  for  an  extended  record  for  the  island.  This 
night  feeding  species  is  most  welcome  whenever  and  wher©- 
ever  taken. 

November  9 (Thursday)  Rooke  Island 

Down  the  coast  a few  miles  to  the  Japanese  boat 
early  this  morning  and  tried  to  induce  him  to  take  us 
and  our  baggage  down  to  Giseram.  The  oriental  refused 
flatly  to  go.  While  I was  arguing  the  probable  price 
of  such  undertaking,  the  Pato  showed  up  in  a rain 
squall.  Thus  we  were  able  to  break  camp  and  get  all 
of  our  effects  aboard  ready  for  the  trip  to  Long  Island. 
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'MacKenzie  now  assures  me  that  his  engine  will 
take  us  anywhere  we  wish  to  go  and  that  we  have  no  cause 
for  worry  any  longer.  Knowing  these  mechanical  devices 
as  I do,  it  is  best  for  all  concerned  to  take  such  state- 
ment with  a grain  of  salt. 

Because  of  the  distance  to  Long  Island  we  leave 
early  tomorrow  morning  in  order  to  be  at  the  aforesaid 
island  during  daylight  hours.  There  is,  at  best  only  a 
very  poor  anchorage  there,  even  in  calm  weather f and  that 
one  is  not  safe  to  use  at  night. 

MacKenzie  was  fortunate  to  fill  up  his  ship 
with  native  vegetables  while  at  Giseram. 

November  10  (Friday)  Long  Island. 

After  leaving  Luther  anchorage  early  in  the 
morning  we  had  a fair  passage  with  a good  south  east  wind 
behind  us,  to  reach  the  northern  end  of  Long  Island  at 
about  1:30  in  the  afternoon.  A number  of  Petrels, 
Gannets  and  terns  were  sighted  en  route  but  none  came 
close  enough  to  be  taken.  I might  add  that  the  Pato 
does  not  possess  a suitable  small  boat  which  could  be 
used  for  hunting  seabirds. 

The  anchorage  at  Malala  Bay  is  a most  pre- 
carious one  at  best.  The  indentation  in  the  coast  called 
Malala  Bay  affords  no  holding  ground  except  very  close  to 
shore.  One  must  anchor  his  vessel  and  secure  the  stern 
with  a rope  fastened  on  the  beach. 

Upon  our  arrival  we  found  a good  surf  running 
which  necessitated  our  swimming  most  of  our  cargo  from 
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the  ship.  Once  on  the  beach,  there  were  dozens  of 
willing  hands  to  take  care  of  it  for  us. 

Ashore  at  Malala  village  we  found  a moderately 
good  Government  rest  house  which,  when  the  roof  was  cov- 
ered with  a tarpaulin,  afforded  us  good  shelter.  As  no 
one  has  visited  this  island  for  over  two  years  we  will 
require  a number  of  repairs  on  our  house  before  we  are 
ready  to  settle  down  to  collecting. 

The  cargo  ashore,  the  Pato  hove  up  and  took  off 
for  a safe  anchorage  some  where,  to  return  for  us  in  three 
weeks'  time,  or  as  near  that  as  weather  might  permit. 

There  is  no  possibility  of  the  ship  remaining  here  at 
anchor  with  any  degree  of  safety. 

We  found  the  natives  to  be  a very  decent  lot  of 
savages.  Ours  is  the  third  party  who  has  ever  lived  on 
the  island;  the  other  two  were  Government  Patrol  Officers. 
These  Long  Island  natives  have,  for  a number  of  years 
tried  to  induce  some  white  trader  to  come  and  live  with 
them  in  order  to  give  these  natives  some  means  of  ob- 
taining knives  axes,  calico  and  other  necessities.  Our 
arrival  was  like  a gift  from  heaven  for  them.  From  re- 
ports and  from  actual  experience,  we  found  them  the  most 
willing  people  we  have  so  far  encountered,  in  the  Pacific. 

November  11  (Saturday)  Malala. 

No  hunting,  spent  the  entire  day  straightening 
camp.  Our  effects  were  sorted, 
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house  overhauled  by  the  natives.  In  any  undertaking, 
they  proved  to  be  most  willing. 

All  sorts  of  food  stuffs  arrived  during  the  day, 
including  yams,  pan  pan,  bananas,  tomatoes,  pumpkins, 
melons  and  dhinese  cabbage. 

Aunali,  our  cook  became  obstreporous  and  engaged 
in  a few  moments  combat  with  me.  His  consequent  chastise- 
ment had  an  excellent  moral  effect  upon  the  whole  force 
and  the  village  as  well. 

By  night  we  had  an  orderly  camp  set  up,  a new 
house  cook,  and  a small  boy  engaged  to  assist  around  the 
place . 

November  12  (Sunday)  Malala. 

Fortunately  for  us  we  have  no  sand  flies,  nor 
mosquitoes  here  to  bother  us;  therefore,  a good  night's 
rest  was  enjoyed  all  round. 

I concluded  to  make  Sunday  a holiday,  beginning 
today,  and  spend  my  time  labelling  our  specimens. 

The  boys  were  permitted  to  go  pig  hunting  with 
the  natives  of  the  village  and  returned  before  noon  with 
a fine  200  pound  porker.  Yawa  was  the  victorious  one 
this  time.  We  are  told  that  wild  pigs  are  quite  nu- 
merous in  the  bush  here. 

In  the  evening,  the  village  had  a big  dance  in 
honor  of  the  circumcision  of  the  Doctor  boy's  son. 

I might  add  that  every  large  village  has  three  Government 
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Officials:  The  chief,  or  Luluai , the  sub-chief,  or  Tul 
Tul,  and  a Doctor  Boy.  The  latter  is  given  a number 
of  bandages  and  a few  tins  of  ointment  with  which  he  is 
supposed  to  go  among  his  flock  and  administer  treatment. 

In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  bandages  are  dis- 
tributed among  the  men  who  wear  the  white  muslin  around 
one  leg  or  an  arm,  or  their  head  as  an  ornament.  The 
red  salve  or  ointment  always  finds  its  way  to  the  faces 
and  bodies  of  dancers  during  a festival.  Anything  as 
bright  red  as  this  ointment,  is  most  valuable  for  per- 
sonal adornment.  It  is  sold  by  the  Doctor  Boy,  at  a 
profit  to  him.  In  this  village,  the  Doctor  Boy  is  the 
only  one  who  has  been  away  from  the  island  in  recent 
years . 

The  dance  though  small,  was  quite  interesting 
and  was  well  attended  by  the  whole  clan  — some  100 
strong. 

We  were  extended  a most  cordial  invitation, 
principally  because  our  gasolene  lamp  was  desired  at 
the  festivities. 

With  the  tribe  it  is  customary  for  the  men  and 
women  to  dance  at  the  same  time.  The  men  adorn  them- 
selves with  a long  grass  cloak  extending  from  the  neck 
down  to  the  ground.  On  their  head  they  wear  the  large 
dance  mask  of  the  northeast  New  Guinea  tribes.  This 
is  decorated  with  all  sorts  of  birds  feathers,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  Cassowary.  The  women  wear  only 
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grass  skirts.  To  the  beating  of  Garamants,  made  of 
hollowed  logs  with  the  skin  of  an  iguana  stretched  over 
the  top,  both  sexes  perform  all  sorts  of  hippety-hops 
and  gyrations.  At  intervals,  every  one  in  the  vicinity 
joins  in  a weird  chorus  of  home  made  chanting.  This 
sort  of  display  is  continued  all  night  long  and  is  en- 
joyed by  all. 

November  13  (Monday)  Malala. 

All  of  us  hunting  early  in  the  morning.  We 
didn't  have  to  go  far  to  obtain  all  the  birds  we  need- 
ed to  keep  us  busy  for  the  whole  day. 

The  bush  is  a thick  shambles  of  secondary  soft 
wood  trees  and  scrub  bush.  This  has  taken  root  since 
a great  eruption  blew  out  the  center  of  the  island.  This 
phenomenon  must  have  occurred  at  such  a recent  date  that 
hard  wood  trees  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  grow. 

It  is  surprising  too  that  there  are  so  many 
birds  when  one  finds  so  very  little  fresh  water  in  the 
forest.  The  soil  is  light,  porous  volcanic  ash  which 
quickly  soaks  up  all  moisture.  The  only  water  avail- 
able near  our  camp,  comes  from  a small  seepage  hole  near 
the  beach.  About  5 miles  down  the  coast  on  either  side 
one  finds  other  seepage.  Yet,  without  water,  there  are 
two  species  of  rails  to  be  found  here  and  possibly  an- 
other which  we  could  not  locate. 

Down  the  coast  from  us  about  2 miles  distant 
there  is  a loamy  cliff  of  Loess  composition  which  is 
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being  used  at  the  present  time  as  a nesting  site  of 


Merops  Salvador i i and  Hirundo  tahi tica.  Both  of  these 
species  dig  holes  in  the  soft  earth,  in  which  to  deposit 
their  eggs  and  both,  by  the  way,  were  most  desirable  spe- 
cies for  our  collection. 

Yawa  located  a patch  of  sand  and  underbrsuh  where, 
he  says,  Capriraulgus  abound.  He  returned  with  a pair. 

Our  old  friend,  the  jungle  fowl,  Gallus , was  encountered 
again  but  has  intergraded  badly  with  domestic  straind. 

This  species  must  have  been  brought  here  years  ago  by 
transient  Malays  who  traveled  these  waters  in  their  Prous. 

November  14  (Tuesday)  Malala. 

The  new,  to  me,  Pitta  novaeguineae  was  brought  ip 
this  morning.  Also,  a native  turned  up  with  an  example 
of  the  rail,  Hypotaenidia,  which  he  had  snared.  The  old 
chief  assured  me  that  he  and  his  people  can  snare  any 
bird  in  the  bush.  Just  to  make  matters  more  interesting 
I invited  him  to  catch  for  me  an  example  of  Demigretta 
sacra,  on  the  tiny  reef  on  the  other  side  of  the  harbor. 

The  old  man  assured  me  that,  given  time,  he  would  catch 
one  and  bring  it  to  me. 

Yawa  spent  the  day  chasing  down  an  Osprey  - 
Pandion.  To  him,  any  bird  of  size  is  a valuable  one. 

November  15  (Wednesday)  Malala. 

Mrs.  Coultas , assisted  by  Aunali,  attempted  to 
bake  bread  --  put  the  dough  in  the  cook  house  near  the 
fire  to  raise  — a dog  finds  the  bread  and  eats  it. 
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Hence,  the  death  of  a dog  and  a great  disturbance  in 
the  village. 

“Notwiths tanding  this  misfortune,  another  rail  is 
brought  in  by  a native. 

Among  our  trade  goods  we  have  a number  of  little 
5-cent  rubber  balls  which  take  like  wildfire  with  the  na- 
tives; I am  offering  these  for  good  species,  such  as 
rails,  pittss  etc. 

Siap,  Yawa  and  others  visit  an  opossum  tree  some- 
where down  the  coast  and  return  with  14  adult  specimens. 

Just  to  show  the  boys  how  pleased  I am  with  their 
results,  I put  the  whole  force  to  work,  skinning  the  mam- 
mals. They  do  quite  well  at  this  sort  of  task  and  com- 
plete 9 of  them  before  dark. 

The  natives  make  a great  show  over  eating  opos- 
sum's gentile  glands  raw,  which  they  claim  benefits  them 
materially. 

November  16  (Thursday)  Malala. 

Kept  everyone  in  camp,  cleaning,  degreasing  and 
washing  in  gasolene,  all  of  the  opossums  of  yesterday. 

I was  able  to  make  up  and  save  8 good  specimens  out  of 
the  whole  lot.  The  others  had  to  be  discarded  as  they 
were  badly  torn. 

I was  able  to  get  out  in  the  evening  and  obtain 
3 examples  of  Eudynami s scolopacea . These  birds  are  very 
common  here  and  because  of  the  lowness  of  the  trees  not 
as  difficult  to  obtain  as  on  other  islands. 
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The  old  chief  brought  in  the  third  Hypotaenidia , 


this  evening.  He  tells  me  that  there  is  a ground  bird, 
either  a rail  or  a thrush  in  the  mountains  nut  none  of 
his  clan  will  touch  it  because  the  bird  is  their  God  of  the 

bush.  A* 

All  of  us  in  the  bush  again  and  obtained  an  as- 
sortment of  small  birds,  ^either  a good  day  nor  a bad  one- 
I obtained  two  female  Charmosynopsis  which  were  encountered 
in  a cocoanut  tree  in  the  village.  This  species  is  rare 
on  this  island  and  is  never  heard  in  the  bush. 

November  18  (Saturday)  Malala. 

The  day  came  in  with  rain  and  continued  so  all 
day.  I remained  in  the  house  and  labelled  specimens. 

The  boys,  with  the  aid  of  several  natives  went  pig  hunting, 
despite  the  rain  and  returned  with  4 individuals.  I never 
dreamed  I would  see  the  day  when  pig  was  so  abundant  and 
a time  when  natives  offered  me  more  of  such  food  than  I 
could  use.  The  pigs  naturally,  brought  another  singing 
festival  and  dance. 

November  19  (Sunday)  lalala. 

More  rain  during  the  night  but  cleared  about  the 
middle  of  the  morning.  This  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
put  all  the  birds  in  the  sun  and  dry  them  properly. 

In  every  camp  we  have  the  natives  build  us  a 
long  table  upon  which  we  place  the  racks  of  bird  skins. 

By  covering  each  rack  with  newspaper  we  are  able  to  keep 
the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  off  the  skins  and  thereby  avoid 
the  danger  of  color  deterioration  in  the  plumage. 
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This  arrangement  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  it 
might  be  as  every  passing  shower  requires  that  the  birds 
be  brought  in.  Furthermore,  eavery  handling  of  the  trays 
moves  the  birds  and  they  become  distorted  in  shape. 

Several  days  of  wet  weather  will  in  turn,  mold 
the  skins,  which  means  that  our  charges  are  a constant 
care . 

November  20  (Monday)  Malala. 

Our  rainy  spell  continues  so  I concluded  to  fill 
in  a very  substantial  series  of  Merops  salvadorii  while 
we  are  restricted  in  our  hunting.  Several  good  birds 
were  collected  during  the  day  including  a small  series  of 
the  yellow-bibbed  Ptilinopus(  solomonensis  ) . In  the 
evening  I obtained  two  Caprimulgus  near  camp. 

The  natives  brought  in  another  Pitta  and  a 
Gallicolumba  beccar  ii . 

November  21  (Tuesday)  Malala. 

Mr.  Judd,  who  has  been  recruiting  up  the  Sepic 
river  with  his  little  ship,  the  'Malata',  came  into  the 
harbor  just  long  enough  to  get  ashore  and  have  a cup  of 
coffee  with  us.  Our  cook,  as  usual,  became  so  excited 
over  this  visit  that  he  made  water  instead  of  coffee-- 
natives  are  that  way;  as  excitable  as  small  children 

Nothing  but  small  birds  was  obtained  on  account 
of  inclement  weather.  I located  the  feeding  ground  of 
Saxicola  which  is  a welcome  addition  to  our  series.  Long 
Island  is  good  to  us  in  helping  us  fill  in  species  that 
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we  need  in  series.  Such  birds  as  Merops  philippinus 
Saxicoia.  Eudynamis , Hirundo  tahi tica  and  Ptilinopus 
solomonensis , are  most  appreciated. 

November  22  (Wednesday)  Malala. 

Gathered  together  everyone  I could  get  hands  on 
and  obtained  a large  collection  of  Merops  and  their  eggs. 
While  we  are  at  it,  we  might  just  as  well  finish  off  this 
species  and  have  them  in  the  box. 

The  small  boys  of  the  village  are  most  helpful 
in  climbing  along  the  side  of  the  cliff  and  catching 
these  birds  with  their  hands. 

November  23  (Thursday)  Malala. 

With  Na  Lam,  the  elder,  to  the  eastern  side  of 
the  island.  There  we  found  a small  trickle  of  water, 
about  8 inches  across,  which  Na  Lam  calls  a river.  This 
one  when  followed  to  its  source,  does  become  several 
yards  wide,  and  begins  as  a spring,  rising  out  of  the 
ground.  But  the  porous  nature  of  the  soil  absorbs  the 
water  before  it  reaches  the  ocean  except  during  very 
heavy  rains  when  this  same  river  becomes  a raging  torrent. 

The  native  and  I were  able  to  add  Edoli soma  and 
Halcyon  saurophaga  to  the  list  of  ornis  of  the  island. 

Hard  rains  caught  us  during  the  middle  of  the 
morning  which  chilled  me  badly  and  brought  on  a heavy  dose 
of  fever.  I predict  that  this  outcropping  of  malaria  is 
due  to  my  recent  exposure  on  Rooke  Island. 
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November  24  (Friday)  Malala. 

A very  successful  day  all  around  with  a number  of 
good  birds  in  the  box.  Two  Amaurornis  reached  camp,  hav- 
ing been  captured  by  the  natives  with  rope  snares,  the 
first  from  this  island. 

Aunali  finished  with  his  last  big  boil;  poor  boy 
has  had  a siege  of  them.  One  can  hardly  blame  the  cook 
for  having  an  evil  disposition  when  3 or  more  boils  dec- 
orate his  body  at  one  time. 

Myself  hunting  in  a sort  of  valley  just  west  of 
camp  where  numbers  of  Eudynamis  congregate  in  the  trees 
and  bushes.  One  sometimes  has  to  stand  a full  fifteen 
minutes  looking  up  into  the  tree  before  he  sights  a 
bird  --  so  successfully  do  they  conceal  themselves. 
Eudynamis  never  depends  upon  flight  for  protection  — 
always  upon  concealment. 

Here  on  Long  Island  we  found  that  this  species 
would  respond  to  call  in  the  day  time,  sn  act  I have  never 
known  them  to  duplicate  elsewhere  even  on  a dull  day  in 
the  darkest  ravines. 

It  is  possible  that  since  this  is  the  breeding  sea- 
son, that  this  factor  might  have  something  to  do  with 
the  bird's  behaviorism. 

November  25  (Saturday)  Malala. 

The  old  chief  of  the  village  brought  me  a Demi- 
gretta  sacra  this  morning  which  he  had  snared  on  the  reef 
as  per  agreement. 
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The  two  villages,  the  one  we  are  living  in  and 
the  one  adjoining,  assembled  in  the  area  behind  our  house 
and  held  a contest  of  "kick  cross",  as  they  call  it.  It 
appears  that  a young  man  from  the  other  village  became 
personal  with  a young  lady  from  our  village.  The  elders 
here  decided  to  bring  shame  to  the  young  man  and  his  people 
by  trouncing  them  soundly  at  a game  of  soccer  or  "kick 
cross" . 

The  game  of  "Kick  cross"  may  be  translated  as 
follows:  A dispute,  to  a native,  is  a "cross".  In  other 

words  they  are  angry  or  cross  with  one  another.  If  on 
the  other  hand,  natives  wish  to  play  only  and  kick  the  ball 
back  and  forth  between  goal  posts,  that  is  termed  "Kick 
play " . 

In  "Kick  cross"  there  are  no  restrictions;  any 
and  everyone  is  entitled  to  kick  the  daylights  out  of  the 
other,  so  long  as  hands  are  not  used. 

The  goal  posts  of  soccer  are  set  out  but  rarely 

if  ever,  used,  as  the  ball  gets  tromped  on  in  the  center 

of  the  ring,  kept  within  a small  space,  while  dozens  of 

legs  and  feet  kick  at  any  and  every  moving  object. 

Our  warriors  kept  at  their  game  all  day  except 
for  intervals  of  rest.  By  night  time  neither  side  had 
made  a goal  so  they  decided  to  continue  on  the  morrow. 

November  26  (Sunday)  Malala. 

The  brutal  contest  was  discontinued  by  mutual 
consent  of  all  parties.  In  all  of  my  life  I have  never 
seen  such  a fine  collection  of  swollen  feet  and  legs 
anywhere.  The  contestants  can  hardly  walk  and  the 
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Doctor  Boy  has  at  least  half  of  his  big  toe  missing, 
from  tearing  it  off  on  a rock. 

The  village  was  very  quiet  except  for  a few  min- 
utes at  noon  when  a young  woman  came  into  camp  with  a 
pig  she  had  speared.  This  act  was  most  unusual  to  us 
but  seems  to  be  quite  a common  practice  on  this  island. 
We  were  given  our  customary  portion;  a hind  leg  com- 
plete and  a generous  portion  of  the  liver.  Natives  are 
quite  good  that  way  when  they  learn  what  is  wanted. 

Mrs.  Coultas  got  little  rest  in  the  morning, 
with  all  of  the  warriors  coming  around  for  lineament  and 
bandages . 

November  27  (Monday)  Malala. 

Hunting  this  morning  to  the  forest  area  to  the 
westward  and  accounted  for  3 long-tailed  cuckoos: 

( Eudynamis) . The  boys  off  by  themselves,  returned  with 
some  good  material  including:  Caprimulgus  and  Ptilinopus 
solomonensis. 

Yawa  returned  with  the  leaves  of  a tree  which 
he  claims  will  make  good  soup.  We  are  willing  to  try  it 
and  afterward  enjoy  a very  nice  repast  which  Yawa  has 
prepared  for  us.  This  concoction  can  be  made  quite  pal- 
atable by  straining  off  the  leaves  and  adding  cocoanut 
milk  after  the  leaves  have  been  boiled. 

November  28  (Tuesday)  Malala. 

With  the  Tol  Tol  and  a small  boy  to  the  lake 
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in  the  interior  of  the  island.  We  passed  thru  the  same 
type  of  tree  growth  and  shrubs  that  are  found  nearer  the 
coast,  and  progressed  up  a steady  incline  to  reach  the 
rim  of  the  crater  at  1300  feet  elevation. 

Once  there  we  look  down  upon  an  island  lake  some 
5 miles  long  by  3^  miles  wide,  whose  water  must  be  at 
sea  level.  The  sides  of  the  crater  are  precipitous  and 
do  not  afford  one  an  opportunity  of  descent  to  the  bottom. 
Natives  tell  me  that  np  one  has  ever  been  down  to  the  lake 
and  all  of  them  believe  the  water  to  be  saline.  Quite  prob 
ably  the  lake  is  connected  with  the  ocean  by  a subterranean 
passage  of  some  kind,  as  I noticed  signs  of  a tidal  change 
along  the  coast  line  of  the  lake's  edge. 

The  local  populace  hold  this  body  of  water  in 
great  veneration.  They  believe  it  to  be  inhabited  by  a 
race  of  super-humans  who  will  catch  and  devour  any  one 
caught  near  its  edge. 

Years  ago,  a pig  hunter  was  lost  some  where  in 
the  mountains  and  it  is  the  belief  of  these  people  that 
he  was  captured  and  eaten  by  the  lake  monsters. 

I have  the  impression  that  petrels  probably  use 
the  cliff  sides  of  this  inland  body  of  water  as  a roost- 
ing and  nesting  place.  No  natives,  to  my  knowledge  have 
ever  spent  a night  near  the  lake  so  could  not  tell  me 
whether  they  had  ever  heard  a bird  call  after  dark. 

I discarded  the  idea  of  spending  a night  in  the 
vicinity  to  listen  for  the  call  of  petrels  for  two 


reasons ; 
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one,  the  impossibility  of  crawling  down  the  sides  of 
the  cliff,  and  the  other,  the  lack  of  fresh  water  on  the 
mountain  side. 

'If,  in  the  future,  an  expedition  were  to  spend 
some  time  on  the  island,  I believe  this  possibility  would 
be  one  well  worth  looking  into. 

I must  mention  too,  that  the  trees  on  the  sides 
of  the  mountain  grow  in  such  profusion  that  their  tops  are 
an  interwoven  mass  of  vegetation.  One  can  walk  for  miles 
without  seeing  the  sun  through  the  foliage  of  the  trees. 
Furthermore,  Ducula,  Nycticorax , Ptilinopus , and  various 
species  of  small  birds  feed  in  the  tops  of  the  trees  with- 
out the  slightest  danger  of  being  sighted  from  below. 

On  the  road  home,  I twice  found  the"anvil"  stone 
of  Pi tta  novae  guineae  where  individuals  of  this  species 
had  carried  numerous  Mollusca  to  break  their  shells  to 
get  at  the  animal  inside.  At  one  of  these"anvils"  I 
was  able  to  obtain  one  Pitta  as  he  hopped  up  and  down  to 
get  a view  of  me  over  an  intervening  log  which  lay  be- 
tween us. 

Back  in  camp,  I learned  that  Siap  and  Yawa  had 
been  centering  their  attentions  on  Zosterops  and  Eudynamis 
and  with  a certain  degree  of  success. 

Mrs.  Coultas  has  taught  all  three  of  the  boys  to 
skin  out  large  birds  with  a fair  amount  of  proficiency. 
With  small  birds  they  are  helpless. 

November  29  (Wednesday) 
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Na  Lam,  the  younger,  brings  in  another  Hy potaenidia 


He  reports  seeing  the  other  ground  bird  which  he  calls, 

" Su  Pek"  . We  visit  the  area  where  the  bird  has  been 
sighted  but  do  not  find  it.  Again  the  natives  insist 
that  they  will  not  aid  us  in  any  manner  in  obtaining  this 
bird. 

Yesterday,  while  following  the  small  water  course 
to  the  eastward  of  us  I noticed  that  finches  (Lonchura) 
darted  out  of  the  underbrush,  obtained  a drink  of  water 
and  darted  back  into  the  bushes  again.  I concluded  to 
go  there,  make  small  blinds  and  with  my  two  boys  remain 
until  we  had  obtained  a series  of  this  species.  This  we 
did  and  secured  9 specimens  to  crown  our  efforts.  As 
usual  we  found  these  birds  most  difficult  to  collect  with 
the  aux  or  large  cartridges.  Their  skulls  are  very  strong 
and  compact. 

November  30  (Thursday)  Malala. 

This  being  Thanksgiving  Day  we  declared  a holi- 
day and  celebrated  by  shooting  a mess  of  fish,  ample  in 
amount  for  ourselves  and  the  natives  as  well.  Yawa  and 
Siap  returned  by  9 A.M.  with  3 pigs.  The  natives  Re- 
ciprocated by  giving  us  native  foods  and  one  excellent 
watermelon  in  return  for  the  fish.  Thus  a feast  was 
had  by  all. 

Aunali  celebrated  by  running  a nail  into  his  foot, 
which  will  give  us  some  worry  for  several  days.  Luckily 
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for  us,  very  few  natives  ever  contract  tetanus  or  lock-jaw. 
Presumably,  they  are  too  primitive  for  such  diseases  as 


y * December  1 (Friday)  Malala. 

Considerable  rain  off  and  on  all  day  with  spas- 
modic light  squalls  from  the  northwest.  We  are  going  to 
have  this  season  down  around  our  ears  long  before  we  are 
ready  for  it  which  means  that  we  must  forget  the  Schouten 
Islands  and  proceed  direct  to  Manus  from  here. 

December  2 (Saturday)  Malala 

Considerable  rain  and  threatening  weather.  Siap 
and  Yawa  are  put  to  work  threading  labels  in  between 
squalls  while  I get  to  work  labelling  specimens.  I shall 
try  fron  now  on,  to  label  in  the  field  as  we  go  along  and 
taereby  save  long  delays  in  Rabaul  or  other  central  camp. 

The  natives  brought  in  two  Pittas  and  another 
Hypotaenidia.  which  they  had  captured  during  the  night. 
Between  rains  we  were  able  to  collect  2 Eudynamis  and  a 
number  of  Zosterops . not  too  far  distant  from  camp. 

The  natives  are  anticipating  the  approach  of  the 
northwest  season  and  are  now  gathering  in  their  yams 
/nich  they  store  in  their  houses. 

These  people  build  their  homes  well  off  the  ground 
air-*  include  the  storeroom  in  the  house.  A firewood  stor- 
is  made  in  the  roof  of  the  structure  as  well,  which 
n°t  unlike  some  of  the  tribes  of  the  Solomon  Islands. 

December  3 (Sunday)  Malala. 

It  rained  and  blew  all  day.  We  experienced  some 
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0f  the  hardest,  rains  and  winds  we  have  had  in  months. 

A good  sea  has  made  up  outside  which  pounds  with  great 
force  upon  the  beaches.  I continue  labelling  and  pack- 
ing all  day. 

December  4 (Monday)  Malala. 

Still  raining  and  blowing.  The  sea  is  slowly 
eating  into  the  soft  volcanis  sand  along  the  fore  shore 
and  washing  it  into  the  sea.  Eventually,  in  years  to 
come  there  will  be  a good  harbor  here.  I continue  label- 
ing all  day  while  Mrs.  Coultas  and  the  boys  work  on  a se- 
ries of  Zosterops . L-ate  in  the  evening,  a boy  shows  up 

with  a frigate  bird  which  he  killed  with  a stone.  I saved 

it  for  a record  as  this  species  is  known  to  roost  on  the 
far  western  side  of  this  island. 

December  5 (Tuesday)  Malala. 

The  good  ship  "Pato"  comes  around  the  point  at 
about  8:  A.M.,  in  a nasty  squall  and  is  observed  rolling 

like  a lobster  pot.  She  heaves  to  outside  and  I get  out 

to  the  ship  in  a native  canoe. 

It  is  impossible  to  load  here  so  I agree  to  trans- 
port all  of  our  cargo  to  the  eastward  side  of  the  island 
and  load  early  tomorrow  morning  if  the  weather  breaks  in 
the  slightest. 

Thence  to  camp  again  and  spend  the  day  arranging  cargo 
for  the  unfortunate  8 mile  trip  tomorrow.  The  natives  agree 
to  transport  our  effects  for  the  sum  of  one  benzine  tin  of 
rice  a fair  bargain  all  round-. 
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i 'December  6 (Wednesday©  To  the  Pato- 

Rains  continue  during  the  night  and  early  morn- 
ing but  conclude  to  break  camp  and  get  aboard  ship  anyway. 

I go  with  the  boys  to  the  beach  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
island,  get  them  to  put  up  a tent,  and  then  carry  all  of 
our  cargo  down  from  camp/ 

The  Pato  does  not  show  up;  I send  for  her  and 
receive  a note  to  the  effect  that  the  sea  is  too  rough  for 
Mackenzie  to  risk  heaving  to,  off  this  point.  He  sends  his 
boat  and  advises  me  to  send  my  cargo  on  by  boat.  This  is 
far  from  being  a satisfactory  situation  but  the  best  we 
can  make  of  it  at  the  time. 

In  the  end  we  get  all  of  our  cargo  on  board  with 
six  boat  loads,  by  4 in  the  afternoon.  Two  loads  become 
swamped  which  wet  all  of  our  clothing  and  most  of  our  trade 
calicos. 

In  all  fairness  to  Mackenzie, and  his  crack  crew, 
even  I must  say  that  they  exhibited  the  poorest  seaman- 
ship I have  ever  witnessed  anywhere. 

Once  on  board  we  were  faced  with  the  task  of  dry- 
ing all  of  our  effects.  Fortunately,  again  all  of  the 
bird  skins  kept  dry,  as  I had  sense  enough  to  have  them 
transported  overland  all  of  the  way  down  the  coast,  par- 
aj-lel  to  a point  opposite  the  ship. 

In  the  evening,  old  Na  Lam,  as  a last  minute  ges- 
ture,  sent  us  off  a pig  which  he  had  speared:  "Ali  sundi" 
tne  snip's  cook,  failed  to  roast  it  sufficiently  which 


. s-riJ  oT  S models  c a Cl 

*•  i'i’To  "i  \liAi  bn&  ■"  di  3x11*1  sir  fc  eArnidnoo  acti&fi 

> , £ Ji.  O'  ISOX  , 

\qa&o  raoT^  r-*to  f>  cu~ii  mo 
(f.iS  dsxid  ins'll®  aiii  od  eion  £ avisos*! 

. 


rL4iv:  fnsocf  no  ognfio  -jug  1c  I Is  io^  aw  f>ns  orfi  nl 

.n. ....  3 .: 1 j ni  ^ - . „ x£e 


iJA£  ^f£|jtivQ-0  HJO  to  Hi  J-©W  xlolriw  &9qmJSW3 

. cC  H Ho- 

I i JE 

-ir£m.S3  Jcsiccq  scii  "sJ.dHixa  \orii  iarii  \as  I novo 

• onsrlvv-./t*  boaasniJ,  m . a ev.ri  I qiria 


lo  di  i'  -ark'  niiw  boost  onsw  ow  b*iaod  no  aonO 

J : -•■■  1 ■ 2 « , ■■?.  ' .... 

®*  --  ■■  ■■■■>*$  oi  ::>fjpn3  samoa  an  I a ,\tb  sat  an : jie  bnicf 
i -iiJ  xswob  vsw  o-tltf  lo  lis  bmslmovo  fesimo-r  an  a -id 

"..■  i(".! 

, - i 

, ■■■'•'  ; ': 

£ aixfvr  ^ItoeloiVtara  ii  ii’son  oi  bsiial  , o o s‘qi;.-  e i 


' brought  kn  end  to  a most  unpleasant  day. 

December  7 (Thursday)  To  Bag  a Bag. 

We  leave  the  anchorage  at  3 A.M.  for  Bag  a 
Bag  Island,  some  70  miles  to  the  north.  The  weather 
plays  pranks  with  us  and  turns  out  to  be  a very  nice 
day,  with  a smooth  glassy  sea.  Enroute  to  this  island 
we  sight  thousands  of  petrels  (Puffinus  leucome las) which 
are  resting  on  the  water.  These  are  undoubtedly  migrants 
on  their  way  down  from  Japan.  Five  specimens  are  ob- 
tained during  the  day. 

We  reach  a good  anchorage  at  the  south  end  of  Bag 
a Bag  Island  at  3 P.M.,  unpack  most  of  our  trunks  and 
find  correspondence,  bird-skinning  tools,  bird  notes,  etc., 
etc.,  all  wet  with  water  from  yesterday's  adventure. 

There  is  nothing  to  do  but  dry  all  of  these  things  as  quick- 
ly as  possible. 

The  crew  takes  the  boat  to  go  ashore  after  fire- 
wood which  does  away  with  that  conveyance  for  my  use  in 
hunting.  Hence,  I remain  on  board  and  help  dry  our  effects. 

Both  MacKenzies  and  ourselves  are  far  from  being 
in  the  best  of  spirits  during  the  evening. 

I think  the  MacKenzies  wanted  very  much  to  take  us  up 
the  Sepic  River  where  they  could  spend  their  time  re- 
cruiting native  labor. 

Skinned  out  and  made  up  the  petrels  during  the  after- 
noon and  evening. 


December  8 (Friday) 


To  Kar  Kar  Island 
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Did  not  get  away  from  our  anchorage  until  8:30 
A.M.  as  Mac  insisted  on  the  sun  being  high  enough  for 
him  to  see  the  reefs  before  leaving  harbor. 

We  had  a most  pleasant  day  along  the  eastern 
side  of  Bag  a Bag  and  then  to  Kar  Kar  Island.  When 
abeam  of  the  latter  at  3 P.M.  we  altered  our  course  and 
steered  almost  due  north  in  the  direction  of  Manus  Ad- 
miralty Islands. 

We  were  favored  with  a calm  sea,  without  wind, 
all  day.  The  engine  worked  very  well. 

December  9 (Saturday)  To  M ' Buke  Islands. 

We  sighted  the  Purdy  Islands  at  daylight. 

These  are  now  all  planted  up  to  cocoanuts  and  hardly 
worth  visiting;  furthermore,  there  is  no  anchorage  at 
any  of  these  islands  either. 

During  the  morning  I observed  one  solitary  Phala- 
crocorax  (cormorant),  flying  at  sea.  This  is  the  only 
individual  of  this  species  I have  ever  met  with  in  the 
Bismarck  Archipelago,  and  I have  no  idea  where  this  spe- 
cies roosts  or  nests. 

We  continue  on  and  put  up  at  the  M,Buke  Islands 
early  in  the  afternoon.  All  ©f  us  agree  to  g0  there 

first  and  and  anchor  for  the  night  as  these  waters  abound 
in  unchartered  reefs  which  would  make  travel  at  night 
most  hazardous. 

We  reach  the  M'Buke  Islands,  just  at  dark  and 
have  the  devil's  own  time  coming  to  an  anchorage. 
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After  three  attempts  at  passing  around  reefs,  a native 
in  a canoe  came  out  and  piloted  us  inside  a moderately 
well  protected  bay. 

Once  at  anchor  swarms  of  natives  in  canoes  came 
out  to  the  ship  to  trade  bead  work  and  trinkets  for  to- 
bacco, calicos,  shillings,  and  anything  we  had  to  offer. 

This  is  our  first  taste  of  the  Manus  people  and 
we  find  them  most  noisy  and  insolent.  It  doesn't  take 
us  long  to  chase  them  away.  We  notice  too,  the  lack  of 
native  foods,  such  as  sago  root,  pumpkins,  taro,  pan  pan 
and  bananas  that  are  used  and  which  are  brought  over 
from  the  mainland  where  they  have  been  acquired  by  a sys- 
tem of  barter  of  smoked  fish  for  vegetables. 

These  island  people  are  shrewd  tradesmen  and  have 
this  reputation  throughout  the  group. 

In  appearance  they  are  copper-colored  and  not  un- 
like the  Caroline  islanders  to  the  north  of  this  group 
of  islands. 

December  10  (Sunday)  M'Buke 

Awake  at  daylight  and  find  hordes  of  natives 
alongside,  in  their  canoes.  They  have  all  sorts  of  im- 
plements for  trade.  There  are  large  cooking  jars  in 
abundance,  made  of  red  earth  similar  to  the  pots  of  the 
Philippine  islanders  but  without  the  legs  on  which  to 
stand.  Some  have  a 'kunder'  or  bamboo  ring  upon  which 
these  jars  rest  (or  sit).  Wooden  spoons,  either  com- 
pletely caived  of  wood  or  fastened  to  a half  cocoanut 
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shell,  accompany  the  bowls  and  serve  as  ladles. 

Others  have  beadwork  to  sell;  this  is  artistic- 
ally done  even  if  the  colors  clash  and  glare.  There  are 
armlets,  small  mats  for  teapots  and  wall  decorations  for 
purchase . 

Still  another  group  displays  bowls  made  of  hard 
wood  and  that  stand  on  little  wooden  legs. 

I send  Siap  and  Yawa  hunting.  They  return  in  a 
few  minutes  with  enough  pigeons  for  our  dinner  tonight. 

The  weather  is  bright,  calm  and  clear  and  hot 
all  day,  so  that  we  cannot  leave  the  harbor.  With  a sea 
as  flat  and  calm  as  this  it  is  impossible  to  see  a reef 
5 feet  ahead  of  the  ship. 

December  11  (Monday)  Malai  Bay. 

I came  down  with  a high  fever  during  the  morning 
but  was  rid  of  it  in  the  afternoon;  the  dose  was  due  to 
the  hot  sun  yesterday. 

The  ship  gets  away  about  the  middle  of  the  morn- 
ing with  a Manus  boy  as  a pilot  and  reaches  a good  anchor- 
age at  the  land  end  of  Malai  Bay  on  the  south  coast  of 
Manus,  at  4 P.M. 

We  go  ashore  with  the  Tol  Tol  of  the  village  in 
his  canoe  and  find  a good  Government  rest  house  situated 
on  a knoll  about  100  feet  above  the  ocean.  There  are  a 
number  of  small  buildings  scattered  around  the  area  which 
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can  be  used  as  boys  houses.  This  will  save  us  a tre- 
mendous amount  of  time  arranging  camp. 

The  whole  country  surrounding  the  little  knoll 
is  swampy , marshy  terrain.  One  would  have  to  travel  sev- 
eral miles  inland  to  find  good  solid  ground. 

December  12  (Tuesday)  Kaban  Village. 

All  of  our  necessary  effects  ashore  first  thing 
in  the  morning.  Luckily,  the  villagers  volunteered  in 
droves,  to  help  and  soon  had  our  duffle  in  the  house. 

MacKenzie  was  very  reluctant  about  letting  his 
crew  halp  with  the  cargo.  I knew  from  the  start  that  we 
would  have  friction  on  such  a small  ship  but  never  ex- 
pected it  so  soon.  Nevertheless  I shall  hold  Mackenzie  to 
his  contract  to  work  Manus  whether  or  not  he  like  it. 

Deep  down  in  his  mind,  MacKenzie  wanted  to  talk  us  into 
a long  trip  up  the  Sepic  River  and  not  Manus.  We  will 
work  the  latter  and,  thoroughly. 

Rain  set  in  about  10  and  continued  all  day.  I 
had  to  go  to  bed  with  fever  and  tried  hard  to  sweat  it  all 
out  of  my  system. 

Here  too,  there  are  precious  few  fresh  vegetables. 
A f ew  papaya,  pumpkins  and  greens  were  all  the  natives  had 
to  offer  us.  The  principal  diet  of  these  villagers  con- 
sists of  "sak  sak",  which  is  made  of  the  inside  pulp  of 
the  nepa  palm. 

The  boys  were  put  to  work  sewing  an  additional 
strip  on  our  large  canvas  tent-fly,  as  the  present  one  is 
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not  sufficient  for  our  needs.  Two  locals  were  also  engaged 
to  assist  our  boys  in  this  undertaking. 

December  13  (Wednesday)  Kaban. 

All  of  us  on  our  first  hunting  foray  this  morning. 
The  whole  lay-out  of  the  country  is  far  different  from  any- 
area  we  have  so  far  traversed  during  our  travels.  In  all 
directions,  we  find  low  marshy  ground  which  is  cris-crossed 
with  salt  water  channels  and  bayaus.  The  earth  is  a 
sticky  reddish  clay  composition.  In  passing  over  it  one  is 
convinced  that  this  island  or  this  portion  of  it,  is  of 
great  geological  age.  Nepa  palms,  mangrove  thickets,  heavy 
underbrush,  rank  growths  of  weeds,  barbed  vines,  grow  in 
profusion  everywhere.  There  are,  here  and  there,  a number 
of  tall  trees  in  patches  and  back  inland  on  solid  ground. 
Bamboo  thickets  of  impassable  density  are  also  met  with 
at  intervals. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  native  trails  thru  the  bush 
and  swamps,  but  even  when  using  these, one  is  forced  to 
wade  thru  water  a good  portion  of  the  time. 

Bird  life  was  found  to  be  quite  prolific  in  the 
species  that  are  present.  During  our  first  day  we  obtained 
quite  a variety  of  material:  Porphyrio , Ninox,  Accipi ter , 
Micropsitta,  Pti  IAn.2EH§.i  and  Zos  terops . One  Re  inward  toena 
browni  was  brought  in  but  was  so  badly  shot  up  that  it 
could  not  be  saved. 

December  14  (Thursday)  Kaban. 

Mrs.  Coultas  began  her  shell  collection.  She  con- 
tracted with  the  natives  to  bring  her  all  kinds  of  land 
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snails  in  good  condition  with  the  animal  alive  inside. 

By  a more  or  less  graduating  scale  of  return  she  agrees 
to  pay  beads  for  snails  received.  The  natives  lose  no 
time  in  flooding  her  with  material.  Unfortunately  we  have 
considerable  difficulty  in  getting  the  specimens  clean  at 
the  beginning  of  the  work. 

In  the  swamps  Porphyr io  is  a very  common  individ- 
ual. One  hears  its  shrill  wail  at  all  hours  of  the  night 
and  day;  at  times  one  even  sees  the  species  working  about 
in  the  low  bushes  near  the  house.  When  questioned,  the 
natives  insisted  that  this  is  the  only  ground  known  to  them 
here.  When  shown  an  example  of  Hypotaenidia . they  informed 
me  that  I would  find  that  species  on  the  small  islands  to 
the  westward  of  Manus  island.  As  most  of  these  boys  are 
good  canoeists  who  have  traveled  pretty  well  over  their 
group,  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  their  word. 

•^he  common  duck  of  the  Pacific,  Anas  supercilliosa 
is  also  here  in  abundance.  The  natives  regularly  snare 
this  species  and  use  it  for  food.  They  were  not  at  all 
hesitant  about  performing  this  task  for  us. 

kittle  Micropsitta  muki  is  also  a most  abundant 
resident  of  the  swampy  land  around  this  Bay.  We  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  finding  an  excellent  series  of  this  specie 
Here,  Mi cropsitta  searches  for  the  larvae  of  white 
ants  as  he  does  elsewhere. 

December  15  (Friday)  Laban> 

The  Manus  boys  who  have  be 
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strip  of  canvas  on  the  tent  finish  that  and  paint  it  with 
tar  and  oil. 

All  of  us  in  the  swamp  hunting  but  find  only  a 
limited  variety  of  birds.  No  herons  have  been  encountered 
yet  though  I know  that  they  are  here  from  having  heard 
their  cry  at  night. 

Natives,  in  hundreds  continue  to  crowd  around  the 
premises;  they  are  noisy,  boisterous  and  quarrelsome.  We 
are  forever  chasing  them  away  only  to  have  them  return  again 
Everyone  one  of  them  chews  beetle-nut  and  expectorates 
ail  over  himself  and  the  surrounding  country.  We  find  it 
some  problem  to  keep  them  from  spraying  us.  No  matter 
how  angry  we  become  they  will  not  go  away  nor  cease  their 
continuous  loud  quarrelsome  jibbering. 

In  the  evening  I was  able  to  obtain  a few  swifts 
from  a flock  which  was  feeding  above  the  house. 

December  16  (Saturday)  Kaban. 

Our  force  of  boys  now  at  "outs"  with  the  crew 
of  the  Pato  over  some  native  tobacco  which  Aunali  has 
lost.  Like  everyone  else,  black  and  white,  quarrels  upset 
them  and  interfere  with  the  task  in  hand.  Natives  most 
always  become  distracted  over  some  trifle  and  will  spend 
days  brooding  over  it  before  settling  back  to  normalcy. 

I believe  half  our  time  is  spent  pouring  oil  on  troubled 
waters  just  to  get  the  crew  in  a suitable  frame  of  mind 
to  go  to  work  again.  In  former  times  these  people  set- 
tled their  differences  with 


spears  and  clubs;  now  they 
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'try  to  get  satisfaction  with  their  vocal  organs. 

December  17  (Sunday)  Kaban. 

I attempted  to  make  a settlement  over  the  tobacco 
controversy  but  got  nowhere  with  it.  There  is  nothing 
for  me  to  do  but  let  the  matter  wear  itself  out. 

I worked  up  a few  birds  and  spent  the  rest  of  the 
day  labeling  specimens. 

The  natives  from  across  the  bay  came  over  with  a 
great  collection  of  land  snails  but  most  of  these  were 
dead  before  they  reached  us  and  had  to  be  discarded. 

December  18  (Monday)  Kaban. 

Another  day  in  the  bush  with  the  same  results  as 
previously.  We  are  not  properly  located  to  get  a good 
series  of  the  ornis  of  the  island  ( a representative  series) 
so  conclude  to  return  aboard  ship  tomorrow  morning  early 
and  make  a quick  trip  to  the  western  island  for  rails  be- 
fore the  northwest  season  sets  in. 

December  19  (Tuesday)  To  Beepi  Island. 

Broke  camp  at  daylight  and  rushed  all  our  effects 
aboard  ship  to  leave  at  10  A.M.  for  the  western  islands. 

After  a moderately  pleasant  day  we  reach  Sisi 
Mandarih  Island,  about  4:30  in  the  afternoon  to  remain 
for  the  night.  Our  anchorage  is  not  the  best,  but  will 
suffice  if  we  do  not  encounter  squalls.  A number  of  na- 
tives come  off  to  the  ship  in  canoes  and  are  shown  ex- 
amples of  Hypotaenidia.  They  all  confirm  the  report  that 


We  will  find  rails  to  be  numerous  on  the  small  islands* 
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'The  chief  of  the  village  agreed  to  accompany  us  and 
show  MacKenzie  the  passages  between  the  reefs  to  these 
scattered  little  islands. 

December  20  (Wednesday)  To  Shoki  Island. 

Proceeded  to  the  small  island  of  "Shoki"  as  the 
natives  call  it  and  reached  it  about  10  A.M.  There  being 
no  anchorage,  Mac  hove  to  with  his  ship  while  we  went 
ashore  to  the  tiny  islet  and  there  among  the  low  trees 
and  shrubs  found  Hypotaenidia  in  abundance.  This  was  a 
most  unusual  experience  for  me  to  find  rails  on  a low 
sandy  islet,  miles  from  any  large  stretch  of  land. 

There  were,  besides  the  rails  on  the  ground,  thous^ — 
ands  of  lesser  noddy  terns  nesting  in  the  trees.  The  whole 
place  reeked  with  ammonia  fumes. 

Hypotaenidia.  though  plentiful,  dodged  quickly 
from  one  clump  of  weeds  to  another  and  had  to  be  collected 
while  on  the  run.  We  had  little  difficulty  in  obtaining 
some  22  specimens  in  less  than  two  hours.  These  pro- 
cured, we  returned  to  the  ship  and  back  to  the  anchorage 
at  Sisi  Mandarin  for  the  night. 

December  21  (Thursday)  Beepi  Island. 

flemained  at  the  anchorage  all  day  and  worked  up 
remainder  of  the  rails  from  yesterday.  As  many  of 
Se  were  fat,  I concluded  to  wash  all  of  them  in 

ene.  Even  with  this  precaution  I was  unable  to  keep 
many  of 

rle  labels  from  becoming  grease  stained. 
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Much  of  this  latter  is  due,  I think  to  the  fact  that  the 
legs  and  feet  of  the  birds  are  slit,  thus  permitting 
grease  to  work  out  and  down  to  the  labels. 

The  weather  became  unsettled  in  the  afternoon  and 
convinced  us  that  we  were  wise  in  not  making  another  trip 
to  the  island. 

December  22  (Friday)  To  Skoki . 

Back  to  the  little  island  of  Skoki  again  where 
we  obtained  20  more  rails  to  complete  our  series.  These 
were  obtained  under  conditions  similar  to  those  of  two 
days  before.  Despite  the  inroads  we  made  on  the  birds 
we  noticed  plenty  of  them  darting  about  among  the  bushes 
at  the  time  we  left. 

Here,  as  on  other  islands  that  we  previously  vis- 
ited, we  noticed  a peculiar  type  of  bush  with  small  barbed 
leaves  on  its  stems  which,  when  touched,  cling  to  the 
object  brushing  against  it.  The  stems  of  the  plant  are 
quite  brittle;  easily  broken.  Wind  often  breaks  them  and 
blowing  numbers  of  them  about,  causes  them  to  accumulate 
in  large  balls  or  masses  not  unlike  our  tumble  weed  of 
the  western  prairies. 

Terns  fluttering  about  on,  or  near  the  ground, 
become  entangled  in  these  bushes.  Once  enmeshed  in  the 
brambles  they  become  so  fastened  they  never  get  out  but 
^ie  a lingering  death  of  starvation.  Several  hundred 
birds  were  observed  in  this  predicament,  all  in  various 
sb&ges  of  emaciation  or  dead. 
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'I  tried  to  liberate  several  but  found  them  so  weak  from 
undernourishment  that  they  could  not  fly. 

Our  series  obtained,  we  returned  to  the  ship, 
after  Mrs.  Coultas  had  obtained  a number  of  photos  and  I 
had  added  a number  of  terns'  eggs  to  the  collection. 

Aboard  ship  we  proceeded  back  to  the  mainland  of 
Manus  Island  proper,  and  anchored  there  for  the  night. 

The  weather  is  becoming  very  unsettled  with  in- 
dications of  a very  hard  blow  from  the  northwest.  We 
can  count  ourselves  fortunate  for  having  our  collection 
from  the  small  islands  otherwise  we  would  be  required  to 
wait  until  next  April  before  going  to  these  Islands. 

Bird  skinning  aboard  the  ship  was  not  extremely 
pleasant  but  progressed  favorably. 

December  23  (Saturday)  Kalai  Bay. 

Finish  up  our  specimens  early  in  the  morning. 

1 had  planned  to  do  a little  collecting  here  but  the  on  - 
coming  northwest  weather  convinced  me  that  we  should  get 
out  of  our  present  anchorage  and  continue  on  to  the  south- 
ward to  be  in  the  lea  of  the  island. 

This  we  do  and  anchor  in  the  large  unchartered 
Bay  which  the  natives  call  Kalai  Bay.  Our  position  is 
a favorable  one,  sandwiched  as  we  are  between  a number 
of  reefs. 

December  24-26  ( Sunday -Tuesday ) Kalai  Bay. 

These  three  days  were  devoted  to  Christmas 
Celebrations.  As  the  Australian  Government  requires 
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that  this  -time  must  be  given  to  the  natives,  we  do  as  much. 
Besides,  every  indentured  native  is  awarded  a "present" 
for  his  services.  I was  dumbfounded  by  the  amount  of 
stuff  MacKenzie  donated  to  the  crew.  A new  calico  and  a few 
sticks  of  tobacco  are  sufficient  at  any  time.  One  is  not 
expected  to  turn  out  the  contents  of  a trade  store  on  such 
occasion. 

Considerable  inclement  weather  was  experienced 
during  these  days  as  well.  We  are  fortunate  to  be  in  a 
well  protected  anchorage;  otherwise  we  might  have  been  in 
difficulties. 

The  MacKenzies  felt  keenly  that  we  did  not  pull 
up  anchor  and  proceed  to  the  settlement  at  Lombrum  for 
the  holidays  but  I did  not  see  the  necessity  for  traveling 
300  miles  for  such  a pastime  when  we  will  be  in  Lombrum 
within  a couple  of  months  and  can  then  take  a day  or  two 
if  we  feel  so  inclined. 

Only  a f ew  natives  in  canoes,  from  some  dis- 
tances visited  the  ship. 

December  27  (Wednesday)  Kalai  Bay. 

Ashore  hunting  most  of  the  day.  I made  attempt 
to  locate  a suitable  camp  site  where  we  might  collect  for 
a.  short  while  but  gave  it  up  in  the  end.  There  are  no  na- 
tives living  in  the  bush  consequently  there  are  no  marked 
trails  and  no  garden  areas.  The  whole  terrain  is  a broken 
shambles  of  bamboo  thickets,  secondary  bush  and  swampy 
areas  over  run  with  ^epa  palms,  coarse  swamp  weeds  and 
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mangrove  thickets. 


Behind  this  area  lies  a low  ridge  or 
upland  which  reaches  an  altitude  of  about  150  feet.  There 
on  the  higher  ground  one  again  encounters  bamboo  thickets, 
secondary  growth  and  scarcely  any  true  forest.  The  place 
swarms  with  mosquitoes. 

I concluded  to  go  back  to  Malai  Bay  for  a few 
days,  work  there  and  find  means  of  getting  into  the  moun- 
tains which  lie  toward  the  center  of  the  island,  as  soon 
as  expedient. 

December  28  (Thursday)  To  Malai  Bay. 

*]/e  have  an  interesting  day  dodging  around  among 
reefs  enroute  to  Malai  Bay.  Toward  noon  we  stop  for  a few 
minutes  at  a small  group  of  islands  callled  Patali  where 
we  observe  an  abandoned  cocoanut  plantation.  All  of  the 
ouildings  have  rotted  down  and  no  natives  are  living  there 
so  we  do  not  find  it  advantageous  to  spend  any  time  there. 

At  Malai  Bay  we  anchor  about  half  way  down  the  harbor 
at  a village  called  Malai.  Ashore,  I found  a really  mag- 
nificent Government  house--  by  far  the  nicest  rest  house 
1 have  seen  in  the  south  seas.  This  one  is  built  of  very 
thick  planks  and  rafters  and  has  a very  high  roof  which 
will  assure  us  of  a cool  circulation  of  air  in  the  middle 
the  day. 

December  29  (Friday)  Malai  Village. 

We  find  ourselves  in  a very  comfortable  camp  for 
a change.  We  are  high  enough  above  the  swamps  to  be  free 
of  mosquitoes  and  far  enough  away  from  the 


native  viliage 
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to  have  quiet  sleep  at  night. 

The  bush  to  the  interior  holds  a much  greater 
variety  of  species  than  at  other  places  visited.  We 
record:  Edolisoma , Pitta  , Megapodius  , Graucalus  , Coco- 
man ti  s , Philemon, and  others,  almost  immediately.  The 
natives  are  even  noisier  than  those  down  the  bay,  if 
such  could  be  possible. 

Yawa  and  Aunali  are  both  suffering  from  boils. 
Siap  is  too  dirty  and  tough  skinned  to  be  troubled  with 
such  ailment. 

December  30  (Saturday)  Malai  Bay- 

We  finish  off  the  year  with  a series  of  small 
birds.  ^either  Siap  nor  I have  found  the  good  collect- 
ing area  yet. 

In  the  afternoon  I observed  a single  specimen  of 
the  black  and  white  Lorres  Straits  pigeon,  Myr isticivora 
as  it  was  flying  along  a bluff  of  land  some  miles  dis- 
tant. This  is  the  only  time  during  our  entire  stay 
on  Manus  that  the  bird  was  observed. 

December  31  (Sunday)  Malai. 

The  crew  of  the  Pato  dynamite  fish  and  bring  us 
81.  Our  boys  smoke  them  for  future  use.  MacKenzie  and 
wife  call  and  spend  a pleasant  afternoon.  They  will 
journey  up  the  coast,  find  a sandy  beach  and  haul  their 
ship  up  to  examine  her  bottom  and  clean  it. 

We  expect  MacKenzie  back  here  by  the  10th  of 


the  month 
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January  1 (Monday)  Malai. 

No  collecting  during  the  day.  The  entire  staff 
was  given  a holiday  in  accordance  with  regulations. 

MacKenzie  and  the  Pato  leave  for  up  the  coast,  to  put  the 
vessel  on  a patch  of  sand  if  that  can  be  found. 

I engaged  in  making  bird  notes  and  labeling  spec- 
imens. I wish  to  get  as  many  of  these  as  possible  out 
of  the  way  before  we  go  to  the  settlement  at  Lombrum. 

Once  we  reach  there  we  will  forward  a large  case  of  ma- 
terial to  the  Museum. 

During  the  afternoon,  a number  of  natives  from 
across  the  bay  arrived,  bringing  us  a collection  of  land 
snails.  These  had  not  been  cleaned  and  gave  us  no  end 
°f  trouble  as  many  had  died. 

January  2 (Tuesday)  Malai. 

The  island  of  Manus,  unlike  other  islands  of  this 
territory  has  a troublesome  insect,  of  the  order  of  Diptera. 
This  one  resembles  in  size,  color  and  stinging  qualities, 

°ur  own  American  h<orse  fly  of  the  middle  western  prairie. 

No  matter  how  careful  we  are,  a number  of  these  torment 
Us  every  day  while  we  are  seated  outside  of  the  mosquito- 
Pr°°f  room  preparing  specimens.  When  stung,  the  infected 
area  swells  badly  and  becomes  very  painful. 

Siap  collecting  all  day  and  returns  with  a nice 
Seri<es  of  Graucalus  and  a few  Edilosoma.  rfe  also  turned 
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in  a Pitta  which  proved  to  be  much  larger  and  much  darker 
in  coloration  than  those  we  have  seen  elsewhere.  Yawa 
is  still  incapacitated  on  account  of  his  boil  which  by  now 
is  the  size  of  a tea  cup. 


The  natives  brought  us  a number  of  lobsters  which 
they  caught  during  the  night,  in  the  surf.  These  we  pur- 
chased for  the  enormous  sum  of  one  5-cent  stick  of  trade 
tobacco  each. 


I,  working  Siap’s  birds  and  labeling  back  col- 
lections. Mrs.  ^oultas  engaged  at  land  snails. 

January  3 (Wednesday)  ^alai. 

Siap  and  I hunting  all  day,  and  together.  We 
found  practically  all  of  the  terrain  to  be  swampy  and 
most  difficult  to  penetrate.  There  are  scarcely  any 
paths  or  trails  back  into  the  interior  as  the  natives  spend 
nearly  all  of  their  time  at  the  salt  water  and  have  no 
gardens  to  tend  which  require  trails.  In  fact,  these 
are  the  first  people  we  have  dealt  with  who  do  not  have 
some  kind  of  greens  in  their  diet. 

In  the  afternoon  we  hear  an  engine  which  proves 
fo  be  the  fato.  It  transpired  that  Mackenzie  has  been 
°n  a reef  most  of  the  time  since  leaving  us;  though  they 
do  not  want  us  to  know  this  fact. 

January  4 (Thursday)  Malai. 

A rather  miserable  day  all  round — continuous 
rains  which  prevent  any  of  us  from  collecting.  I spend 
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I spend  ray  time  labeling  specimens. 


The  Mackenzies  call  and  explain  that  they  had 
not  found  a suitable  sand  beach  but  felt  that  they  must 
go  on  to  Lombrum  where  they  know  they  can  accomplish 
their  purpose.  We  asked  them  to  wait  until  next  Tues- 
day when  we  will  be  ready  to  go  part  way  with  them.  By 
that  time  I hope  to  have  made  a good  representative  col- 
lection of  this  area. 

January  5 (Friday)  Malai. 

Yawa's  boil  broke  this  morning,  which  is  a good 
omen  for  him.  I have  engaged  the  services  of  "Darkaneu" 
of  the  Pato  who  will  replace  Yawa  for  a few  days.  ihe 
new  boy  and  Siap  did  what  was  expected  of  them  and  played 
horse  for  the  day.  They  were  soundly  reprimanded  for 
their  day  of  loafing. 

Several  locals  were  engaged  to  work  on  land  snails 
They  have  done  a very  fine  job  but  I am  not  so  sure  that 
a weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid  is  the  proper  bath  to 
put  shells  into. 

January  6 (Saturday)  uialai. 

Worked  at  birds  all  day.  The  crew  of  the  Pato 
shot  fish  and  returned  with  a fine  boat  load  which  they 

smoked. 

Word  has  reached  here  that  the  Government  ratrol 
Officer , Mr.  Oakley  has  the  reputation  of  being  very 
strict  with  his  charges. 


■ 

‘ T*3 

' is  ,rr  • Ifc',  a i xJ 
3.J  - odd-  c iii I q a 2 fj f i t\  .iso  ssisns^oia  eiJT 

. ilqraoooa  nao  1(9.:d  tvoriaJ  i arid  eisriw  m trie?  mo  J ci  ao  c , 

tMld  ...  - A6£  ?iV 

* 

a viJ- sd«g.-.s'T*:e'i  noag  a ebrirt  avsri  cd  aqoil  I emid  djs.ri j 

ex  ad  'to  . . 0 j i 

* ' ■ " • t-  i . - ; ..  v 

< ; . c 1 .c  ...  / 

. 

* -a..  ■ V-  . ir  or  . OXfi'-  o'v  I-‘ 

HX^Lq.;  bcua  maxij  io  osdoagxs  sav  dsrfv  bit  qelZ  bn»  ^pd  mitt 

. 

. • : . ;c  V_.<  • . 

.:..  bn&X  no  jiiqw  oj  b3$£g«®  e a a vv  eisoci  .. x.  ■. a ve  c. 

Xx  . 02  Jen  hue  d.ncf  ior,  o>i il  .3  c-nob  ayac  ^tx 

od  fidficf  ■xscicaq  axfj  ex  bice  oilodaao  *0  noi  Jxloa  ateev  £ 

. j c i . 1 i e 

■■•  . ' - ■ . : 

^9 rid  iioixi'  oca..  Jeo d artil  & ili£yi  be  go  pi  90.  hem.  ei ail  decs 

. • 

' 

- 

. e £ r , ..  £ vv  ,v  ; : . 


January  7 (Sunday)  Malai. 

At  work,  packing  the  large  case  and  now  have  it 
three  quarters  full  by  night.  When  the  available  Manus 
material,  now  in  the  racks,  is  dry,  I shall  have  the  case 
ready  to  ship  to  New  York. 

A number  of  fresh  water  and  land  snails  were 
brought  in  today.  Mrs.  Joultas  has  well  over  a thousand 
for  her  work  to  date;  though  both  of  us  and  the  natives 
have  a long  way  to  go  before  we  can  handle  these  com- 
petently . 

Tonight,  when  I asked  the  natives  why  they  had 
planted  no  garden,  they  reminded  me  that  it  was  "too 
much  work".  It  is  much  easier  for  them  to  let  their 
pound  "sak  sak"  all  day. 

Considerable  rain,  off  and  on  all  day  with  hordes 
of  Kanakas  huddled  under  the  house.  Every  time  we  drove 
them  out  another  band  would  appear.  Such  a quarrelsome 
lot  I have  never  seen  before. 

January  8 (Monday)  To  Towi  Island. 

Broke  camp  at  daylight  and  hired  the  locals  to 
transport  our  effects  to  the  beach.  This  they  did  in 
short  order  being  only  too  glad  to  get  rid  of  us. 

The  boat's  crew  of  the  Pato  wasted  time  in 
transporting  our  effects  to  the  ship  and  succeeded  in 
Wetting  the  last  of  it  in  a rain  squall  that  blew  up. 

Again  we  all  get  away  to  a poor  start  with  everyone  dis- 
aSreeable  and  grumpy. 
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1/Ve  left  the  anchorage  at  11  A.M.  and  reached 
the  Towi  Islands  up  the  coast  around  4 in  the  after- 
noon. Here  we  were  told  we  would  find  a Government  rest 
house . 

The  Towi  Islands,  three  in  number  and  situated 
about  in  the  center  of  the  south  coast  of  Manus  Island, 
lie  about  three  miles  off  shore.  They  are  low,  sandy, 
partially  wooded  islands  and  covered  also  with  a very 
short  tuft  grass  where  lumber  is  not  present.  All  three 
of  the  islands  are  populated  with  a race  of  fishermen. 

These  people  make  no  gardens  but  trade  the  produce  of  the 
sea  with  the  mainlanders  for  sago  pulp  or  "sak  sak"  as 
it  is  called. 

January  9 (Wednesday)  Towi  Islands. 

MacKenzie  ashore  for  a couple  of  hours  to  have 
a look  at  the  small  islands.  The  largest  must  be  at  least 
a mile  long  by  a quarter  of  a mile  wide.  The  other  two 
must  be  smaller.  We  found  a very  nice  Government  rest 
house  but  no  birds.  A few  minutes  in  the  bush  and  grass- 
land convinced  me  we  would  be  wasting  our  time  here. 

Neither  did  the  natives  recognize  examples  of  finches, 
j±isticola  etc.,  of  which  I showed  them  specimens. 

They  stated  further  that  such  birds  did  not 
inhabit  the  grassland  across  the  straits  from  us  either. 

Decided  to  take  the  afternoon  and  visited  the 
grasslands  on  the  mainland.  These  are  perched  on  the  side 
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'of  a mountain  and  are  about  1200  feet  and  more  above 
sea  level.  Not  one  of  the  several  areas  is  more  than 
an  acre  in  extent  and  none  of  them  held  any  sign  of 
grassland  ornis. 

January  10  ( Thursday)  Drabui. 

We  concluded  to  go  on  to  the  village  of  Drabui 
which  offers  the  possibility  of  a road  into  the  interior 
of  the  island.  We  are  told  that  we  can  get  in  from  there 
if  the  natives  will  consent  to  carry  us. 

Two  guides  were  employed  who  agreed  to  show  us 
the  area  and  extent  of  the  reefs  between  Towi  Islands  and 
Drabui,  some  10  miles  distant.  Our  run  was  made  in  just 
a little  under  two  hours,  which  brought  us  to  the  local- 
ity at  noon. 

Ashore  at  Drabui,  we  found  a large  village  of 
35  or  40  houses  and  at  least  200  inhabitants.  There  is 
a rather  presentable  rest  house  and  several  other  build- 
ings. One  of  these  can  be  made  into  a cook  house  and 
bird  preparation  center. 

No  end  of  natives  volunteered  to  shift  our  cargo 
for  us.  We  had  a rather  large  amount  as  we  plan  to  fill 
fhe  big  case  with  specimens  and  forward  that  along  with 
an  assortment  of  small  skins  and  shells  and  other  spec- 
imens in  smaller  ammunition  boxes. 

As  we  plan  to  get  into  the  mountains  from  here 
We  are  making  allowance  for  a five  weeks'  stay. 
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The  house  cook,  we  are  told,  is  an  abandoned 
church.  It  seemed  that  a missionary  came,  started  the 
church  and  then  gave  tip  in  disgust.  We  are  grateful  to 
him  for  the  building. 

January  11  (Thursday).  Drabui.  The  in- 
habitants of  this  village  are  forest  people  not  accustomed 
to  the  environment  of  the  sea.  One  notices  it  in  their 
walk,  their  actions  in  canoes,  etc.  Their  houses,  too, 
are  different  from  those  we  have  seen  on  the  small  islands 
and  at  Malai  Bay.  As  individuals  they  possess  a much 
more  robust  physique  than  the  salt  water  men,  are  sturdier, 
dirtier,  quicker  in  their  actions,  and  not  quite  so  ag- 
gressive . 

We  are  told  that  it  is  only  within  the  past  ten 
years  that  these  inland  natives  have  come  down  to  the 
coast  to  live.  Incidentally,  we  know  that  nearly  all  of 
them  possess  abodes  or  dwellings  in  the  interior  as  well 
as  here  at  Drabui.  Thus,  when  a visiting  government 
patrol  officer,  a missionary,  or  a wandering  naturalist 
puts  in  his  appearance  every  one  moves  down  to  Drabui  and 
remains  there  until  the  uninvited  guest  has  gone.  Once 
the  white  menace  has  disappeared  every  one  goes  back  to 
his  home  in  the  interior  where  he  remains  in  blissful 
isolation . 


By  this  simple  method  of  dual  abode,  th< 

People,  like  many  others,  hope  to  keep  the  white  man  out 
their  country.  If  we  are  to  interpret  the  minds  of 
the  natives  correctly,  it  isn't  so  much  the  inquisitive- 
uess  of  the  white  man  and  hi 
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is  such  a gullible  fellow)  that  causes  the  harm  so  much 
as  the  foreign  devils  or  spirits  that  accompany  the  out- 
sider. These  unknown  or  unfamiliar  spirits  or  taboos 
can  become  especially  troublesome  in  as  much  the  local 
medicine  men  or  high  chiefs  have  no  antitoxins  with 
which  to  combat  their  evils.  As  an  example  let  us  sup- 
pose that  a white  man  bathes  in  a river  or  stream  of 
water  and  later  a native  or  natives  wash  in  the  same  body 
of  water.  At  any  time,  perhaps  a week  or  a year  or 
more  after  this  gesture  toward  cleanliness  on  the  part  of 
the  foreigner,  shovild  one  of  the  natives  who  used  the 
water,  or  even  crossed  it,  become  sick  or, furthermore, 
die,  the  blame  for  the  native's  sickness  or  death  will  be 
placed  upon  an  evil  spirit  which  the  white  man  washed  out 
of  his  body.  The  death  of  many  white  men  has  been 

brought  about  by  just  such  inductive  reasoning. 

There  is,  also,  an  economic  basis  for  the  ex- 
istence of  this  village  of  Drabui.  For  countless  genera- 
tions the  inhabitants  of  the  small  outlying  islands  nearby 
and  these  interior  people  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
changing their  wares  and  commestibles  with  one  another 
at  stipulated  intervals,  such  as  the  day  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  new  moon,  etc.,  etc.  Since  neither  fac- 
tion could  raise  or  obtain  what  the  other  had  without 
this  system  of  barter,  both  looked  to  the  other  for  help 
ih  the  matter  of  economic  well-being.  It  so  happened 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  small  sandy  islands  possessed 
an  abundance  of  fish  (which  they  preserved  by  smoking), 
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clams,  lobsters,  pretty  and  valuable  (gold  tip)  shells, 
cocoanuts,  and  other  commerce  of  the  sea,  while  the 
mountain  people,  on  the  mainland  of  the  large  island, 
cultivated  taro,  yams,  bananas,  beetle-nut,  pineapples, 
sweet  potatoes,  pumpkins,  sago,  and  greens.  They  also 
possessed  baskets,  earthenware  jars,  wood  and  stones  for 
spears  and  war  clubs,  timber  for  houses,  etc.  which 
could  be  conveniently  parted  with  for  produce  from  the 
islanders . 

The  site  of  the  present  village  of  Drabui  was 
originally  a congregating  spot  for  the  mountain  people 
when  they  wished  to  trade  with  the  islanders.  There 
were  no  houses  apparently,  merely  a cleared  area  on  the 
beach  where  they  later  displayed  their  goods  and  chattels. 

The  old  time  barter  days  or  "Bungs",  as  they 
were  called,  were  something  of  a sight  to  behold.  Salt 
water  people,  in  their  canoes,  would  paddle  to  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  shore,  stop  and  hold  up  their  fish  or 
whatever  they  had  to  exchange.  Someone  on  shore  desirous 
°f  the  fish  would,  in  turn,  hold  up  a bunch  of  bananas 
or  something  equally  enticing.  If  an  exchange  were  agreed 
upon  the  salt  water  man  would  hurl  his  fish  toward  the 
bushman  on  the  beach  while  the  latter  would  in  turn  throw 
his  wares  at  the  salt  water  man.  Multiply  this  urans- 
uotion  by  several  hundred  and  one  may  imagine  the  bedlam 
baking  place. 

Unfair  attempts  at  exchange  were  met  with  a 
barrage  of  clubs,  spears,  stones,  etc.  from  both  sides. 
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Murder  was  not  uncommon  in  those  times.  Vlfoe  betide  an 
individual  of  either  side  who  came  too  close  to  his 
enemy  and  was  captured.  Such  an  one  would  be  butchered 
and  portions  of  his  body  sold  around  the  neighborhood, 
if  he  were  a man.  (This  practice  continued  among  these 
people  until  1920).  If  the  unfortunate  were  a woman 
she  would  automatically  become  a village  prostitute  to 
serve  all  and  sundry. 

Even  in  these  enlightened  times,  when  the 
mountain  people  paddle  out  in  canoes  to  meet  the  islanders 
and  the  latter  come  ashore  to  barter,  fist  fights  are  not 
uncommon,  while  the  hubbub  that  accompanies  the  bartering 
may  be  heard  for  several  miles  distant.  Heaven  only 
knows  what  it  must  have  been  like  'in  the  good  old  days.' 

Thus  we  have  the  origin  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  present  village  of  Drabui  came  into  being. 

This  day,  Thursday,  I gave  the  camp  its 
finishing  touches.  Boys  were  hired  to  put  a new  roof  on 
°ur  house  cook.  Drains  were  dug  around  all  houses;  fire- 
wood in  abundance  was  gathered  and  stored  in  a dry  place; 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  chief  to  bring  us  fresh 
foods  periodically.  Incidentally,  I made  the  customary 
bargain  with  the  head  man  of  the  village  whereby  I would 
Pay  him  two  sticks  of  tobacco  per  day  for  the  privilege 
°f  shooting  birds  on  his  land.  My  shoot  boys  were  sent 
°tt  to  collect  every  species  of  bird  they  could  find, 
locals  were  encouraged  to  set  snares  for  Porphyrios, 
dUcks,  rails,  and  other  types  of  ornis. 


S . ,0c 


. ssmiJ  saonJ  nl  aotmr.oom 
o ooJ  a-  _ o e .fw  vbi'j 


i.OJJf  X vxi 


Di) 


» IOCS  f.  1 (: 


^ . 1 C i W M 


i ^ J * X ~ - 


n o ri\t  Ii)n//orii3  £)Xoo  sxri  io 

.-  T 

: . 9fi 

...  . (OiiC'I  XiJntf  eiqoaq 

9i  . . oi J . Ju  Luo 

. -i  •.:  ' ■'•  : 

, sornii  ban&irfgilns  - s k ni  s v 

. c hi  l;o  sXbbuc,  ole  os 


o 6 £• :.!  c X 


w - i k ▲ - -• 

i - : 

*■?  - " - r ■» 

« i-  ••  -- 

S OJ  sriorfa  c isc  • 

bn  3 

" ii  'x  Ji; 

OilC  x LrJ 

qtficooa 

- _ ^ - - . ( 

f 

r ' ' 

• 

XraXxi';': 

.. - - .1  X vs  - a-:  i'  a;,  c . o - 

Cfl 

* _ 

lo 

JC3  orfj 

ni  1 b; 

X X.  nr  £ cf  x , . : j " 0 X Ui..  - 

r r 

^ ax 

-X 

ibdoa  - <3 

- --  ill 

: £ V !:  0 / £ 1 ‘ 

.■  v-  C O J 

li 

f - 

~ . io 

0?  • -j-  J.  v wi  ii  .....  “i  V : i--  I.C  ' * - 

- 

— 

■ - - - 

J 3 YU  J} 

* . 

■ t 2 ax  , 

no  ■*  :ox 

i _ 

i i *3  o'  : r v o 

j s "i  x 

. 0 0 . ■ . 

nii 

r-l 


.X  . . . 

. . . X . 


♦ L : 0;.’  • 


. 0 ■.' .->  J , . ..  - 


:u 


0 -*  c 


_ jok:  I 
c IXvj 


■.  . a x £ X :0  •-■  .k  ik  x . C ~ti  i:  j . : 

, X - . - - o 

t . . - 9 e tiJ  i f r:i  - • - 

sriX  tc  cfo  io  i.c  li  ri  . . 

- $ ■ . irf  ric  lid  lXJco 

bixf 

. .X  J 6 3 X w x . X •;  -X'  « 

» ; t 


itr  fo " . < r**  T 

. i-  - 


' 'X;  a i.  •-  o 2 '.,ieYc  XooIXox 


- n . - 


Xn'IO  lo 


The  ' Pato,'  our  little  chartered  ship,  hauled 
Up  her  anchor  and  departed  up  the  coast  to  find  a slip 
way  of  some  kind.  We  have  learned  in  a roundabout 
manner  that  the  ship  has  been  on  a reef,  much  to  the  an- 
noyance of  her  master  and  owner,  Hugh  MacKenzie. 

Late  in  the  evening  I purchased  a fine  athletic 
red  rooster  for  one  shilling,  the  customary  price.  He 
will  make  us  an  excellent  Sunday  dinner  later  on. 

January  12  (Friday).  Drabui.  A horde  of 
natives  from  the  interior  descended  upon  us  early  this 
morning  bringing  all  sorts  of  vegetables  for  our  con- 
sumption. We  experienced  the  same  difficulty  with  them 
that  accompanies  every  initial  transaction.  The  old 
ones  or  shrewd  heads  all  asked  double  or  treble  the  prices 
they  expect  to  obtain  in  the  hope  that  they  could  set  a 
high  standard  of  values  and  thereby  reap  a harvest.  In 
ihe  second  place  all  of  them  brought  ten  times  what  we 
required,  anticipating  that  they  could  force  us  to  buy  it 
from  them. 

In  the  end,  after  all  sorts  of  jeering  and 
wr angling,  they  accepted  our  prices  and  went  their  way. 

Mrs.  Coultas  and  I were  engaged  all  day  pre- 

. ring  specimens.  Neither  of  us  left  camp.  The  locals 

ntributed  a number  of  Micropsi ttas  which  they  have 

uoht  with  snares  and  also  two  Porphyr ios  which  native 
clogg  v_ 

a run  to  earth.  Several  o'possums  were  offered 
for 

Sale  at  one  stick  of  tobacco  each  (the  customary 
^f  f 6r 

lnS  price  here).  These  latter  are  most  common 
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here  on  Manus  Island.  In  fact  numbers  of  them  are 
killed  and  smoked  just  prior  to  the  arrival  of  each 
steamer  and  are  sent  by  ship  by  natives  to  other  parts 
of  the  territory. 

Siap,  number  one  hunter,  found  plenty  of 
pigeons  for  food  and  some  good  specimens,  including  an 
owl.  The  feathers  of  this  latter  species  are  in  a 
terribly  worn  state  at  this  time  of  year. 

Shortly  after  dark  I hear  the  large  owl-*,  Ty t o 
manusi , crying  from  a tall  dead  tree  near  camp.  This 
is  the  first  time  I have  heard  this  species  since  coming 
to  this  group.  Here  the  call  of  Tyto  is  much  duller 
and  harsher  than  his  counterpart  on  New  Britain.  Here 
again,  this  bird  is  greatly  respected  by  the  natives 
who  insist,  as  do  those  on  other  islands,  that  the  cry 
of  this  bird  forebodes  disaster,  while  the  killing  of 
^ individual  brings  on  the  death  of  some  person.  I 
am  urged,  quite  naturally,  not  to  hunt  the  bird  here  but 
near  Badlock  or  Pundru  at  the  chalk  caves,  some  thirty 
®iles  distant  from  our  camp. 

January  13  (Saturday).  Drabui.  I go 
hunting  early  in  the  morning  and  return  with  a number  of 
birds;  there  are  no  unusual  specimens  among  them. 

Around  9 o'clock,  after  the  sun  is  well  up,  I 
take  a few  sticks  of  dynamite  to  the  river  and  shoot  a 

®ess  of  fish.  It  is  all  a very  simple  process,  this 
°ne.  Three  or  four  natives  precede  me  and  climb  trees 
al°nS  the  river's  bank.  From  their  elevated  positions 
hey  observe  and  can  point  to  a school  of  fish  massed 
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under  the  surface  of  the  water.  Absolute  quiet  is 
essential  to  our  success.  I come  along  in  a canoe, 
pass  over  the  spot  where  the  fish  are  congregated, 
light  a fuse  attached  to  a stick  of  dynamite  and  drop 
it  in  the  water.  A moment  or  two  later  the  explosion 
occurs  and  the  fish  are  stunned  or  killed.  The  de- 
tonation over,  the  water  is  boiling  with  fish  and 
natives.  Dozens  of  canoes  appear  from  nowhere  filled 
with  men  and  boys.  Soon  they  are  all  in  the  water 
diving  and  swimming  for  fish.  *t  is  a gala  occasion 
for  them  as  fish  represent  food. 

One  can  very  easily  obtain  from  half  a ton 
t0  a ton  of  fish  by  this  method  and  thereby  not  only 
fill  his  own  larder  but  satisfy  the  natives  as  well. 
°ne  ' s liberal  tendencies  in  this  direction  will  be  re- 
warded later  on  by  gifts  of  vegetables  of  sorts. 

Once  the  fish  are  all  gathered  up  and  loaded 
lnt°  Canoes  are  brought  to  the  village  landing-place 
where  they  are  graded  according  to  size  and  strung  upon 
Vlnes  in  bunches  of  50  to  100.  Later,  all  of  the 
Jnches  are  brought  into  camp  where  a redistribution  is 
dtie  to  all  hands. 

This  day  I ear-marked  fifty  choice  specimens 
Karawa'  measuring  12  to  16  inches  and  was  given  one 

hundred. 

My  share  I turned  over  to  my  own  boys  who 

bpiu 

a flat  table  about  two  and  one  half  feet  off  the 

Sr  ound 

Upon  which  they  placed  the  fish  after  they  had 
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been  cleaned.  Above  and  around  this  table  and  contents 
they  built  a leaf  shelter  to  keep  the  smoke  in;  under- 
neath the  table  a smudge  fire  was  lighted.  After  36 
hours  of  processing,  during  which  time  the  specimens  were 
watched  carefully  and  turned  every  hour  or  so,  we  were 
treated  to  some  of  the  finest  smoked  fish  one  could  find 
anywhere . 

Native  Yawa,  number  two  shoot  boy,  for  all  of 
his  pigheadness  and  dislikable  qualities  is  the  finest 
meat  smoker  I have  ever  encountered  anywhere.  His 
tribe,  on  the  upper  Aitape  coast  of  New  Guinea,  pride 
themselves  on  their  ability  to  smoke  and  cure  meat.  Some- 
times I am  actually  proud  of  the  boy  and  his  abilities. 

Mrs.  Coultas  and  I busied  ourselves  the  rest 
of  the  day  with  the  preparation  of  specimens.  We  are, 
incidentally,  bringing  together  an  excellent  series  of 
the  ornis  of  the  island. 


January  14  (Sunday).  Drabui.  We  are  up  at 
day light  as  usual,  despite  the  Sabbath  day.  Once  one's 
c°ok  is  trained  to  have  the  morning  coffee,  cereal,  and 
fruit  on  the  table  at  break  of  dawn  one  must  arise  and 
Partake  of  the  efforts  .otherwise  the  cook  will  become 
discouraged  and  careless  and  eventually  cause  no  end  of 
trouble.  Even  natives  are  strict  creatures  of  habit. 

To-day  there  is  fish  all  over  the  village. 

After  24  hours  of  hot  tropical  sun  and  humidity  the  re- 


^ains 


are  beginning  to  hum  a little.  I attempted  a 


r> 

w lessons  in  sanitation  but  was  soundly  rebuked  for  my 
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efforts.  Why  should  anyone,  the  natives  ask,  waste 
their  time  cleaning  up  the  area  around  the  village 
when  the  rain  will  come  along  sooner  or  later  and  wash 
it  for  them.  Furthermore,  what  are  the  village  pigs 
and  dogs  going  to  eat  if  the  refuse  is  buried  or  burned? 

The  whole  day  was  spent  cleaning  up  odds  and 
ends,  writing  notes  and  sorting  specimens.  Rain  did 
come  in  the  late  afternoon,  thank  God. 

Our  red  rooster,  which  we  had  planned  on 
eating  this  day,  has  run  off  into  the  bush  the  better  to 
fight  with  one  of  the  local  chanticleers.  Between 
these  two  determined  antagonists  I am  afraid  one  must 
get  killed  sooner  or  later.  Though  we  part  them  a 
dozen  times  a day  they  tear  into  one  another  hammer  and 
tongs,  as  soon  as  our  backs  are  turned. 

Our  livelihood  is  indeed  a precarious  one  here. 
Yesterday  Mrs.  Coultas  planned  on  having  roast  chicken 
for  dinner.  To-day  our  larder  contains  fresh  fish, 
fresh  pigeon,  wild  duck,  prawns  from  the  river  and 
lobster  from  the  sea.  Where  are  these  'starving  explorers' 
one  asks? 

This  is  the  Sabbath  day  but  no  one  in  our 
village  goes  to  their  devotions  (lotu).  This  is  most  un- 
usual. I am  inclined  to  believe  that  these  mountain 
people  have  not  found  comfort  in  the  arms  of  the  Lord, 
as  their  salt-water  associates  have. 
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January  15  (Monday).  Drabui . I go  hunting 
very  early  in  the  hopes  that  I c an  have  the  forest  to  my- 
self. Scarcely  do  I get  into  the  bush  when  I perceive 
that  some  twenty  natives  are  following  me;  purely  in- 
quisitiveness on  their  part  but  a damned  annoyance  to  me. 

No  respectable  bird  will  remain  in  the  vicinity  with  a 
mob  like  that  around  chattering  at  one  another.  Birds 
here  are  scarce  enough  as  it  is. 

I attempt  to  reason  with  them  but  they  can't 
understand.  I resort  to  profanity  and  roar  . That  is 
just  what  they  want.  I play  right  into  their  hands,  un- 
consciously. I'm  mad  and  they  love  it.  Why  can't  they 
walk  in  the  bush,  it  belongs  to  them,  etc.? 

In  the  end  I return  to  camp  with  one  Edolisoma 
and  a slightly  riled  liver.  The  kanakas  follow  but  very 

wisely  stay  out  of  camp. 

Mrs.  Coultas , in  my  absence,  started  trading 
beads  for  land  shells.  As  soon  as  the  beads  were  brought 
out  of  their  locked  compartment  a veritable  horde  of  men, 
women,  and  children  descended  upon  her.  Each  and  every 
one  muscled  in  and  wanted  to  be  v/aited  on  first.  All  of 
them  in  unison  extolled  the  superiority  of  their  collec- 
tions in  the  loudest  voices  at  their  command,  at  the  same 
time  howling  down  their  neighbors.  Pushing,  jostling 
and  yelling  they  drove  the  poor  girl  frantic.  She  screamed, 
grabbed  a kettle  of  boiling  water  from  the  fire,  and  drove 
them  all  out  of  camp.  At  9:30  our  lady  went  to  bed 
with  a howling  dose  of  malarial  fever  brought  on  by  excess 
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Judicious  quantities  of  hot  tea  laced  with 
brandy  and  quinine  will  bring  her  around  in  twenty-four 
hours . 

We  are  up  against  our  hardest  campaign  right 
here,  and  we  know  it.  The  natives  by  nature  are  bel- 
ligerent, boisterous,  quarrelsome,  insolent,  nasty,  dirty 
and  irritable.  Any  two  of  them  discussing  the  topics  of 

the  day  would  put  a steam  caliope  to  shame. 

Manus,  geographically,  is  almost  on  the  equator. 
The  climate  is  bad.  The  heat  and  humidity  are  intense. 
This  all  reflects  on  the  temperament  of  the  natives. 

Fever  is  of  the  most  virulent  type.  85  per  cent  of  the 
whites  who  come  to  this  part  of  the  territory  either  die, 
go  crazy,  or  are  carried  out  as  cot  cases.  Government 
officials  remain  about  one  year  and  are  shifted  else- 
where, Yet  the  natives  thrive.  They  know  too  that  the 
white  man  won’t  exploit  them;  he  isn't  strong  enough. 

These  people  are  among  the  few  who  were  never  blackbirded 
in  the  olden  days.  All  in  all,  they  have  one  redeeming 
virtue,  they  never  steal. 

Siap  shows  up  at  noon  with  a bag  of  large  birds 
^d  two  ducks  for  our  dinner.  Yawa  obtains  another  owl 
^d  two  night  herons. 

I call  the  chiefs  together  in  the  afternoon 
and  issue  an  ultimatum.  Either  I must  have  free  access 
to  the  bush  alone  or  I stop  their  tobacco  and  their  beads. 
(Beads  are  money  to  them  and  are  used  on  their  artifacts). 


j9 cue!  JS® j tdri  1 o.  2' 

...  ....  2. 'ij: , riB-'IK 

. 

Jrijia  Jaob*t£  tx/o  d acting*  qtr  sib  sW  : 

* i 

, . , > < . < , 


to  SO. 


wo 


r!  + 


Vtt 


i . - 

. 

• no;  v , . - i , 

. 

. 

n«  . qj 

< ■ 

. • • . . t 

•|  . ■ .'  ; s b tn  rts,h\\  o:io  iis odn  r;j.  2 al*is' 

. 

* 

. . * ; m®  -J  jxolqxo  ' t (to* 

beb~ti  J>I03l  J Tta'vsn  st©w  oriw  ws'i  oriJ-  acroim  elqoen 

t 

. ( 

aftiM  'io  ;/.ro  jj  ridi  i3  ■ 

1.70  uw&toos  an  . n&nalfe  ~uo  nol 

* P 

nooii'i sJ’j.js  ©n\+  ni  TeriJ'sgod  elai  o eritf  XXjs; 

9VJ3Xi  C-  Uf  •.  I 'lOliJ’iw  . :';XivjBfr.i  J |r 

. aoaed  *ti 9 sift  bns  oooBdoj  lisdJ  cote  I to  ©no  1.  rfe.7%^*1 
. ( o.tosli.tu®  xiiarid  no  beau  eu  fens.  tasdJ-  o*  vonc:  : oi0M 


o '{snor.: 


Also  when  bringing  snails  for  trade  they  must  line  up  in 
orderly  fashion.  Should  they  not  see  fit  to  comply  with 
my  request  I shall  be  forced  to  move.  The  old  men 
smile  and  tell  me  that  I can't  go,  my  ship  is  up  the 
coast.  I remind  them  that  the  salt  water  people,  their 
heredity  enemies,  would  accept  my  money,  tobacco  and 
beads  and  would  be  delighted  to  have  me  at  one  of  their 
villages  where  I could  exchange  all  of  my  calicos,  spears, 
beads,  tobacco,  paint  and  incidentals  for  services 
rendered. 

After  due  deliberation  they  agreed  to  my  points  - 
purely  to  keep  me  from  becoming  too  angry.  One  must  be 

careful  not  to  irritate  a white  man  too  much  and  have  him 
turn  loose  a horde  of  foreign  devils  in  the  bush.  It  is 
better  to  wear  him  down  gradually.  Eventually  shame  will 
enter  their  dirty  souls;  they  will  remember  the  fish  and 
bring  me  vegetables  in  recompense  . Should  the  vegetables 
continue  with  pretty  speeches  for  a time  I will  know  that 
I am  being  greased  for  another  contribution  of  fish  - So 
goes  the  cycle. 

January  16  (Tuesday).  Drabui.  The  salt-water 
people  have  heard  of  my  differences  of  yesterday.  They 
send  a delegation  with  eight  fine  lobsters  to  invite  me 
to  their  village.  I pay  them  the  equivalent  of  fifty 
cents  in  tobacco  for  their  lobsters  but  feel  that  I shall 
stay  on  here  awhile.  Perhaps  the  people  of  Drabui  will 
behave  themselves.  I shall  see.  If  I am  not  kindly 
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treated  then  I shall  come  to  the  islands. 

Mrs.  Coultas  is  only  slightly  better  and  remains 
in  bed  most  of  the  day.  Complete  rest  is  her  only  re- 
course . 

Aunali,  the  cook,  supervises  the  cleaning  and 
washing  of  land  shells  while  Mrs.  Coultas  is  indisposed. 

The  locals  do  the  work. 

I remain  in  camp  all  day  taking  care  of  speci- 
mens. My  shoot  boys  bring  them  in  so  fast  I can't 
catch  up  with  them. 

In  the  evening  a messenger  reaches  us  with  a 
note  from  Captain  Mackenzie . He  is  at  Tombrum  with  his 
vessel  pulled  up  on  the  sand  beach  there. 

January  17  (Wednesday).  Drabui . Esther  is 
feeding  much  better.  She  is  a little  wobbly  but  up  and 
around  just  the  same. 

I go  hunting  early  in  the  morning  but  am  chased 
in  by  the  rain.  The  culprit  Siap  turns  in  an  Aviceda 
subcr istata.  Thus  we  extend  the  range  of  this  hawk  to 
another  group  of  islands.  Here  he  is  rare  - and  not  well- 
known  to  the  natives.  I have  a suspicion  that  this 
species  has  but  recently  come  from  St.  Matthias  Island 
not  too  far  distant. 

«e  experience  rains  and  high  winds  all  day,  so 
clean  up  our  birds  and  have  a siege  of  shells.  These 
snails  (land  snails  only)  are  gathered  by  small  urchins, 
both  sexes,  mostly.  These,  when  gathered,  are  placed 
in  a half  cocoanut  shell  or  tied  up  in  a leaf  preferably. 
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Only  living  snails  are  purchased  as  we  have  learned  that 
snails  put  in  tin  cans  or  other  air-tight  containers  die 
quickly,  so  we  discourage  the  use  of  such  things. 

We  purchase  them  at  the  rate  of  one  shell  per 
tiny  bead.  Large  beads  are  worth  many  more  snails  cor- 
respondingly . 

Once  obtained  almost  boiling  water  is  poured 
over  the  snails  and  the  animal  taken  out  quickly.  If 
the  snail  is  permitted  to  get  cold  after  the  water  treat- 
ment part  of  the  anima}.  will  break  off  inside  and  be 
rendered  worthless  as  a consequence.  Therefore  we 
teach  the  natives  to  clean  bunches  of  40  or  50  at  a time. 

Some  species  are  easy  to  clean,  others  most 
difficult,  depending  on  the  number  of  coils  the  shell 

has.  We  are  able  to  clean  about  500  at  a time.  Once 

* 

the  animal  is  removed  the  shell  is  rinsed  in  8 or  10 
changes  of  water  before  it  can  be  called  finished. 

I have  constructed  a copper  wire  rack  upon 
which  the  shells  are  laid  to  dry.  After  dark  it  is  easy 
for  me  to  hold  a flash  light  under  the  copper  screening 
and  examine  each  shell.  Those  which  are  not  thoroughly 
free  from  animal  matter  are  discarded.  In  the  end  we 
preserve  a scant  20  per  cent  of  the  original  number.  But 
those  we  have  are  beautiful  to  see. 

After  a thorough  drying,  and  never  in  the  sun, 
we  sort  them  into  species,  tie  each  lot  into  cheese 
cloth  bags  and  pack  into  small  ammunition  cases  for  ship- 
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ment  to  the  Museum. 

Some  natives  become  quite  proficient  at  cleaning 
shells.  Others  are  worthless.  Women,  as  a rule,  are 
much  more  dependable  than  men.  But  single  men  alone  in 
a camp  can't  get  women  to  work  for  them  usually.  I 
found  that  the  women  would  work  well  with  my  w ife  when 
I was  out  of  camp  but  not  when  I was  around,  though  I 
never  spoke  to  them.  Doesn't  speak  well  for  me,  to  say 
the  least. 

In  the  evening  I called  the  chiefs  into  camp 
and  touched  upon  a very  tender  subject.  I should  like 
carriers  to  take  me  into  the  mountain  area.  My  request 
was  treated  with  silence.  They  don't  want  me  in  the 
interior  and  they  know  that  I know  it.  Our ' s will  be 
a battle  of  wills . 

January  18  (Thursday).  Drabui . This  is  a 
trading  or  ''Bung''  day,  when  the  salt-water  people  and 
the  bush  men  come  together  to  exchange  their  wares. 

Despite  the  rain,  which  continues  off  and  on  all  day, 
hundreds  of  natives  gather  near  the  village  in  the  open 
market. 

We  watch  them  for  a time  and  learn  that  dog 
teeth  play  an  important  part  in  their  economic  life. 

Dog  teeth  are  the  equivalent  of  'tambu*  or  shell  money 
among  other  tribes.  One  fathom  of  dog  teeth,  six  feet, 
equals  two  shillings, or  fifty  cents  in  our  money.  Extra 
large  teeth  are  worth  much  more;  one  might  be  exchanged 
for  a stick  of  tobacco  or  five  cents.  Real  tiny  ones 
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maybe  exchanged  at  the  rate  of  seven  for  a stick  of 
tobacco . 

My  shoot  boys  are  out  all  day  but  do  not  have 
much  success. 

January  19  (Friday).  Drabui.  I am  determined 
to  get  into  the  mountains  and  establish  a camp.  The 
natives,  after  hours  of  wrangling,  finally  agree  to  take 
us  and  our  light  equipment  on  the  morrow,  providing  1 
shoot  them  a mess  of  fish. 

I obtain  the  fish  for  them,  clean  up  all  of  the 
birds  in  camp,  and  prepare  a number  of  light  packs  for 
our  trip  only  to  have  a runner  reach  camp  just  as  I am 
getting  into  bed  with  a message  saying  that  the  District 
Patrol  officer  will  reach  here  on  Monday.  This  definite- 
ly puts  an  end  to  all  camp  shifting  for  the  time  being. 

January  20  (Saturday).  Drabui.  The  whole 
place  is  a beehive  of  activity  this  morning.  A half  a 
year's  work  must  be  done  in  Itwo  or  three  days  before  the 
arrival  of  the  'Government.'  Roads  must  be  cleared  and 
cleaned,  the  village  straightened  up  and  all  refuse 
disposed  of,  houses  repaired,  gardens  cleaned,  clothing 
washed,  a reserve  of  food  gathered  and  placed  in  a con- 
spicuous place,  toilets  built,  etc.,  etc.  Unless  the 
village  is  clean  and  orderly  someone  is  apt  to  go  to  jail 
for  a matter  of  six  months  or  more. 

The  natives  have  known  for  days  that  the  Patrol 
Officer  was  coming  and  have  had  plenty  of  time  to  prepare 
for  him,  yet  they  wait  until  the  last  minute  before 
®etting  their  homes  in  order. 
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We  go  hunting  and  spend  the  whole  day  on 
specimens.  Furthermore,  we  go  over  our  packs  and  make 
them  ready  for  use  at  a moment's  notice. 

January  21  (Sunday).  Drabui.  We  experience 
a bad  night  with  very  little  sleep.  The  villagers  are 
up  and  around  shouting  at  one  another.  Others,  who 
have  been  away  hunting  in  the  mountains,  or  working  in 
distant  sago  palm  swamps,  begin  returning.  Women  are 
at  work  throughout  the  village  and  along  the  paths, 
clearing  away  grass  and  leveling  the  ground.  Daylight 
brings  a changed  world.  Everything  about  us  is  neat, 
orderly  and  clean.  We  secretly  wish  the  government 
would  keep  a man  in  every  village  permanently. 

There  is  another  side  of  the  story  though. 

Everyone  is  cross  and  bad-tempered  from  excessive  work 
and  lack  of  sleep.  Furthermore,  an  epidemic  of  colds 
has  broken  out.  We  are  told,  by  the  chief,  that  our  own 
boys  haven't  cleaned  our  camp  properly.  We  tell  the 
chief  to  go  to  hell  and  compliment  our  own  boys  on  their 
splendid  work. 

About  one  P.M.  District  Officer  Ward  Oakley 
(born  O'Kelly) , with  his  retinue  of  native  police, 
prisoners,  camp  followers , and  duffle  carriers,  arrives. 

The  following  proceedure  might  be  stereotyped  and  reenacted 
in  pantomine  anywhere  in  the  British  possessions,  Oakley 
comes  straight  to  us.  We  arise  from  our  table,  intro- 
duce ourselves,  and  all  sit  down  together.  We  press  a 
whiskey  and  soda  on  our  guest  and  begin  plying  him  with 
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questions.  We  haven’t  seen  another  white  person, with 
the  exception  of  MacKenzie  and  wife  on  the  'Pato,'  since 
last  October.  Oakley  has  been  away  from  whites  for 
over  a month.  The  last  news  he  has  is  five  weeks  old 
but  that  makes  no  difference  to  us.  We  sit  and  talk. 

In  the  meantime  Oakley’s  crew  planted  a flag 
pole,  raised  the  British  emblem,  paid  off  his  carriers, 
unpacked  and  arranged  his  camp.  At  five  Oakley  excuses 
himself  and  has  a hot  bath.  He  returns  and  we  have 
dinner  together.  At  2 A.M.  we  are  still  talking. 

January  22  (Monday).  Drabui, . Mrs.  Coultas 
and  I leave  camp  early,  follow  the  road  to  the  interior 
for  aoout  five  miles,  and  return  around  noon  with  a nice 
collection  of  Zos terops  and  the  first  Macr opyg ia 
amboinensis  from  this  group  of  islands.  Oxir  own  boys 
are  too  excited  over  the  arrival  of  the  'Kiap'  to  do  any 
work. 

During  our  absence  Oakley  has  ’lined’  the 
village  and  taken  a census.  Births  and  deaths  are 
recorded,  so  are  pregnancies,  so  is  sickness.  Following 
this  comes  the  court  cases.  Each  and  every  dispute  i..a.t 
be  settled  by  the  Government  officer.  The  natives  dread 
this  part  of  the  visit.  Oakley  is  an  old  hand  at  his 
has  been  in  the  territory  over  fifteen  years.  He 
understands  natives  and  is  not  lenient  with  them.  They 

are  deathly  afraid  of  him. 

One  boy  receives  two  months  in  jail  *or  dis 
obeying  his  chief.  Another  receives  six  months  for 


beating  his  wife,  A number  of  men  attempt  to  bring  up 
an  old  dispute  over  the  ownership  of  a strip  of  land. 

This  case  has  been  acted  upon  years  ago.  They  are  trying 
to  put  something  over  on  Oakley;  he  knows  it  so  assigns 
them  a new  road  to  build  which  will  take  six  months  of 
their  time.  So  goes  the  court  all  day  long. 

We  are  tired  from  last  night's  visit  so  retire 

early. 

January  23  (Tuesday),  Drabui . I go  hunting 
early  and  am  back  in  camp  by  8 A.M.  with  a bag  of  birds. 
Siap  and  Yawa  are  both  out  but  fail  to  produce  ap- 
preciable results. 

The  ' Kiap 1 Oakley  finishes  his  court  cases  and 
leaves  at  11  A.M.  for  Lorengau.  Aunati,  our  cook,  bakes 
him  a mess  of  bread  to  eat  on  the  way. 

After  Oakley  leaves  the  villagers  retire  to 
their  houses  and  catch  up  on  some  much  needed  rest  and 
sleep.  The  past  hours  have  been  trying  for  them.  For 
the  first  time  in  weeks  we  find  ourselves  entirely  alone. 
The  silence  about  us  is  almost  oppressive. 

January  24  (Wednesday).  Drabui.  I am 
awakened  during  the  night  by  rain  and  high  winds.  The 
same  continues  until  morning  when  we  arise  to  find  the 
°ook  house  in  a mess.  Everything  in  the  place  is  wet. 

It  is  necessary  to  muster  help  from  the  village  and 
erect  a wind-break  of  cocoanut  fronds  and  banana  leaf. 

We  dislike  the  thought  of  a windbreak,  for  as  soon  as 
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the  rain  stops  this  same  windbreak  will  work  to  a dis- 
advantage. Any  obstruction  to  a breeze  or  wind  acts 
as  an  incentive  to  sand-flies  who  get  behind  it  and  chew 
the  daylights  out  of  us. 

I begin  another  campaign  of  peaceful  penetration 
by  calling  the  head  men  in  and  telling  them  that  I will 
give  them  no  more  tobacco  or  trade  goods  until  I am 
carried  into  the  interior.  They  insist  that  the  'Kiap' 
has  upset  their  whole  existence.  They  must  work  in 
their  gardens  and  taro  fields.  They  must  collect  'sak 
sak'  (sago),  etc.  I know  that  they  don't  want  me  in- 
side and  they  abhor  the  thought  of  carrying  my  packs. 

They  also  know  that  the  Government  will  not  force  them  to 
carry  against  their  will.  That  is  a strange  ruling  we 
are  confronted  with.  The  Government  can  demand  and  ob- 
tain carriers  but  no  one  else  can  unless  the  native 
volunteers  of  his  own  free  will , 

We  are  forced  to  use  our  wits.  Natives  are 
tobacco  'conscious'.  When  their  supply  runs  out  they 
will  be  more  susceptible  to  reason.  They  will  also  be 
more  inclined  to  overlook  their  desire  for  twice  or  three 
times  the  government  rate  of  pay  of  two  sticks  of  tobacco 
per  day.  Mrs.  Coultas  and  I discuss  in  loud  and  boiser- 
°us  terms  the  advisability  of  turning  loose  a few  devils 
tn  the  bush  for  the  local  people  to  worry  over. 

°tte  a few  instances,  where,  in  other  camps,  natives  have 
been  unruly  and  have  had  misfortunes  befall  them.  Our 
bback  °ook  has  good  ears.  He  will  absorb  all  of  this 
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The  rain  keeps 


and  will  advise  the  natives  in  turn, 
us  in  camp  all  day.  There  are  birds  to  work  on  or 
label  and  notes  to  be  written.  One  is  always  busy  every 
hour  of  the  day.  Our  natives  sit  and  string  bird  labels 

January  25  (Thursday).  Drabui . Esther  and  I 
hunting.  I obtain  an  example  of  Myzomela  nigrita 
pomtnelanea.  This  one  was  sitting  in  the  top  of  a low 
bushy  tree  eating  nectar  from  some  flowers.  This  species 
has  been  taken  on  Wild  or  Sori  Island  and  not  on  Manus 
previously.  Although  I hunted  for  it  consistently  prior 
to  this  time  and  later,  this  is  the  only  example  I ever 
saw  on  the  mainland. 

We  return  to  camp  with  the  coming  of  the  rain 
and  work  on  birds.  Yawa  makes  up  his  first  bird  skin,  a 
Porphvrio. 

Natives  come  to  us  with  vegetables  and  land 
shells  to  trade  but  we  ignore  them.  After  standing 
around  several  hours  they  leave  . Some  of  them  wish  to 
make  us  a present  of  their  wares  rather  than  carry  them 
borne  but  we  won't  have  that  sort  of  business.  We  will 
beep  to  the  bargain  - no  carriers  no  commerce. 

After  dark  I try  to  obtain  the  large  owl,  Ty to , 
’■'hich  comes  near  camp,  but  am  not  successful.. 

January  26  (Friday).  To  Petaiya.  Fourteen 
young  men  appear  in  camp  right  after  we  have  had  breakfast 
and  aunounce  their  intention  of  carrying  our  effects  as 
ar  us  Petayia.  This  village  lies  about  ten  miles  in 
interior  and  is  located  in  the  mountain  region. 
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We  agree  to  go  at  once  and  prepare  our  packs 
accordingly#  Fourteen  boys  are  a wretchedly  small  number 
when  one  wants  to  move  a whole  camp,  although  we  have  suc- 
ceeded with  six  before.  We  assemble  only  the  bare 
necessities,  such  as  beds,  work  tables,  hunting  and  skinning 
materials,  a little  trade  goods,  and  the  cooking  utensils. 
Such  luxuries  as  lamps  and  tinned  goods  we  leave  behind. 

We  do  take  25  pounds  of  rice  but  more  of  that  later. 

Our  trip  is  not  unusually  interesting.  We 
follow  native  trails  through  forest  secondary  bush  and 
across  streams.  Occasionally  there  is  a desirable  speci- 
men to  collect.  We  climb  gradually  all  of  the  time  and 
find  when  we  reach  the  village  about  one  one  P.M.  that  we 
are  at  an  elevation  of  800  feet. 

The  village  is  a typical  mountain  one.  Because 
of  the  altitude  and  the  cool  nights  natives  invariably 
build  a low  structure  without  windows  and  only  one  small 
door.  This  latter  is  always  closed  at  night  to  keep  the 
heat  and  smoke  in  and  the  cold  air  out.  These  things 
oalled  houses  never  are  aired  out  and  become  vile  with 
dirt  and  vermine  in  time. 

The  house  allotted  to  us  had  been  built  for  the 
J°vernment  years  ago,  but  because  of  disuse  had  fallen 
into  a serious  state  of  disrepair.  It  is  a proper 
government  house,  built  off  the  ground  with  a veranda 
inning  all  around  the  four  sides.  The  natives  put  our 
large  tent  fly  over  the  roof,  making  that  water-tight, 
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and  proceeded  to  repair  the  floor  sufficiently  for  us  to 


use . 

The  arrangement  of  the  camp  took  our  time  for 
the  balance  of  the  day.  We  retired  at  dark  as  we  had  no 
lamp  with  us. 

January  27  (Saturday)  . Petayia.  I find  the 
bush  about  the  same  as  nearer  the  coast.  Considerable 
underbrush  makes  hunting  tedious.  Birds  are  not  too 
numerous  either.  I do  find  Macropygia  to  be  quite  common. 
Siap  returns  with  our  first  example  of  Ceyx , the  little, 
gaudy-colored  kingfisher. 

At  the  evening's  check-up  we  find  that  we  have 
5 Pittas . The  natives  have  snared  them  and  brought  them 
in.  In  the  late  evening  I am  able  to  obtain  a number  of 
small  swifts  with  the  .410  shot  gun. 

Several  small  boys  brought  Mrs.  Coultas  a big 
basket  full  of  prawns.  We  find  them  excellent  eating. 

January  28  (Sunday)  . Petayia.  We  work  on 
Macropygia  and  Ducula  until  noon  before  we  have  cleaned  up 
°ur  birds.  Rain  remained  with  us  all  day  but  no  wind, 
for  which  we  are  thankful.  Natives  are  not  bringing  us 


vegetables . 

January  29  (Monday).  Petayia.  The  nights 
here  are  truly  wonderful,  cool  enough  for  two  blankets. 
•<e  awaken  in  the  morning  greatly  refreshed  and  not  with 
that  clammy,  washed-out  feeling  that  one  so  often  en- 
counters on  the  coast. 

Siap,  though  he  hates  to  do  it,  accompanies  me 
irvto  the  bush  and  helps  hunt  for  Ceyx  dispar.  We  wade 
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up  and  down  small  mountain  streams  hunting  for  the  holes 
of  this  kingfisher.  This  species  digs  holes  three  feet 

or  more  long  into  the  clay  banks  of  the  streams.  These 
burrows  are  used  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  apparently, 
including  the  nesting  periods.  We  were  able  to  obtain 
three  birds,  two  from  burrows  and  one  in  flight. 

Mrs.  Coultas  has  had  very  little  success  getting 
shells  from  the  natives.  Furthermore,  though  we  ask 
continuously  we  receive  no  native  foods.  It  occurs  to 
me  that  our  dark  companions  will  not  enjoy  our  company 
much  longer.  We  are  to  be  starved  out,  carried  back  to 
the  coast  and  dispensed  with.  Some  smart  individual  has 
spent  days  thinking  out  this  whole  proceedure . He  and 
his  friends  will  have  many  a laugh  over  this  whole  thing 
for  weeks  and  months  after  we  are  gone.  Our  twenty-five 
pounds  of  rice  will  hold  out  a few  days  longer  so  we 
shall  pull  out  just  in  time,  we  hope. 

January  30  (Tuesday).  Petayia.  Siap  has 
shot  a beautiful  female  owl  (Tyto  manusi)  only  known  from 
a single  male  specimen.  He  knows  his  master  is  terribly 
pleased  with  him  while  Yawa  is  simply  boiling  with  envy. 

^ Sive  Siap  a new  calico,  pat  him  on  the  back  just  lightly 
^or  Siap,  bloated  with  success,  is  sure  to  have  an  affair 
with  some  lady  of  the  neighborhood  who  covets  the  new 
Ca-lico . Within  24  hours  I am  sure  to  be  confronted  with 
irate  husband  or  father  who  demands  payment  for  the 
ervi°es  of  his  wife  or  daughter.  These  things  I know. 
Furthermore,  the  owl  is  a sacred  totem  to  these  people. 
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They  are  bound  to  resent  the  killing  of  the  bird  and  are 
going  to  get  back  at  us  one  way  or  another.  I know  our 
time  is  limited  in  this  camp  now. 

All  of  us  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  the 
bush,  hoping  that  we  might  run  across  a new  species  or  two. 
The  bush  is  difficult  to  penetrate,  the  birds  are  not 
numerous,  and  the  natives  far  from  cooperative.  It  isn't 
an  easy  task  at  best. 

January  31.  (Wednesday).  Petayia.  I make  a 
long  trip  into  the  mountains  but  am  unable  to  uncover  any- 
thing new.  It  is  my  contention  that  we  are  not  going  to 
find  anything  here  that  cannot  be  obtained  by  working  from 
our  base  camp  at  Drabui.  Furthermore,  on  the  coast  we 
will  have  better  treatment  and  less  unrest  among  the  local 
inhabitants.  It  is  better  for  us  to  get  out  to-morrow. 

I reach  camp  shortly  after  one  P.M.  and  find  the 
local  chief  awaiting  me.  Sure  enough  Siap  has  been 
tampering  with  one  of  the  fair  sex.  I anticipated  that 
roove  and  asked  the  chief  what  he  considered  the  damages 
were  worth  to  him.  After  due  consideration  he  placed  the 
c°st  at  ten  Pounds  Sterling,  or  $50.00.  I asked  whether 
he  or  the  'brother*  of  the  girl  had  received  the  calico. 
le  evaded  the  question.  I advised  him  to  go  to  the  'Kiap' 
Oakley  at  Lorengau  and  file  a complaint.  He,  the  Chief, 
aidn't  like  that  turn  in  the  discussion.  I explained  that 
* n°uld  require  fifteen  carriers  at  daylight  in  the  morning 
The  Shief  didn't  feel  that  his  people  could  accommodate 
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me , 


I urged  him  to  get  out  of  my  sight. 


The  afternoon  and  evening  were  spent  finishing 
up  specimens.  We  have  done  very  well  here  during  our 
brief  stay. 

I questioned  Siap  regarding  his  fling  at  the 
wheel  of  fortune.  He  advanced  the  information  that  he 
had  paid  his  calico  for  services  rendered.  That  should 
satisfy  the  government  if  and  when  Siap  is  called  upon  to 
explain. 

February  1 (Thursday).  To  Drabui . There  are 
no  carriers  in  camp  this  morning.  Further  investigation 
reveals  that  there  are  no  natives  either . The  white  man 
and  his  'missus'  have  been  left  to  stew  in  their  own  juice 

as  it  were. 

Mrs.  Coultas  and  cook  Aunali  depart  for  the 
coast  right  after  our  morning  repast  to  round  up  carriers 
and  get  us  out  of  here.  If  necessary  the  salt-water 
scoundrels  might  be  induced  to  help  us  get  back  to  the 
coast.  If  the  worst  comes  myself  and  boys  can  get  the 
roost  of  our  gear  to  the  coast. 

The  two  hunters  and  myself  spend  most  of  the 
morning  packing  our  effects.  Toward  noon  we  are  relieved 
t-0  find  a group  of  natives  coming.  These  are  from  the 
c°ast  and  lose  no  time  in  getting  under  way  with  our 

effects . 

All  of  our  camping  duffle  reaches  Drabui  before 
evening  and  in  the  rain.  We  are  thankful  to  be  back 
consider  our  little  trip  to  the  interior  to  have  been  well 
w°nth  while. 
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February  2 (Friday).  Drabui.  We  conclude 
that  our  next  move  should  be  to  get  all  specimens  of  birds, 
shells,  etc.  packed  and  ready  for  transshipment  to  New 
York  against  the  time  when  the  'Pato'  returns.  The  two 
native  hunters  in  the  interim  will  continue  in  the  field. 
Mrs.  Coultas  will  take  care  of  the  material. 

February  3 (Saturday).  Drabui.  Mrs.  Coultas 
continues  with  the  preparation  of  specimens  while  I am 
at  work  on  the  cases.  We  have  one  large  case  just  about 
full  and  numerous  small  ones  as  well.  These  latter,  con- 
taining birds  and  shells,  will  be  forwarded  by  parcel  post. 

Another  problem  in  primitive  psychology  con- 
fronts us.  Our  Siap,  angry  at  the  bush  natives,  has 
lifted  a fine  piece  of  Tamboo,  or  shell  money,  belonging  to 
the  chief.  There  is  a terrible  hullabaloo  about  this. 

We  have  a big  court  case.  Siap  finally  admits  his  guilt, 

I settle  two  shillings  on  the  chief  and  deduct  same  from 
Siap's  salary.  I'm  on  pins  and  needles  now.  These 
people  believe  in  an  eye  for  an  eye  and  a tooth  for  a 
tooth.  It  is  hard  to  say  what  the  next  move  will  be. 

Siap  realizes,  of  course,  that  I will  back  him  up  within 
reason.  So  do  the  natives. 

February  4 (Sunday)  . Drabui  <>  I label  speci- 
mens in  the  morning.  Around  noon  Babiang  from  the  'Pato* 
arrives  with  a bag  full  of  mail.  I presume  there  are 
Seventy  or  eighty  letters  at  least.  This  is  our  first 
direct  contact  with  the  outside  world  since  last  Septem- 
^er.  We  have  a wonderful  time  reading  letters  and  dis— 
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cussing  news. 

A note  from  MacKenzie  tells  us  that  the  'Pato' 
stuck  on  the  sand  beach  at  Lombrum  and  cannot  be  floated 
until  a very  high  tide. 

Our  New  Ireland  monkey  (small  boy)  is  returned 
to  us  from  the  hospital  in  Rabaul. 

The  Museum  to  all  intents  and  purposes  is  very 
well  pleased  with  our  last  large  collections  from  New 

Britain. 

February  5 (Monday).  Drafrui.  There  is  no 
work  to-day.  We  sit  and  read  letters,  speculate  on  our 
friends  back  in  the  States  and  relax  entirely  for  a brief 
time.  So  many  things  have  happened  it  takes  days  for 
ns  to  catch  up  with  it  all. 

February  6 (Tuesday).  Drabui . This  is  a con- 
tinuation of  yesterday.  So  many  things  have  cropped  up 
a11  °f  a sudden, so  much  to  do  that  we  just  don't  make 
headway , it  is  always  the  case  in  a camp  when  one  re- 

ceives  mail  after  a long  interval.  We  are  upset  for 

days. 


February  7 (Wednesday).  Drabui.  Yawa  has 
not  forgotten  that  Siap  has  bested  him  in  the  matter  of 
the  oyvl*  Yawa  has  taken  to  hunting  with  a vengence  and 
to'day  turned  in  three  ^upetors.  This  is  a good  day’s 
rlc  for  anyone . 

The  rest  of  us  have  been  busy . Little  Dito 

is  n 

°w  tapping  shells!  a task  he  thoroughly  detests. 

»8t 

el  that  if  each  shell  is  wrapped  in  newspaper  they 
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will  stand  the  trip  to  the  Museum  better. 

February  8 (Thursday).  Drabui . The  boys  do 
some  excellent  hunting.  Between  working  on  specimens 
and  typing  and  rearranging  notes  we  are  busy  all  of  our 
time . 

February  9 (Friday).  Drabui.  We  experience 
hard  northwest  weather  with  rains  during  the  night  and 
these  continue  throughout  the  day.  The  sand-flies  come 
out  in  droves  and  make  our  lives  miserable.  We  are 
both  feverish  and  irritable  before  the  day  is  over.  Our 
boys  are  put  to  work  threading  bird  labels  and  stringing 
beads, 

A note  from  MacKenzie  and  a bag  of  rice  arrives 
by  aanoe  in  the  rain.  The  kanaka  has  succeeded  in 
keeping  the  bag  of  rice  dry.  We  have  the  usual  wrangle 

v'ith  him.  The  native  insists  that  he  hasn't  been  paid 
while  MacKenzie  in  his  note  says  that  he  has.  We  think 
aSain  of  the  propaganda  the  missionaries  spread  - the 
poor  innocent  native  and  the  unscrupulous  white! 

Our  village  friends  have  kicked  over  the  traces 
again.  Someone  has  destroyed  a very  valuable  bush 
near  CamP*  They  should  be  paid  a pound.  I swear  at 
^et!1  ^ud  terms  and  they  go  away  very  angry  with  me . 

February  10  (Saturday).  Drabui.  A whole 
of  Kanakas  descend  upon  camp,  bringing  with  them 
mall  beetlenut  tree.  It  seems  that  Yawa  was  shooting 
a bird  and  scruffed  the  tree  with  some  shot.  The 
trSe  doesn't  count,  it  is  the  principal  of  the  thing. 
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Something  to  have  a row  over.  I explode  but  my  good  wife 
entreats  me  to  pay  them  three  sticks  of  tobacco.  I do, 
and  the  horde  goes  off  to  wrangle  all  day  over  the  payment. 
We  could  hear  them  far  into  the  night. 

Rain  stays  with  us  all  day.  We  all  remain  in 
camp  at  our  various  tasks. 

February  11  (Sunday).  Drabui . A miserable 
day  - overcast  and  no  wind.  The  sand-flies  nearly  drive 
us  crazy.  We  both  have  fever  from  the  effects  of  their 
bites.  Even  our  crew  are  disgruntled.  We  continue 
with  typewriter. 

February  12  (Monday).  Drabui.  We  get 
through  a tremendous  amount  of  work,  finish  our  letters 
and  notes,  pack  the  last  of  the  birds.  We  are  ready  for 
the  arrival  of  Mackenzie  when  he  puts  in  his  appearance. 

The  boys  go  hunting  but  come  in  before  noon 
because  of  the  rain.  We  are  down  to  the  place  now  where 
we  require  only  rare  and  most  desirable  species. 

February  13  (Tuesday).  Drabui.  The  natives 
come  to  us  and  ask  that  we  shoot  them  a mess  of  fish. 

Someone  has  died  back  in  the  interior  and  there  is  to  be 
a big  sing-sing  with  the  burial.  We  are  so  flattered 
over  the  thought  that  the  whole  village  is  leaving  us  that 
consent  to  get  them  some  fish.  We  even  go  so  far  as 
to  permit  our  own  staff  to  accompany  the  horde. 

By  noon  the  place  is  deserted  and  we  are  at 
peace  with  the  world  for  once. 

The  * Pato  * shows  up  at  3 130  P.M.,  bringing  us 
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newspapers  and  magazines.  We  go  on  board  for  dinner  and 
listen  to  the  news  of  the  colony.  Mrs.  Perichon,  the 
wife  of  B.P.s  local  manager,  is  aboard  for  the  trip. 

February  14  (Wednesday).  Drabui.  MacKenzie 
comes  ashore  and  helps  me  solder  the  large  case  of  birds. 
We  put  that  on  board  ship, along  with  five  small  packets 
of  small  birds,  five  boxes  of  land  shells  and  one  box 
of  mammal  skulls  - numerous  letters.  The  'Pato'  leaves 
before  noon  to  take  the  shipment  to  the  mail  steamer. 

She  will  return  for  us  as  soon  as  the  shipment  is  gone. 

There  was  a partial  eclipse  of  the  sun  to-day. 

I nearly  ruined  my  eyes  taking  photos  of  it. 

We  are  alone  in  camp  again.  One  doesn't 
realize  how  peaceful  it  is  without  a mob  of  howling 
natives  around  us.  Even  my  dear  little  wife  is  heard 
singing  over  the  evening  meal. 

February  15  (Thursday).  Drabui.  Our  athletic 
red  rooster  has  showed  up  again.  Where  he  has  been  I 
don't  know,  neither  am  I able  to  catch  him. 

Mrs.  Coultas  and  I devote  the  day  to  repacking 
°ur  equipment  so  that  we  can  make  another  trip  into  the 
interior  from  some  point  farther  down  the  coast.  Crowded 
conditions  on  the  'Pato'  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  do 
any  work  of  that  kind  while  on  board. 

My  eyes  feel  like  two  balloons.  In  the  future 
i shall  study  my  eclipses  in  a planetarium. 

Just  at  dusk  our  staff  of  four  return  - wet 
and  tired,  hungry  and  very  disagreeable. 
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so  they  stated,  anything  to  eat  at  the  festival, 
understand  that  all  right  in  the  light  of  past  events. 
Furthermore,  they  didn't  have  any  place  to  sleep,  etc., 
etc.  The  boys  did  bring  us  herons,  megapodes,  and 
ducks  which  they  collected  on  the  road. 

We  left  them  in  the  house  cook  and  went  to  bed. 
They  made  themselves  a thumping  big  mess  of  rice  and 
spent  the  night  airing  their  impressions  of  the  local 
festival.  Kanakas  do  things  like  that;  sleep  to  them 
is  only  secondary . 

February  16  (Friday).  Drabui.  We  are 
awakened  by  the  forceful  realization  that  the  native 
horde  has  returned.  Furthermore,  the  rain  and  wind  con- 
tinues. We  are  unable  to  get  into  the  bush  and  hunt  so 
spend  our  time  around  camp,  going  over  lists  of  birds,  re- 
checking our  last  shipment,  and  attending  to  small  trifles. 

The  boys  are  put  to  work  cleaning  guns  and  re- 
pairing their  hunting  equipment. 

February  17  (Saturday).  Drabui.  The  rain  and 
wind  continue.  We  are  in  for  a few  days  of  this  kind  of 
Weather  until  the  thing  blows  itself  out.  No  hunting. 

T’ne  toys  are  put  to  work  threading  labels. 

Mrs.  Coultas  has  the  misfortune  to  scald  her 
riSht  foot  with  boiling  water.  We  have  no  oil  with  which 
tj°  treat  it  so  use  beef  drippings. 

February  18  (Sunday).  Drabui.  Mrs.  Coultas 
's  not  feeling  well.  Her  foot  pains  her  considerably. 

"ae  retnains  in  bed. 
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I go  out  in  the  rain  and  shoot  a mess  of  fish. 

I instruct  my  crew  to  smoke  the  most  of  them  so  that  we 
will  have  a supply  on  board  for  the  crew  of  the  'pato.' 
Right  here  I run  into  Kanaka  reasoning  again. 

The  local  mob  are  disgruntled  because  they 
didn’t  get  enough  of  the  fish.  They  demand  payment  be- 
cause we  have  taken  their  fish.  Secondly,  my  own  staff 
go  at  their  work  half-heartedly  because  they  feel  that 
the  crew  of  the  'Pato'  should  smoke  their  own  fish.  And 
I,  the  master,  am  sore  as  I can  be  because  I want  my  own 
way.  I get  it  too,  after  exercising  my  vocal  organs 
at  great  length.  The  rain  continues. 

February  19  (Monday).  Drabui.  Myself  and 
three  boys  hunting  in  the  rain.  We  don't  have  much  suc- 
cess with  birds.  Siap  shoots  a wild  pig.  We  appropriate 
a generous  supply  of  fat,  render  that  down  into  greese, 
and  use  the  same  on  Mrs.  Coultas ' foot.  She  finds  this 
lard  - free  from  salt  - very  soothing. 

The  villagers  decide  to  have  a big  sing-sing. 

We  encourage  them;  it  will  keep  their  minds  occupied  for 
a few  hours . 

February  20  (Thursday).  Drabui.  Siap  and 

Yevva  take  a canoe  to  hunt  for  herons.  They  find  this 

tnuch  easier  than  wading  and  crawling  through  the  mangrove 

thickets.  The  boys  return  with  both  kinds  of  herons, 

^^tocorax  and  Dupetor . which  they  find  resting  in  the 

Jhickets . No  sooner  are  they  back  in  camp  than  we  have 

a CQInplaint.  Native  Bundallis  claims  that  his  canoe 
Was  + =1. 

en  without  his  permission. 


We  pay  him  two 
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sticks  of  tobacco  for  the  use  of  his  boat.  Later  we  dis- 
cover that  the  boat  belongs  to  the  doctor-boy  who  is  in 
Lorengau  at  the  moment.  So  we  nurse  our  wrath  and  wait. 

February  21  (Wednesday).  Drabui . The  Doctor- 
boy  returns  from  Lorengau.  We  call  together  the 
villagers  and  demand  five  sticks  of  tobacco  from 
Bundallis.  He  has  lied  about  the  canoe  of  yesterday. 

It  is  our  turn  to  demand  a pound  of  flesh  now. 

After  hours  of  wrangling  among  themselves  the 
natives  produce  five  sticks  of  tobacco  and  express  their 
regrets.  Bundallis  has  lost  face. 

The  'Pato ' comes  to  the  anchorage  just  at  dark. 
KacKenzie  has  forwarded  the  shipment  and  letters  to  New 
York.  We  are  now  ready  to  leave  this  place  on  the  morrow . 

Aunali,  under  careful  supervision  from  my  wife, 
has  made  a generous  quantity  of  pineapple  and  pau  pau  jam. 

February  22  (Thursday).  Drabui.  While  the 
rew  of  the  'Pato'  are  taking  our  effects  aboard  I go  up 
rlver  to  a cave  after  small  swifts.  Once  there  I 
ind  only  small  bats.  I've  been  trying  for  weeks  to 
i cate  the  cave  and  only  at  the  last  minute  have  the 
■"ljives  consented  to  show  me  where  it  is.  Natives  are 
•unny  that  way. 

Returning  to  camp  I find  that  the  crew  of  the 

'Pato*  h 

nave  done  very  little  toward  shifting  our  cargo. 
try  to  hurry  them  but  have  no  success.  They  are  Mac- 
e's  boys  and  he  never  hurries.  I am  exasperated; 
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no  use. 
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There  are  all  kinds  of  disadvantages  in 
chartering  a ship  like  this  and  depending  upon  someone 
else  to  take  us  around.  We  are  entirely  at  their  mercy. 

It  doesn't  really  make  any  difference  whether  it  is  Mac- 
kenzie or  someone  else,  the  results  would  be  the  same.  So 
we  gulp  down  our  pride  and  just  wait.  Eventually  we  will 
get  what  we  want.  Perhaps  we  should  label  these  ex- 
periences "Lessons  in  Patience." 

February  23  (Friday).  To  Peli  Islands.  Mac- 
kenzie feels  that  I should  hire  natives  to  carry  our 
cargo  down  to  the  ship.  I don't.  His  crew  get  every- 
thing on  board  and  we  sail  for  the  Peli  Islands  to  the 
west  of  us,  shortly  before  noon. 

There  are  a few  patches  of  grassland  on  the  main 
island  of  Manus  just  across  from  the  Peli  Islands.  I wish 
to  spend  a couple  of  days  here  to  make  absolutely  sure 
that  there  are  no  grassland  birds  which  we  overlooked 
during  our  first  visit  here. 

We  anchor  in  a narrow  strait  between  Peli  and 
the  mainland  just  before  dark. 

Life  on  board  the  'Pato  ' is  far  from  satisfac- 
tory. The  ship  is  small  and  crowded.  The  Mackenzies  like 
to  eat  late  and  sit  up  half  the  night  drinking  and  talking. 
We  like  our  supper  early  so  we  can  get  to  bed.  In  the 
morning  we  wish  to  arise  at  daylight  and  get  into  the 
bush;  the  Mackenzies  sleep  until  9 or  10  A.M.  These  are 
the  little  things  that  bring  on  disagreements. 
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February  24  (Saturday).  At  Peli.  I take  Siap, 
Yawa  and  Aunali,  go  to  the  grasslands  and  spend  the  whole 
day  looking  for  birds  but  do  not  find  any. 

February  25  (Sunday).  At  Peli.  We  duplicate 
our  performance  of  yesterday  but  have  no  success.  I'm 
convinced  that  there  are  no  grassland  birds  on  Manus. 
Furthermore,  the  natives  do  not  recognize  finches  and 
reed  warblers  that  I have  in  my  collection. 

February  26  (Monday).  Under  Sail.  MacKenzie 
reports  that  the  engine  won't  work.  I suspect  that  he 
doesn't  want  it  to.  We  haul  up  anchor  and  sail  to  the 
eastward.  We  wish  to  get  to  the  Bieri  Islands  which  lie 
just  off  the  Warri  River.  There  we  will  attempt  to  get 
into  the  interior  again, 

I spend  the  whole  day  taking  down  our  fire  arms 
and  washing  them  in  gasolene. 

February  27  (Tuesday).  At  Sea,  We  are  still 
sailing.  MacKenzie  has  taken  down  his  engine,  repaired 
a coupling  brace  and  put  the  thing  back  together  again. 

I spend  my  time  working  on  alcohol  specimens. 

February  28.  (Wednesday)..  To  Beiri  Islands. 
Mackenzie  uses  a charge  of  gunpowder  and  gets  the  engine 
to  running.  I don't  approve  of  this  method  but  it 
w°rked  this  time. 

We  reach  the  Beiri  Islands, at  the  mouth  of  the 
Warri  Islands,  just  at  dark.  I believe  this  is  the 
Place  where  Margaret  Mead  spent  her  time  when  on  Manus. 

Numerous  natives  visit  the  ship.  They  agree 
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to  take  us  up  the  river  in  their  large  canoes  to-morrow 
morning. 

March  1 (Thursday).  To  Metawar.  Two  large 
canoes  transport  Mrs.  Coultas , myself,  4 natives,  and 
duffle  up  the  river  to  the  Metawari  village  landing  stage. 
There  we  have  the  unique  experience  of  climbing  some  500 
feet  up  a perpendicular  cliff  to  the  village  proper. 

Once  on  top  we  find  a fairly  presentable 
government  rest  house.  We  take  possession,  straighten 
camp,  and  prepare  for  a short  stay. 

I*ve  been  informed  that  I can  find  the  roosting 
grounds  of  Tyto  manus i near  here  in  some  chalk  caves;  also 
swifts  are  known  to  nest  in  some  nearby  caves. 

Incidentally,  we  are  not  too  far  from  Badlock 
where  the  natives  are  reported  to  be  unfriendly,  and 
furthermore  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  same  caves 
that  the  government  had  a pitched  battle  with  natives  in 
1922,  Oakley  told  us  we  should  have  no  trouble  in  here. 
"e  hope  not  anyway. 

We  arrange  with  the  canoe-men  to  come  and  get  us 

when  we  are  ready  to  leave. 

March  2 (Friday).  Metawari.  I go  hunting  with 
Dito,  our  small  monkey.  He  is  worthless  in  the  bush  ex— 
Cept  that  he  can  carry  my  hunting  bag  for  me. 

Aunali  runs  away  in  the  bush  and  does  not  return 
until  dark.  He  is  severely  chastised  for  his  actions. 

The  two  hunters  return  with  some  good  material  Hunting 
is  just  as  difficult  here  as  elsewhere  on  Manus  and  the 
birds  just  as  scarce. 
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Mrs.  Coultas  does  a roaring  business  in  shells. 
Hundreds  of  small  children  are  in  the  bush  working  for  her. 

March  3 (Saturday).  Metawari.  I remain  in 
camp  to  work  on  a number  of  doves,  Macropygia.  They 
are  most  difficult  to  do  at  best, 

Siap  and  the  village  chief,  Misap  by  name,  make 
a trip  to  some  neighboring  caves  and  return  with  a good 
bag  of  Collocalia  esculenta.  They  also  report  having 
seen  a Re  inwar  dtoer.as  browni  (pigeon)  which  is  not  known 
from  this  group  of  islands. 

Natives  swamp  us  with  food  stuffs.  We  have 
more  than  we  want  so  refuse  to  purchase  more.  They  are 
"the  most  persistent,  insolent  soundrels  we  have  ever  met 
with.  It  is  all  we  can  do  to  keep  them  off  the  veranda 
and  out  of  the  house.  We  cannot  drive  them  away  from 
the  place.  After  hours  of  this  we  are  both  a bundle  of 
nerves  and  can  do  nothing  about  it. 

March  4 (Sunday).  Metawari.  We  work  on  birds 
and  shells  all  day  - with  a howling  mob  of  natives  all 
around  us.  They  are  smart  enough  to  stay  must  out  of 
reach  and  no  farther. 

One  cunning  individual  brings  us  a few  pumpkins 
and  decides  to  stay  until  he  sells  them.  He  doesn't  dis- 
pose of  his  produce  but  every  time  my  back  is  turned  they 
are  placed  on  the  veranda.  I pick  them  up  and  throw 
"them  at  him  each  time.  Finally  I break  one  of  the  speci- 
mens and  the  whole  mob  join  in  the  hubbub.  He  must  be 
paid  for  the  spoiled  pumpkin.  He  isn't  though. 


Mrs.  Coultas  comes  down  with  a dose  of  fever 


brought  on  by  the  excitement  and  the  noise  of  the  kanakas. 

March  5 (Monday).  Metawari.  This  day  is  a 
repetition  of  the  past  two.  The  natives  are  determined 
that  they  will  stay  in  camp  and  annoy  us.  I ask  for 

the  chief  and  learn  that  he  is  sick.  After  hours  of 
wrangling  I do  get  one  native  to  promise  to  take  me  to 
the  chalk  caves  where  I may  expect  to  find  the  owl,  Ty_to. 

My  hunters  are  out  all  day  but  do  not  return 
with  anything  startling. 

There  is  one  consolation  here  — at  an  elevation 
of  700  feet  we  do  find  the  nights  wonderful  for  sleeping. 

Both  of  us  have  a touch  of  fever  to-day. 

March  6 (Tuesday).  Metawari.  I leave  for  the 
chalk  caves  at  daylight  with  a young  man  about  nine  years 
old.  This  is  unusual  but  I have  found  that  some  of  my 
best  guides  have  been  children  who  can’t  speak  a word  of 
English  or  pidgin  either.  Once  in  the  Nakanai  Mountains 
of  New  Britain  a little  girl,  seven  or  eight  years  old, 
adopted  me  and  showed  me  more  birds  than  I could  use  . I 
had  only  the  native  names  of  birds  to  converse  with  hei  . 

On  the  way  out  of  camp  I stopped  to  see  the 

sick  chief  and  found  him  asleep. 

Following  my  youthful  guide  I reached  the  chalk 
cUffs  after  a three  hour  climb  up  and  down  rock  mountain 
sides . Hardly  had  I reached  the  caves  when  I saw  an 
owl  perched  in  a tree  near  the  mouth  of  a cave.  X shot 


the  bird  and  found  it  to  be  a male.  This  gave  us  a 


I o') 


pair  of  this  most  desired  species. 

After  spending  an  hour  hunting  around  the  caves 
we  concluded  to  return  to  camp. 

Long  before  I got  back  I heard  the  death  wail 
of  women  and  knew  that  someone  had  died.  That  old 
native  superstition,  ’'Kill  an  owl  and  you  kill  a person," 
was  sure  working  this  time.  I knew  instinctively  that 
we  were  in  for  it. 

Reaching  camp  I learned  that  the  Chief,  Misap, 
had  taken  this  most  inopportune  time  to  shuffle  off  this 
mortal  coil.  The  natives  were  in  a terrible  funk, 
running  around  everywhere.  For  once  our  camp  was 
deserted.  The  natives  were  all  congregated  around  the 
Chief's  house  300  yards  distant. 

I dispatched  a runner  to  the  coast  to  tell  the 
Island  villagers  to  get  up  here  right  away;  we  wanted  to 
leave  at  once. 

The  balance  of  the  day  was  spent  in  cleaning 
birds  and  shells.  We  were  not  molested  by  natives  during 
the  afternoon. 

We  packed  all  of  our  effects  ready  to  leave  in 
the  morning  if  the  canoes  should  arrive. 

March  7 (Wednesday).  Metawari.  This  was  the 
day  of  days  for  us.  The  canoes  didn't  arrive  in  the 
morning. as  we  had  anticipated  but  thousands  of  kanakas 
did  in  answer  to  the  drums  we  heard  booming  all  night 
long . 

Those  natives  drove  us  stone  mad.  I believe 
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they  hung  around  our  camp  just  to  irritate  us. 

This  business  of  burying  a dead  chief  is  an 
event  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  bigger  the  funeral  the 
greater  name  the  village  will  receive  for  their  lavish- 
ness. In  the  end  they  will  be  bankrupt  for  years,  but 
what  of  it, 

No  sooner  had  the  poor  chief  died  than  natives 
were  dispatched  in  all  directions  to  buy  food,  pigs,  etc. 
for  the  feast.  Certain  old  hands  were  seated  at  the 
village  drums  which  they  pounded  incessantly. 

By  this  morning  the  professional  mourners  be- 
gan to  arrive.  They  started  wailing  long  before  they 
reached  camp.  The  louder  they  wailed  the  more  glory  and 
money  they  expected  to  receive.  Everybody  wailed  as  a 
matter  of  principal. 

The  dead  chief  was  placed  on  a funeral  pyre, 
decked  out  in  his  best  red  calico  and  armlets  (pus  pus). 
By  noon  he  had  bloated  badly  from  the  sun.  No  matter, 
■they  wouldn't  bury  him  until  he  had  burst  and  all  of  the 
water  had  run  out.  In  the  old  days  this  juice  was 
eagerly  sought  after  by  the  young  braves  who  stood  or 
crawled  under  the  dripping  body  and  smeared  themselves 
with  it.  in  this  way  they  absorbed  the  strength  of  the 
departed.  What  a mess  and  what  a stench. 

Everyone  around  the  place  has  smeared  himself 
with  yellow  clay  and  has  rubbed  lime  into  his  hair.  Such 
a howling  rnob  of  savages  I never  hope  to  see  again. 

Curing  the  afternoon  we  visited  the  funeral 


The  stench 


0yre  and  watched  the  head  men  killing  pigs, 
and  the  muck  was  too  much.  Furthermore,  we  were  in- 
formed that  our  presence  wasn't  wanted  around  there.  'We 
returned  to  our  camp  and  listened  to  nasty  remarks  from 
some  of  the  older  heads.  There  are  always  a few  trouble- 
makers in  every  crowd  and  they  are  the  ones  who  can  set 
off  a spark  in  a mob  like  this. 

One  ex-police  boy  I could  have  torn  to  pieces 
and  enjoyed  doing  it.  He  wanted  us  to  start  a fight 
but  we  were  too  smart  for  him. 

After  dark  we  got  a lucky  break.  Some  natives 
came  to  us  and  wanted  to  borrow  our  lantern.  They  had 
seen  a 'tambaran',  an  evil  spirit,  hovering  around  the 
corpse.  Would  we  please  let  them  borrow  our  lantern 
to  hang  over  the  dead  body  and  thus  keep  the  evil  spirit 
away? 

After  careful  deliberation  I consented  to  give 
them  the  lantern  and  furthermore  to  allow  my  shoot  boys 
to  go  to  the  pyre  with  their  shot  guns  and  fire  one  shot 
ea°h,  providing  all  of  the  natives  left  camp.  I couldn't 
be  expected  to  watch  for 'tambarans ' with  all  of  these 
naUves  molesting  me.  If  they  would  let  us  alone  I would 
guarantee  to  mix  medicine  and  keep  the  spirits  away. 

The  natives  kept  their  word  and  departed  to  wail 
the  louder.  Of  course  I sat  up  all  night  and  chased 

splits. 

Our  canoe  men  arrived  late  at  night.  They  had 

b0Qy\ 

away  fishing  and  had  come  as  soon  as  they  received 
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our  message. 

March  8 (Thursday).  To  the  Ship.  We  get  our 
cargo  into  the  canoes  and  depart  at  daylight,  sans  lantern. 
That  can  remain  to  frighten  away  more  spirits. 

We  reach  the  ship  at  10:00  A.M.  dead  tired.  This 
business  of  collecting  owls  and  chasing  spirits  is  too 
much  for  us,  though  our  own  boys  believe  implicitly  in 
my  ability  to  handle  spirits.  They  tell  the  MacKenzies 
and  the  crew  of  the  'Pato*  the  whole  wretched  story. 

The  ’medicine*  that  we  smeared  around  the 
veranda  was  some  of  Mrs.  Coultas  ’ honey  and  almond  cream. 

Mackenzie  gets  the  ship  under  way  at  2:00  P.M. 
and  we  reach  the  N* Drover  Islands  just  at  dark. to  anchor 
for  the  night.  It  is  impossible  to  pilot  a ship  in  these 
waters  after  dark. 

Mr.  Anthony  Edgel  is  here  with  his  boat  Collec- 
ting copra.  He  comes  aboard  for  dinner  and  remains  un- 
til well  after  midnight.  Thus  again  we  do  not  get  much 
sleep . 
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March  9 (Friday).  To  Lombrum.  No  one  has  ever 
been  able  to  impress  upon  Captain  Mackenzie  the  necessity 
of  getting  away  from  an  anchorage  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning.  We  up  anchor  and  sail  at  10  A.M.  after  sending 
a boat's  crew  of  boys  through  the  passage  in  the  reef  to 
the  mainland.  Why  this  was  done  I don't  know. 

We  take  the  long  route  around  the  east  end  of 
Manus  and  encounter  a heavy  swell  and  sharp  rain  squalls 
during  the  day.  Furthermore,  it  is  terribly  hot  which 
makes  all  of  us  rather  sickish  before  we  reach  Lombrum  at 
4 P.M. 

Lombrum  is  a name  given  to  the  deep  eastern  end 
of  Sea  Eagle  harbor.  It  is  the  seat  of  Burns  Philp 
island  store  and  also  a German  Catholic  mission.  The  seat 
of  Government,  Lorengau,  is  situated  to  the  westward  some 
three  miles. 

’We  have  come  into  port  to  replenish  supplies, 
forward  specimens  to  the  Museum,  and  report  in  to  the 
Government . 

The  island  store  is  in  charge  of  a Mr.  Perichon, 
an  Australian  war  veteran  and  an  ex  Government  patrol 
officer.  He,  like  most  others  in  these  out  of  the  way 
places,  considers  our  arrival  an  event  whicn  calls  for 
various  kinds  of  liquid  refreshments.  We  are  invited  to 
his  home  for  dinner,  meet  his  wife,  become  pleasantly 
intoxicated  and  do  not  get  away  until  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning.  We  are  treated  to  no  end  of  local  gossip  - 
learh  all  there  is  to  know  about  our  neighbors  and  associ- 
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We  realize  that  our  own  lives  will  be  rehashed 
after  we  are  gone.  Unfortunately,  no  one  can  give  me  any 
information  on  birds;  I shall  have  to  dig  that  all  out 
for  myself.  fie  intend  to  leave  from  here  and  go  to 
Rambutyo  and  Nauna  Islands  to  the  eastward. 

March  10  (Saturday).  Lombrum.  Ashore  early  - 
to  the  store.  Perichon,  the  manager,  is  an  early  riser, 
thank  God.  I have  all  of  my  supplies  purchased  by  10  A.M. 
and  am  ready  for  sea,  but  I know  better  than  to  suggest 
that  we  sail  over  a week-end.  It  just  isn't  done,  here 
or  elsewhere , 

The  manager  permits  me  the  use  of  a small  guest 
house  where  we  can  assemble  materials,  write  letters,  and 
check  specimens.  I have  nothing  but  one  case  of  land 
snails  to  go  with  this  boat.  Do^  though^  write  a number  of 
letters  and  reports  for  the  Museum. 

Mrs.  Coultas  goes  to  work  on  two  large  mosquito 
nets  for  our  bush  houses.  The  one  we  have  been  using 
has  been  eaten  badly  by  land  crabs,  which  insist  upon 
chewing  them.  One  misfortune,  mosquito  nets  here  cost 
v20  each,  whether  it  is  material  or  the  finished  product. 
Such  is  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  in  these  out  of  the 
way  places. 

We  are  invited  to  another  large  dinner  party 
this  evening.  One  must  cater  to  these  social  affairs 
even  though  they  do  become  deadly. 

March  11  (Sunday).  Lombrum.  We  have  all  of 
Lombrum 's  social  set  aboard  for  morning  coffee  - coffee 
made  with  vinegar  and  salt  in  good  English  style. 
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vile  (both  the  coffee  and  the  party  which  turns  into  a rum 
orgy  before  lunch  time).  Mr.  Froggatt  and  Mr.  O'Connor, 
from  the  Agricultural  Department  in  Rabaul,  are  with  us. 
They  have  spent  over  a year  trying  to  breed  parasites  that 
will  eliminate  the  local  grasshopper,  the  pest  of  all 
cocoanut  plantations.  To  date  the  experiment  has  not 
been  successful  and  both  men  have  acquired  no  end  of 
malarial  fever.  They  are  discouraged. 

The  social  swirl  continues  through  the  evening  - 
in  fact  rather  late,  which  means  that  we  will  have  no  end 
of  livers  and  headaches  to  overcome  before  we  can  put  to 
sea  on  the  morrow. 


March  12  (Monday).  To  Lorengau.  I am  ready  for 
sea  at  daylight;  we  sail  for  Lorengau  at  noon.  Mackenzie 
is  sick  - has  kept  himself  alive  for  years  on  aspirin, 
quinine,  and  whiskey.  It  is  my  purpose  to  humor  him  along 
and  get  where  I want  to  go,  otherwise  I shall  have  no  end 
°f  trouble  trying  to  find  transportation.  Mackenzie  means 
well  but  has  no  conception  of  time.  Patience  and 
tolerance  are  the  two  acquisitions  I can  boast  of  from  my 
wanderings  in  this  part  of  the  world.  At  that,  I some- 
times have  difficulty  keeping  up  a pleasant  front;  getting 
nad  will  do  no  good  and  might  spell  the  end  of  the  ex- 
Pedition . 


I must  and  do  stop  at  Lorengau  to  mail  letters 
dnP  packets,  report  to  the  Government  my  intended  trip  to 
Pambutyo  . 
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The  District  Officer,  Oakley,  is  ill  with  gastric 
no^  see  but  do  find  Whiteman,  the 
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second  in  command. 

Lorengau  is  the  seat  of  Government,  port  of  entry, 
and  the  social  center  of  this  part  of  the  world.  I should 
say  that  there  are  over  SO  whites  living  here,  each  a 
little  more  snippish  than  the  other.  Dinners,  in  most 
cases,  are  formal.  We  are  not  invited  to  any  of  those 
things,  thank  heaven,  simply  because  we  do  not  possess  the 
clothing,  not  the  social  strata. 

Whiteman,  ex  aviator  during  the  war,  remains  on 
board  until  late  and  gives  us  some  very  desirable  informa- 
tion on  harbors  and  natives  in  the  group. 

We  retire  but  are  not  able  to  sleep  because  of  a 
heavy  ground  swell  which  tosses  the  ship  all  night. 

March  13  (Tuesday).  To  Papitalai.  ■Ve  leave 
Lorengau,  pass  out  of  the  harbor  intent  upon  going  to 
Rambutyo . The  engine  develops  a sickly  cough,  a carbon 
knock  Mac  calls  it.  ’.Ve  decide  to  put  in  at  Papitalai 
(a  plantation  owned  by  Ah  tam  company  and  run  by  a German 
ex  sailor,  Sailor  Hartrich.  The  same  deserted  from  a 
German  survey  ship  about  1912,  hid  in  the  mountains  of 
New  Ireland,  and  later  married  the  colored  girl  who  looked 
after  him  and  fed  him  when  the  Germans  were  searching  for 
that  gentleman.  In  all  fairness  to  the  sailor  and  his 
blaok  wife  , he  has  s tuck  by  her  even  though  she  has  lost 
her  charm,  is  happy  with  her,  and  she  in  turn  keeps  a 
VSry  neat  clean  home  for  him,  does  it  just  as  well  or 
^er  than  many  white  women  could  or  would.  Her  name 

*s  Isabel . 

Isabel  is  flattered  beyond  words  when  we  come 
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to  visit  her.  She  makes  coffee  and  sandwiches  for  us  and 
proceeds  to  talk  our  heads  off.  The  sailor  amuses  himself 
by  painting  pictures  of  sailing  ships  in  oil.  rie  does 
very  well  at  it  too. 

Siap  brings  in  a Reinwar dtoenas , a new  record 
for  Manus,  but  the  bird  is  shot  up  so  badly  I can't  save 
it.  I spend  most  of  the  day  in  the  bush  looking  for 
more  of  the  same  species  but  don't  locate  any. 

March  14  (Wednesday).  Papitalai.  Mackenzie 
still  at  the  engine.  Myself,  Mrs.  Coultas,  and  the  boys 
hunting.  Siap  locates  another  Re  inwardtoenas  . which 
makes  our  trip  worth  while,  but  none  of  us  are  able  to 
locate  Gallicolumba  beccarii . The  bush  here  is  only 
scraggly  secondary  stuff,  no  elevation  to  the  land  but 
'narsh  and  salt  water  swamp.  Mosquitoes  are  very  plentiful. 
'Sailor'  reports  that  he  has  often  seen  the  hawk  'Baza' 
here  though  we  are  unable  to  locate  it  during  our  visit. 

March  15  (Thursday).  To  Rambutyo.  Get  away 
from  our  anchorage  at  9 A.M.  , have  a pleasant  trip  and  reach 
+Jhe  southern  end  of  Rambutyo  at  about  4:70  P.M.  There  is 
a plantation  here.  I go  ashore,  find  the  Japanese  care- 
f^ker , one  Tokyos,  borrow  his  truck,  load  our  effects,  go 
°n  to  the  village  of  Tanau  and  proceed  to  set  up  camp. 

The  house  'kiap'  is  small  but  it  will  do  nicely  for  our 
w°rk  here  . 

There  are  few  anchorages  here  on  Rambutyo.  -his 
°ne  is  the  only  safe  one  at  this  time  of  year.  I shouldn't 
pick  this  side  of  the  island  if  I could  choose  another, 

^’t  must  be  content  with  what  I can  get. 
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Mrs,  Coultas  does  not  get  away  from  the  ship  until 
6 P.M.  and  has  a long  walk  in  the  dark,  I send  small  Dito 
after  her  with  a lantern  and  find  that  the  Japanese  has 
sent  one  of  his  house  boys  to  escort  her  to  camp.  We  get 
to  bed  early. 

March  16  (Friday).  Rambutyo.  It  is  my  plan  to 
establish  Mrs.  Coultas  here  with  Yawa,  Aunali  and  Dito 
while  I take  Siap  and  go  with  the  ship  to  Nauna  Island, 
the  easternmost  island  of  the  group.  There  I will  land, 
establish  a camp,  and  send  the  ship  back  to  an  anchorage. 

We  arise  to  find  that  the  box  containing  the 
coffee  and  sugar  have  been  left  on  the  beach,  a most 
serious  blow  for  one  who  is  accustomed  to  their  morning 
coffee.  We  eat  wafers,  drink  water,  then  think  of  our 
Japanese  friend.  I send  him  half  a dozen  bottles  of 
beer,  recieve  ten  fresh  eggs  in  return.  The  coffee  ar- 
rives. We  have  a good  breakfast  and  proceed  to  put  the 
camp  in  order. 

Yawa  is  appointed  Boss-boy;  he  will  make  a good 

one. 


The  villagers  here  are  a great  deal  more  tolerant 
than  their  relatives  on  the  mainland  of  Manus.  Here, 
they  are  orderly,  not  noisy,  and  rather  cooperative.  They 
have  never  experienced  having  a white  woman  live  in  their 
village  before.  Furthermore,  I believe  they  are  flattered 
to  learn  that  I will  leave  Esther  in  their  care  while  I 
So  out  to  Nauna. 


'Pata' 


Siap  and  I leave  camp  at  ?:?0  and  go  to  the 
We  will  sleep  aboard  for  the  night  in  order 
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that  we  can  get  away  very  early  in  the  morning. 


March  17  (Saturday).  To  Nauna,  Sailed  at  day- 
light, reached  Nauna  Island  at  noon.  Went  ashore  immediate- 
ly, selected  a camp  right  near  the  beach,  and  hired  boys 
to  erect  camp.  Those  individuals  with  Siap  spent  the 
whole  afternoon  getting  a tent  up  and  a bed  made.  I am 
sure  none  of  them  ever  did  anything  like  this  before, 
hence  the  amount  of  time  expended.  By  nightfall  they  had 
me  well  cared  for  and  departed  to  their  village  in  good 
spirits , 


Nauna  is  small  and  elevated,  only  about  30  people 
inhabit  the  place.  They  live  mostly  on  cocoanuts  and  fish. 

March  18  (Sunday).  Nauna.  Spent  about  ten 
minutes  hunting  and  obtained  all  of  the  birds  I needed  to 
l<eeP  me  busy  for  the  day.  The  small  Zosterops  and 
llgonella  are  common. 

Put  the  natives  to  work  collecting  and  cleaning 
iunci  stlells  for  me.  They  set  to  work  and  busied  them- 
-ives  with  their  task  . I have  learned  to  have  small 
^ches  0f  shells  cooked  at  one  time,  say  between  30  and  40. 

If  X 

J°°  many  shells  are  subjected  to  the  hot  water  treatment 
ne  time,  they  grow  cold  and  retain  the  animal,  whereas 


at 


if 


a few  are  worked,  the  animal  can  usually  be  jerked  out 

*Hhout 


P^Seon 


any  trouble. 

There  are  plenty  of  pigeons  here;  I shall  live  on 
s°up,  biscuits,  and  coffee. 


March  19  (Monday).  Nauna.  Di 


scovered  a new 


■day.  Continued  as  yesterday  - hunting  for 
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few  minutes,  then  returned  to  camp  and  worked  on  birds. 
Siap  hunting  for  two  hours,  then  returned  to  wash  dishes, 
clean  camp,  carry  fresh  water,  and  cut  fire-wood. 

Small  children  engaged  collecting  land  shells. 
Several  elders  in  camp  cleaning  them.  Everyone  at  work 
all  day. 

March  20  (Tuesday).  Nauna.  Finished  16 
Zosterops  and  other  birds;  hardly  moved  from  my  chair  all 
day.  Number  of  natives  in  camp  cleaning  shells.  They 

made  a very  fine  showing.  The  day  w as  not  without  its 

troubles  - Siap  got  into  difficulties  with  a small  boy. 
Called  for  a court  case.  Just  sodomy  and  cost  Siap  one 
stick  of  tobacco  (5  cents). 

We  experienced  some  sharp  N/W  squalls  to-day. 

I should  hate  to  think  we  will  be  marooned  here  for  any 
length  of  time. 

March  21  (Wednesday).  Nauna.  Rain  with  wind 
from  the  northwest.  I am  a little  worried  about  such 
weather ; should  it  keep  up  I shan't  be  able  to  get  off 
the  island.  Spent  the  whole  day  on  Ptilinopus . These 
doves  are  very  fat  at  this  season  of  the  year . Siap  ob- 
tains an  Acc ipiter  - a desirable  hawk  from  here. 

The  rain  has  riled  our  drinking  water  - we  use 
rain  water  caught  from  the  sides  of  the  tent.  Tastes 
like  hell  to  me, 

March  22  (Thursday).  Nauna.  Hard  rains  all 
day.  Had  my  camp  flooded  which  didn't  put  me  in  a very 
good  humor.  Made  cooking  impossible  too.  Consequently, 


didn't  obtain  a warm  meal  until  about  8 P.M.  Just  for 
meanness  sat  up  unti}.  midnight  eating  and  visiting  with 
myself  while  Siap  dried  my  clothes  and  bedding.  Siap 
didn't  mind  as  he  had  slept  all  day  in  some  native's 
house  (presumably  without  my  knowledge). 

The  land  shell  crew  finished  up  their  work  to- 
ward evening,  having  performed  a very  creditable  task. 
They  were  paid  in  accordance  with  our  original  agreement. 

March  33  (Friday).  Nauna.  This  is  the  day 
the  'Pato'  should  have  arrived.  I had  contracted  to 
have  a large  quantity  of  Pau  Pau  delivered  to  take  aboard 
ship.  The  fruit  arrived  and  now  I have  two  bushels  of 
such  on  hand  slowly  spoiling. 

Spent  the  day  on  birds.  I now  have  a good 
representative  series  of  the  ornis  of  the  island. 

March  34  (Saturday).  Nauna.  No  ship.  I 
take  a long  trip  around  the  island,  procure  a fine  adult 
hawk  and  a kingfisher  with  a brown  head.  Must  be  an  un- 
Usual  phase  of  Halcyon  admiral  itat  is  ♦ 

No  natives  in  camp  to-day.  Apparently  they 
"re  tired  of  me  by  now.  Natives,  like  whites,  are  that 


~ soon  lose  interest. 

We  experience  a beautiful  moonlight  night  ex- 
" Pt  for  mosquitoes  which  come  out  after  dark  and  pesky 
'"ar'i  flies  which  are  with  us  at  all  hours.  If  it  were 
"U  for  the  sand  flies  life  really  would  be  enjoyable. 

March  35  (Sunday).  Nauna.  Spent  the  day  in 

‘e  b^sh  and  returned  with  a fine  pair  of  kingfishers. 
Sian  _ +„  . 


aP  the  whole  day  to  himself  and  cooked 


my  own 
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In  fact,  I didn't  see  anyone  all  day.  No 
light  to-night,  the  kerosene  is  finished. 

March  26  (Monday).  Nauna.  A most  unusual  day  - 
full  of  joys  and  sorrows.  No  ship  - nor  did  I expect  it 
either  after  I had  had  a look  at  the  sky  early  in  the 
morning,  which  was  overcast  and  had  a dirty  look.  Bad 
weather  ahead. 

In  the  morning  I opened  my  last  tin  of  tobacco 
and  found  that  mouldy  - cause  enough  to  make  any  man  cross . 

Siap  succeeded  in  obtaining  a Re inwardtoenas 
which  the  natives  say  is  a casual  visitor. 

About  noon  all  hell  broke  loose  . Squalls  of 
cyclonic  violence  blew  my  tent  to  ribbons,  tore  down 
cocoanut  trees,  scatteredmmy  geat.  Fortunately,  I suc- 
ceeded in  getting  all  of  the  birds  into  a tin  trunk  and 
kept  them  dry.  While  I swore,  Siap  made  haste  to  the 
village,  rounded  up  every  available  soul  and  got  them  to 
transport  all  of  our  duffle  to  a house  in  the  village. 

Once  there,  I borrowed  a lava  lava  from  a native  and  spent 
many  hours  drying  my  bedding  and  clothing  over  an  open 
fire.  That  was  no  pleasant  task  either  with  a house 
filled  with  smoke. 

March  27  (Tuesday).  To  Rambutyo  . The  'Pato» 
sighted  at  daylight.-  Mackenzie  would  show  up  on  the 
worst  possible  day.  Told  me  later  he  had  been  holding 
off  because  of  bad  weather,  then  got  frightened  over 
yesterday's  violent  squalls  and  concluded  that  if  he  did 
not  get  me  off  the  island  now  I might  be  marooned  for 
weeks.  Hence  he  started  at  midnight  for 
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Upon  sighting  the  ship  I mustered  all  hands, 
carried  the  duffle  across  the  island  again  to  the  landing 
place.  Had  no  end  of  trouble  getting  my  stuff  aboard 
through  the  surf.  The  tin  trunk  saved  the  birds  again. 

The  rest  of  my  gear  got  pretty  wet  but,no  matter, it  can 
be  dried  out  later. 

Got  away  from  Nauna  at  11:30  and  punched  what 
seemed  to  be  mountainous  seas  to  reach  Rambu.tyo  at  4:30  P.M. 

Ashore  right  away,  found  Esther  in  the  best  of 
health  and  with  some  very  good  birds  in  my  absence,  also 
an  excellent  collection  of  land  shells. 

March  28  (Wednesday).  Rambutyo . Sharp  westerly 
squalls,  i work  a Reinwardtoenas  which  seem  to  be 
common  here.  Thence  to  the  'Pato'  to  collect  a multitude 
°f  small  things  - all  of  the  birds. 

I shall  label  and  prepair  a parcel  post  box  for 
tne  museum  and  allow  Mackenzie  to  go  to  Lombrum  over  the 
faster  holidays  and  to  meet  the  steamer.  I know  very 
"'-ll  they  would  die  if  they  couldn't  go. 

I could  never  understand  the  importance  of 

st9amer  day  and  the  necessity  of  getting  aboard  ship  to 

*11  one's  skin  with  liquor  as  most  everyone  does  in  this 

• art  of  the  world,  buit  then  I'm  a very  stupid  person  any 
Way. 


night 

bea.s 


March  2S  (Thursday).  Rambutyo.  It  rains  all 
an(i  all  day  to-day.  We  have  trouble  keeping  our 
ry  and  are  forced  to  move  them  time  and  again. 

I spend  the  day  labeling  specimens;  finish  up 
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and  pack  one  box;  also,  write  a letter  to  Dr.  Murphy.  Un- 
fortunately, most  of  my  bird  skins  are  not  dry  enough  to 
forward  at  this  time. 

Mrs.  Coultas  skins  the  rest  of  the  birds.  There 
were  very  few  specimens  to-day  because  of  the  rain.  I 
admire  the  crew  for  going  out  at  all.  I assure  you  I 
idin't  make  it  compiilsory . 

Babiang  from  the  ship  arrives  after  dark  to 
take  my  package  and  letters.  Apparently,  the  weather  is 
not  going  to  keep  Mackenzie  and  his  wife  from  getting  to 
Lombrum  for  the  holidays  - power  to  them;  they  can  have  it. 

March  30  (Friday)  Rambutyo.  This  is  Good 
Friday  - hence  no  work  for  the  crew.  'Pato'  leaves  the 
anchorage  at  daylight.  I collect  and  skin  Re inwardtoenas  ■ 
Yawa  kills  a wild  pig.  Esther  works  on  shells.  Rains 
off  and  on  all  day. 

March  31  (Saturday).  Rambutyo.  I go  hunting 
for  a short  time  in  the  morning  and  return  wet  to  the 
bone  and  with  3 small  swifts.  Rain  continues  , with  the 
wind  blowing  from  57  directions  at  one  time.  I'm  sure 
that  this  is  the  change  of  seasons. 

We  have  a covtrt  case  in  the  morning.  Aunali 
borrowed  a village  canoe  to  go  for  water,  anchored  the 
canoe  and  the  tide  carried  it  away.  The  villagers  de- 
manded a pound  sterling  for  their  canoe  and  got  it. 

There  is  always  something  coming  up  - and  many  times  I'm 
afraid  these  things  are  put  up  jobs.  It  is  most  difficult 
to  tell  though  which  are  and  which  aren't, 
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April  1 (Sunday).  Rambutyo.  Another  court 
case  this  morning.  I handle  this  one  with  gloves.  Its 
customary  always  for  natives  to  settle  their  differences 
before  a white  man  where  his  personal  boys  are  concerned. 
Yawa  is  supposed  to  have  made  a suggestive  proposition  to 
one  of  the  local  ladies.  Yawa  wouldn't  admit  it  and  the 
lady  was  not  produced.  I feat  that,  after  the  missing 
canoe  business  of  yesterday  and  the  payment  of  money, 
these  natives  might  be  starting  a series  of  troubles  that 
will  continue  as  long  as  funds  are  forthcoming;  clever 
scoundrels  all  of  them. 

I put  a stop  to  the  whole  business  by  advising 
the  natives. to  take  the  case  to  the  district  officer  - 
after  all,  that  is  his  business  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

This  being  Easter  Sunday  we  spend  our  time  in 
reading  back  numbers  of  the  New  York  Times  and  resting. 

It  rains  most  of  the  day  anyway.  Our  dinner  consists  of 
a large  platter  of  fried  eggs,  fresh  pork,  and  various 
kinds  of  native  foods  . 

April  2 (Monday).  Rambutyo.  Another  legal 
holiday.  I do  not  send  the  boys  hunting.  Rain  is  with 
us  so  I spend  my  time  making  small  wooden  cases  in  which 
to  forward  small  birds  to  the  Museum  at  a later  date.  A 
large  series  of  land  shells  are  brought  in  by  the  natives. 
Two  native  women  are  put  to  work  cleaning  them. 

April  3 (Tuesday).  Rambutyo.  The  hunters  are 
sent  out  and  return  at  noon  with  some  good  specimens,  in- 
cluding an  example  of  Ptilinopus  so lomonensis . Rain 


comes  on  in  the  afternoon  - hard  rains  - while  I take  to 
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my  bed  with  a bad  dose  of  dengue  fever. 

April  4 (Wednesday).  Rambutyo.  I remain  in 
camp  all  day  and  skin  specimens.  The  hunters  do  very 
well  and  return  with  more  examples  of  Reinwardtoenas.  This 
island  seems  to  be  a stronghold  for  this  species. 

The  'Pato*  appears  about  3 P.M.  with  some  mail 
for  us  and  some  fresh  vegetables  from  the  store.  Mac 
tells  me  he  is  going  up  the  coast  to  a better  anchorage. 

April  5 (Thursday).  Rambutyo.  Rains  during 
the  night  and  continues  all  day.  Yawa  brings  in  two  very 
young  hawks  which  have  been  blown  out  of  their  nest.  These 
I decide  to  preserve  in  alcohol  to  rest  in  the  Whitney 
basement . 

I spend  most  of  the  day  in  bed  with  a bad  dose 

of  fever. 

April  6 (Friday).  Rambutyo.  Hard  rains  all 
day,  which  hampers  our  work  terribly.  I do , though,  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  a rather  good  series  of  the  larger 
Collocal ia  (swift).  The  natives  of  the  village  seem  to 
have  hibernated  until  the  rains  stop.  We  see  very  little 

°f  them  these  last  f ew  days. 

April  7 (Saturday).  Rambutyo.  Merops  ornj,tus  , 
the  migrant  Australian  bee  eater  arrived  from  the  south 
to-day.  This  is  a good  omen,  even  among  the  natives,  and 
indicates  that  the  southeast  trade  winds  are  on  the  way. 

The  boys  were  sent  hunting  again  but  returned  at 
n°on  soaked  with  rain. 

April  8 (Sunday).  Rambutyo.  The  rain  has 
thought  the  mosquitoes  in  swarms.  I cleaned  up  the 
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the  remnants  of  birds  during  the  morning,  then  crawled 
under  the  mosquito  net  for  safety  and  comfort.  The  sun 
came  out  in  the  afternoon  which  permitted  me  to  get  the 
specimens  out  and  dry  them.  Boys  out  hunting  for  wild 
pig  had  no  success  . 

April  9 (Monday).  Rambutyo.  A veritable 
deluge  of  rain  with  hard  squalls  from  the  northwest.  We 
expected  any  minute  to  have  the  house  blow  over.  Luckily 
it  did  no  more  than  blow  down  a couple  of  cocoanut  trees 
in  the  village  and  vtnroof  one  house.  No  work  of  any  kind 
performed  by  the  boys  . It  was  hard  enough  for  them  to 
prepare  hot  meals  for  us.  I operated  on  Esther's  jaw 
and  removed  a piece  of  fish  bone  - not  a pleasant  task. 

April  10  (Tuesday).  Rambutyo.  Sent  a native 
+J°  the  'Pato'  advising  them  to  come  for  us.  We  are 
getting  nowhere  here.  Think  it  advisable  to  shift  to  the 
other  end  of  the  island  and  try  our  luck  there  and,  if 
not  satisfactory,  leave  the  island  entirely.  No  hunting 
again  to-day  because  of  the  rain  and  the  wind. 

The  'Pato'  showed  up  at  dusk.  I hadn't  expected 
her  so  soon.  We  will  get  aboard  to-morrow  morning  and 
shift  operations. 

April  11  (Wednesday).  Rambutyo.  We  are  up  at 
%Ught.  I borrow  the  truck  from  the  Japanese  and  have 
of  our  effects  on  the  beach  by  8 A.M.  Aboard  by  9:10 
and  go  immediately  to  the  north  end  of  the  islard,  wnich 
We  reach  in  the  rain  at  noon.  Siap  goes  ashore  and  shoots 
a wild  pig;  the  rest  of  us  remain  on  board. 
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- pril  1?  (Friday).  To  San  Miguel  Islands.  I go 
ashore  for  a short  time  in  the  morning,  have  no  success  so 
return  to  the  ship,  heave  up  the  anchor  and  proceed  to  the 
westward  to  the  San  Mguel  Islands.  TheBe  are  a series  of 
low-lying  islets  circular  in  form  and  entirely  surrounded 
by  reef,  a perfect  atoll.  Fortunately,  there  is  a tiny 
entrance  on  the  southern  side  just  wide  enough  and  deep 
enough  to  permit  the  'Pato'  to  enter.  Here  we  have  a 
perfect  anchorage  against  all  kinds  of  weather. 

Once  anchored  I go  ashore,  find  any  number  of 
birds,  so  conclude  to  bring  a tent  ashore  where  we  can 
collect,  skin  birds,  etc.  while  returning  to  the  ship  to 
sleep . 

April  14  (Saturday).  San  Miguel.  A customary 
morning  aboard  ship.  The  Mackenzies  like  to  sleep  until 
9 or  10  A.M.  We  like  our  breakfast  at  daylight  and  have 
it.  There  is  an  undercurrent  of  feeling  - hence  in  the 
future  we  conclude  to  breakfast  ashore. 

Once  ashore  we  find  plenty  of  birds  and  mosquitoes 
both  but  lose  no  time  in  getting  to  work.  Conditions  are 
ideal  for  hunting.  The  islands  are  flat,  the  trees  not 
too  high,  and  we  are  never  a great  distance  from  camp. 

Reach  the  ship  at  dusk  and  find  Mackenzie  down 
with  a bad  dose  of  chills  and  fever. 

April  15  (Sunday).  San  Miguel.  Ashore  at 
daylight  for  breakfast.  It  was  wonderful  just  to  sit  and 
sip  coffee  with  the  sun  coming  over  the  horizon.  There 
sre  moments,  even  in  this  part  of  the  world,  when  one 


feel  contented. 


I issue  my  boys  cartridges  and  tell  them  to  col- 
lect pigeons  and  bush  fowl  for  themselves  for  a good  Sunday 
dinner.  Aunali  surprises  us  by  preparing  us  a nice  roast 
pigeon  Sunday  dinner.  We  are  delighted. 

Spend  the  day  working  up  specimens  and  making  a 
good  survey  of  the  whole  island  where  we  are  camped.  Re- 
turn to  the  ship  at  5 P.M.  and  find  Betty  down  with  fever 
and  a cold.  Life  is  just  one  fever  after  another  in  this 
part  of  the  world. 

April  16  (Monday).  San  Miguel.  Another  mess 
of  a day,  with  rain  and  wind  from  the  southeast.  We  have 
difficulty  keeping  our  tent  dry  but  do  manage  to  collect 
a few  specimens.  Best  of  all  we  discover  Rhipidura 
semirubra  nesting  here. 

April  17  (Tuesday).  San  Miguel.  A beautiful 
day,  full  of  sunshine.  All  of  us  work  like  Trojans  - 
Aunali  washes  all  of  our  clothes  and  irons  them.  We 
really  feel  dressed  up  for  once. 

Good  birds,  including  a fine  adult  female 
Accipiter  in  excellent  plumage. 

April  18  (Wednesday).  San  Miguel.  Another 
excellent  day  for  birds.  Aunali  gains  fame  by  shooting 
e large  eagle  which  has  a wing-spread  of  6 feet  8 inches. 
There  are  two  varieties  of  kingfisher  here  but  I'm  inclined 
to  think  they  interbreed. 

April  19  (Thursday).  San  Miguel.  We  have 
^bother  good  day  with  birds.  Unfortunately,  the  doves  are 
Very  fat  and  require  no  end  of  time  in  preparation..  The 
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crew  from  the  ship  dynamite  fish  and  we  gorge  ourselves  on 
them. 

April  20  (Friday).  San  Miguel.  We  have 
another  fine  day  and  finish  up  our  birds.  I decide  to 
treak  camp  in  the  morning  and  go  direct  to  Lombrum,  lay  in 
supplies  and  continue  on  to  the  Hermit  and  Ninigo  groups. 

The  Islands  of  Pak,  Balawan,  and  others  will 
have  to  wait  until  our  return  from  the  outlying  islands. 

As  things  stand  now  neither  of  the  Mackenzies  are  at  all 
well  and  I should  hate  to  have  the  expedition  come  to  an 
end  without  having  visited  those  important  islands  to 
the  north  and  west  of  us. 

While  here  we  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a very 
favorable  series  of  the  island  forms.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  we  would  be  able  to  unearth  much  of  importance  at 
the  other  off-shore  islands  nearby, 

in 

Advised  Mac  that  we  would  be  leaving  the  morning. 

He  was  indifferent  - one  place  was,  or  is,  as  good  as 
another  for  him  as  long  as  Mr.  John  Dewar  holds  out. 

April  21  (Saturday).  To  Lombrum.  We  go 
ashore  at  daylight,  gather  up  our  equipment,  and  leave  the 
anchorage  at  9:?0  A.M.  After  a pleasant  day  at  sea,  we 
reach  Lombrum  at  6 P.M.  There  is  little  mail  for  us  but 
' do  learn  that  the  North  German  Lloyd's  steamer,  'Friderun,  ' 
ls  expected  here  within  a few  days.  We  will  be  able  to 
dispatch  mail  and  bird  skins  to  the  States. 

April  22  (Sunday).  Lombrum.  I should  like  to 
n away  from  to-morrow  but  know  that  such  a move  is  impossibl 
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A group  of  people  come  over  from  Lorengau  to  use  the 
tennis  courts.  This  begins  with  a picnic  and  ends  in  a 
liquid  bridge  party.  The  English  are  certainly  hell  on 
their  social  obligations. 

April  2”  (Monday).  Lombrum.  Perichon  gives 
us  permission  to  use  his  guest  house.  We  move  our  duffle 
ashore  and  go  to  work  labeling  and  listing  bird  skins.  I 
shall  get  as  many  as  possible  of  these  out  of  the  way 
while  Mac  works  over  his  ship.  Sent  the  boys  hunting. 
They  returned  with  enough  pigeons  for  food  but  no  speci- 
mens of  consequence. 

April  24  (Tuesday),  Lombrum.  A very  active 
day  engaged  in  writing  letters  and  preparing  packages  for 
the  steamer.  The  'Friderun'  is  due  to-morrow  afternoon. 

My  boys  were  given  the  day  to  wash  their  clothes 
and  get  their  gear  in  order.  Most  of  the  crew  of  the 
ship  appear  to  be  getting  over  their  colds  nicely, 

April  25  (Wednesday).  Lombrum.  Finish  my 
letters  in  the  morning,  thence  to  the  steamer.  I am  able 
to  dispose  of  4 packages  and  16  letters.  The  steamer 
Is  crowded  with  islanders  as  is  always  the  case  . We  run 
the  gauntlet  of  drinking  the  health  of  everyone  we  see  or 
hear  about.  This  is  done  with  dark  beer.  By  the  time 
the  ship  sails  at  5 P.M.  we  wish  to  heaven  we  had  never 
Seen  the  ship  nor  the  beer. 

Arpil  26  (Thursday).  Lombrum.  I would  like 
t°  leave  for  the  Western  Islands,  but  Mac  insists  he  still 
work  to  do  aboard  his  boat.  I conclude  to  go  ahead 
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with  birds  here  and  await  his  pleasure.  I'll  take  a whole 
whale  of  a mental  beating  before  I'll  give  up  the  trip  to 
the  western  islands  now. 

Send  the  boys  hunting  and  they  return  with  a 
couple  of  good  herons  but  no  Chalcophaos . 

April  27  (Friday).  Lombrum.  The  Mackenzies 
and  the  Perichons  have  rigged  up  a picnic  for  Sunday. 

Now  I know  why  we  can't  get  away.  We  continue  with  our 
specimens,  new  ones  and  others  that  were  not  dry  enough 
to  send  in  the  last  shipment.  Heavy  rain  squalls  during 
the  afternoon  brought  our  hunters  back  without  much 
material . 

April  28  (Saturday),  Lombrum.  YYorked  with 
birds  until  ? P.M.  when  everyone  from  the  station  took  off 
in  the  'Pato'  for  Lorengau  to  attend  a big  party.  It  was 
a big  one  too,  every  white  person  within  miles  was  there. 

April  29  (Stinday).  Lorengau.  I spend  the 
morning  visiting  with  Messrs.  Jack  Kramer  and  Charles 
Munster,  Both  of  these  men  have  been  here  for  years  and 
know  the  islands  well.  They  are  able  to  give  me  a vast 
amount  of  information  on  the  Western  Islands  and  what  to 
expect  there,  Charles  Munster  is  "the”  Max  Bunster  of 
Jack  London's  South  Sea  stories. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  picnicing  on  Alex 
Burrows  estate  some  miles  away.  I regret  to  say  that 
it  was  not  a success  . 

We  all  return  to  Lombrum  on  the  'Pato'  at 
dark,  all  of  us  dead  tired  and  just  a trifle  irritated 
with  one  another. 


Lombrum.  We  are  all  sick 


April  30  (Monday), 
from  yesterday's  debacle.  I think  it  is  a touch  of  ptomaine 
poisoning.  Nevertheless,  I send  the  boys  hunting  - they 
return  with  a few  birds  and  some  pigeons  for  food. 

Mackenzie,  I can  see,  would  like  to  chuck  the  ex- 
pedition right  now,  but  I shall  hang  on  to  the  end.  I 
do  want  to  work  the  western  islands. 

May  1 (Tuesday).  Lombrum.  I finish  packing  and 
wrapping  three  boxes  of  birds  for  New  York.  This  makes 
about  a thousand  that  I have  forwarded  to  the  Museum  this 
year. 

Mrs.  Coultas  reaches  immortal  heights  by  inviting 
everyone  to  afternoon  tea.  One  would  think  we  hadn't 
®een  each  other  for  a year  or  more  the  way  our  guests 
pounce  in  and  shout  greetings.  "Afternoon  tea  is  such  an 
important  affair,  my  Dear." 

Send  the  boys  hunting  but  they  have  about  ex- 
hausted the  list  of  species  and  turn  up  with  very  little 
Material.  They  let  me  know  indirectly  that  it  is  time  for 
Us  to  move  on. 

May  2 (Wednesday).  Lombrum.  Mackenzie  startles 
by  fading  Diesel  oil  aboard  the  boat  this  morning.  Ap 
parent>ly  we  are  to  get  away  after  all. 

The  District  officer  Oakley  arrives  for  an  inspec- 
U°n  of  the  plantation.  I g et  wind  of  this  and  send  all 
of  My  force  into  the  bush.  Fortunately,  my  boys  don't 
inspections  any  better  than  I do.  Oakley  advises  me 
that  the  natives  of  Rambutyo  have  laid  an  attempted  rape 
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complaint  against  Yawa.  I ask  the  officer  what  steps  he 
wishes  to  take.  Oakley  advises  me  to  warn  Yawa  (which  I 
do  later).  That  was  a lucky  break  for  me.  I should  hate 
to  lose  the  boy's  services  at  this  time. 

I begin  typing  bird  notes  and  later  work  up  some 
bird  skins.  Perichon  gets  fined  ten  pounds  for  hammering 
a native. 

May  3 (Thursday).  Lombrum.  Finish  my  bird  notes 
and  begin  packing  for  the  Northwest  Islands.  Esther  and 
Betty  Mackenzie  make  up  a grocery  list  and  purchase  sup- 
plies for  the  trip.  We  plan  on  a six  weeks  trip. 

May  4 (Friday).  Lombrum.  I spend  the  morning 
arranging  stores  in  the  hold  of  the  ship.  We  do  not 
get  away  until  3:45  P.M.  and  then  only  as  far  as  Lorengau. 

Once  there  I find  the  post  office  closed  and  every  one 
gone,  so  must  wait  until  morning  to  mail  my  packages. 

May  5 (Saturday).  Lorengau.  I am  ashore  early; 
mail  my  packages  and  letters;  thence  with  the  'Pato'  down 
the  coast  as  far  as  Inrim  plantation,  where  we  anchor  for 
the  night. 

May  6 (sunday).  To  Papenbusch.  We  proceed  down 
the  coast  as  far  as  Papenbusch  Island  and  anchor . This 
kittle  island  is  the  type  locality  of  the  rail,  Hypotaenldia „ 
found  in  this  group  of  islands.  Ashore  I find  a veritable 
tangle  of  underbrush  and  am  not  able  to  procure  a bird. 

Send  word  to  the  chief  of  a neighboring  village  and  ask 
him  to  round  up  all  of  the  small  boys  available  for  to- 
morrow  morning. 
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May  7 (Monday).  To  Nona 


• With  the  small  boys  I 
systematically  beat  the  bush  in  an  attempt  to  chase  out  a 
bird  but  have  no  luck.  Sail  at  noon  for  Nares  Harbor  at 
the  western  end  of  Manus.  Reach  the  harbor  at  dusk  and 
arrange  to  take  on  water  before  sailing  to  the  Hermit  Group 
to-morrow  morning. 

May  8 (Tuesday).  To  Hermits.  Get  our  water  on 
board  and  sail  for  the  Hermit  group  at  8 A.M.  Watering 
ship  is  a complicated  task.  Every  ship  carries  empty  5 
gallon  kerosene  and  gasolene  tins  for  just  this  purpose. 

The  empties  are  taken  ashore  in  a boat,  filled,  and  brought 
aboard,  thence  emptied  into  the  big  supply  tank.  Inci- 
dentally, the  more  noise  the  boys  make  with  the  empty  tins, 
the  better  they  like  it.  The  white  complement,  to  pre- 
serve their  tins  as  long  as  possible,  spend  most  of  their 
time  during  the  operation  bawling  or  cuffing  the  boys  to 
keep  them  from  damaging  or  ruining  the  tins.  Yet,  in  all 
°f  my  years  in  the  islands,  I have  never  seen  a crew  water 
ship  without  a tremendous  din  arising  from  clattering 
empty  tins.  It  just  isn't  done. 

May  9 (Wednesday).  Maron  - Hermit  Group.  Sight 
the  Group  at  daylight  and  come  to  anchor  just  about  noon 
front  of  the  plantation  station  on  Maron  Island.  The 
"hole  plantation  and  atoll  is  now  in  charge  of  a man 
named  Brewster  who  comes  aboard  to  pass  the  time  of  day 
with  us.  Later  his  wife  joins  us. 

We  are  invited  to  come  ashore  and  establish 
garters  in  his  home,  the  same  being  a tremendous  stone 
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house  built  in  German  times. 

In  the  afternoon  all  of  us  go  ashore  to  tea  and 
dinner.  It  is  necessary,  at  all  times,  to  go  through  a 
certain  amount  of  social  formalities  before  getting  down 
to  work. 

May  10  (Thursday).  Maron.  The  Hermit  group  is 
a coral  atoll  with  numerous  islets  around  the  rim  and  in 
the  lagoon  as  well.  The  two  largest  islets,  Maron  and 
Luf,  reach  the  same  elevation.  Practically  every  inch 
of  ground  is  planted  to  cocoanuts.  There  still  remain  a 
handful  of  natives  (on  Luf)  from  a once  large  population. 
They  will  probably  be  extinct  within  a very  short  time. 

On  the  plantation  there  are  about  80  indentured 
natives  brought  in  from  all  over  the  Mandate.  Mr. 
Brewster's  task  of  handling  all  of  these  natives,  isolated 
as  he  is,  is  not  an  easy  one.  Boats  call  on  him  once 
every  three  to  five  months.  The  rest  of  the  time  he  and 
his  wife  are  alone.  But  Brewster,  though  a small  man,  is 
squal  to  his  task  and  rules  with  an  iron  hand.  His  dis- 
°ipline  is  a thing  of  beauty  to  watch. 

Rain  visits  us  most  of  the  day  but  I do  manage  to 
8®t  Esther's  effects  ashore  where  she  will  remain  and 
w°rk  while  I go  on  to  the  Anchorite  Islands. 

May  11  (Friday).  Maron.  I go  hunting,  find 
Pienty  of  desirable  kingfishers  and  to  my  astonishment 
rails  also.  Of  the  latter  I procure  two.  From  our 
P^sent  location  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  to  Luf  and 
Urvey  what  little  timber  remains  there.  We  will  have  to 
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take  the  ship  and  go  over  there  at  a later  date. 

Our  accommodations  in  the  big  house  are  excellent. 

May  12  (Saturday).  Maron.  To  birds  again  and 
got  together  a splendid  assortment,  including  the  fairy 
tern,  Gjgis  alba.  One  misfortune,  there  are  plenty  of 
mosquitoes  here.  We  shall  be  bitten  to  pieces. 

May  13  (Sunday).  Maron.  I take  a native  canoe 
and  go  to  Luf  Island  but  find  very  little  there.  I'm 
discouraged  with  the  place.  There  are  a few  pigeons  re- 
ported on  this  island  but  I failed  to  locate  them. 

Rained  most  of  the  day. 

May  14  (Monday).  Maron.  I wanted  to  get  away 
for  the  Anchorites  but  didn't.  Mackenzie  down  with  a 
nice  fever.  Myself  a-birding  with  my  staff  of  blacks. 
Collectively,  we  brought  in  3 more  rails  and  numerous  king- 
fishers. I sleep  aboard  the  ship  to-night  to  make  sure 
we  will  get  away  first  thing  in  the  morning. 

May  15  (Tuesday).  Maron.  We  get  away  a little 
before  daylight.  Have  a pleasant  day  and  sight  land  about 

About  5:30  we  suddenly  realize  that  we  are  ap- 
proaching Kommerson  Island  some  18  miles  to  the  westward 
°f  our  destination.  A strong  tide  is  setting  against  us. 

* had  hoped  to  get  ashore  at  Kommerson  but  under  the  con- 
ditions am  unable  to  do  so.  We  have  naught  to  do  but 
Urn  eagtward  and  hope  that  we  can  find  the  4 Anchorite 
l8lands  in  the  dark. 

Around  lo  P.M.  we  pick  up  the  Anchorites  and  rim 
as  close  as  we  can  safely.  How  I wish  for  a moon. 
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Nevertheless,  we  get  a boat  over  and  I get  ashore 
with  Siap  and  Dito.  Through  the  surf  and  reef  too,  which 
is  no  mean  feat.  Once  ashore  I'm  quite  proud  of  myself. 

The  'Pato',  as  soon  as  the  long  boat  returned, 
headed  back  for  the  Hermit  Group  to  return  for  me  in  a 
week's  time. 

Ashore,  myself  and  two  boys  walked  through  the 
plantation  trying  to  locate  the  houses  of  the  residents. 

We  had  a lantern  and  a flashlight  but  were  unable  to 
locate  the  buildings.  After  two  hours  of  searching  we 
gave  it  up  and  returned  to  the  beach,  built  a fire,  and 
awaited  the  dawn.  Right  then  I would  have  given  my 
right  hand  for  some  fresh  water  with  which  to  make  coffee. 
Failing  that,  there  was  naught  for  me  to  do  but  abuse  my 
tin  of  tobacco.  The  sand  flies,  by  the  way,  nearly  ate 
us  up.  Toward  morning  it  began  to  rain,  a soft  gentle 
downpour,  and  us  without  shelter.  It  is  during  such 
moments  that  one  loses  interest  in  exploration  and  its 
virtues . 

May  16  (Wednesday).  Anchorites.  At  daylight  we 
cross  the  island  and  find  the  Philippino,  Ferdinandez, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  plantation  here.  He  tells  me  that 
some  of  his  boys  saw  our  light  during  the  night  and  con- 
cluded that  there  were  devils  running  around  the  island. 

Breakfast  over,  the  plantation  line  moves  our 
effects  across  the  island  to  a shed  where  we  put  our 
sets  in  order  and  go  to  work. 

There  are  few  birds  here  but  myriads  of  sandflies 
411(1  mosquitoes . We  shall  most  certainly  be  sick  after 
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our  sojourn  at  this  place. 

The  Anchorites  are  the  jumping  off  point  of  the 
Archipelago.  Every  white  man  who  has  been  stationed  here 
has  gone  crazy  sooner  or  later.  Natives  are  hired  for 
3 years  and  the  overseer  for  two.  They  see  a ship  once 
about  every  5 months.  Once  a boy  or  a manager  finish 
their  time  they  never  return  for  a second  dose.  Usually 
it  is  very  difficult  to  get  enough  boys  to  run  the  planta- 
tion satisfactorily. 

May  17  (Thursday).  Anchorites.  To  the  Native 
Island  to  see  the  old  chief  and  his  two  wives.  The 
three  of  them  are  very  ancient  and  can  only  last  a few 
years  longer.  The  last  remnant  of  a race  of  people.  It 
is  most  pathetic  to  watch  them  - doomed  to  extinction.  I 
sit  and  talk  to  the  old  man  while  the  two  old  ladies  paw 
over  me,  feel  my  hair,  my  clothes,  and  jabber  to  themselves. 

Years  ago  these  people  were  in  the  habit  of 
making  fishing  trips  to  Kommerson  Islands  where  they  would 
remain  for  several  months  at  a time.  Around  1910,  while 
returning  in  their  canoes  from  such  a trip  they  were 
overtaken  by  a storm  and  lostjabout  a dozen  of  the  older 
people  remained  after  this  misfortune.  To-day  there 
but  three  left,  with  no  hope  of  any  offspring. 

I am  surprised  to  find  that  these  people  are 
Asiatics  and  unlike  any  I have  ever  seen  before.  What  a 
an  anthropologist  couldn't  have  found  ways  or  means 
to  study  them  before  they  were  all  gone.  Probably,  in 
y9ars  to  come,  some  one  will  scurry  around,  dip  up  bones, 

write 


a paper  about  it 
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I return  to  the  plantation  and  find  that  Siap  has 
returned  with  rails  and  kingfishers,  so  go  to  work.  There 
are  no  pigeons  (Ducula)  nor  Megapodes  here.  They  have 
been  exterminated  in  the  last  10  years. 

May  18  (Friday).  Anchorites.  I am  up  early  and 
at  work  on  birds,  which  I continue  throughout  the  day. 

Here  we  are  practically  on  the  equator  and  at  sea  level. 

The  heat  and  the  glare  of  the  sun  are  insufferable.  That, 
plus  the  insects,  would  drive  any  white  mein  crazy.  I 

find  that  I am  already  talking  to  myself  - not  a good  sign 
ty  any  means. 

The  Filipino's  wife  and  5 children  come  and  sit  on 
the  floor  and  talk  to  me.  They  are  lonely  souls  but  most 
well  behaved.  I have  a few  potatoes  with  me  and  give 
them  to  the  girl.  She  and  the  kids  sit  and  eat  them  raw 
just  like  one  would  eat  an  apple.  Vegetables  are  unknown 
here.  iim  told  that  even  the  lowly  pumpkin  will  not  grow 
in  these  sands. 

May  19  (Saturday).  Anchorites.  The  S/S  'Durinbach' 

UH  _ 

• “•  Carpenter's  boat, showed  up  at  daylight  to  load  copra. 
This  was  a surprise.  I was  not  greeted  too  warmly  by  the 
white  complement.  They  had  been  searching  for  the 
island  for  3 days  and  were  not  in  a very  good  humor.  Also, 
Suspect  that  they  anticipated  that  I would  like  to  buy 
00d  an(i  things  from  them.  Inasmuch  as  these  boats  feed 
V6ry  Poorly,  they  hate  like  everything  to  part  with  what 
kittle  they  have  at  any  price.  Since  we  were  getting 
^ere  with  our  social  obligations,  I left  the  whites 
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and  returned  to  my  work.  The  'Durinbah'  sailed  at  9 A.M. 
with  136  bags  of  copra,  while  the  island  and  its  people  sub- 
sided into  their  daily  routine  for  another  4 or  5 months. 
After  all,  2-1/2  hours  isn't  very  long  for  them  to  contact 
with  the  outside  world  at  one  time. 

The  old  chief  showed  up  and  gave  me  the  native  names 
of  his  birds. 

May  20  (Sunday).  Anchorites.  I am  full  of  fever. 
Take  a walk  around  the  islands  with  Ferdinandez  in  order 
to  get  up  a good  sweat.  Sleep  during  the  early  afternoon 
and  thence  to  work  on  birds.  We  have  a strong  easterly 
wind  all  day,  most  unusual. 

May  21  (Monday).  Anchorites.  Fever  all  day  - I 
didn't  accomplish  much.  Did  knock  the  boards  off  a 
couple  of  window  frames  to  let  a little  breeze  in.  The 
sand  flies  came  in  during  the  afternoon  and  nearly  drove 
me  crazy.  Took  a heavy  dose  of  quinine  and  went  to  bed. 

May  22  (Tuesday).  Anchorites.  Some  fever  this 
morning  but  continued  on  birds.  Siap  brings  in  a small 
bird  unknown  to  me,  a sort  of  an  Acrocephalus  which  turns 
°tt  later  to  be  a migrant.  I go  with  him  to  look  for 


more  individuals  of  the  same  species  but  find  none. 

The  'Pato'  shows  up  at  noon.  We  rush  everything 
across  the  island,  dump  it  on  board  the  ship,  and  get 
away  at  once.  The  engine  is  not  running  well  so  we 
res°rt  to  sail.  Spend  the  night  at  sea. 

May  23  (Wednesday).  Hermit  Islands.  We  run  into 

of  rain  during  the  night  and  morning.  The  roof 

cabin  leaks  and  we  are  flooded  out.  Everything 
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on  the  ship  is  wet  - and  we  are  most  miserable.  We  sight 
the  Hermit  group  at  11  aned  come  to  the  anchorage  at  2:30  P.M. 

I go  ashore  and  learn  that  Mrs.  Coultas  has  had 
some  success  during  my  absence.  She  has  completed  our 
series  of  birds  available  but  has  unearthed  no  new  material. 

May  24  (Thursday).  Mar  on.  To  the  ship  in  the 

morning  to  get  my  hunting  materials.  We  will  spend  a few 
days  here  before  going  on  to  the  Ninigo  islands.  I 
particularly  want  to  make  a good  survey  of  Luf  Island. 

About  4 P.M.  the  District  Officer,  Mr.  Oakley, 
with  Medical  Officer,  Thomas,  show  up  on  the  schooner, 

'Eros.*  They  are  here  on  a round  of  inspection.  All 
work  is  definitely  at  an  end  until  they  leave. 

May  25  (Friday).  Maron.  I manage  to  put  in  the 
day  hunting  on  the  plantations  and  islands  nearby.  Find 
nothing  that  is  new.  The  District  Officer,  Mr.  Oakley, 
is  on  Luf  so  I stay  away  from  there. 

In  the  evening  all  hands  assemble  at  Brewster's 
for  a big  party.  It  becomes  very  noisy  and  uninteresting. 

I'm  afraid  I'm  not  a party  man. 

May  26  (Saturday).  Maron.  The  magistrate  leaves 
for  the  Anchorite  Islands.  I send  a few  fish  spears  to 
the  old  chief  out  there. 

Esther  and  I take  a native  canoe  and  go  to  Luf 


Island.  we  run  into  bad  weather  and  require  2-1/2  hours 
for  the  trip  over.  It  isn't  pleasant  by  any  means. 
Anting  is  fair#  y awa  gets  a Gallicolumba  .iobiensis  and 
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a number  of  black  knobbed  pigeons.  Starlings, 
plentiful. 
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May  27  (Sunday).  Maron.  Oakley  returns  from  the 
Anchorites  at  11  P.M.  last  night  and  leaves  for  the  Ninigo 
Islands  this  morning  at  daylight.  I work  up  the  remaining 
birds  in  the  morning,  read  in  the  afternoon,  and  develop 
pictures  at  night. 

May  28  (Monday).  Maron.  To  Luf  island  again 
to-day.  The  weather  was  terrific,  one  of  the  hottest  days 
I have  ever  encountered.  During  the  afternoon  Mrs. 

Coultas  came  down  with  a bad  dose  of  gastric  malaria. 

May  29  (Tuesday).  Maron.  Skin  birds  in  the 
morning.  Mackenzie  at  work  on  his  eccentric.  I induce 
him  to  sail  over  to  Luf  island  with  the  '?ato*  and  finish 
his  work  there  while  I go  ashore  and  make  a proper  survey. 

Anchored  here  at  Losai  I put  up  a tent  on  the 
heach  where  I can  skin  specimens  and  go  to  work. 

May  30  (Wednesday).  Maron.  To  hunting  and  skinning 
specimens  all  day. 

May  31  (Thursday).  Maron.  We  have  a full  day 
end  put  a number  of  specimens  in  the  box.  Also,  for  a 
change , we  have  good  rich  pigeon  soup  for  supper,  some- 
thing we  never  get  on  the  'Pato.  ' Siap  has  misbehaved 
these  past  days  but  has  been  brought  around  to  my  way  of 
linking  at  last. 

The  Hermits  have  not  been  very  profitable  but  they 
have  added  to  the  knowledge  of  the  ornis  of  the  group. 

June  1 (Friday).  Maron  (Luf).  We  have  little 
no  success  with  birds.  They  apparently  do  not  exist 

here. 
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A good  southeast  wind  springs  up.  We  conclude 
to  load  all  of  our  camp  gear  on  board,  sail  back  to  Maron, 
get  Mrs.  Mackenzie  and  Mrs.  Brewster  on  board,  and  sail 
for  the  Ninigo  group,  a herculean  task  with  all  sorts  of 
running  around,  but  we  do  eventually  get  ready  to  sail  - 
water  on  board  and  everything. 

Its  all  a mess  and  I hate  it  but  I'm  going  to  hold 
Mackenzie  to  his  agreement  and  work  the  Ninigo  islands  if 
its  the  last  thing  I do  on  this  earth. 

June  2 (Saturday).  To  Ninigo  Group.  Under  way 
at  daylight  we  sail  all  day  and  put  up  at  the  List  Islands 
about  1 P.M.,  pass  abeam  of  them,  and  heave  to  for  the 
night,  it  being  impossible  to  pass  around  the  Ninigo 
chain  and  reach  the  passage  before  dark.  We  roll  con- 
siderably during  the  night. 

June  3 (Sunday).  Ninigo  Islands.  Started  the 
engine  at  daylight,  passed  through  the  Ahu  passage  and 
came  to  anchor  in  front  of  Mai  plantation  about  10  A.M. 

All  of  us  ashore  and  spent  the  day  with  Messrs. 

Lea  Lightbody  and  a crazy  individual  named  Johnson.  These 
two  are  managers  of  Burns  Philp  plantations  here.  We  are 
able  to  obtain  some  information  about  the  group  and  also 
permission  to  use  an  old  copra  shed  for  a house  and  camp 
°n  Ahu  island. 

June  4 (Monday).  Ahu  Island.  Sailed  over  to  Ahu 
Island,  took  all  of  our  duffle  ashore  to  a copra  shed, 
cleaned  that  up  and  made  it  into  a rather  presentable  camp. 
Rain  visited  us  in  the  afternoon  which  aided  us  in  filling 

Veny  available  tin  with  fresh  water.  There  is  nothing 
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but  brackish  water  on  the  island. 

Not  a very  pleasant  night.  The  place  abounds 
in  rats,  hundreds  of  them. 

June  5 (Tuesday).  Ahu  Island.  Good  hunting. 

There  is  a swamp  in  the  center  of  the  island.  There  we 
located  two  kinds  of  herons,  rails  and  one  Megapode.  These 
latter  are  the  birds  we  are  after. 

We  experienced  a strong  N/W  wind  all  day  with  some 
squalls.  Too  bad  we  are  not  headed  back  for  Maron  with 
such  a wind. 

*^une  6 (Wednesday).  Ahu  Island.  Out  water  hole  - 
filled  with  brackish  water  by  the  way  - contained  a dead 
rat  this  morning.  We  are  going  to  be  limited  in  our  sup- 
ply of  water,  and  the  ship  has  gone  back  to  the  anchorage 
In  front  of  the  station.  More  good  birds  to-day,  in- 
cluding  another  Megapode,  some  herons  and  small  birds. 

Myself  with  a nasty  low  fever  all  day.  I attribute 
it  to  sand  flies  which  nearly  ate  me  alive.  It  takes  15 
Srains  of  quinine  and  sleep  like  a child. 

June  7 (Thursday).  Ahu  Island.  A number  of 
rails,  herons,  and  one  Ardetta  sinensis  - this  latter  was 
indeed  a surprise  to  me.  I never  expected  to  find  this 

heron  on  a small  coral  atoll  out  in  the  middle  of  the 
0cean. 

Our  lack  of  water  is  becoming  a serious  problem.  I 
s*aP  in  a canoe  to  try  and  reach  the  ship  but  he  is 
au8ht  in  tide  rips  in  the  channei  between  this  island  and 

^e*t  and  is  nearly  carried  out  to  sea.  We  give  up 

tha  «ea. 
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June  8 (Friday).  Ahu.  More  large  birds  to-day  - 
we  put  ten  of  them  in  the  box.  There  are  though  no  more 

Megapodes  on  this  island. 

Mosquitoes  are  very  bad  at  night.  We  are  required 
to  go  to  bed  at  dusk.  There  is  also  a small  black  bug 
which,  when  it  bites  us,  raises  a blister  on  the  skin.  We 

look  like  the  wrath  of  God,  both  of  us. 

June  9 (Saturday).  Ahu.  Johnson,  the  mad  one, 
comes  in  a small  boat  to  visit  us.  He  stops  for  morning 
coffee.  Later  he  takes  his  rifle  and  proceeds  to  shoot 
the  several  native  dogs  that  are  roaming  on  the  island, 
claiming  that  the  dogs  are  interfering  with  the  pigs  here. 

We  have  another  profitable  day  with  birds. 

June  10  (Sunday).  Ahu.  Finished  up  the  birds 
in  the  morning.  Took  a long  walk  in  the  afternoon.  At 
dusk  I succeeded  in  obtaining  another  Dupetor,  a rare 
bird  on  these  small  islands.  We  are  entirely  out  of 
water  now  and  the  mad  Johnson  didn't  send  any  as  he  had 
promised  to  do,  nor  did  he  apparently  inform  Mackenzie. 

°ur  bodies  are  now  quite  sore  from  constant  washing  in 
salt  water. 

We  could  live  entirely  on  fresh  cocoanut  milk  but 
too  much  of  it  brings  on  diarrhea,  as  we  know. 

June  11  (Monday).  Taulil  Island.  The  'Pato 
sh°ws  up  around  ten.  We  get  our  effects  aboard  and  sail 
acr°ss  the  lagoon  to  Taulil  Island.  This  is  a tiny  little 
islet  covered  with  native  vegetation  and  harbors  the 
P°ssibiiny  of  Megapodes.  This  bird  I am  especially 
strous  of  obtaining  in  large  series. 
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June  12  (Tuesday).  Taulil  Island.  Spent  the 
whole  day  ashore  in  the  rain  and  obtained  two  Megapodes  for 
my  efforts.  I shall  have  to  look  farther  for  these.  Also 
heard  a fruit  dove  (>Ptil inopus)  but  could  not  obtain  the 
bird. 

June  13  (Wednesday).  Longan  Island  . We  sail 
for  Longan  Island;  the  only  place  in  the  group  where  we 
can  get  good  fresh  water.  I go  ashore  hunting  but  find 
neither  swamp  or  Megapodes.  I do  talk  to  the  natives 
and  am  told  to  go  to  Pihun  Island,  across  the  lagoon. 

June  14  (Thursday).  Pihun  Island.  We  sail  over 
to  Pihun  Island  early  in  the  morning  and  find  here  a 
native  island  planted  to  cocoanuts  but  with  some  under 
brush  as  well.  Ashore  we  find  a native  house  vacant 
and  obtain  permission  from  the  chief  to  move  in. 

Likewise  the  chief  tells  us  that  we  will  find 
Megapodes  on  this  island  if  we  hunt  for  them. 

Our  own  boys  show  up  with  pigeons,  rails,  and 
megapodes.  We  are  satisfied  to  remain  here  a few  days. 

June  15  (Friday).  Pi  hun  Island.  Completed  7 
Megapodes  to-day,  also  some  doves  and  pigeons.  We  kept 
at  ti  from  dawn  to  dark.  The  boat's  crew  of  the  ship 
tynamite  fiah  and  bring  us  a nice  mess  which  our  crew  pro- 
°'’ed  to  grill  over  a fire  for  us.  The  rest  they  smoke 
0r  their  own  use. 

The  natives  here  are  most  friendly  and  quiet.  The 

°hUdren  too  are  very  friendly,  quite  different  from  most 
we  hav. 

e encountered.  I suspect  that  these  people  have  a 
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good  bit  of  Malay  blood  in  their  veins. 

June  16  (Saturday).  Pi  hun.  Very  hard  rains  all 
day  which  eliminated  most  of  the  hunting.  The  natives 
showed  up  with  Pau  Pau  and  fresh  eggs  for  which  we  were 
most  thankful. 

June  17  (Sunday).  Pi  hun.  I spend  the  day  at 
work  on  birds.  Mrs.  Coultas  goes  in  a native  canoe  to 
the  island  of  Ami  where  she  discovers  native  vegetables 
and  returns  in  high  spirits  with  lemons,  pau  pau,  sweet 
potatoes,  yams,  kumu,  and  a chicken.  We  do  have  a feast. 
Esther  is  taken  with  the  native  canoes,  the  finest  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  These  are  beautifully  made  and 
equipped  with  finely  woven  grass  and  fiber  sails.  Strange 
as  it  may  seem,  these  natives  must  depend  entirely  upon 
drift  wood  for  their  canoes.  No  wonder  they  prize  them] 

June  18  (Monday).  Pi  hun.  The  whole  day  at 
birds.  Finished  what  I consider  a creditable  series  of 
the  ornis  of  the  island;  also  induced  the  old  chief  to 
8ive  me  the  native  names  of  the  birds.  He  is  most  ac- 
commodating old  scoundrel  but  not  above  telling  an  honest 
either. 

June  19  (Tuesday).  Pi  hun.  All  of  our  effects 

ship  in  boat  and  a canoe.  I had  a sudden  feeling 

atching  the  oarsmen  that  many  of  these  people  are  slaves 
* 

over  from  the  old  fighting  days. 

»ve  heave  the  anchor  at  11  A.M.  and  sail  to  the 
^ passage  across  the  lagoon.  There  we  anchor  for  the 

nigh*  . 

Lo  take  off  at  daylight  for  the  Hermit  Islands. 

June  20  (Wednesday).  To  Maron.  We  set  out  for 
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Maron  at  daylight  in  hopes  the  southeast  trade  winds  would 
not  freshen  against  us  and  the  engine  would  hold  together. 

The  wind  did  freshen  and  the  poor  old  engine  gave  out 
punching  into  a head  sea.  We  set  sails  and  moved  back- 
wards mostly. 

June  21  (Thursday).  Ahu  Passage.  Rolled  in  a 
heavy  swell  all  night  with  not  enough  wind  to  fill  the 
sails.  Drifted  with  the  current  and  put  up  at  Aivin 
Island  in  the  morning  well  to  the  southward  of  the  Ninigo 
islands.  Sailed  most  of  the  day.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon Mackenzie  got  the  engine  started  and  put  us  into  the 
Ahu  passage  of  the  Ninigos  where  we  anchored  for  the 
night . 

June  22  (Friday).  Ahu  Passage.  Mackenzie  to 
work  on  the  engine.  Ourselves  ashore  to  Tau  Island  near- 
by to  purchase  as  many  vegetables  as  possible  for  the  ship. 

I shot  a few  birds  to  fill  in  time. 

June  23  (Saturday).  Ahu  Passage.  Esther  and  I 
sshore  to  Tau  Island  where  we  worked  on  land  shells.  Mac 
finished  the  engine  during  the  night. 

June  24  (Sunday).  To  Hermit  Group.  Get  away  at 
flight  for  Maron.  God  is  good  to  us,  there  isn’t  a 
br*ath  of  air  and  the  sea  is  a flat  calm.  The  poor  misused 
Sine  labors  along  and  brings  us  to  Maron  at  4j30  P.M, 

Mrs.  Coultas  comes  down  with  Gastric  Malaria. 

June  25  (Monday).  To  Manus.  Mrs.  Coultas  very 

1Ck  With  gastric  malaria.  We  fill  the  ship  with  firewood 
and  water  a i 

and  leave  for  Manus  at  10  A.M. 
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Everything  goes  nicely  until  4 P.M.  when  the  water 


pump  to  engine  freezes  and  breaks.  That  means  a major  repair 
job.  We  set  sail  and  decide  to  go  back  to  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Hermit  islands  where  we  can  anchor  and  repair  the 
engine . 

June  26  (Tuesday).  Pemi  Island.  We  sail  all 
night  and  all  day.  Reach  Pemi  Island  at  dusk  and  anchor. 

Mrs.  Coultas  very  ill. 

June  27  to  July  13.  Pemi  Island.  This  was  a 
period  of  misfortune  for  all  of  us.  First  Mrs.  Coultas 
came  down  with  gastric  malaria  - then  myself  - later  Mac- 
kenzie - and  finally  Betty.  It  was  a terrible  time  with 
watching,  vomiting  and  delirious  spells.  Of  all  of  them 
mine  was  the  longest.  For  seven  days  I didn't  know  any- 
thing.  x came  out  of  it  with  the  loss  of  at  least  25 
pounds  and  so  wabbly  I couldn't  walk. 

Yawa,  the  least  likable  of  our  boys,  took  the  ship's 
boat  and  traveled  some  20  miles  to  the  Brewster's  to  obtain 
fresh  vegetables  for  all  of  us.  He  seemed  to  be  the  only 
ne  who  had  sense  enough  to  know  what  to  do.  The  Brewsters 

Be»  brought  fresh  meat,  and  some  vegetables,  made  broth 
for  all  -f 

01  us,  and  started  us  on  the  road  back. 

All  in  all  it  was  a rather  uncomfortable  experience. 


Mrs 


we 


coultas  recuperated  very  nicely  but  it  was  weeks  before 


were 


morni 

ready 


reaHy  normal  again. 

July  13  (Friday^.  Pemi  Island.  A very  pleasant 
®*  The  crew  bring  firewood  and  water  aboard,  getting 
8ail*  Mac  has  finished  his  engine,  a most  difficult 
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task  when  one  considers  his  physical  condition. 

We  sail  for  Manus  at  1:30  P.M.  with  the  engine 
working  rather  spasmodically. 

July  14th  (Saturday).  Nares  Hafen.  We  have  a 
good  day’s  run  and  reach  Nares  Harbor  at  the  western  end  of 
Manus  at  5 P.M.  - all  of  us  dead  tired. 

Some  natives  come  out  in  canoes.  I urge  them  to 
hurry  ashore  and  obtain  fowl  for  us  which  they  do.  We 
have  broiled  chicken  for  dinner  with  plenty  of  rich  broth. 

It  is  indeed  good. 


July  15  (Sunday).  To  Andra*  We  get  away  from 
our  anchorage  at  9 A.M.  and  have  a pleasant  run  inside 
the  reef  until  3 P.M.  At  that  time  we  run  into  rain  squalls 
which  make  visibility  very  poor,  so  conclude  to  anchor  for 
ttie  night. 


Toward  dusk  the  sky  clears  and  Mrs.  Coultas  and  I 
6o  ashore  for  a short  walk  just  to  get  a little  exercise. 
By  c^ance»  we  run  into  a big  feast  that  is  taking  place, 
e °ne  has  killed  a big  12-foot  crocodile.  The  natives 
ave  skinned  and  cooked  the  meat  for  their  festival.  I 
y a piece  of  meat  and  conclude  that  I would  much  rather 


gnaw 


°n  a soft  pine  plank. 


damned 


Aboard  ship  Mackenzie  gets  stinking  drunk  just  for 


meanness,  just  because  the  rest  of  us  will  not  drink 
with  him 

Mac  finishes  his  supply  of  liquor  and  remains 

Aleman  until  stupor  overcomes  him.  The  Scotch  ap- 

Parentl 


y train  on  whiskey  from  the  cradle. 

Uly  To  Lorengau  and  Lombrum.  For  once  we  get  I 
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away  early.  There  is  a flat  calm  so  we  are  forced  to  go 
outside  the  reef.  A strong  southeast  swell  works  up 
about  9:30  and  we  roll  like  a lobster  pot.  We  reach 
Lorengau  at  noon. 

The  little  schooner  'Pak*  with  Tony  Edgell  and 
Norman  Whiteley  aboard  is  anchored  in  the  fairway.  We 
are  boarded  at  once  by  the  local  residents,  each  bringing 
some  kind  of  liquid  refreshments.  The  local  gossip  is 
brought  along,  each  and  every  one  burbling  over  with  it. 

Mrs.  Perichon  has  a daughter;  Mrs.  Munster  a new  son.  There 
have  been  a few  fights,  numerous  drunken  brawls,  etc.,  etc. 
There  is  no  news  of  the  outside  world  - that  isn't  interest- 
ing anyway. 

I go  to  the  hospital  - there  is  no  atebrin  in  the 
dispensary.  I am  advised  to  take  30  grains  of  quinine  a 
day  for  a while.  Native  Dito  accompanies  me.  He  is 
found  to  have  yaws}  will  be  retained  at  the  hospital  until 
further  notice. 

We  get  away  late  and  reach  Lombrum  at  dark.  The 
residents  have  heard  of  our  coming  and  are  prepared  for  us. 

^ should  much  prefer  to  go  to  bed  but  wouldn't  dare  do  it. 
There  is  little  mail.  Dr.  Mayr  is  in  the  hospital  with  a 
Serious  kidney  operation. 

Mr.  Bill  Russell  puts  in  his  appearance.  He  is  an 
Solomon  Island  acquaintance  of  mine. 

Mr . Edgell  brings  a roast  duck  to  the  ship}  Mac- 
ArtllUr  a case  of  beer.  I don't  need  to  digress  further  - 

w*s  horrid. 
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July  17.  Lombrum.  Both  Mrs.  Coultas  and  I feel 
rather  low  and  feverish.  Who  wouldn't.  Mr.  William 
Russell  arrives  aboard  at  5.30  A.M.  with  a quart  of  Queens- 
land Rum.  The  Mackenzies  and  Will  go  to  work  on  it.  Mac 
intimates  that  we  will  have  a good  long  rest  here  and  re- 
cuperate from  our  trip  to  the  western  Islands. 

I go  ashore,  get  hold  of  Perichon  and  ask  for  the 
use  of  the  guest  house.  Will  move  all  of  our  effects  ashore 
and  pack  them  and  take  the  mail  steamer  back  to  Rabaul 
August  4th. 

Go  over  all  of  my  accounts  and  conclude  that  we  had 
better  wind  up  the  charter  with  Mackenzie  now.  As  much  as 
I should  like  to  visit  Lou,  Pom  and  Baluan  islands  I feel  that 
it  would  be  best  to  get  back  to  Rabaul  and  start  work  on  the 
islands  east  of  New  Ireland,  i.e.,  Tanga,  Lihir  and  Tabar. 

Mackenzie  is  sick  of  the  whole  thing;  doesn't  have 
a reliable  engine,  would  rather  lie  in  harbor  and  visit 
friends;  hates  to  get  up  in  the  mornings* 

Mackenzie  is  in  no  condition  to  discuss  business 
during  the  afternoon  so  I conclude  to  wait  until  the 
morning. 

We  buy  a number  of  supplies  from  the  store,  send 
Siap  out  to  acquire  or  buy  fresh  vegetables  and  begin  work 
in  the  guest  house.  It  is  just  another  home  for  us  - 
nothing  more* 

July  18.  Lombrum.  Mackenzie  and  I come  to  a 
gentleman's  agreement.  Decide  to  end  our  relations  as  of 
date.  Fortunately  for  all  concerned.  We  will  take  the 
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mail  steamer,  Mackenzie  will  leave  port  when  he  is  ready 
(indefinitely)  . 

The  morning  is  spent  shoving  every  bit  of  cargo 
ashore.  Mac  will  clean  up  his  ship;  I will  box  up  all  of 
our  effects  and  send  them  by  freight  to  Rabaul. 

The  M/V  'Drina'  comes  into  port  enroute  to  Rabaul. 
This  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  send  mail,  advise  the  bank 
to  stop  payment  on  Mac's  monthly  draft,  etc. 

Both  Mrs.  Coultas  and  I follow  doctor's  orders 
and  take  30  grains  of  quinine  each.  It  is  too  much  for 
us;  never  again. 

The  house  ashore  is  a pleasure.  We  have  ample 
room  to  work  in  - something  we  never  had  on  the  ship,  'Pato.' 
Furthermore,  our  beds,  though  of  sail  canvas,  are  large 
and  wide.  That  assures  us  of  a good  night's  rest. 

July  19.  Lombrum.  Mackenzie  discovers  that  the 
hold  of  his  ship  is  flooded.  I'm  sorry  for  all  of  Mrs. 

Mackenzie' 8 good  clothes;  they  are  ruined.  She  is  so  dis- 

couraged she  refuses  to  unpack  the  cases  and  dry  them, 
go  to  work  on  our  cases  and  find  that  salt  water  has 
penetrated  some  of  the  trade  goods  only  - this  is  not 

serious.  The  birds  are  dry. 

We  spend  the  day  drying  out  calicos  - odds  and 

An  orgy  of  sorting  and  repacking. 

Perichon  has  fever  - Manus  is  a fever  country. 

one  is  ill  all  of  the  time. 

Mrs.  Coultas  has  purchased  a large  ham  and 
of  potatoes.  I practically  live  on  these  and  my  appetite 
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is  beyond  belief.  Even  while  eating  a meal  I am  dreaming 
of  the  good  food  I will  have  at  the  next  one.  I'm  still 
shaky  on  my  feet  but  nothing  like  I was  at  the  time  we  left 
the  Hermit  Group. 

July  20  (Friday).  Lombrum.  I make  a formal  ap- 
plication to  the  District  officer  Oakely  to  extend  my  col- 
lecting permit  here  on  Manus.  We  won't  have  much  time  to 
skin  birds  but  I do  want  the  pigeons  for  the  good  soup  they 
make.  Betty  Mackenzie  goes  to  Lorengau. 

The  whole  day  is  spent  in  packing  and  sorting  trade 
goods  and  effects.  It  is  surprising  the  amount  of 
materials  used  on  an  expedition  of  this  kind.  We  will  have 
over  4 tons  of  stuff  before  we  are  through. 

July  21  (Saturday).  Lombrum.  Continue  packing.  X 
go  through  all  of  the  birds  again  and  find  them  in  excellent 
condition.  Send  two  natives  hunting  for  Gallicolumba 
bee  car  i i - the  only  bird  on  Manus  that  I have  missed.  They 
return  with  pigeons  which  we  eat  and  a few  other  specimens 
which  we  make  into  skins. 

At  noon  everyone  on  the  station  leaves  for  Lorengau, 
leaving  us  all  to  ourselves.  This  is  the  first  time  Mrs. 
Coultas  and  I have  been  strictly  alone  for  well  over  a month. 

July  22  (Sunday).  Lombrum.  Esther  packing  a case 
of  small  trade  materials  while  I work  at  bird  notes. 

Weather  is  very  blustery  from  the  S/E;  rains  all  of  the 
afternoon. 

I buy  sak-sak  for  my  crew.  In  the  evening  the 
white  inhabitants  return  and  bring  Mrs.  Perichon  with  them. 
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The  latter  has  had  a hard  time  of  it  in  the  hospital* 


My  crew  also  return  from  their  day  of  loafing  among 
their  kind. 

July  23  (Monday).  Lombrum.  I have  been  in  this 
territory  over  2—1/2  years,  yet  suddenly  the  government  has 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  I have  a number  of  guns  and  much 
ammunition.  I have  been  sent  a number  of  forms,  am  re- 
quired to  fill  out  all  of  these  (a  long  methodical  task), 
and  register  every  gun  and  all  of  the  ammunition.  This 
should  have  been  done  long  ago. 

This  chore  plus  new  indenture  contracts  for  natives 
takes  most  of  the  day,  though  I do  begin  labeling  birds 
toward  evening. 

July  24  (Tuesday).  Lombrum.  Mackenzie  is  back 
from  Lorengau,  having  had  two  abscessed  teeth  removed. 

Rain  stays  with  us  all  night  and  all  day.  It  is  not 
pleasant  and  does  interfere  with  the  work  we  have  at  hand. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  work  with  dried  bird  skins  when 
a damp  mist  is  blowing  over  everything. 

MacArthur  from  the  island  of  Makerang,  nearby, 
visits  us  and  looks  at  the  birds.  He  assures  us  that 
Halcyon  admiralitatis  and  Myzomela  nigrlta  will  both  be 
found  at  his  place  - but  not  on  the  mainland. 

July  25  (Wednesday).  Lombrum.  Mrs.  Coultas  and 
I visited  Lorengau  in  the  station  pinnace.  Very  kind  of 
Perichon  to  permit  us  to  use  it. 

Before  the  district  officer  Oakley  we  resigned 
the  three  boys:  Siap,  Yawa,  and  Aunali;  also  registered  all 
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of  the  guns  and  ammunition,  etc.,  etc.  An  unduly  generous 
amount  of  red  tape  over  a very  small  matter. 

Returned  to  Lombrum  in  the  afternoon  and  packed 
ammunition  for  the  trip  to  Rabaul.  That  will  be  a dickens 
of  a task  before  I am  through  with  it. 

Rained  all  day.  Thank  God  I am  not  in  the  bush 
now  during  this  rainy  season  or  I would  be  thoroughly  sick. 
Mrs.  Coultas,  by  the  way,  is  feeling  better  than  she  has 
for  months . 

July  26  (Thursday).  Lombrum.  Worked  at  ammunition 

cases  all  day  - off  and  on.  Finished  a big  case  and  a 

small  one.  Mrs.  Coultas  worked  at  typing  notes  and  also 
rewrapping  some  70  birds  whose  cotton  wrappings  have  become 
badly  smoke-stained  in  the  wrack  above  the  engine  room  on 
the  'Pato.1 


Numerous  visitors  called  - they  seem  to  appear  from 
nowhere  in  groups  without  prearrangement  and  without  warning. 

Tony  Edgell  wanted  to  see  a Megapode . He  had 
heard  of  them  but  has  never  seen  them  before. 

Tokyos,  the  Japanese  from  Rambutyo,  made  the  trip 
over  in  a small  boat  for  supplies.  He  reports  that  our 
cat  is  doing  well  on  the  San  Miguel  Islands. 

Sailor  Hertrick  and  his  dusky  wife  called  to  pass 
the  time  of  day.  Isabel  wanted  advice  on  a new  dress  she 
is  making.  Mrs.  Coultas  helped  her. 


Jack  Kramer  wanted  a cup  of  good  coffee. 


I think 


he  drank  12  or  14  before  I satisfied  his  inner  man 
all  day. 


Rained 
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July  27  (Friday).  Lorabrura.  Our  Aunali,  the  cook, 
had  breakfast  ready  for  me  before  daylight.  With  such  a 
start  I was  able  to  put  through  a tremendous  amount  of 
packing  before.  Dr.  Cooper  and  others  arrived  from  Loren- 
gau. 

The  party  wanted  to  see  the  birds.  All  this  con- 
sumed a tremendous  amount  of  time  but  may  be  classed  as 
one  of  those  'must'  duties. 

The  boys'  contracts  and  gun  permits,  all  duly 
signed  and  stamped,  were  brought  over  to-day.  (Cost  - some 
$35.00). 

July  28  (Saturday).  Lombrum.  Finished  up  all 
of  the  ammunition  cases  by  noon.  Then  to  work  on  birds 
of  the  Hermit  Group  and  nearly  finished  them. 

MacArthur  of  Makerang  called  and  brought  me  a 
kingfisher.  I was  pleased  to  get  it  too. 

The  natives  of  the  countryside  spent  the  day  in  a 

f 

huge  sing-sing.  Mackenzie  spent  over  40  Pounds  Sterling 
($200)  buying  pigs  for  his  crew.  I don't  approve  of  such 
actions  and  neither  does  anyone  else  - except  at  Christ- 
mas time. 

July  29  (Sunday).  Lombrum.  Finished  packing  3 
parcel  post  cases  of  small  birds.  Esther  working  on 

alcohol  specimens  in  the  morning.  Siap  shows  up  with  an 

°wl  Apparently  he  needs  a smoke  badly  of  he  wouldn't  do 
a thing  like  that.  One  owl  means  one  stick  of  tobacco. 

Siap  is  not  stupid. 

We  have  discontinued  social  life  here  on  the 
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station  and  are  soundly  disliked  for  it  too, 

July  30  (Monday).  Lombrum.  Label  large  birds; 
pack  them  in  the  large  case  and  band  the  same.  They  are 
now  ready  for  Rabaul. 

Develop  pictures  in  the  evening.  Some  of  them 
turn  out  fairly  well;  others  not  so  good. 

July  31  (Tuesday).  Lombrum.  Worked  hard  all  day 
at  odds  and  ends.  Finished  two  cases  and  banded  them. 

The  banding  with  iron  straps  is  a precaution  against 
the  delicate  handling  they  will  receive  on  the  steamer. 

I acquire  a howling  toothache  in  the  evening. 

No  dentist  handy  so  I resort  to  an  old  tried  custom. 

Drink  two  tumblers  of  whiskey  and  stupify  the  pain  (as  well 
as  myself).  To  bed  and  finish  the  toothache. 

August  1 (Wednesday)  . Lombrum.  All  day  at 
small  birds,  labeling  them.  The  hunters  returned  with  a 
— aza  and  a Macropigia  - both  desirable  specimens. 

Sailor  Hertrich  called  and  told  us  tales  of  New 
Ireland.  We  are  not  planning  on  going  there.  Rained 
hard  all  day  — heavy  squalls  from  the  S/E.  We  couldn't 
Possibly  get  to  Rabaul  in  this  weather  if  we  tried  to  - 
not  in  the  'Pato.' 

August  2 (Thursday)  • Lombrum.  Finished  wrapping 
Cases  of  small  birds  - 5 in  all.  Packed  all  trunks  for 
freight  and  carried  them  to  the  warehouse.  Cleaned  up 
^ affects  except  those  which  will  go  into  our  cabin  on 
the  st>eamer.  We  are  ready  to  leave  with  everything  in 

S°od  order. 


Hard  rains  and  squalls  all  day.  Mrs.  Coultas 
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has  the  ladies  of  the  station  to  morning  tea.  That  re- 
stored her  social  position  somewhat. 

August  3 (Friday).  Lombrum.  The  'Montoro' 
didn't  arrive  as  scheduled.  We  have  the  day  on  our  hands 
to  write  more  letters  and  adjust  accounts. 

Perichons  very  kindly  asked  us  to  dinner  in  the 
evening.  We  are  ready  to  leave  the  Admiralty  group  with- 
out a whimper  of  regret. 
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August  4 (Saturday).  lombrum,  S.S.  Montoro: 

The  s/s  Montoro  is  sighted  at  daylight  which  sets  the 
whole  station  agog.  As  with  all  outstations  as  this  one, 
the  arrival  of  a mail  steamer,  after  the  usual  6 weeks' 
absence,  is  an  event.  The  copra  sheds  are  thrown  onen 
and  natives  arranged  so  that  copra  can  be  transported  to 
the  ship  and  freight,  freezer  cargo,  mail  etc.  can  be  re- 
turned with  the  same  boats.  In  this  manner,  the  line  of 
natives  carries  coora  to  the  end  of  the  wharf  and  picks 
up  steamer  cargo  for  the  return  journey. 

The  steamer  people  are  always  behind  schedule 
and  consequently  in  a hurry.  The  outstation  residents,  on 
the  other  hand,  do  everything  in  their  power  to  delay  the 
steamer  as  long  as  possible.  Everyone  must  get  aboard, 
have  numerous  drinks  and  at  least  one  meal.  Confusion 
reigns  supreme  with  no  one  accepting  responsibility  for 
anything.  And  the  way  cargo  is  handled  is  enough  to  make 
any  respectable  stevedore  weep  with  shame. 

The  drinking  and  visiting  by  all  assembled  must 
not  be  overlooked.  Every  white  from  within  two  or  more 
days'  journey  makes  his  or  her  apnearance  on  steamer  day. 

Ye  were  fortunate  in  getting  all  of  our  effects 
aboard  by  3 P.M.  and  brought  to  a conclusion  the  Admiralty 
campaign.  In  most  respects  this  was  successful  in  every 
way.  Though,  quite  naturally,  I should  have  gone  about  it 
quite  differently  if  I had  had  the  survey  to  do  over  again 
'.Ye  well  knew  before  we  started  that  differences  of  opinion 
would  arise  between  Mackenzies  and  ourselves.  Yet  we  must 
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in  the  end,  be  grateful  to  them  forgetting  us  where  we 
wanted  to  go  throughout  the  islands.  The  Mackenzies  will 
remain  here  in  the  Admiralty  group  for  some  time  before 
proceeding  baok  to  Rabaul. 

The  vessel  sailed  from  Lombrum  Manus  at  5 P.M. 
for  the  port  of  Boram  on  the  coast  of  New  Guinea. 

Ife  have  a very  nice  cabin,  even  though  below 
deoks  and  without  an  outside  port  of  any  sort.  Still  when 
rain  begins  falling  we  have  very  little  ventilation.  Thus 
our  *irst  night  aboard  became  unpleasant  without  proper 
fresh  air. 

August  5 (Sunday).  To  Boram.  Rain  oontinued 
throughout  the  morning.  About  9 A.M.  we  sighted  the 
Sohauten  Islands  lying  some  30  miles  off  the  mainland,  and 
passed  through  those  to  anchor  at  Boram  about  3 in  the 
afternoon.  This  little  port  has  recently  sprung  into 
prominence  since  gold  has  been  discovered  about  3 days’ 
journey  into  the  interior  from  here. 

Quantities  of  supplies  were  unloaded  for  the 
mining  industry  and  copra  taken  aboard.  Myself  ashore  for 
an  hour  but  discovered  scarcely  no  bird  life  near  the 
beach.  The  Montoro  lay  at  anchor  most  of  the  night. 

August  6 (Monday).  Sepic  River  to  Madang.  ffe  | 
reached  the  Sepic  River  at  daylight  and  proceeded  inside 
its  mouth  about  5 miles  to  load  some  400  natives  who  are 
to  work  in  the  gold  fields  above  Salamua.  This  is  my  first 
new  of  this  famous  river  and  I must  say  I was  very  disap- 
pointed in  the  sight  of  it.  The  whole  thing  is  not  much 
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bigger  than  any  moderate  mid-western  stream.  From  all  re- 
ports I had  expeoted  to  find  a body  of  water  about  the 
aize  of  the  Yangtze  in  China  or  the  Mississippi. 

Here  lay  a stream  not  a mile  wide,  with  low  flat 
country  on  all  sides  and  about  a 4-knot  current  running 
in  the  main  channel. 

Once  the  boys  were  loaded  aboard  we  contined  on 
down  the  coast  of  New  Guinea  in  the  direction  of  Madang. 
The  active  volcano  of  Man  am  was  passed  about  noon.  This 
one,  in  the  form  of  a cone,  rises  straight  out  of  the  sea 
to  an  elevation  of  over  5000  feet.  The  lower  half  of  its 
slore3  are  covered  with  a good  vegetation  while  the  upper 
portion  consists  of  nothing  but  lava  and  volcanic  ashes. 

Turing  the  afternoon  I had  the  misfortune  to  come 
down  with  a rather  severe  dose  of  gastric  malaria. 

August  7 (Tuesday).  Madang.  The  vessel  reached 
Madang  during  the  night  and  remained  until  9:30  A.M.  We 
^ere  permitted  a short  time  ashore  during  the  morning  and 
enjoyed  walking  along  the  sandy  paths  of  the  little  town. 
Madang  is  laid  out  around  a tiny  harbor  that  is  indented 
a more  or  less  straight  coast  line  and  is  the  only  true 
3afe  harbor  on  this  coast. 

It  was  here  at  this  place  that  a famous  )octor  of 
Medicine  once  stepped  out  on  the  veranda  of  the  leading 
h°tel  at  7 m the  morning  after  a heavy  night  of  cele- 
brating  his  tour  of  duty  and  announced,  "My  what  a beauti- 

ful  m°onlight  night." 

We  ran  into  a heavy  storm  of  wind  and  rain  after 
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leaving  Madang  which  continued  with  us  all  day  and  night. 

August  8 (Wednesday ) • Point  Fortification.  We 
were  awakened  at  2 A.M.  by  a violent  jarring  of  the  ship, 
following  which  both  of  us  jumped  into  bathrobes  and  rushed 
on  deck.  There  we  found  that  the  ship  had  run  into  land 
and  had  grounded.  We  went  below  again  at  once,  hunted  up 
my  money  and  valuables  and  returned  to  the  deck.  Mrs. 

Coultas  followed  with  a flashlight  and  a small  handy  basket 
of  medicines . 

On  deck  we  spent  a most  miserable  night  with  a 
gale  of  wind, driving  rain  and  sprajr  all  over  the  ship.  The 
vessel  labored  badly  in  the  swell  and  bumped  considerably 
on  the  ground  underneath.  The  master  of  the  vessel  and  his 
crew  performed  a remarkable  piece  of  seamanship  in  se- 
curing the  bow  of  the  'Montoro'  to  some  large  trees  ashore 

5 

and  running  out  kedge  anchors  to  which  were  affixed  stern 
lines.  These  kept  the  after  part  of  the  ah  ip  from 
swinging  ashore  by  force  of  the  huge  combers  and  waves 
which  were  driving  in  upon  the  beach.  Though  life  boats 
were  swung  out,  I am  sure  few  of  them  could  have  been 
launohed!  in  the  surf. 

Later,  all  of  the  natives,  some  600  in  number, 
were  got  ashore  in  a large  cargo  boat  just  at  daylight 

after  they  had  threatened  repeatedly  to  run  riot  on  the 
ship. 

7i  th  daylight  we  learned  that  we  were  ashore 
near  Point  Fortifioation  at  a place  called  Bleeker  Hook, 
position  did  not  appear  as  precarious  as  we  antici- 
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patled  during  the  night,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
vessel  can  be  saved. 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  haul  the  ship  off  the 
land  during  the  day,  but  those  were  not  successful.  Myself 
down  with  a recurrence  of  gas  trio  malaria  during  the  after- 
noon and  evening,  which  kept  me  confined  to  my  bunk. 

Everyone  experienced  a most  restless  wakeful  night 
with  the  ship  pounding  on  the  stones. 

August  9 (Thursday).  To  Finschhaven.  Captain 
Williams,  by  the  judicious  use  of  kedge  anchors  maneuvred 
his  vessel  and  under  her  own  power  succeeded  in  getting  the 
'Montoro'  off  the  rocks  and  into  deep  water  again  at  day- 
light. We  thence  proceeded  down  the  coast  leaving  all  of 
the  natives  to  follow  overland  on  foot. 

Ours  was  not  a very  pleasant  trip  the  30  miles 
along  the  coast  with  the  bow  of  the  vessel  stove  in  and  16 
feet  of  water  in  the  forward  hold.  ’.7e  put  into  the  little 
harbor  of  Finsohhafen  at  noon  to  attempt  to  complete  repairs 
before  proceeding  on  to  Salamua  and  thence  Rabaul. 

Once  anchored  all  of  us  were  forced  to  remain  on 
board  as  chicken  pox  has  broken  out  among  the  white  children. 

s 

August  10  (Friday).  Finschhafen.  Everyone  on  board 
ald  day,  but  impossible  to  accomplish  anything  with  the 
^inches  going  day  ana  night  jettisoning  cargo  from  the  num- 
ber  one  hold.  On  top  of  this  the  forward  freezer  pump 
broke  down  which  necessitated  the  disposal  of  tons  of  meat 

perishables. 
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The  natives  of  the  conmunity  had  the  feast  of 
their  lives  with  all  of  this  food  thrown  away. 

The  natives  who  have  been  hiking  overland  have 
reached  here  and  are  camped  in  a coconut  plantation.  As 
far  as  I oan  learn,  none  of  my  cargo  or  bird  skins  have 
been  damaged  to  any  extent. 

August  11  (Saturday).  Finsohhafen.  This  little 
port  is  the  seat  of  the  lerman  Lutheran  Mission  of  New 
Guinea.  Both  Hollo  Beok  and  Ernst  Mayr  used  this  mission 
station  as  headquarters  when  they  were  collecting  in  this 
part  of  New  Guinea. 

We  learned  to-day  that  the  wife  of  the  superin- 
tendent, a Mrs . St.  Lehner,  is  a native  of  Spencer,  Iowa. 
We  hope  soon  to  get  ashore  and  learn  something  of  the 
gossip  of  our  home  state. 

August  12  (Sunday).  Finschhafen.  A diver  with 
his  suit  and  helmet  arrived  in  a small  boat  early  this 
morning  from  Salamua  and  proceeded  to  give  the  bottom  of 
the  'Montoro'  a survey.  His  task  will  be  to  plug  up  all 
of  the  holes  he  can  find,  thus  permitting  the  vessel  to 
be  pumped  dry.  Once,  in  such  a condition,  cement  can  be 
poured  into  the  hold. around  the  fractured  places  and  the 
vessel  made  seaworthy  enough  to  oontinue  on  to  a dry  dock 
in  Australia. 

Ourselves  ashore  in  the  afternoon  to  Mrs.  St. 
Lehner's  where  we  were  treated  to  some  good  American  lemon 

pie . 
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August  13  (Monday).  Finschhafen.  Mr.  S.  A. 
Stanley,  the  Australian  geologist,  who,  with  Ian  Hogbin, 
visited  Rennell  Island  in  the  Solomon  Islands  prior  to 
our  visit  and  who  is  now  searching  for  oil  in  the  interior 
of  the  Aitape  country  is  on  board  and  visited  with  us  the 
whole  day.  He  is  being  recalled  to  Sydney  for  a con- 
ference but  expects  to  return  to  New  Guinea  shortly  and 
continue  his  survey  toward  the  Sepic  River.  Mr.  Stanley 
reports  oil  in  the  hinterland  of  Aitape. 

August  14  (Tuesday).  Finschhafen.  Rain  con- 
tinues all  day.  We  are  informed  that  the  s/s  »Friderun* 
of  Norddeutscherlloyd  Company  will  arrive  to-morrow  and 
accommodate  all  passengers  as  far  as  Rabaul.  I attempted 
to  remove  some  of  myccargo  from  the  hold  but  the  ship(s 
officers  would  not  permit  such  an  act  as  all  cargo,  under 
British  marine  law,  must  be  held  aboard  a ship  after  an 
accident  until  a "general  average"  has  been  struck. 

The  diver,  who  has  been  examining  the  hull  of 
the  ’Montoro*  has  discovered  over  eighty  rivets  sheered 
off  hy  the  grounding.  He  is  encountering  some  difficulty 
patching  up  leaks  and  damaged  spots. 

August  15  (Wednesday).  Aboard  s/s  *Friderun» . 

German  mail  and  cargo  steamer  s/s  'Friderun*  arrived 
at  9 a.m.  and  took  some  forty  whites  and  two  hundred 
dative  passengers  aboard.  We  were  among  those  accommodated 
and  were  fortunate  enough  to  receive  a very  nice  cabin 

^id  ships. 
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The  ’Friderun*  sailed  from  Finschhafen  at 
noon  and  anchored  at  Salamua  at  dark  after  a very 
pleasant  afternoon’s  run.  Though  very  crowded  and  un- 
comfortable, everyone  has  remained  in  the  best  of 
spirits  throughout  the  whole  ordeal. 

August  16  (Thursday).  Salamua.  Rain  con- 
tinued all  day,  which  interfered  with  the  unloading  of 
cargo.  None  of  us  went  ashore. 

Salamua  is  the  port  of  entry  to  the  large  New 
Guinea  gold  fields.  We  observed  a number  of  the 
mammoth  transport  planes  which  fly  all  passengers  and 
cargo  back  into  the  mountains  to  an  elevation  of  some 
7000  feet.  These  facilities  enable  one  to  cover  a dis- 
tance in  thirty  minutes  that  the  early  prospectors  spent 
eight  days  in  covering  on  foot.  The  terrain  is  such 
that  roads  are  impracticable. 

The  * Friderun’  sailed  for  Rabaul  at  4 p.m. 

The  weather  cleared  sufficiently  for  us  to  have  a good 
view  of  the  Larkham  River  valley  and  the  high  Finistier 
Ranges. 

August  17  (Friday).  To  Rabaul.  We  spent  the 
wbole  day  at  sea  following  along  the  south  coast  of  New 
Britain  enroute  to  Rabaul.  Considerable  rain  with 
strong  squalls  of  wind  made  the  sea  rough  and  the  voyage 
110116  too  comfortable  with  so  many  passengers  aboard  such 
a smali  boat. 

August  18  (Saturday).  Rabaul. 


The  weather 
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cleared  sufficiently  this  morning  to  give  us  a splendid 
view  of  the  mountains  of  New  Ireland  and  also  those  in 
the  Gazelle  Peninsula  of  New  Britain. 

The  vessel  reached  Rabaul  early  In  the  after- 
noon and  docked  at  the  Government  wharf  where  Nr.  Gas- 
coigne met  us  and  transported  our  personal  effects  to  our 
quarters  in  one  of  his  buildings.  As  all  of  our  carga 
and  bird  skins  are  aboard  the  ,Montorot  we  have  naught 
to  do  but  clean  up  our  quarters  and  wait  the  arrival 
of  the  'Montoro*. 

August  19  (Sunday).  Rabaul.  Ourselves  with 
our  three  assistants  at  work  all  day  scrubbing  and  clean- 
ing up  the  house.  After  ten  months*  absence  that 
habitat  had  accumulated  a tremendous  amount  of  dirt  and 
dust.  Rabaul  is  the  same  as  ever;  hot,  dusty,  and  dry 
at  this  time  of  year. 

August  20  (Monday)  1 Rabaul.  Ourselves  at 
work  all  day  making  preparations  for  the  Lihir  campaign. 
r.?e  will  obtain  our  supplies  and  have  them  ready  against 
the  time  when  we  can  get  a boat  out  of  Rabaul.  The 
boys  continued  with  their  cleaning  around  the  place. 

August  21  (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  The  'Montoro* 
arrived  this  morning  but  all  day  was  spent  with  a court 
of  inquiry,  hence  no  cargo  was  discharged. 

Ourselves  busy  with  supplies  and  letters. 

Gap  tain  Williams  of  the  ’Montoro*  was  exonerated 
of  all  blame  for  the  accident  because  of  the  gale  blowing 
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at  the  time  plus  the  fact  that  there  are  no  lighthouses 
or  beacons  on  that  coast# 

August  22  (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  I ran  into 
a piece  of  luck  this  morning  when  I found  that  my  cargo 
had  been  dumped  on  Carpenter’s  wharf  at  Towboi,  at  the 
far  end  of  the  harbor.  Luckily  for  me  it  did  not  rain 
during  the  night.  Thus  I was  able  to  retrieve  my  ef- 
fects, get  them  transported  to  my  quarters,  and  go  to 
work  on  them. 

All  of  the  cargo  came  through  in  good  order 
except  Dr.  Chapin’s  bird  case  which  had  been  immersed 
in  salt  water.  The  bird  skins,  I am  pleased  to  say, 
kept  dry  all  of  the  time.  All  in  all,  I feel  that  we 
were  very  fortunate  as  I had  neglected  to  have  the 
cargo  insured  on  the  trip  down  from  Manus. 

August  23  (Thursday).  Rabaul.  Dispatched 
the  following  cable  to  Dr.  Murphy  at  the  Museum:  "Ad- 
miralty Exchequer  Islands  worked,  proceeding  Islands 
cast  of  Hew  Ireland.  Cash  In  hand  seven  hundred  Pounds* 
'^ill  remain  here  until  January  20th.  Shipment  includes 
5 packages  parcel  post  accounts  made  up  to  date,  records. 
Aouitas." 

It  was  necessary  for  me  to  pay  a general  average 
12  Pounds  Australian  on  my  cargo,  as  is  stipulated  by 
^ritisR  Marine  Law. 

Five  small  cases  of  bird  skins  were  dispatched 
UrinS  the  day.  As  I do  not  have  a large  case  of  bigger 
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birds,  filled,  these  will  have  to  remain  in  Rabaul  until 
we  return  from  our  survey  of  the  Lihir  Group. 

August  24  (Friday).  Rabaul.  The  fMontoror 
has  sailed  for  Sydney  with  a full  complement  of  passengers. 
Apparently  these  Islanders  feel  impervious  to  danger 
aboard  a vessel  in  a precarious  state  of  repair. 

Myself  to  the  city  and  inquired  about  a passage 
to  Lihir  Island  but  was  unable  to  find  anyone  going  that 
way  at  this  time.  Mr.  P.  L.  Kyllert,  who  owns  a 
plantation  on  Lihir,  is  in  town.  I hope  to  get  in 
touch  with  him.  The  two  of  us  should  be  able  to  charter 
a vessel  within  the  next  days. 

Ourselves  at  work  with  bird  notes,  supplies, 
and  odds  and  ends.  Our  cases  which  were  aboard  the 
rmontorof  have  been  badly  used  in  transit  and  must  be  re- 
paired and  painted  before  our  next  camp.  One  of  our  tin 
trunks  has  been  bent  double  and  the  contents  ruined  be- 
yond further  use. 

August  25  (Saturday).  Rabaul.  Myself  to  the 
Bankers  this  morning  and  straightened  my  accounts  with 
them.  Thence  to  Mr.  Skoki*s  residence  where  we  purchased 
a second  hand  sewing  machine  for  the  sum  of  5 Pounds 
Sterling.  With  this  machine  we  can  buy  mosquito  netting, 
make  a 16  foot  by  12  foot  mosquito  proof  room  ourselves, 
and  save  the  price  of  the  machine  as  against  the  amount 
we  would  pay  at  the  store  for  the  finished  article.  We 

will  have  the  machine  to  use  for  repairing  our  clothing 
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and,  in  the  end,  can  dispose  of  it  for  the  sum  of  its 
original  cost.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  didn’t  think  of 
this  piece  of  strategy  sooner. 

In  the  afternoon  I began  work  on  bird  notes  of 
the  Anchorite  and  Commerson  Islands.  Though  not  compre- 
hensive, they  are  interesting  because  of  the  isolation  of 
these  places. 

August  26  (Sunday).  Rabaul.  Myself  at  work 
all  day  on  the  accounts  of  the  expedition  for  the  past 
year.  These  have  accumulated  in  the  field  where  we 
did  not  have  the  facilities  nor  the  time  to  record  them. 
More  recently  I have  found  it  propitious  to  keep  a rough 
field  book  of  all  expenditures  and  work  them  up  later 
when  in  the  base  camp. 

Captain  Bertram  Hall,  an  old  Island  identity, 
paid  us  an  unexpected  call  and  spent  several  hours 
gossiping  about  the  Islands  and  the  people.  Like  most 
seafaring  people,  he  brought  his  liquid  refreshments  with 
him  and  behaved  himself  wonderfully  well  despite  his 
alcoholic  condition.  Captain  Hall,  in  his  earlier  years. 
Was  the  Master  of  some  very  fine  passenger  vessels  in  the 
London  to  India  service.  Lately,  the  demon  rum  has  taken 
down  a troublesome  path. 

August  27  (Monday).  Rabaul:  Continued  with 

a°oounts  all  day  and  put  them  in  order  by  evening.  Mrs. 
G°Ultas  to  the  city  and  finished  the  last  of  her  purchases 
f°P  the  forthcoming  trip.  The  crew  were  engaged  with 
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her  all  day.  putting  supplies  in  cases  and  locked  con- 
tainers. 

August  28  (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  All  hands  to 
work  on  the  new  mosquito-proof  room.  When  finished,  it 
made  a most  presentable  appearance  and  will  pay  for  itself 
many  times  over  in  the  comforts  we  will  derive  from  a 
large  inseot-free  sleeping  and  living  quarters. 

August  29  (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  Mr.  Kyllert 
of  Lihir  Island  returned  to  town  this  morning.  The  two 
of  us  visited  Chin  Eim  of  the  m/v  ’Kwong  Ghow’  and  ar- 
ranged passage  to  Lihir  Island  on  the  following  Monday. 

Ourselves  and  the  citizens  of  Rabaul  were 
treated  to  a rather  strenuous  earthquake  in  the  evening. 
Though  earth  tremors  are  quite  frequent  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  this  one  to-day  was  werious  enough  to  frighten 
all  of  us  out  of  our  houses. 

August  30  (Thursday).  Rabaul.  Forwarded  my 
accounts  to  the  Museum  with  a mail  boat  going  to  China 
and  the  Orient.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  work- 
st  odds  and  ends  that  amounted  to  very  little  but  re- 
quired attention.  The  Reverend  Thompson  and  the  Gas- 
c°ignes  called  for  tea  in  the  afternoon. 

August  31  (Friday) . Rabaul.  Myself  to  work 
aU  d^y  on  bird  notes  of  the  Admiralty  campaign.  Betty 
Gasc°igne  called  in  the  afternoon  to  help  with  the  typing. 

For  once  we  have  all  of  our  effects  in  good 
■rdei‘  and  ready  on  time  for  the  ship.  Thus  we  will 
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eliminate  the  customary  last  minute  rush  in  attempting 
to  get  our  gear  in  order. 

September  1 (Saturday).  Rabaul.  We  were  able 
to  finish  up  our  bird  notes  and  pack  photo  negatives 
during  the  day.  Both  of  these  items  were  prepared , 
wrapped,  and  forwarded  to  the  Museum. 

The  boys  finished  sewing  the  new  tent  fly  which 
we  will  cover  with  tar  and  oil  when  we  reach  our  next 
camp.  One  of  these  canvas  flys,  which  we  use  in  the  field 
to  cover  the  roof  of  our  house,  usually  must  be  renewed 
every  six  months. 

September  2 (Sunday).  Rabaul.  Not  much  ac  — 
complished  during  the  day.  A number  of  visitors  called 
and  helped  us  waste  time. 

September  3 (Monday).  To  Lihir  Island.  All 
of  our  effeots  aboard  the  ’Kwong  Chow*  by  8 a.m.,as 
agreed  upon  earlier, but  Mr.  Kyllert  held  us  back  with 
dozens  of  last  minute  purchases.  Under  way  at  9:30  a.m. 
we  had  a most  pleasant  day  at  sea.  The  vessel  stopped 
at  Kokopo  and  thence  progressed  across  St.  George  channel 
to  the  coast  of  New  Ireland.  Along  this  latter  coast, 

Kurias  and  Gil  Gil  plantations  were  visited. 

The  T Kwong  Chow*,  though  Chinese  built  and  sup- 
porting the  customary  high  stern  so  characteristic  of 
that  race  of  people’s  craf tmanship,  is  a remarkably 
steady  sea  boat.  For  a vessel  of  her  size  (around  40  tons) 
ahe  is  undoubtedly  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the  Pacific. 
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The  food  supply  aboard  was  one  of  the  marvels 
of  culinary  practices.  At  least  seventeen  courses  were 
served  each  meal.  Dishes  ranged  from  fish  to  fowl  to 
lily  bulbs.  We  found  everything  clean,  wholesome,  and 
edible,  which  speaks  very  well  for  any  small  ship  of  this 
size* 

oeptember  4 (Tuesday).  To  Lihir  Island.  After 
a very  pleasant;  night  we  called  at  Cape  Sena  on  the 
southeast  coast  of  New  Ireland,  dropped  a Philippine 
plantation  overseer,  and  continued  on  to  the  rlanga  Group 
of  Islands  where  we  unloaded  supplies  for  I«Ir.  K.  D.  Fooks, 
who  is  managing  a plantation  there. 

Ve  might  have  gone  ashore,  established  a camp, 
and  collected  in  this  group  at  this  time  but  I held  against 
it  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  transportation.  On 
Lihir  Island,  the  letters  proximity  to  the  Namatanai 
station  on  the  IJew  Ireland  coast  makes  contact  with  that 
stat  on  by  small  boat  an  easy  matter. 

An  advent  of  strong  southeast  weather  during 
ihe  afternoon  caused  the  Captain  of  the  vessel  to  heave 
UP  and  proceed  to  the  lea  of  Lif  Island  where  he  anchored 
for  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  and  night. 

September  5 (Wednesday),  To  Lihir  Island.  7e 
Proceeded  to  Boang  Island  this  morning  where  Chin  Him, 
t3le  GaPtain,  has  a plantation  of  young  cocoanut  trees. 

All  of  us  went  ashore  and  were  treated  to  a 

fine  dinner  at  the  Plantation  house. 
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of  Boang  shows  every  indication  of  being  profitable  for 
bird  collecting.  The  ship  put  to  sea  just  before  mid- 
night enroute  to  Lihir  and  ran  into  some  rather  rough 
southeast  weather. 

September  6 (Thursday).  Lihir  Island.  We 
reached  Lihir  Island  about  eight  in  the  morning  and 
anchored  in  Lihir  Bay  just  off  Mr.  Kyllert*  s plantation. 

A rather  heavy  southeast  swell  interfered  with  the  un- 
loading of  our  cargo  and  even  caused  the  fKwong  Chow*  to 
drag  her  anchor  badly.  Nevertheless,  all  of  Nr.  Kyllert’ 
and  our  effects  were  brought  ashore  without  serious 
damage  and  the  vessel  permitted  to  get  to  sea  againl 

Here  at  Lihir,  we  had  our  choice  between  one  of 
Mr.  Kyllert' s buildings  or  a Government  rest  house  across 
the  bay.  After  looking  at  both,  we  concluded  to  remain 
with  Kyllert  as  the  Government  house  was  low  and  small  and 
in  poor  repair,  while  Kyllert' s building,  though  of  native 
construction,  had  a high  roof*  two  large  rooms,  and  a 
splendid  cook:  house  adjoining.  Besides  this  we  have  a 
very  fine  large  veranda  in  front  of  the  house  which  will 
serve  as  a work  room  for  skinning  birds. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  in  putting  camp  in  order 
srecting  our  new  mosquito-proof  room,  and  making  camp 
Presentable.  It  is  surprising  how  quickly  our  staff  of 
b°ys  can  throw  a camp  together  now  that  they  realize  how 
Ve  require  our  things  to  be  arranged. 

A number  of  local  residents  were  hired  to  cut 
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firewood  and.  add  more  leaf  ho  the  roof  of  the  cook  house. 
The  new  tent  fly  was  painted  and  placed  in  position  on 
our  house  to  ward  off  the  elements. 

September  7 (Friday).  Landolowit.  Set;  the 
boys  to  work  this  morning  helping  Mrs.  Coultas  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  our  camp.  We  will  have,  when  we 
are  finished,  the  finest  habitat  of  our  career.  The 
locals  from  across  the  bay  returned  and  worked  on  a new 
veranda  and  an  extension  to  our  cook  house. 

Myself  into  Mr.  Kyllert's  plantation  and 
stumbled  upon  a Porzana  in  the  weeds  along  one  of  the 
small  streams  that  pass  through  the  station.  For  the 
first  bird  to  be  collected  on  the  Island  to  be  a rail  is 
indeed  an  excellent  bit  of  good  fortune  for  me. 

Mr.  Kyllert’s  plantation  is  situated  in  a hollow 
which  is  part  of  a vast  blown— out  crater  of  a former 
volcano.  This  crater  or  cone  includes  the  bay  and  sur- 
rounding country*  Behind  the  plantation  is  another  old 
crater  of  which  he  has  planted  up  a considerable  portion 
also.  The  cocoanut  trees  are,  as  yet,  young  and  not 
faring.  nere  in  this  cleared  area  we  hope  to  obtain  a 
number  of  species.  With  the  discovery  of  Porzana  we 
naturally  expect  to  find  Amaurornis  and  other  ground  birds 
ns  well.  Though  the  ground  upon  which  the  plantation  is 
Plantes  id  sloping,  there  are  a number  of  tiny  rivulets 
Criss-crossing  it.  Along  these  we  naturally  expect  to 

Ind  herons,  rails,  river  kingfishers,  and  others. 

Behind  the  plantation  one  encounters  a heavy 
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growth  of  timber  and  dense  underbrush.  There  are,  also, 
isolated  patches  of  secondary  bush  where  formerly  the 
natives  had  their  gardens.  Also,  back  and  away  from  the 
plantation,  one  encounters  numerous  gardens  mostly  planted 
with  Manioc  or  Tapioca.  Sweet  potatoes  and  Taro  are 
raised  by  the  natives  back  in  the  mountains  but  not  near 
the  sea  coast. 

September  8 (Saturday).  Landolowit.  Siap 
sick  with  a heavy  cold  which  he  calls  the  "Kuss."  Yawa 
hunting  and  returns  with  a number  of  small  birds  including 
an  example  of  Monaroha  chrysomela.  Myself  collecting 
back  of  the  plantation  in  the  forest  area.  There  is  a 
surprising  wealth  of  material  which  will  require  days  of 
work  before  we  have  completed  our  series. 

The  natives  from  across  the  bay  turned  up  with 
a number  of  pau  pau  bananas  and  water  cress.  The  latter 
is  most  welcome  because  Mrs.  Goultas  has  learned  to  con- 
coct a very  delicious  soup  from  this  green. 

September  9 (Sunday).  Landolowit.  We  are  con- 
tinuing to  eat  our  meals  with  Mr.  Kyllert  at  his  house, 
simply  because  the  old  man  is  so  eager  for  company  he  can- 
hot  bear  to  let  us  alone.  One  can*t  help  but  feel  sorry 
for  these  pioneers  ?/ho  isolate  themselves  on  tiny  out 
stations  year  after  year.  Many  of  them  like  Kyllert  never 
aee  another  white  man  more  than  once  or  twice  a year. 

These  same  plantation  overseers  reach  the  time  when  they 
°an  sell  out  their  stations  for  a sum  of  $50,000  to 
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^80,000  and  retire  to  a more  populous  locality.  This 
is  their  reward  if  they  use  their  heads  while  they  are 
at  work. 

Siap  is  very  sick  with  a congestion  of  the 
chest  and  was  forced  into  his  bed  and  put  on  a whiskey 
and  bouillon  diet. 

I was  fortunate  enough  to  shoot  a very  fine  ex- 
ample of  the  sea  eagle  (Gucuma)  which  flew  over  camp 
about  10  a.m.  This  performance  awed  the  locals  and 
fired  my  own  shoot  boys  with  jealousy,  especially  so  as 
I lost  no  time  in  explaining  to  the  locals  that  only  the 
master  knew  how  to  collect  large  birds  of  that  caliber. 
1*11  bet  a penny  my  own  staff  will  shoot  an  eagle  each 
"just  to  get  even  with  me." 

During  the  afternoon  I found  time  to  work  over 
some  bird  parasites  and  put  them  in  vials. 

September  10  (Monday).  Landolowit.  A strong 
wind  and  rain  from  the  southeast  blew  up  during  the  night 
and  sent  a fine  mist  of  water  over  everything.  This 
horning  I sent  out  a call  to  the  villagers  across  the  way 
and  hired  them  to  build  us  a long  high  wind  break  in  front 
of  our  house  which  will  stop  the  wind  and  the  rain  in  the 
future. 

Siap  is  greatly  improved  this  morning  and  past 
ihs  danger  point.  He  was  permitted  to  work  up  a good 
sweat  by  cutting  firewood. 

Mrs.  Goultas  set  to  work  with  the  cook  build- 
ing  large  stone  fireplace.  By  scooping  out  a hollow  in 
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the  ground  a foot  deep  and  two  feet  across  and  lining 
this  with  stones,  she  can  then  build  a fire  on  top  of 
these  same  stones  and  be  assured  that  the  heat  radiating 
from  them  when  they  are  hot  will  help  cook  the  meals  and 
at  the  same  time  do  away,  to  a great  extent,  with  the 
dampness  of  the  ground  that  does  retard  fires.  it  is 
surprising  how  well  one  can  bake  and  roast  with  a dutch 
oven  when  one  has  a stone  base  to  their  fire  box. 

Yawa  and  I hunting  all  day  in  the  plantation 
and  forest  area.  I returned  with  another  Porzana  and 
a Dupe  tor  among  a collection  of  doves  and  other  species. 

September  11  (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  Our  new 
mosquito-proof  room  is  working  wonders.  We  awaken  in  the 
morning  feeling  much  fresher  than  when  we  used  an  ordinary 
net  over  our  bunks. 

Siap  returned  to  the  field  with  his  gun.  He 
was  most  emphatic  in  his  requests.  I suspect  that  he 
tired  of  his  duties  as  a wood  chopper.  Myself  hunting 
and  returned  with  two  species  hitherto  not  taken  on  this 
island. 

Considerable  rain  in  the  afternoon. 

September  12  (Wednesday).  Landolowit.  With 
the  boys  to  a large  flying  fox  tree  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  harbor.  There  we  obtained  a baker’s  dozen  of 
specimens  and  returned  to  camp  to  work  them.  Rains  and 
southeast  squalls  in  the  afternoon  prohibited  us  from  re- 
turning to  the  field.  Mr.  Kyllert  calls  daily  for  his 
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morning  cup  of  coffee  and  enjoys  every  drop  of  it  too. 

September  13  (Thursday).  Landolowit.  One 
of  the  local  nimrods  convinced  me  of  his  abilities  to 
shoot  and  was  given  a gun  and  cartridges.  He  returned 
later  with  a bunch  of  junk  and  was  forthwith  dismissed. 

In  the  future  myself  and  boys  will  do  all  of  the  collec- 
ting. I believe  I will  have  my  hands  full  handling  my 
own  staff,  let  alone  outsiders  who  breed  disorders. 

September  14  (Friday),  Landolowit.  Rained 
all  day  so  I collected  a series  of  starlings  from  around 
camp.  Siap  evidently  felt  his  conscience  troubling  him 
over  yesterday’s  performance  so  set  to  work  and  turned  in 
two  Poraznas.  The  receipt  of  these  rails  put  me  in  a 
better  humor  and  allowed  camp  to  settle  back  to  normalcy 
again. 

With  the  oncoming  high  tides  of  the  new  moon  a 
new  menace  presents  itself.  We  will  have  to  have  a dyke 
made  to  keep  the  water  out  of  the  house. 

September  15  (Saturday).  Landolowit.  Myself 
to  a patch  of  grassland  early  in  the  morning.  This  one 
turned  out  to  be  a rail  haven.  Unfortunately  the  grass 
is  about  three  feet  high  and  will  tax  all  of  our  ingenuity 
to  shoot  the  birds  here.  The  plantation  boys  and  the 
local  natives  reverence  the  rails  so  I have  my  doubts 
where  any  will  be  caught  in  this  manner.  At  any  rate,  I 
got  no  birds  for  all  of  my  threshing  around  in  the  grass 
and  returned  home  in  a most  distressing  humor. 
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Later,  with  the  aid  of  the  small  410  gauge  shot 
gun,  I did  secure  a very  nice  series  of  the  large  Collocalia 
which  spends  its  time  flying  back  forth  feeding  over  the 
grasslands. 

Yawa  turned  in  the  first  Reinwardtoenas  from 
this  island,  and  a very  fine  specimen  it  was  too. 

The  Mission  schooner  "Theresa", with  Father 
Neuhaus,  an  Austrian,  aboard,  put  into  the  harbor  and 
visited  with  us  for  an  hour.  It  was  with  Father  Neuhaus 
that  Father  Otto  Meyer  stayed  when  the  latter  was  making 
his  survey  of  the  ornithology  of  the  island. 

The  former  is  now  making  his  rounds  of  the  group, 
visiting  his  flock,  and  passing  out  the  good  word  where 
necessary. 

September  16  (Sunday).  Landolowit.  The 
equinox  is  here  with  accompanying  rains.  Our  staff  went 
to  the  beach  and  collected  enough  clams  for  all  hands. 

Our  share  went  into  soup  which  was  relished.  Kyllert 
called  for  dinner  and  remained  the  day.  The  schooner 
'Theresa*  called,  after  dropping  the  good  Padre  at  Malle 
Islands,  and  anchored  for  the  night.  The  half  caste 
captain  brought  us  a Bonita  fish  which  was  most  acceptable. 
To-morrow  the  'Theresa*  will  return  to  Halie,  reship  the 
Padre  and  take  him  to  Easabet  Island,  thence  return  here 
again.  There  are  no  anchorages  at  those  islands,  hence 
aH  of  this  inconvenience. 
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.September  17  (Monday).  Landolowit.  iTent 


hunting  to  the  grasslands  again  and  obtained  one  example 
of  Porzana.  Later  I oolleoted  more  swifts  from  the 
same  locality.  The  boys  were  out  all  day  in  the  mist 
and  rain  and  returned  with  very  little  material.  Aunali 
had  a change  of  Luck  and  baked  some  very  good  bread. 

September  18  (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  Mr. 
Kyllert  sends  his  cutter  to  the  Island  of  Malie  for  cocoa- 
nuts  so  conclude  to  dispatch  Siap  and  Yawa  to  see  what 
they  can  locate  over  there.  Dr.  Stresemann  has  described 
a couple  of  new  subspecies  from  that  place.  The  cutter 
returns  about  8 p.m.  and  the  boys  have  nothing  unusual 
for  their  dayTs  work.  At  least  they  have  had  a good 
day's  sleep  if  nothing  else. 

A young  man  by  the  name  of  Ballowit  has  been 
hired  to  work  by  the  month  to  assist  the  cook  in  washing 
clothes,  cutting  firewood,  and  odds  and  ends  that  ac- 
cumulate about  the  place. 

Myself  collecting  along  the  small  streams  that 
cut  through  the  country  behind  the  plantation  and  empty 
°ht  to  seaward  to  the  north  and  east  of  this  bay. 

■ilpyone  websteri  has  been  sighted  several  times  but  not 
°htained  as  yet. 

September  19  (Wednesday).  Landolowit.  The 
Mission  Father  (Neuhaus)  called  again  this  morning  and  had 
°°ffee  with  us.  He  has  now  completed  his  rounds  and  will 
return  to  his  station  on  the  other  side  of  the  island. 
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The  Boys  turned  in  a good  bag  of  birds  which 
they  obtained  in  the  mountains  to  the  westward  of  the 
bay.  These  reach  an  altitude  of  about  2000  feet,  are 
well  wooded,  and  in  places  covered  with  a heavy  growth 
of  bamboo.  I permitted  them  to  go  pig  hunting  at  night. 

None  of  the  natives  of  the  area  have  contributed 
land  snails  to  our  collections  yet  even  though  we  have 
kept  after  them  every  time  an  individual  shows  up  at 
camp. 

The  supposedly  new  subspecies  of  Acoipiter  is 
most  uncommon  here.  To  date  we  have  neither  seen  nor 
heard  it.  The  natives  of  the  small  island  of  Malie  in- 
form me  that  this  bird  is  observed  frequently  on  their 
island. 

September  20  (Thursday).  Landolowit.  All  of 
us  working  in  the  grasslands  of  the  plantation  in  the 
morning  in  search  of  the  small  rail  Porzana,  and 
Amaurornis  as  well.  We  were  successful  in  obtaining  the 
former  which  is  far  the  most  inquisitive  of  the  two 
species. 

Mr.  Cor  field  called  and  had  dinner  with  us. 

He  is  now  making  his  rounds  as  an  agricultural  pest  in- 
spector. 

September  21  (Friday).  Landolowit.  Sent 
Aunali  to  an  area  of  hot  springs  which  lie  near  the 
beach  some  five  miles  to  the  southard  of  this  bay.  There 
X wanted  him  to  obtain  eggs  and  individual  Megapodes 
Which  come  to  that  area  to  nest. 


Aunali  returned  with 
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the  report  that  natives  had.  dug  out  all  of*  the  eggs.  He 
did  manage  to  shoot  three  birds  of  this  species  while 
enroute  to  and  from  the  hot  springs. 

Slap  and  Yawa  visited  the  mountain  area  again 
and  returned  with  doves,  Reinwardtoenas,  Lories,  and 
Monarches.  Myself  back  of  the  plantation  in  the 
secondary  growth  and  stream  bottoms  where  I found  small 
birds  in  numbers  and  was  able  to  obtain  an  excellent  col  — 
lection. 

September  22  (Saturday).  Landolowit.  Hard 
rains  and  squalls  all  day.  No  results  to  speak  of  in 
the  matter  of  birds.  The  two  boys  went  out  for  a short 
time  but  got  no  farther  than  the  plantation. 

Myself  to  work  with  a number  of  old  wooden 
packing  cases  which  I cut  down  to  a size  small  enough  to 
accommodate  the  tiny  birds  when  forwarded  by  parcel  post. 

I shall  at  this  camp  label  and  pack  them  ready  for  ship- 
ment as  soon  as  we  reach  Rabaul. 

All  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  Plantation  has 
flooded  with  the  rains  of  the  last  eighteen  hours.  Our 
house,  fortunately,  is  situated  well  away  from  all  streams 
°f  water. 

September  23  (Sunday).  Landolowit.  Mr.  Kyllert 
hilled  a pig.  We  helped  him  make  a little  sausage  and 
Pack  it  down  in  lard.  During  the  afternoon  I worked  on 
Iv-anus  bird  notes. 

September  24  (Monday).  Landolowit.  Began  to 
rain  again  early  in  the  morning.  All  of  us  out  to  the 
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forest  lands  where  we  turned  up  a fine  collection  of 
Reinwardtoenas  and  a few  small  birds.  The  large  pigeon 
will  keep  us  busy  for  many  hours  as  they  are  most 
tender-skinned  and  usually  very  fat, 

September  25  (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  Both 
Mrs.  Goultas  and  I in  camp  all  day  working  on  birds. 

The  boys  were  sent  to  the  Imnai  grassland  for  quail  and 
reed  birds.  The  two  boys  returned  with  the  latter  and 
a number  of  small  material  as  well. 

September  26  (Wednesday).  Landolowit.  Another 
pig  of  a day  with  rain  and  high  winds  which  forced  us  to 
move  inside  the  house.  The  two  boys  were  sent  with  a 
local  native  to  a limestone  cave  back  in  the  mountains 
some  four  miles  distance  where  they  succeeded  in  bringing 
together  an  excellent  collection  of  Collooalia  esoulenta. 

Myself  troubled  all  day  with  an  ulcerated  tooth 
and  no  dentist  within  miles  of  here. 

September  27  (Thursday).  Landolowit.  More 
rain  and  high  winds.  No  collecting  done.  Myself  to 
work  labeling  specimens  all  day.  The  crew  were  all  put 
to  work  digging  drains  around  the  house.  Kyllert  tells 
ffie  that  he  will  send  his  boat  to  Malie  again  on  Monday 
to  collect  cocoanuts.  tie  will  accompany  the  boat  and 
establish  a camp  there  for  a few  days. 

September  28  (Friday).  Landolowit.  Yawa 
turns  up  with  a large  eagle  which  he  found  in  a high  tree 

that  is  inhabited  by  flying  foxes. 
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Siap  obtained  the  first  Alcyone  websteri  we 
have  collected  on  this  Island,  I was  more  than  pleased 
with  the  boys  for  such  work  when  they  were  out  in  the 
rain  all  day.  Myself  continued  labeling  birds  all  day. 

September  29  (Saturday).  Landolowit.  Rain 
continued  all  day.  The  boys  went  hunting  without  being 
ordered  but  did  not  have  muoh  success.  Despite  the 
inclemency  of  the  elements  they  have  managed  to  keep  us 
busy. 

'Myself  labeling  specimens  and  working  up  speci- 
mens. 


Was  required  to  hang  the  racks  of  specimens  in 
the  cook  house  as  they  are  beginning  to  mildew. 

September  30  (Sunday).  Landolowit.  Finished 
labeling  up  all  of  the  specimens  from  this  area.  We 
now  have  two  hundred  birds  in  the  box.  This  is  not  a 
bad  showing  considering  the  weather  we  have  been  having 
the  past  ten  days. 

In  the  afternoon  packed  all  of  our  effects  in 
order  that  we  may  leave  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

October  1 (Monday).  To  Malie  Island.  We 
have  all  of  our  effects  aboard  by  7 a.m.  but  a sharp 
squall  blows  up  and  we  are  delayed  until  10:50  a.m.  Once 


at  sea  we  find  that  Kyllert’-s  boat  leaks  like  a sieve. 

The  crew  and  our  boys  are  required  to  bail  all  of  the  way 
to  the  small  island  which  lies  about  3-1/2  miles  off  the 

c°ast  of  Lihir. 
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Any  hope  that  we  had  harbored  heretofore  of 
using  this  little  sailing  lugger  to  take  ourselves  and 
effects  to  Labar  Island  were  blasted  when  we  saw  the 
wgy  in  which  this  boat  leaked.  I7e  will  simply  have  to 
bide  our  time  and  oatch  some  other  vessel  going  that  way. 

Onoe  at  l'alie  we  experienced  considerable 
difficulty  getting  our  effects  through  the  surf  that 
breaks  over  the  reefs  here.  There  is  nothing  but  a 
hold  on  anchorage  on  a coral  ledge  for  any  small  vessel 
and  that  is  not  safe  in  any  kind  of  weather.  The  crew 
and  the  Melie  people  swam  our  stuff  ashore  which  was  a 
creditable  bit  of  work  for  them. 

Once  ashore  we  found  a small  government  rest 
house  with  a low  roof  which  we  can  use  for  a few  days. 

It  is  not  satisfactory  in  every  respect  but  will  meet  our 
needs  during  our  stay.  The  local  people  lost  no  time 
in  getting  our  effects  transported  to  the  house.  Our 
crew  had  camp  made  in  less  than  two  hours.  In  the  even- 
ing I shot  two  Accipiters  of  the  subspecies  lihirensis. 

October  2 (Tuesday).  Malie.  Mrs.  Goultas 
sets  the  village  to  work  collecting  land  shells  for  her. 
ihe  children  respond  nobly  and  soon  have  baskets  full  of 
ihem  on  the  veranda. 

Myself  hunting  in  the  gardens,  secondary  bush 
***  grassland  on  the  plateau  at  the  eastern  side  of  the 
island.  small  quail  is  reported  to  visit  this  place 
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at  times.  ^his  day,  though,  we  did  not  encounter  any. 

In  fact  there  were  very  few  birds  on  the  raised  land 
of  this  part  of  the  island. 

.7e  notice  the  excessive  heat  here  on  this  low 
sandy  atoll  after  the  weeks  we  had  on  the  mainland  of 
Lihir.  The  roof  of  the  house  is  low  and  affords  little 
protection  from  the  sun.  Thus,  to  overcome  this,  we 
both  put  leaves  in  the  tops  of  our  hats  and  used  a shady 
place  on  the  off  side  of  the  house  to  skin  our  specimens. 

Fortunately  for  us  there  are  no  mosquitoes  and 
no  sand  flies.  This  due  primarily  to  the  lack  of  fresh 
water.  The  local  inhabitants  have  dug  holes  in  the 
ground  and  thereby  obtain  a slightly  brackish  solution 
for  drinking  purposes.  \7e  will  alternate  this  with 
copious  quantities  of  fresh  cocoanut  milk  but  if  we  do 
n°i  get  a good  rain  within  a few  days  then  we  will  be 
forced  to  move  to  another  island.  Too  much  saline  water 
is  bound  to  bring  on  sickness. 

October  3 (Wednesday).  Malie.  Myself  to  the 

SluaH  island  of  Jinabiet  which  lies  about  two  miles  to 

the  westward  of  this  one  and  is  connected  by  a sandy 

re^f„  This  one  is  awash  at  high  tide  but  is  navigable 
if* 

°fte  does  not  mind  wading  in  water  to  their  waist, 
ihabiet  is  low,  flat,  and  sandy,  and  planted  with  cocoa- 
It  is  covered  with  a prolific  growth  of  very  low 
Se°ondary  brush  as  the  natives  have  neglected  to  keep  it 
Qlean  all  of  these  years.  Here,  on  this  island,  one 
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finds  a subspecies  of  both  Monarcha  oineresoens  and 
pnohycephala  peotoralis.  These  two  species  we  obtained 
in  series  as  well  as  Aplonls  cantaroides.  which  is  rare  on 
Lihir;  the  small  swallow  (Ilirundo)  was  collected  as  well. 

Aunali,  our  cook,  has  broken  out  with  boils 
again  and  has  been  taken  out  of  the  cook  house.  Balamit 
will  serve  in  that  capacity  for  a time. 

October  4 (Thursday).  Lalie.  Considerable 
rain  during  the  day  which  solved  our  drinking  water 
problem  for  us.  The  locals  are  bringing  in  tons  of 
land  shells  and  are  having  fair  success  cleaning  them. 
Ourselves  hunting  between  showers  and  collected  enough 
material  to  keep  us  busy. 

October  5 (Friday),  halie.  Sent  the  Luluai 
across  to  I asahet  Island  to  engage  canoes  for  us  for  the 
morrow.  ^he  inhabitants  of  these  islands  make  boats  of 
sufficient  size  to  accommodate  from  a dozen  to  twenty 
people.  With  four  or  five  of  these  crafts  I am  sure  we 
will  be  able  to  take  all  of  our  duffle  to  the  next  island 
and  will  thereby  eliminate  the  necessity  of  sending  back 
to  Lihir  for  Mr.  iCyllert’s  leaky  boat. 

Myself  with  Slap  to  the  small  island  of  Sinabiet 
aPd  later  around  the  base  of  the  large  island  of  Malie. 

1 was  awarded  with  a pair  of  the  new  subspecies  of 

and  quantities  of  other  species.  de  are  told 
that  win  find  any  number  of  hawks  on  the  island  of 

Ma®ahet. 
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October  6 (Saturday).  Malle.  Sent  the  boys 
hunting  in  the  morning  as  the  canoes  from  Masahet  did  not 
put  in  their  appearance.  In  fact  they  did  not  show  up 
until  afternoon.  As  it  was,  we  did  not  get  away  until 
3 p.m.  but  were  treated  to  a grand  voyage  across  when 
the  five  canoes  raced  with  one  another. 

Ashore  at  Hasahet  we  established  our  quarters 
in  a real  European  house  with  a tin  roof.  This  one 
has  been  built  especially  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Missionary, 
Father  Neuhaus,  who  spends  about  two  months  of  every  year 
here  on  this  island.  Thus  we  have  a large  living  room 
about  10  feet  x 15  feet  and  a nice  veranda  7 x 14  feet 
overlooking  the  ocean.  With  our  large  crew  of  willing 
hands  we  had  camp  in  order  by  dark. 

On  this  trip  to  the  small  islands  we  have  no 
kerosene  pressure  lamp  with  us  but  must  do  all  of  our 
work  during  daylight  hours.  The  lamp  we  felt  would  be 
sure  to  get  broken  if  we  brought  it  in  small  boats  and 
canoes. 

The  natives  of  Masahet  like  those  on  Mali£  ap- 
pear to  be  well  behanved.  They  came  forward  upon  our 
arrival  with  all  sorts  of  native  vegetables.  In  fact 
we  were  given  more  than  we  could  possibly  use. 

The  water  situation  here  is  much  different  to 
that  on  IJalie  as  here  there  is  a spring  of  fresh  water 
SeePing  out  of  the  rocky  cliff  to  the  back  of  us. 

October  7 (Sunday).  Masahet.  Some  rain  and 
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wind  from  the  southeast  to-day  which  kicked  up  a running 
sea.  It  would  appear  that  we  made  the  crossing  yester- 
day in  a most  opportune  moment.  Qur  next  problem  will 
be  to  find  a day  when  we  oan  either  proceed  to  Mahur  or 
back  to  Malle.  The  natives,  when  question,  were  very 
skeptical  about  transporting  our  duffle  to  Mahur  in 
canoes  but  feel  that  we  should  have  a larger  craft  to 
get  out  there. 

Myself  to  work  labeling  birds  all  day.  Natives 
brought  in  fresh  eggs  and  pineapples. 

Mrs.  Coultas  sent  out  word  that  she  will  begin 
collecting  shells  to-morrow. 

This  being  a Holy  day  everyone  of  the  natives, 
including  ours,  spent  their  time  in  church. 

October  8 (Monday).  Masahet.  Hard  rains  this 
morning.  All  of  us  tried  to  get  out  and  do  a little 
hunting  but  had  very  little  success.  Myself  returned  to 
CamP  and  finished  labeling  specimens. 

With  the  rain,  natives  brought  in  a whole  raft 
°f  land  snails  and  were  immediately  put  to  work  cleaning 
them.  With  an  hour  or  two  of  instructions  the  native 
women  learn  to  boil  water  and  clean  an  average  fifty  per 
Gent  of  the  material  brought  in.  The  high  mortality 
°omes  from  dead  specimens  which  the  natives  collect  and 
later  cannot  clean  properly. 

October  9 (Tuesday).  Masahet.  Another  big 
4ay  on  shells.  71th  the  rain  these  name  out  In  thousands. 
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My  boys  out  collecting  in  the  rain  and  brought  in  a 
few  specimens.  Birds  here  appear  to  be  the  same  as 
those  on  the  other  islands  of  the  group.  Hawks  appear 
to  be  quite  abundant  on  this  island. 

Back  to  shells  again,  I must  say  that  they 
work  in  very  nicely  with  birds.  The  two  overlap. 

During  rainy  weather  when  birds  are  difficult  to  obtain 
the  shells  come  out  and  may  be  obtained  in  thousands. 
During  dry  weather,  birds  may  be  worked  and  shells 
eliminated, 

October  10  (Wednesday).  Masahet.  Sky  cleared 
in  the  morning  and  heralded  a very  fine  day.  All  of  us 
collecting  and  obtained  very  fine  material.  I spent  my 
time  in  the  lower  part  of  the  island  where  one  encounters 
both  virgin  timber,  secondary  bush,  and  cocoanut  trees. 
The  boys  visited  the  top  of  the  plateau  and  reported 
numerous  gardens  and  secondary  bush. 

A note  reached  us  from  Mr.  Kyllert.  He  is 
planning  on  sending  his  boat  for  us  as  soon  as  we  are  in 
need  of  it. 

Mrs.  Goultas  hard  at  work  arranging  and  assort- 
ing the  shells  of  the  island.  We  developed  pictures  in 
the  evening  with  a fair  degree  of  success. 

October  11  (Thursday).  Masahet.  Myself  up  a 
hand  over  hand  trail  to  the  top  of  the  plateau  for  a few 
hours  and  found  the  long  sought  after  Edolisoma  to  be 
mite  common  in  the  secondary  bush  on  top.  In  the  spare 
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patches  of  grassland  there  were  a few  Cistioola  as  well. 


We  did  not  flush  any  quail  during  our  journey.  The 
latter  are  reported  to  occur  at  times  but  natives  think 
that  they  migrate  back  and  forth  from  Lihir  Island. 

October  12  (Friday).  Has  abet.  Hunting  again 
this  morning  to  the  top  of  the  plateau.  Cistioola  was 
encountered  again  but  no  quail  nor  finches.  The  locals 
do  not  recognize  drawings  of  the  latter  so  I presume 
the  bird  is  not  present  here.  The  boys  turned  in  a 
number  of  good  birds  to-day,  including  a couple  of  hawks. 

October  13  (Saturday).  Hunting  along  the  sand 
beaches  and  cocoanut  trees  this  morning.  Collectively 
we  brought  in  five  hawks  and  a number  of  other  specimens 
for  the  day.  Periodically  it  is  a good  thing  for  me  to 
accompany  the  boys  and  urge  them  to  greater  deeds  of 
valor.  I must  add  that  the  boys  resent  my  oompany.  They 
would  much  rather  go  by  themselves.  We  have  done  very 
well  here  despite  the  continued  rain;  61  birds  have  been 
made  up  so  far. 

October  14  (Sunday).  Masahet.  This  one 

turned  into  a fairly  nice  day  after  all.  Mrs.  Coultas 

and  I spent  some  time  taking  pictures.  We  found  the 
tribe rs  ceremonial  house  which  is  beautifully  carved 
with  birds  of  various  kinds  and  with  alligators.  Like 
most  natives  elsewhere,  these  people  did  not  show  us 
their  house  but  let  us  find  it  for  ourselves.  No  collec- 
ting to-day. 
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October  15  (Monday).  Masahet . I asked  for 
canoes  this  morning  and  was  promised  the  same  at  3 p.m. 
Nevertheless,  I sent  the  boys  hunting  and  was  glad  after- 
wards that  I did  as  the  canoes  were  not  forthcoming.  The 
Chief  came  to  me  later  in  the  day  and  assured  me  that 
his  own  conveyance  was  broken.  The  other  boys  were 
"too  busy"  to  make  the  trip.  After  an  hour  I discovered 

the  source  of  the  disturbance.  Now  that  we  were  here, 
the  Mission  boy  felt  that  we  should  pay  double  the  price 
to  get  back  to  Malie.  4 s for  going  on  to  Mahur  Island 
from  here,  that  was  out  of  the  question.  Te  had  no  as- 
surance we  would  ever  get  away  from  there  once  we  had 
landed. 

From  the  questioning  of  the  natives  I have 
learned  that  Falco  Melanogenys  appears  on  this  island  at 
odd  intervals.  The  bird  is  mixed  up  with  the  native 
culture  of  the  place,  while  its  appearanoe  is  celebrated 
by  festivals  and  dances. 

October  16  (Tuesday).  Masahet.  Hard  rains 
again  this  morning.  I tried  to  induce  the  Luluai  to 
take  his  canoe,  go  to  Mr.  Kyllert's  place  and  return  with 
the  big  boat  but  he  refused  to  go  because  of  the  rain. 

YJe  put  in  out  time,  as  best  we  could,  collecting 
specimens  that  came  near  the  house.  Yawa  obtained  a 
rail  ( Porzana ) . This  species  is  indeed  out  of  place  on 
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October  17  (Wednesday)'.  Masahet.  The 
Mission  hoy  (Black)  made  the  fatal  mistake  of  walking 
into  our  camp  this  morning  and  booted  out  in  good  order. 

To  make  my  action  more  impressive,  I next  delivered  a 
lecture  to  the  world  in  general  threatening  wanton  des- 
truction on  the  village  if  a canoe  was  not  forthcoming. 

The  canoe  was  brought  out  almost  immediately  and  dis- 
patched to  Ur.  Kyllert  on  Lihir  for  his  big  boat,  the 
Mission  boy  losing  face  thereby. 

Myself  and  boys  collecting  all  day  and  procured 
a number  of  good  birds  including  two  more  hawks. 

Although  we  have  had  rain  almost  continuously 
since  we  came  here,  we  have  added  to  our  series  materially, 
especially  hawks,  kingfishers  and  Edolisoma,  which  do  not 
appear  to  be  common  on  Lihir  Island. 

Mrs.  Goultas  has  brought  together  a very  fine 
series  of  land  snails  which  exceed  anything  we  have  done 

so  far  in  amount  of  time. 

October  18  (Thursday).  Mas  abet-  Mr.  Lyllert’s 

boat  was  sighted  just  at  daylight  but  didn't  reach  us  un 
til  10  a.m.  This  Kyllert  sent  a rowboat  which  wouldn't 
accommodate  all  of  our  things.  It  became  necessary  for 
me  to  leave  Siap  and  Yawa  to  come  on  later  with  a native 

oanoe  and  the  rest  of  the  duffle. 

Our  trip  back  to  Lihir  was  a most  trying  one 
in  the  sun.  We  didn't  reach  the  plantation  until  almost 
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ten  at  night.  Kyllert  gained  everlasting  fame  by- 
having  a nice  hot  supper  ready  for  us  when  we  reached 
his  place. 

October  19  (Friday).  Malie.  As  Kyllert  de- 
cided to  visit  Lalie  this  morning  and  have  a look  at  his 
coooanuts  I concluded  to  accompany  him  and  pick  up  the 
shells  and  other  duffle  that  we  left  there  when  we  made 
our  trip  to  I.lasahet  Island. 

On  Malie  I was  able  to  collect  a number  of 
Monaroha  cinerescens  and  a Dupe  tor  as  well.  7e  returned 
to  Lihir  shortly  after  noon. 

Jiap  and  Yawa  returned  from  Masahet  reporting 
that  our  cargo  was  still  up  the  coast.  The  natives 
found  the  sea  too  rough  when  they  reach  that  place  and 
would  wait  for  calm  weather  before  continuing  their 
journey.  \7e  have  decided  to  remain  here  at  Landolowit 
for  a while  or  until  some  mode  of  transport  shows  up 
that  will  take  us  to  Mahur  Island. 

I sent  out  a call  to  the  Chief  of  the  mountain 
People  and  will  try  to  induce  him  to  carry  us  into  the 
fountains.  .Then  we  first  came  to  Lihir  I asked  him  to 
build  us  a house  up  there.  Present  reports  have  it  that 
the  house  is  not  finished  as  yet. 

October  20  (Saturday).  Malie.  Started  for 
the  grasslands  this  morning  but  a deluge  of  rain  drove  me 
beck  home.  There  I labeled  birds  and  packed  a few  more 

SrilaU  ones  for  the  Museum.  The  Boys  went  hunting  along 


* 

aw  SW&*  au  ro'i  20  in  a 3Ct**d 

. • ■ •.  ■ ■ ■ ■ : -' 

■ 

all!  jv  5{ooX  a svari  &e»  xvaofli  aixtt  aiXa.t  tiaiv  ga  i'Qi'lo 

■-  • 3<3O0£ 
■}  Ql,  «r  a^x’-f  gst  i ?tal  aw  uiSitt  elltJiS  ?a  ■•*<>  lu^  alXc-xa 

, - : e :- 

to  *ied..;irr  £ JosXXco  ori  aide  aaw  .:  &xl.:  flC 

. •--••  ss  •xcJ9^:-C  b X>aa  anao--.  £.ani£ 

. noGii  serilfi  YiJacfle  Sixli-I  ol 

gjf  r JS<KJS>'X  tz,lLss&l  ; SOXa  Xsilli.! " dS  BWSl  I)X1B 

-.•  -. , O ; . .,  .•  < : lii" - - - r ° 3 

j&itfi  ©OBlq  $£»{*  riosex  v;erU-  aexlw  rigyc-x  oori  see  oril  Mao  a 
•xteiis  ai:  X)0  axolad  sax&BSW  jaXso  sot  * i«#  >&!»** 

:;  ! .„;<.•  '*,1  J • ri X a*  -VI  C.  t>.  (0;-  • *•'  / •'  * 

t\ 

qn  «woi is  .t'T&Qgans'xJ  -xo  sJpoci  acos  I £& un  sr  elidw  £ 'i°- 

. \ , t ■• 

xii.'-'^iU.or-  e.i.'  lo  la  iris  Uy  o«  II -e  b 3ae&  I 
aril  .o$&t  as  \;tx80  oi  mX;<  soyfini  o Y'x-  HI*  fine 

1 

■ , y •(-  : • 

• . A . - - - ’ y ' " ’ ' ' 

. : =>•  e-  . d,  ±‘:  : ox.  ai  eaucd  j 
. . ..  . . i so  - . - 

i ..  . -i:-  : wlads,  L '...  . • --  - " 

. - SO  A 


the  river  bottoms  and  returned  with  small  rails, 

Oooomantis  and  a few  liegapodes.  The  back  areas  behind 
the  plantation  are  flooded  again. 

October  21  (Sunday).  Malie.  The  first 
Amaurornis  from  this  Island  was  brought  in  by  Siap  this 
morning.  He  had  been  sleeping  over  night  in  a lean-to 
near  a native  potato  patch  watching  for  wild  pig  and  shot 
the  bird  must  at  daylight. 

liyself  out  hunting  this  morning  and  slipped 
while  crossing  over  a small  stream  on  a log.  I fell 
into  the  mud  and  ooze  with  my  gun  and  was  forced  to  return 
to  camp  and  spend  the  rest  of  the  day  cleaning  that 
instrument. 

Sanli,  the  chief  from  the  mountains,  showed  up 
in  the  afternoon  and  informed  me  that  due  to  the  necessity 
of  planting  gardens  he  has  not  had  time  to  finish  our 
house  up  there. 

October  22  (Monday).  Landolowit.  Up  before 
haylight  and  with  Siap  the  five  miles  to  the  grassland 
area  that  lies  to  the  north  of  us.  Ue  hoped  to  reach 
there  and  collect  our  quail  before  the  sun  got  up  too 
high.  We  found  the  quail  all  right  but  they  proved  most 
difficult  to  obtain  in  the  tall  grass.  It  was  high  noon 
before  I had  acquired  five  specimens. 

The  grassland  is  several  miles  in  extent  here 
ahd  most  of  it  at  least  waist  high.  Our  only  means  of 

f lushing  these  birds  and  obtaining  them  is  to  push  our 


' 

v.  _ _-.K 

• XXX  ;3B  JbsteoJLt  9‘i;v.  aoiXK  -'<■  ■'  -K? 

. ; . . •■■■■'  K. 

aliit  o.Bio  \;d  ai  tdsw.:d  earn  basis- 1 ai;.J  mcx':1  c./.xriO'x;  •; 

| of--;:  si  a ai  jxfcjjtfi  *revo  aatqasls  us  ad  l-ori  ©I-  . ,r  tnsor 

iori't  In.:  i ll.r  iari  -.aiK  : -vi  rfo.!  ■ od ..  evionfl  .•  t - 

, ?ri'  il\  *b  ~L i-  ■ r - in  ©.K 

■■  j ' tii 


IK.  . • 0.  X . > I . ..  3 Hi., -tic  ■ 1 ...  -1  -e  x:  g - 

£Tr?9'i  c’i  i)  or£o'i  <?«w  tea  r;;r-  rfiiw  esoo  bus  tea.  oxK  c-.'i 
gp^K  tKrid  yciucsalo  sritt  to  free!  ei#  baeqp  bus  qmse  ox 

. , 


| K ..-j.  t ,- nil  r:  axes;  ©.cli  aoal  to.trlo  e.J:  , ilUXc 

Y-K:.  ;no  e:ii  o 3..  . .Ko  : ooio'K.;  . oo./:o3'~  ••  ..  : 

b&fi  tor.  sari  eri  surixa;  - L<?  -- 

. • aevoi. 

' . ...  ..  o ... 

. ....  I 

go:  crir  Xo-i  xu/e  sritJ  sot©  t sc  lie:  iuo  Joe  Hoc  bn©  oner: 

■ V-  Jtx  • 

. 

. . os:  . ta,  ' . os  r o .V  o -to  -■-c 


nor!  JriSvXcs  ni  2 slits  iBioveo  ei  it;  .tag  a ©is*  •exf’,- 

. 

moo  wq  00  si  js0>iIxj  aflifliatfdc  in©  r.lrxid  seed*  uptiZeeft 


way  back  and  forth  through  the  grass  until  one  or  more 
rise  and  then  attempt  to  shoot  the  specimen  on  the  wing* 
This  first  day  I averaged  fifty  per  cent  of  my  shots. 

\fter  the  sun  gets  well  up  in  the  heavens  and 
begins  beating  down  on  the  grassland  the  whole  area  be- 
comes unbearably  hot. 

Foolishly  I remained  long  enough  to  get  a 
touch  of  the  sun  and  went  to  bed  as  soon  as  I got  home. 

October  23  (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  Up  early 
again  and  with  Siap  and  Balawit  to  the  grasslands  a 
second  time.  There  we  spread  out  and  covered  the  same 
ground  as  yesterday.  A fairly  strong  wind  sprang  up 
early  which  made  shooting  most  difficult  but  did  away 
with  the  heat  to  a certain  extent.  We  obtained  only 
four  birds  for  our  efforts.  Yawa,  who  was  supposed  to 
accompany  us  and  didn’t,  turned  in  some  very  fine 
Reinwardtoenas  which  he  found  along  the  mountain  streams. 

October  24  (Wednesday).  Landolowit.  I remain 
in  camp  all  day  to  help  clean  up  the  left  over  birds  from 
yesterday.  Siap  and  Yawa  both  hunting  and  procured  a 
number  of  species  from  the  mountain  area.  Neither  boy 
was  able  to  locate  the  ground  dove  (Gallicolumba  beccarii ) 
reported  here. 

October  25  (Thursday).  Landolowit.  Re- 
mained in  camp  again  to-day  to  work  on  Reinwardtoenas 
whioh  are  all  fat  at  this  season  of  the  year  and  must  be 

Washed  in  gasolene. 
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Yawa,  for  some  reason  or  other,  has  been 


turning  in  some  very  good  material,  while  3iap  has  gone 
off  his  stride.  The  latter  is  usually  a consistent 
person  in  the  bush. 

October  26  (Friday).  Landolowit.  Cloudy 
and  rainy  all  day.  Both  boys  collecting  and  with  the 
same  results  as  yesterday.  Yawa  brings  in  the  best 
birds  of  the  two.  Myself  in  camp  again.  Mrs.  Coultas 
and  I have  adopted  the  idea  of  arising  before  daylight, 
having  our  breakfast,  and  to  work  just  at  daylight.  In 
this  manner  we  can  accomplish  twice  the  results  during 
the  early  hours. 

With  the  dull  quiet  day  the  sandflies  come  out 
in  swarms.  Mr.  Kyllert  is  down  with  a severe  dose  of 
Gastric  Malaria. 

October  27  (Saturday).  Landolowit.  Another 
dull  day,  so  concluded  to  return  to  the  grassland  with 
3iap  and  have  another  go  at  the  quail  collecting.  We 
worked  in  the  rain  until  I obtained  seven  specimens  and 
then  returned  home.  Dull  quiet  days  are  the  times  in 
which  to  obtain  these  grassland  species.  To  date, 
though,  I haven’t  seen  any  indication  of  finches  and  am 
convinced  that  they  do  not  inhabit  this  island. 

> Li  Yan,  a Chinese  trochus  shell  fisherman,  with 

his  small  pinnace  came  into  Lihir  Bay  this  afternoon  and 
agreed  to  take  us  to  Mahur  Island  over  the  week-end.  We 
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will  have  only  long  enough  there  to  make  a hasty  survey 
but  hope  to  make  that  one  complete.  Spent  the  evening 
packing  a few  essentials  for  a two  day  trip. 

October  28  (Sunday).  Mahur.  With  Li  Yan 
in  his  m/v  "Kapul"  to  Mahur  Island  which  we  reached  at 
11  a.m.  after  a very  pleasant  trip.  Mahur  is  about  25 
miles  out  in  the  ocean  from  Lihir.  Like  Malie  and 
Masahet  it  is  a coral  atoll  that  has  been  raised  out  of 
the  sea.  The  natives,  having  less  contact  with  white 
men  are  much  more  unsettled  here.  In  fact  one  could  al- 
most call  them  insolent. 

We  found  only  a very  ordinary  native-made  mission 
house  ashore  which  we  could  use  for  a camp.  If  we  are 
lucky  to  escape  rain  this  will  suffice  for  our  needs.  The 
Ghinaman  anchored  his  boat  on  a reef  and  will  remain  until 
to-morrow  night  if  the  weather  remains  fair. 

I went  hunting  in  the  afternoon  with  my  two  boys 
but  found  nothing  of  exceptional  value  except  the  common 
red  Lory  (Eos  oardinalis) . This  species  inhabits  only 
this  one  island  in  this  group. 

October  29  (Monday).  Mahur.  No  fresh  water 
on  this  island  either.  We  drink  fresh  cocoanut  milk 
which  is  palatable  but  does  not  quench  ones  thirst.  My- 
self up  the  perpendicular  cliffs  to  the  top  of  table  land. 
There  I found  very  few  birds.  The  widely  distributed 
iory  (Geoffroyus)  is  the  most  common  bird  and  is  here  in 


abundance.  I obtained  one  hawk  and  a dollar  bird  and 
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three  Kacropygias.  The  latter  are  somewhat  common  in 
the  heavy  underbrush. 

Yawa  brought  in  another  Porzana.  It  is  strange 
that  this  little  bird  should  be  found  on  more  or  less 
arid  islands  when  normally  one  associates  it  with  fresh 
water  streams..  3iap  found  Reinwardtoenas  here  also. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon  a squall  comes  up 
from  the  northwest  bringing  the  sea  with  it.  We  receive 
frantic  warning  from  the  Chinaman  to  hurry  all  of  our 
things  on  board  as  he  must  leave  his  hang-on  anchorage 
and  put  to  sea.  We  got  everything  down  to  the  beach 
but  had  diffioulties  with  the  first  canoe  load  which  in- 
cludes our  birds.  Following  this  I suggested  that  we 
use  a bamboo  raft  and  take  our  duffle  out  on  that.  The 
raft  doesn’t  work  very  well  so  the  natives  decide  to  swim 
out  to  the  ship  which  is  cruising  back  and  forth  in  front  of 
us. 

Mrs.  Coultas  climbs  on  board  the  raft  and  is 
ferried  out  by  two  natives,  one  at  the  front  end  of  the 
raft  and  the  other  at  the  rear.  An  unusually  large  wave 
comes  along  and  submerges  them  completely.  The  Chinaman 
seeing  this  becomes  excited  and  nearly  runs  his  ship  ashore. 
He  ends  up  by  fastening  a rope  to  an  oar  and  throws  that 
into  the  water.  By  grabbing  the  oar  they  reach  the  boat. 

My  turn  comes  next  and  I receive  a splendid 
wetting  also  . 

We  have  a most  miserable  trip  back  to  Lihir 
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which  we  reach  in  four  hours.  Practically  everything 
we  have, except  the  birds  in  the  bed  roll  that  went  off 
on  the  first  load,  is  wet.  The  Graflex  camera  with  a 
good  bunch  of  exposed  films  is  ruined.  The  guns  are 
soaked  with  salt  water  and  will  have  to  be  cleaned. 

Once  ashore  at  Lihir,01dMan  Kyllert  threw  to- 
gether a fine  hot  meal  that  pulled  our  sox  up.  wonderfully. 

October  30  (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  I wanted 
to  start  for  the  interior  this  morning  but  learned  that 
the  bush  up  there  is  not  ready  yet. 

Sent  the  boys  hunting  and  then  turned  to  on  our 
duffle.  All  of  that  had  to  be  rinsed  in  fresh  water  and 
later  dried.  The  camera  will  have  to  be  set  aside  until 
we  can  get  to  a place  v/here  it  can  be  fixed. 

Everyone  seems  to  be  in  a terrible  funk  for  some 
reason.  3iap  has  a large  boil  on  his  right  leg.  Aunali 
has  torn  the  nail  off  his  large  toe  on  his  left  foot,  and 
Yawa  has  a cold.  At  that  they  managed  to  bring  in  two 
rails,  an  Alcyone  webster i and  one  Hirundo.  All  of  them 
are  birds  that  I desire  badly.  The  other  material  was 
not  so  important. 

October  31  (Wednesday).  Landolowit.  Began 
raining  during  the  night  and  continued  all  day.  One 
of  those  heavy  steady  tropical  downpours  that  convince  one 
the  oottoms  have  fallen  out  of  the  clouds.  Kyllerts 
plantation  was  flooded  out.  In  most  places  water  was  a 

foot  deep  on  the  level.  He  lost  over  150  cocoanut  trees 
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from  the  deluge. 

None  of  us  were  able  to  get  out  of  the  house 
all  of  this  time.  Because  of  the  dampness  everywhere, 

I didn't  dare  take  the  birds  out  and  work  on  them  so 
rested  all  day.  3o  much  dirt  washed  down  from  the 
rivers,  the  ocean  water  in  the  harbor  took  on  a dull 
yellow  appearance. 

In  the  evening  Kyllert  left  for  Namatanai  with 

Li  Yan. 

November  1 (Thursday).  Landolowit.  I sent 
word  with  3alawit  to  Sabli  in  the  mountains  informing 
him  that  we  would  go  into  the  mountains  on  Saturday  at 
the  very  latest. 

Siap  and  Yawa  hunting  along  the  river  bottoms 
and  myself  at  the  back  of  the  plantation  to  hunt  for  rails 
again.  I am  as  sure  as  can  be  that  I have  heard  Hypo- 
taenidia  here  but  I can’t  get  one  blessed  native  to  admit 
its  presence. 

"die  deluge  of  water  yesterday  flooded  the  harbor 
and  has  washed  up  all  sorts  of  debris  in  front  of  the 
house.  This  brings  on. the  flies  and  the  plantation  pigs. 

November  2 (Friday).  Landolowit.  A most 
humid,  sultry,  hot,  nasty  day  without  a breath  of  air  any- 
where. I went  hunting  with  the  Fission  boy  from  across 
the  Island  and  obtained  two  Reinward toenas , two  Alcyone 
Hgbsteri  and  some  other  material.  I was  told  in  the 


Corning  by  my  black  accomplice  that  he  could  show  me 
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where  to  find  Gallicojumba  beccarii.  Unfortunately,  we 


V 


didn't  have  any  success  with  the  bird  though  we  spent 
hours  in  heavy  secondary  bush  and  bamboo  thickets  on  the 
mountain  side  and  along  small  streams* 

My  boys  did  rather  poorly  as  I have  cut  down 
on  kinds  of  species  desired, 

November  3 (Saturday).  Landolowit.  I had  ex- 
pected the  mountain  rascal  Sabli  this  morning  but  he  re- 
fuses to  put  in  his  appearance.  Unfortunately,  I must 
depend  on  him  as  he  is  the  high  command  in  that  part  of 
the  world. 

Yawa  turned  in  an  0*possum  with  a pair  of  tiny 
newly  born  juveniles  in  her  pouch.  'These  unique 
youngsters  were  promptly  saved  in  alcohol.  Siap  showed 
up  with  a number  of  Kemiprocne.  These  latter  are  restricted 
to  small  areas  in  this  group.  Myself  hunting  alone  back 
in  the  mountains  but  didn't  find  very  much  of  interest. 
Another  dull  sultry  day  without  a breath  of  air. 

November  4 (Sunday).  Landolowit.  Sent  Balawit 
to  Samo  to  borrow  the  Llission  Father's  boat  to  take  us  to 
the  other  side  of  the  Island.  If  we  can  get  over  there  I 
^eel  pretty  sure  we  can  get  natives  to  take  us  into  the 
fountains  from  that  direction. 

Yawa  spent  the  whole  morning  making  a cocoanut 
Pudding  for  himself  and  boys.  Siap  and  Aunali  traded  it 


to  their  local  friends  for  beetlenut 


Yawa  retaliated 
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by  taking  the  axe  and  chopping  up  the  food  bowls  of  the 
other  two.  Thus  is  justice  meted  out  in  this  part  of 
the  world. 

November  5 (Monday).  Landolowit.  Hunting 
in  the  mountains  again  this  morning  and  along  the  small 
streams.  I was  able  to  obtain  two  A1  cyone  websteri.  the 
only  ones  I observed.  These  birds  do  not  make  their  ap- 
pearance until  after  the  sun  is  well  over  the  horizon. 

Neither  3iap  nor  Yawa  did  very  well,  probably  because 
they  were  off  by  themselves  brooding  over  yesterday's 
distrubance . 

3alav/it  returned  in  the  afternoon  with  a note 
from  Father  Neuhaus  saying  that  his  boat  has  gone  over 
to  Namatanai  and  will  not  be  back  for  four  or  five  days. 

November  6 (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  Myself 
with  Balawit  and  Siap  to  the  grasslands  again.  This 
time  we  worked  along  a sort  of  a ravine  in  the  grass 
country.  The  earth  was  a trifle  soggy  but  without 
water  of  any  kind.  There  we  found  quail  far  more  plenti- 
ful than  formerly  and  procured  9 for  the  day.  This  time 
I missed  about  40  per  cent  of  my  shots.  The  day  was 
bot,  windy,  and  very  humid,  which  made  all  of  us  very 
irritable  before  we  reached  home. 

Yawa  reports  the  loss  of  two  Pounds  in  money 
which  was  taken  from  his  box  while  we  were  on  Kahur  Island. 
Yawa  claims  that  Aunali  took  his  money  but  hold  court 
and  find  nothing  in  his  box.  All  in  all  this  makes  a 
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very  nasty  situation  and  will  lead  to  trouble  before  we 
are  through  with  it. 

November  7 (Wednesday).  Landolowit.  Myself 
with  the  two  boys  to  the  cut  over  land  to  the  westward 
of  the  plantation  where  we  spent  our  time  hunting  for 
Amaurornis.  We  heard  several  of  them  calling  during 
the  day  but  obtained  none  for  our  efforts. 

We  did  procure  a Caprimulgus  from  the  secondary 
bush.  This  bird  was  in  moult  which  probably  accounts 
for  the  fact  that  we  have  never  heard  it  calling  in  the 
morning. 

Yawa  has  gone  to  pieces  completely  and  is  now 
making  magic  or  sorcery  against  Aunali. 

Mr . Kyllert  returned  from  Namatanai  in  a Chinese 
trochus  shell  fishing  boat.  The  boat  remained  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Island  and  Kyllert  walked  across.  Kyllert 
reports  that  the  Chinaman  will  be  along  here  in  a few  days 
and  can  take  us  over  to  the  other  side. 

November  8 (Thursday).  Landolowit.  Myself 
to  the  newer  part  of  the  plantation  and  spent  the  morning 
collecting  the  larger  form  of  Colloealia  which  I obtained 
with  a 410  guage  shotgun  and  very  fine  shot.  The  boys 
turned  in  some  good  birds,  including  river  kingfishers 
from  the  mountain  streams  and  the  highly  desired  Ptilinopus 
jjisolitus. 

November  9 (Friday).  Landolowit.  Myself  into 
the  mountains  and  met  my  good  friend  Cabli.  He,  apparent- 
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ly,  has  no  intention  of  carrying  our  cargo  up  to  his 
place.  I did  see  the  house  and  found  that  finished 
and  ready  for  occupancy.  Sabli  has  done  a good  job 
on  it  with  the  object  of  making  it  his  home  after  we 
leave.  Thus  he  is  paid  05.00  for  building  his  own 
house. 

Giap  obtains  our  first  example  of  Gallioolumba 
beocarii  from  a mountain  ravine  while  on  the  way  back 
to  camp. 

Kyllert  informs  us  that  the  s/s  ’ Bremerhafen’ 
will  call  at  llama tanai  about  the  first  of  December.  7/e 
will  also  be  able  to  obtain  the  services  of  the  Methodist 
Mission  pinnace  to  transport  our  cargo  from  here  to 
Namatanai. 

November  10  (Saturday).  Landolowit.  I did 
not  go  hunting  as  planned  but  remained  in  camp  and  worked 
on  doves  and  Reinwardtoenas  from  yesterday. 

The  boys  visited  the  mountains  again  with 
specific  instructions  to  hunt  for  Gallioolumba.  They  re- 
turned with  a slug  of  material,  including  an  0f possum,  but 
not  the  species  I sent  them  after. 

Cent  word  to  the  Chinaman  across  the  island  to 
come  and  take  us  to  the  other  side  on  Monday. 

November  11  (Sunday).  Landolowit.  Myself 
took  the  morning  and  sat  in  the  secondary  bush  at  the 
edge  of  the  plantation.  After  hours  I managed  to  obtain 
°ne  imaurornis . The  Chinaman  arrived  in  the  afternoon. 
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T7e  packed  for  our  trip  to  Samo  on  the  other  side. 

November  12  (Monday).  To  Samo.  All  of  our 
necessary  effects  aboard  ship  and  away  from  the  ststion 
at  7 a.m.  Rain  began  about  8 and  continued  all  day.  Y7e 
arrived  at  3amo  about  1 p.m.  and  pushed  our  things  ashore 
between  downpours  of  rain. 

damo  is  the  site  of  the  Methodist  Mission 
station  and  also  the  Government  native  hospital.  Mr. 
Pickwell,  who  spent  a number  of  months  at  this  place 
doctoring  natives,  erected  a splendid  three  room  native 
house  for  his  headquarters.  It  was  our  privilege  to 
use  his  house  during  his  absence. 

Rain  continued  all  afternoon  so  none  of  us 
were  ab^e  to  do  any  collecting.  The  natives  flooded  us 
with  food. 

November  13  (Tuesday).  3amo.  Hunting  this 
morning  on  the  big  road  which  leads  into  the  mountains. 

The  country  here,  for  the  most  part,  is  fairly  level. 

Right  on  the  coast  there  are  large  areas  of  swamp  and 
mangrove  thickets,  but  back  from  these  one  encounters 
miles  and  miles  of  native  gardens.  It  is  odd  that  on 
this  side  of  the  island  the  natives  have  more  food  than 
they  can  use  while  on  the  eastern  side,  around  Landolowit, 
the  people  subsist  almost  entirely  on  tapioca  roots.  One 
should  bear  in  mind,  though,  that  the  Government  has 
superintended  the  gardens  near  the  health  station  and 

makes  all  invalids  work  at  agricultural  pursuits  when 
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they  are  able. 

Behind  the  garden  belt  one  finds  good  thick 
secondary  bush  and  heavy  timber  land.  Countless 
small  streams  cut  through  the  land  everywhere.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  natives  live  on  or  very  near  the  coast. 

In  the  evening  I heard  nighthawks  in  the 
gardens  but  failed  to  obtain  a specimen. 

November  14  (Wednesday).  Samo.  With  Siap  into 
the  forest  country  in  the  morning  and  obtained  our  first 
Gallic olumb a jabiensis  from  this  Island.  The  large 
swift  (Hemipr ocne ) was  observed  to  be  common  around  the 
tall  dead  trees  in  the  garden.  A number  of  these  birds 
were  obtained  also. 

During  the  afternoon  I followed  the  beach  for 
a number  of  miles  to  the  northward  and  obtained  three 
Hlrundo.  This  species  is  reported  to  be  very  oommon  in 
this  area  at  times.  Natives  advise  me,  also,  that  this 
swallow  nests  in  the  overhanging  limestone  cliffs  along 
the  water's  edge  to  the  northward  of  us.  Unfortunately, 
the  place  reported  is  more  than  a day’s  walk  from  here. 

I didn’t  get  back  to  camp  until  after  seven  at  night  and 
therefore  missed  the  night-hawk  hunting  for  the  evening. 

November  15  (Thursday).  Samo.  I concluded 
to  follow  the  same  course  as  yesterday  and  hunt  for 
hirundo.  Remained  out  until  1 P*m.  but  obtained  only 
one  swallow  for  all  of  my  tramping.  Furthermore,  I got 
a fleeting  glance  at  Faloo  melanogenys  but  couldn't  get 
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my  gun  trained  on  him  before  he  had  ducked  through  the 
trees  and  disappeared.  This  is  the  only  time  I observed 
this  species  while  on  Lihir  Island. 

Hunting  for  Nighthawks  in  the  evening  and  ob- 
tained one  example. 

3iap  and  Yawa,  who  have  been  at  loggerheads 
for  days,  engaged  in  a fairly  respectable  fight  during 
the  evening.  Once  this  ill  humor  is  out  of  their 
blood  I believe  they  will  settle  back  to  normalcy  again. 

Siap  proved  the  better  man  of  the  two  and  presented 

Yawa  with  a very  fine  black  eye.  The  rest  of  the  native 

population  remained  very  quiet  after  the  demonstration. 

November  16  (Friday).  Samo.  We  receive  a 
note  from  Father  Neuhaus  so  conclude  to  walk  over  to  his 
place  and  spend  a few  hours  with  him.  We  walk  the  five 

miles  and  reach  the  station  about  11  a.m.  Neuhaus  has  a 

very  nice  location  up  on  a hill  behind  a snug  little 
harbor.  His  house  is  of  the  standard  mission  make.  Pi1wo 
rooms  surrounded  by  a wide  veranda  and  the  house  built 
ehout  ten  feet  off  the  ground.  The  grounds  around  the 
place  are  very  clean,  orderly,  and  planted  with  all  kinds 
°f  flowers. 

We  have  a very  pleasant  visit  and  return  to  our 
own  camp  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  Our  boys  have 
been  collecting  and  return  with  some  good  material. 

In  the  evening  I visit  the  native  garden  area 

again  and  obtain  another  Nighthawk.  Incidentally,  I 
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flushed  a pair  of  quail  in  the  gardens  too,  but  no 
finches. 

November  17  (Saturday).  Samo.  Called  all  of 
the  local  chiefs  together  and  formally  requested  carriers 
for  Monday  morning.  No  one  seemed  to  take  much  interest 
in  the  subject  but  none  said  "no".  I take  it  that  we 
will  have  another  set-to  in  the  morning  and  may  get  away 
the  following  day  if  we  are  lucky. 

There  is  no  need  for  us  to  remain  here  longer. 

We  have  a good  series  of  the  birds  of  the  island  and  have 
only  a short  visit  to  the  mountains  to  make  our  survey  com- 
plete. The  country  here  at  Samo  is  not  a good  one.  We 
are  situated  in  a depression  which  is  damp  and  abounds  in 
mosquitoes . 

All  of  us  hunting  in  the  forest  area  again  and 
procured  the  usual  run  of  birds.  I was  able  to  procure 
another  hirundo  in  the  afternoon  which  gives  us  five  speci- 
mens from  this  locality. 

November  18  (Sunday).  Samo.  Worked  up  two 
Lalages  which  I obtained  from  the  large  tree  behind  camp 
and  spent  the  rest  of  the  morning  taking  pictures  of  the 
natives  and  surroundings.  These  turned  out  to  be  only 
mediocre.  No  matter  what  sort  of  a background  I use,  the 
dark  skinned  people  blend  into  it  and  produce  a poor  pic- 
ture. 

One  individual  came  forward  with  the  story  that 
we  could  not  have  carriers  in  the  morning  because  of  the 
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work  in  the  gardens.  He  received  such  a cold  reception 
from  us  that  I doubt  whether  he  will  try  to  put  his  story 
into  effect. 

We  have  a deluge  of  rain  in  the  afternoon  so  I 
remain  in  the  house  and  label  specimens. 

November  19  (Monday).  To  Rabees.  Tip  at  5 a.m. 
and  pack  our  effects.  Sixteen  carriers  arrived  at  7 and 
transported  our  duffle  to  their  boundary.  These  people 
are  Methodists  and  do  not  trespass  on  ground  belonging  to 
Catholic  natives.  At  the  boundary  our  old  friend  Sabli 
and  his  people  met  us  and  carried  our  things  on  to  the 
house  he  had  erected  for  us.  Coming  this  way  across  the 
island  I played  right  into  Sabli *s  hands.  He  thinks  that 
now  he  has  us  in  the  mountains  he  will  make  us  pay  through 
the  nose  before  he  will  take  us  to  Landolowit.  We  are 
prepared  for  that  and  will  surprise  our  colored  friend 
when  we  are  ready  to  leave. 

As  for  pay  for  all  of  the  boys  who  carried 
during  the  day,  I paid  two  sticks  of  tobacco  for  each  load 
and  let  them  settle  among  themselves  as  to  who  would  re- 
ceive tobacco. 

Our  trip  was  a very  pleasant  one  along  mountain 
trails  which  passed  through  a good  stand  of  tall  timber. 
While  in  the  highest  part  of  the  mountains  we  experienced 
quite  a severe  earthquake  which  loosened  the  earth  on  a 
cliff  and  brought  on  a generous  land  slide.  This  was  a 
new  experience  for  us. 
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3abli  has  done  a nice  piece  of  work  on  the 
house.  He  has  made  it  of  split  bamboos,  double  walled, 
and  a thick  sak  sak  roof.  in  front  he  built  a large 
veranda.  There  is  a stream  of  water  nearby  and  tons  of 
firewood.  The  cook  house  is  adjoining  and  in  ship  shape. 
3abli  produced  a much  better  house  than  the  average 
native  could.  We  felt  rather  pleased  after  we  were 
settled. 

November  20  (Tuesday).  Rabees.  Myself  hunt- 
ing in  the  bush  all  day  but  did  not  encounter  any  new 
species  of  any  kind.  Father  Otto  Meyer  reported  the 
probable  occurrence  of  Lacropygia  nigrirostris.  I am  un- 
able to  find  any  trace  of  this  bird.  Neither  do  the 
natives  recognize  any  species  other  than  the  Hacropvgia 
amboinensis  which  we  have  taken  in  series.  The  boys 
turned  in  a bunch  of  doves  to  bear  out  their  supposition 
that  only  the  one  Maoropygia  inhabits  the  island. 

November  21  (Wednesday).  Rabees.  Gpent  the 
whole  day  in  the  bush  again.  l got  caught  in  a perfect 
cloud-burst  during  the  afternoon  and  had  difficulty  ford- 
ing the  rivers. 

The  boys  spent  the  day  in  the  forest  of  the 
mountain  sides  and  returned  with  a slug  of  doves  again. 

3abli,  our  landlord,  came  into  camp  with  a few 
small  taro.  ne  tells  me  that  his  food  supply  is  limited 
just  at  the  present.  Sabli  would  make  a good  profiteer 
if  he  could  induce  someone  to  deal  with  him.  I was  able 
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to  obtain  another  Gallicoluraba  bee  carl  i during  the  day 


November  22  (Thursday).  Rabees.  A dull  misty 
day  which  made  the  hunting  a pleasure.  All  of  us  in  the 
bush  but  have  no  startling  results.  l have  concluded  to 
return  to  the  coast  and  get  our  effects  in  order  against 
the  time  when  the  Mission  boat  will  come  to  take  us  to 
Namatanai. 

Sabli  was  interviewed  regarding  carriers  but 
reports  that  all  of  his  clan  have  gone  off  to  the  coast 
to  church.  Father  Neuhaus  is  out  and  around  again  calling 
on  his  flock. 

November  23  (Friday).  Landolowit.  A nice 
moonlight  night.  I arose  at  3 a.m. , grabbed  Balawit  and 
sent  him  down  the  coast  to  obtain  sixteen  boys  from  Mr. 
Kyllert’s  plantation  and  take  our  things  down  to  the 
station. 

The  line  arrived  at  7 and  had  our  gear  in  the 
house  at  the  station  by  noon.  Thus,  we  had  no  need  for 
the  mountain  people  after  all. 

Rained  again  in  the  afternoon  so  cleaned  up  our 
camp  and  began  a final  pack  of  all  effects.  I don’t  know 
just  when  the  boat  will  arrive  but  will  be  ready  for  her 
in  advance. 

Kyllert  is  down  with  Gastric  Malaria  again. 

November  24  (Saturday).  Landolowit.  All  of 
us  hunting.  I can  still  use  river  kingfishers  and  rails. 
Myself  and  boys  spent  the  day  in  the  river  bottoms  and 
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secondary  bush  to  the  north  of  camp. 

Kyllert  killed  a pig  and  made  a generous  quantity 
of  sausage  for  all  of  us, 

November  25  (Sunday),  Landolowit.  Myself  to 

work  all  day  packing  up  dried  birds  in  tin  containers, 

Mrs.  Goultas  spent  a good  part  of  the  day  helping  Kyllert 
render  lard.  The  old  man  appreciated  the  schooling  he 
got. 

November  26  (Monday).  Landolowit.  Hunting 

alone  all  day  in  the  mountain  forests  and  returned  with 
a good  bag  of  material.  Siap  spent  his  time  in  the 
Nighthawk  country  and  obtained  two  specimens  of  that 
species. 

Aunali,  the  cook,  was  sent  to  bed  with  a swollen 

jaw. 


November  27  (Tuesday).  Landolowit.  Siap 
and  I hunting  together  and  obtained  four  rails  for  our 
morning’s  work.  We  adopted  a plan  of  standing  motion- 
less in  the  grass  when  we  heard  a bird  and  allowing  the 
calling  one  to  come  toward  us. 

The  Mission  pinnace  came  into  the  harbor  at 
3 p.m.  with  a note  advising  us  to  leave  for  New  Ireland  at 
daylight  in  the  morning. 

Spent  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  and  most  of  the 
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November  28  (Wednesday).  m/v  'Dulsi  Loma*. 

We  are  up  at  4 a.m.  and  have  all  of  our  effects  stored 
on  board,  breakfast  eaten,  and  a second  breakfast  con- 
sumed with  Idr.  Kyllert  by  6:30  a.m. 

The  Old  Man  is  most  distressed  at  our  leaving 
as  we  are  undoubtedly  the  first  lengthy  visitors  he  has 
ever  had  at  his  station.  He,  too,  shows  the  signs  of 
loneliness  from  his  years  on  this  station  without  con- 
tact with  other  whites. 

Our  trip  to  Namatanai  was  a most  pleasant  one 
with  a calm  sea  all  of  the  way.  About  1 p.m.  we 
sighted  smoke  and  as  we  approached  Namatanai  observed 
the  Bremerhaven  steaming  into  port.  3he  dropped  anchor 
just  as  we  are  within  hailing  distance  which  permitted 
us  to  go  alongside  with  the  small  pinnace  and  discharge 
our  cargo  right  into  the  steamer.  This  was  the  finest 
bit  of  fortune  we  have  struck  in  many  a day.  Once 
aboard  we  were  given  aocomodations  and  settled  down  to 
a Pleasant  trip  to  Rabaul.  Mr.  Palfryman,  of  His 
ajesty’s  Customs,  is  aboard  and  a number  of  inter- 
island people  as  well. 

In  the  evening  ashore  to  the  home  of  Lr. 
bannering,  the  missionary,  who  has  the  finest  home  on 
^bis  island.  Missionaries  do  not  want  for  good  homes 
and  Sood  food  - that  is  a certainty  - even  though  most  of 
them  bo  sacrifice  "all  for  their  work." 

Balawit,  who  accompanied  us  in  the  pinnace, 
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will  remain  in  Namatanai  until  we  return.  The  District 
Officer  refused  to  grant  him  permission  to  go  to  Rabaul 
for  the  short  duration  of  a couple  of  weeks.  Even  the 
ways  of  the  Service  are  most  queer  at  time.  Missionaries 
may  take  boys  where  they  wish  but  white  people  can’t  do 
things  like  that. 

November  29  (Thursday).  s/s  ’Bremerhaven’. 

We  sail  for  Kanieng  early  in  the  morning  and  reach  that 
port  about  2 p.m.  in  the  afternoon  just  in  time  for  a 
splendid  northwest  squall.  As  there  is  no  copra  awaiting 
the  ship  here,  she  sails  again  at  4 p.m.  for  the  western 
side  of  the  Island  of  New  Ireland.  No  one  goes  ashore. 

November  30  (Friday).  s/s  ’Bremerhaven’.  We 
reach  Patlangit  at  daylight  and  spend  several  hours  here 
too  while  copra  is  loaded.  This  one  is  another  of  those 
rotten  anchorages  that  infest  New  Ireland.  Continuing, 
we  reach  the  Duke  of  York  group  just  at  dark  and  anchor 
heaven  knows  where  on  a reef.  Ours  is  an  anxious  night 
when  strong  squalls  blow  up  from  the  northwest. 

December  1 (Saturday).  s/s  ’Bremerhaven*. 
Shortly  after  daylight  we  called  at  the  Methodist  Mission 
at  Ulu  but  found  that  they  were  not  ready  for  the  ship  as 
Consequently,  being  the  South  Seas,  the  ship  will 
Wait  and  call  again  Monday.  Whence  around  to  Stear’s 
Place  at  Mioki  where  the  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in 
loading  copra. 

December  2 (Sunday),  s/s  ’Bremerhaven*.  Ashore 
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in  the  morning  for  a long  walk.  Thence  for  a morning 
tea  with  the  otears.  No  work  accomplished  by  the 
steamer  to-day,  this  being  a Holy  Day. 

December  3 (Monday},  s/s  *Bremerhaven* . 

Around  to  Ulu,  loaded  copra,  and  thence  to  Sum  Sum,  on 
the  south  coast  of  New  Britain,  where  we  loaded  more 
cgpra  at  Peter  Utritch's  place.  Ourselves  ashore  for 
exercise  and  afternoon  tea  at  the  residency. 

December  4 (Tuesday).  Babaul.  Reached 
Rabaul  at  a a.m.  Mr.  Gascoigne  was  at  Ah  Tanis  wharf 
to  meet  us  and  transport  all  of  our  cargo  to  our  quarters. 

No  mail  from  the  States.  We  spent  the  day 
putting  our  house  in  order. 

December  5 (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  To  work  on 
notes,  letters,  and  bird  skins.  Discovered  that  the 
alcolhol  container  had  rusted  through  and  leaked  out  all 
over  the  case  of  birds.  This  necessitated  my  disposing 
of  a few  of  the  Manus  skins  and  the  repacking  of  all  of 
the  material  that  was  left  over  from  Manus. 

December  6 (Thursday).  Rabaul.  dontinue  to 
work  on  birds  and  bird  skins  as  previously. 

Transferred  my  account  from  Sydney  and  postponed 
Passage  on  the  Manila  boat  to  February  25th. 

December  7 (Friday).  Rabaul.  Wasted  most  of 
tbe  day  trying  to  obtain  a pest  clearance  through  the 
-^apartment  of  Agriculture.  That  was  not  obtained  but 

W;^-l  be  sought  after  again  to-morrow. 
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Purohasad  a number  of  supplies  again  to-day. 
Put  the  orsn  to  work  making  a new  tent  fly  for  the  roof 
of  our  next  house* 

Also  iound  time  to  go  to  work  on  alcohol 

material . 

December  8 (Saturday).  Rabaul.  After 
varied  and  sundry  attempts  succeeded  in  getting  an  ex- 
port clearance  from  the  Agriculture  Dept,  and  also 
another  from  the  Customs.  Continued  with  alcohol 
material.  Mrs.  Coultas  down  with  a very  nasty  cold. 

It  seems  that  an  epidemic  of  flu  or  '*Kus",  as  it  is 
called  here,  is  floating  about  Rabaul. 

December  9 (Sunday).  Rabaul.  Dirty  little 
"Dito, " with  irhom  we  have  had  trouble  since  he  first 
joined  us,  showed  up  again. from  Manus  and  without  his 
pay.  It  appears  that  the  doctor  neglected  to  put  him 
on  the  boat  first  of  all  and,  secondly,  refused  to  pay 
him  when  his  allotted  time  was  finished. 

I shall  take  him  to  the  Police  and  let  them 
finish  with  him. 

December  10  (Monday).  Rabaul.  Got  the  big 
case  of  birds  stencilled,  banded,  and  away  to  the  Govern- 
ment wharf.  Thence  returned  and  began  to  work  on  a 
box  of  small  bird  skins  and  the  land  snails  of  the  Lihir 
area.  The  crew  have  all  come  down  with  the  flu  now. 

This  is  customary  every  time  these  boys  come  to  Rabaul 
and  every  time  a Rabaul  boy  goes  to  an  outstation  as  well. 
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December  11  (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  The  whole 
day  packing  small  birds  and  shells.  As  always,  we  use 
small  ammunition  cases  or  12  guage  shot  gun  cartridge 
cases  with  about  an  inch  and  one  half  of  the  side  cut 
off.  These,  when  filled  with  either  small  birds  or 
land  snails,  weigh  between  six  and  seven  pounds  and  are 
well  under  the  parcel  post  limit  of  weight. 

December  12  (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  To  the 
city  early  to  purchase  supplies  and  effects.  In  the 
afternoon  while  helping  Diap  carry  a large  case  I 
stumbled  over  the  bed  roll,  fell  and  tore  my  right  eye- 
lid badly.  This  developed  into  a nasty  mess  and  neces- 
sitated my  going  to  a doctor.  The  same  Dr.  Spence 
pulled  the  flesh  together,  stitched  it,  and  covered  the 
wound  with  adhesive  tape. 

Home  again  and  spent  the  night  with  ice  packs 
over  my  eye. 

December  13  (Thursday).  Rabaul.  Trouble  with 
Yawa  this  morning.  He  has  been  acting  up  for  some  time. 
In  fact  ever  since  his  2 Pounds  of  money  were  taken,  '"'he 
minute  he  saw  my  eye  I believe  he  concluded  he  was  safe 
to  do  as  he  pleased. 

Therefore,  I was  forced  to  take  him  before  a 
District  Officer  and  break  his  paper.  I am  sorry  for 
the  boy  because  he  started  out  as  a most  willing  worker 
and  only  went  to  pieces  lately. 

Purchased  a number  of  earthenware  jars,  aprons. 
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and  baskets  from  the  Distriot  officers  which  had  been 
sent  down  here  from  Manus  in  the  Admiralty  Islands  to 
an  inter-island  "culture"  exhibit  of  some  kind. 
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These  earthenware  jars  are  most  brittle  and 
will  require  no  end  of  packing  to  get  to  the  Museum.  I 
shall  try  it  to  see  what  luck  I have. 

December  14  (Friday).  Rabaul.  No  work  to-day 
with  my  lamp  in  its  present  condition.  Mrs.  Coultas 
and  I spent  the  afternoon  with  a number  of  duty  calls. 

It  is  the  custom  in  this  part  of  the  world  to  spend  the 
hours  from  4 to  6 over  tea  cups. 

December  15  (Saturday).  Rabaul.  To  the  city 
and  to  the  bank  and  thence  to  work  on  accounts  for  the 
past  months.  These  are  in  pretty  fair  condition.  With 
the  present  outlook  we  will  have  just  enough  money  to 
carry  us  through  the  month  of  February  and  no  more. 

December  16  (Sunday).  Rabaul.  To  work  paint- 
ing cases  (brush)  even  though  we  will  only  be  a month  or 
two  longer  in  the  bush.  The  risks  of  deterioration  are 
too  great  to  risk  going  without  paint. 

December  17  (Monday).  Rabaul.  From  present 
indications  there  is  no  hope  of  our  leaving  town  until 
after  the  Christmas  holidays.  And  even  then  I am  afraid 
we  will  be  forced  to  resort  to  a charter  of  some  kind  to 
get  us  out  of  Rabaul. 

W.  R.  Carpenter’s  vessel,  the  "John  Bolton”, 
calls  at  the  Tabar  Islands  almost  regularly  every  three 
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months.  Though  in  times  of  stress  five  or  six  months 
is  not  an  unusually  long  time  to  wait  for  this  one  or 
another  vessel  of  this  type.  We  are  not  in  a position 
now  to  wait  as  we  did  on  the  coast  of  New  Britain  a 

couple  of  years  ago. 

Myself  engaged  all  day  at  birds  and  birds 
eggs,  also  mammal  skulls. 

December  18  (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  Packed  and 
dispatched  two  cases  by  parcel  post  to  New  York. 

An  American  ship,  the  "Shamrock",  sailed  into 
port  this  afternoon  without  an  engine.  They  are,  pre- 
sumably, on  their  way  to  Hong  Kong  from  Honolulu  and 
have  been  blown  off  their  course.  We  visited  them  but 
found  no  one  at  home. 

December  19  (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  The  old 
'Prance*  is  in  port  again,  this  time  laid  up  awaiting  a 
new  engine  from  down  south.  She  will  be  put  on  the 
Gilbert  Island  run. 

To  the  city  a number  of  times  for  small  odds  and 
ends  and  sundries. 

Thence  to  the  room  and  worked  on  a box  of  small 

birds. 

December  20.  (Thursday).  Rabaul.  Aunali,  the 
00<*,  is  sick  again  with  a fine  dose  of  Pneumonia.  We 
find  it  necessary  to  drag  the  poor  boy  into  the  back  room 
of  our  quarters  and  stake  him  out  where  we  can  watch  him. 
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otherwise  this  young  man  is  apt  to  go  and  sit  in  the 
salt  water  to  cool  off.  V?e  feel  the  need  of  his  services 
too  badly  to  let  him  kill  himself. 

Visited  the  American  schooner  "Shamrock"  and 
met  the  five  adventurers  who  are  aboard.  They  are  a 
mixed  crowd  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  Captain, 

Mr.  Eckman  being  from  Arkansas  of  all  places.  We  all 
agreed  to  have  Christmas  day  together. 

Myself  to  work  on  small  birds  again. 

December  21  (Friday).  Rabaul.  To  work  on 
small  birds  all  day  and  succeeded  in  packing  a small  case 
of  them. 

Mrs.  Coultas  now  has  all  of  our  stores  packed 
and  ready  for  the  last  camp. 

December  22  (Saturday).  Rabaul.  Managed  to 
get  to  the  post  office  and  dispatch  a box  of  birds  before 
a deluge  of  rain  settled  over  the  town.  We  are  in  for 
an  early  season  of  northwest  weather  from  all  indications. 

I 

This  day  we  were  forced  to  work  with  a lamp  lighted  all 
of  the  time,  a most  unusual  procedure.  Aunali  is  some 
better. 

December  23  (Sunday).  Rabaul.  The  whole  day 
indoors  with  rain  pelting  down  all  day  long.  To  work 
on  small  birds  inbetween  times.  At  others,  both  of  us 
were  forced  to  run  around  the  house  with  all  sorts  of 
containers  to  try  and  catch  the  drips  from  leaky  roofs. 
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December  24  (Monday).  Rabaul.  To  work 
packing  a box  of  small  birds.  This  was  dispatched  in 
due  course.  Mrs.  Goultas  at  work  labeling  and  dispatch- 
ing the  photo  negatives  of  the  past  field  camps.  Siap 
spent  most  of  the  day  hunting  for  fresh  vegetables  of 
sorts. 

December  25  (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  Our  new 
found  friends  from  the  sailing  ship  are:  Captain  Eckman 
and  son,  the  latter  is  about  17  and  called  the  "Pickanniny", 
of  Arkansas  and  Honolulu;  the  steward,  a New  Worker  named 
Exler  and  one  of  the  "chosen  people”;  a Canadian  seaman 
named  MacLaren  from  heaven  knows  where;  and  a German— Ameri- 
can New  Yorker  named  Keuhl,  the  latter  being  by  far  the 
smartest  man  in  the  whole  complement. 

The  men  of  the  ""Shamrock”  brought  some  American 
tinned  goods.  We  have  a sumptious  meal  of  watercress 
soup,  roast  duck,  with  sage  and  onion  dressing,  nice  brown 
gravy,  mashed  potatoes,  corn,  tomatoes,  lettuce,  nuts, 
cake,  coffee,  and  a case  of  beer. 

We  had  a most  enjoyable  day  and  ate  food  until 
we  nearly  burst.  It  certainly  seemed  good  to  have  these 
people  around.  We  chased  all  of  our  niggers  out  of  the 
place  and  did  our  own  dish  washing.  What  a treat  to 
find  white  people  who  weren’t  afraid  to  get  their  hands 
dirty  once. 

Our  own  boys  didn’t  do  so  badly  with  their 
Christmas  either,  with  tobacco,  corned  beef,  corn,  sweet 
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potatoes,  pineapple,  pau  pau  and  tomatoes. 

December  26  (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  Boxing  day 
for  the  English.  We  go  baok  to  work  on  bird  skins  and 
continue  at  it  all  day.  Though  I must  say  that  work  did 
not  progress  as  rapidly  as  it  should  have  after  our  day 
of  excesses  yesterday. 

December  27  (Thursday).  Rabaul.  "Dito”,  the 
culprit,  who  has  been  a pain  in  my  flesh  for  months,  was 
put  on  board  a ship  and  sent  home.  I hope  to  be  rid  of 
him  for  good  and  all  now. 

Mr.  Keuhl,  of  the  ’Shamrock*,  has  been  engaged 
to  clean  all  of  our  firearms  before  we  return  to  the  field 
again.  lie  is  a most  competent  workman  who  would  have 
made  a most  valuable  addition  to  the  expedition  if  we  could 
have  engaged  him  a couple  of  years  ago. 

Myself  to  work,  packed  and  finished  all  of  the 
small  birds. 

December  28  (Friday).  Rabaul.  Mailed  the  last 
small  box  of  bird  skins  and  began  a long  typewritten  ac- 
count of  the  birds  of  Lihir. 

Mr.  Keuhl  finished  up  all  of  the  guns  and  helped 
us  with  odds  and  ends  about  the  place. 

I visited  all  of  the  shipping  firms  but  could 
find  no  one  who  is  going  to  Tabar  within  the  next  days. 
Practically  all  shipping  has  been  upset  by  bad  weather 
and  the  holidays.  We  deplore  the  loss  of  time  here  in 

Rabaul  but  apparently  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it. 
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December  29  (Saturday).  Rabaul.  To  continue 
all  day  on  bird  notes.  Dr.  Ian  Eoglin,  the  Austrian 
Anthropologist,  who  has  been  making  a survey  of  the  Island 
of  Wageo  in  the  Ichouten  Group,  called  and  had  tea  with 
us.  He  reports  very  few  birds  in  that  group. 

Little  Dito,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  sent 
home  was  discovered  in  the  city.  He  jumped  ship  before 
the  boat  sailed  and  is  still  with  us.  Mr.  Dito  was 
promptly  slapped  into  the  calaboose  where  he  may  accept 
the  hospitality  of  the  Government  from  now  on.  I have 
been  trying  for  six  months  to  get  him  off  my  hands  and 
have  apparently  at  last  succeeded. 

December  30  (Sunday).  Rabaul.  Another  English 
holiday  and  no  stores  open.  I continue  with  bird  notes 
all  day. 

In  the  evening  I visit  Mr.  Chin  Him  of  the  motor 
ship  *Kwong  Chow’  and  ask  him  about  a passage  to  Tabar. 

He  is  not  going  until  the  25th  of  January  and  will  not  con- 
sider a charter  for  less  than  $325.00,  which  I think  is 
considerably  more  than  I care  to  pay,  though  in  all  fair- 
ness to  him  65  Pounds  Australian  for  such  a trip  is  not 
in  excess  of  the  customary  rates  charged  in  these  waters. 

We  will  probably  be  able  to  get  Mr.  Chin  Him  to 
Pick  us  up  at  'I'abar  and  take  us  to  Tanga  for  a lev/  days 
during  the  latter  part  of  January  and  the  first  of 
February. 
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January  1 (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  To  Chinatown 
this  morning  to  watch  the  Chinese  carry  on  their  Mew 
Year’s  celebrations.  These  consisted  of  a series  of 
dances,  Dragon  fights,  copious  quantities  of  firecrackers, 
etc.  Most  everyone  in  the  city  spent  a short  time  there 
watching  the  festivities. 

The  Chinese  use  firecrackers  to  drive  away  the 
evil  spirits.  In  turn  each  individual  storekeeper  must 
pay  a trifle  to  the  Dragon  fighters  who  display  in  front 
of  his  place  of  business,  otherwise  bad  luck  will  accompany 
the  next  year’s  business.  It  all  looks  to  me  like  a 
racket  from  start  to  finish. 

No  work  accomplished  this  day. 

January  2 (Wednesday).  Rabaul.  To  work  on 
bird  notes  again  and  this  time  with  a vengeance.  We  still 
await  visible  means  of  getting  out  of  Rabaul. 

George  Naess  visited  us  at  our  quarters.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  Iianam  is  in  town  but  leaving  for  Jacquinot 
Bay  to-night.  Jhe  will  return  on  the  8th  or  9th  at  which 
time  she  will  be  available  to  us  for  charter. 

January  3 (Thursday).  Rabaul.  Packed  most  of 
°hr  personal  effects  for  our  trip  to  the  States  in 
February. 

In  the  evening  Captain  Eckman  and  his  crew  enter- 
tained us  at  a lavish  dinner  in  Chinatown. 
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that  it  was  lavish  when  the  host  insisted  upon  alter- 
nating beer  with  cognac  - a glass  full  of  each  at  a 


time.  All  of  us  were  able  to  get  home  under  our 
own  power  around  midnight.  This  is  the  second  of  such 
performances  we  have  weathered  in  Rabaul  and  we  have 
been  able  to  keep  our  health  to  date. 

.January  4 (Friday).  Rabaul.  To  Chinatown 
this  morning  to  attempt  a charter  with  Captain  Chin 
Him  of  the  *Kwong  Chow. T He  insisted  upon  $200  this 
time  and  would  not  make  it  for  less.  I came;  to  an 
understanding  with  Chin  Him  who  will  pick  me  up  at 
Tabar  on  January  31st,  take  us  to  Tanga  Island,  remain 
there  several  days  with  us  and  continue  on  to  Rabaul 
from  Tanga  in  time  to  catch  a boat  to  Manila  in  February. 
Inasmuch  as  Chin  Him  wishes  to  spend  his  Chinese  New 
Year,  February  4th,  on  his  plantation  at  Tanga,  he  will 
allow  us  four  days  there  without  pay. 

Captain  Harold  Kook,  of  the  *Manam,  * has  agreed 
to  take  us  to  Tabar  for  the  sum  of  $125.00.  This  we 
consider  quite  fair  under  the  circumstances  and  as  near 
a bargain  counter  quotation  as  we  can  get. 

January  5 (Saturday).  Rabaul.  To  Chinatown 
this  morning  to  make  a number  of  last  minute  purchases. 

"dth  these  we  are  now  ready  to  go.  I continued  with  bird 
dotes  in  the  afternoon. 

January  6 (Sunday).  Rabaul.  Rained  most  of 
the  day.  e continued  with  notes  and  odds  and  ends. 
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Captain  ISckman  called  and  spent  most  of  the  day  with  us. 

. inuary  7 (Monday).  Rabaul.  Typed  notes 
and  prepared  for  our  departure  to-morrow.  it  is  rather 
squally  outside  so  hardly  expect  the  *Manam»  for  a 
couple  of  days.  The  northwest  has  come  in  with  unusual 
strength  this  year,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  we 
had  no  northwest  last  year. 

Hailed  packets  of  bird  notes  and  record  sheets 

to  the  Museum. 

January  8 (Tuesday).  Rabaul.  The  *ManamT 
arrives  late  in  the  afternoon  with  the  announcement  that 
she  will  be  able  to  accommodate  us  to-morrow  morning. 

Harold  Koch  reports  some  rather  uncomfortable  weather 
outside. 

January  9 (Wednesday),  m/v  ’Manam*.  We  were 
favored  with  a very  pleasant  day.  All  of  our  effects 
with  natives  3iap  and  Aunali  aboard,  we  sailed  from  Rabaul 
a-t  10:30  a.m.  Charley  Bowles  vail  take  us  to  Tabar  as 
uaroid  has  a number  of  matters  to  engage  his  time  in 

Rabaul. 

The  passage  down  3t.  George  Channel  was  most 
Pleasant  with  a good  stiff  breeze  pushing  us  along.  Cape 
^t.  George  at  the  southern  end  of  Hew  Ireland  was  passed 
at  8 P.m. 

January  10  (Thursday),  m/v  *Manam'.  A 
sPlendid  night.  We  are  on  the  lea  side  of  the  Island 

gives  us  no  sea  to  speak  of. 
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7e  have  another  bright  clear  day  which  en- 
hances the  view  of  the  mountains  of  the  interior  con- 
siderably. 

Reach  Namatanai  about  7:30  p.m.  and  go  ashore 
to  find  our  native,  Balawit,  whom  we  left  here  with  Mr. 
Kenney.  It  turns  out  that  the  boy  has  returned  to 
Lihir  in  our  absence.  After  a cup  of  tea  with  Mr* 

Kenney  we  continue  on  in  the  direction  of  Tabar. 

January  11  (Friday).  To  Tabar.  During  the 
night  a strong  steady  northwest  wind  springs  up  which 
holds  us  back  terribly.  At  7 a.m.  we  are  close  enough 
to  the  Island  of  Tabar  to  see  the  cocoanut  trees  but 
the  wind  i3  so  strong  that  we  do  not  cover  the  twenty 
miles  between  our  point  and  the  passage  between  ^abar 
and  Tatau  until  well  after  4 o* clock  in  the  afternoon. 

r7e  come  to  an  anchorage  finally  between  the  two 
Islands  and  conclude  to  wait  until  the  morning  to  run 
down  the  west  coast  and  anchor  at  the  village  of  Lumburu, 
where  we  will  find  a large  Government  rest  house. 

January  12  (Saturday).  Tabar  Island.  'Te  have 
a most  miserable  night  of  squalls  and  rain  and  are  most 
thankful  we  are  not  at  sea  with  such  a small  boat  as  the 
’Manam* . 

A native  arrives  at  daylight  and  pilots  us 
through  the  reefs  to  the  village  of  Tumundahr  or  Lumburu. 

At  the  village  v/e  find  a small  but  comfortable 
G°vernment  rest  house  just  as  had  been  told  previously. 
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Despite  ~.ie  i uin,  dll  oi  our  cargo  was  hustled  ashore 
and  none  too  soon, as  another  strong  northwest  squall 
set  in  which  drove  Captain  Bowles  out  to  sea  to  protect 
his  ship. 

Our  two  boys,  Siap  and  Aunali,  did  an  un- 
precedented act  in  putting  up  our  12  x 16  foot  mosquito- 
proof  room,  arranging  the  beds,  and  having  lunch  on  the 
table  in  one  hour's  time.  This  is  the  quickest  per- 
formance we  have  ever  seen. 

numerous  natives  assisted  throughout  the  day 
in  getting  our  cargo  arranged,  bird  drying  racks  put  up, 
an  awning  over  the  roof,  the  cook  house  put  in  order. 

Rain  continued  throughout  the  day  and  night, 
de  were  forced  to  plead  with  the  natives  for  firewood,  as 
they  were  very  reluctant  about  parting  with  their  supply. 

Usually  all  primitive  people  get  caught  with- 
out firewood  during  a prolonged  spell  of  wet  weather.  None 
of  them  bother  to  keep  a store  of  that  ahead. 

January  13  (Sunday).  Lumburu.  Up  early  as 
is  usual  with  us  in  these  bush  camps.  Still  raining 
V/ith  sharp  squalls  at  intervals.  ..'ind  shifting  from  the 
northwest  to  southwest  and  back  again.  A number  of 
Sttall  sharp  gales  during  the  day. 

v/e  are  very  comfortable  here  in  the  House 
lviaP"  - the  second  really  dry  one  we  have  found  in  the 
temtory. 

Also  learn  from  the  natives  that  this  is  where 
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William  Groves,  the  Australian  anthropologist,  his  wife, 
and  two  children  were  located.  Mrs*  Goultas  spends  a 
few  hours  putting  her  house  in  further  order.  Myself 
mending  one  of  the  bird  skinning  tables  that  has  developed 
broken  hinges  and  making  further  bird  drying  racks.  The 
house  is  badly  infested  w ith  white  ants.  We  shall  have 
a time  of  it  keeping  them  out  of  our  gear  while  we  are 
here,  even  with  a generous  application  of  creosote  over 
everything. 

We  learn  that  there  are  any  number  of  land 
snails  in  the  bush,  therefore  we  urge  all  of  the  small 
urchins  to  bring  us  half  cocoanut  shells  full  of  them. 

As  long  as  we  have  the  beads  we  had  better  make  use  of 
them. 

Two  natives  were  engaged  to  build  an  addition 
to  the  cook  house  in  the  morning  and  later  cut  firewood 
regardless  of  the  weather.  This  can  be  stowed  away 
under  the  house  and  also  above  the  fire  in  the  cook  house 
where  it  will  dry  out  in  time. 

This  village  is  apparently  a very  old  one. 

Cocoanut  trees  have  grown  to  a tremendous  height,  at 
least  200  feet  above  the  ground.  The  Pandanas  tree  is 
also  found  growing  to  250  feet,  higher  than  I have  ever 
seen  them  before.  Orange,  breadfruit,  and  lemon  trees 
grow  in  abundance. 

During  the  day  I shot  an  Eagle  ( Cuncuma)  and 
Siap  an  Ac  ci  pi  ter. 
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January  14  (Monday).  Lumburu.  3iap  and  I 
both  into  the  bush  where  we  remained  but  a short  time 
before  hard  rains  drove  us  back  to  camp*  I definitely 
located  a Pitta  but  was  unable  to  obtain  it. 

The  bush  here  is  similar  to  that  of  Lihir  Is- 
land. Plenty  of  good  virgin  forest  with  isolated  patches 
of  secondary  growth  and  here  and  there  a native  garden, 

Aunali’s  new  assistant,  Yammo,  proves  to  be 
a lazy  sort  of  an  individual.  1 am  afraid  he  will  not 
last  very  long. 

Mrs.  Ooultas  put  the  staff  to  work  making  leaf 
and  bamboo  windbreaks  on  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the 
veranda  and  also  the  cook  house. 

The  small  boys  bring  in  hundreds  of  land  snails. 
Mrs.  Goul  tas  engages  the  services  of  a young  woman  named 
"Kuka"  who  will  clean  shells  for  her. 

The  "John  Bolton",  W.  R.  Carpenter’s  ship,  was 
sighted  going  down  the  coast  this  morning  and  rolling  like 
a lobster  pot. 

January  15  (Tuesday).  Lumburu.  With  a native 
guile  a distance  of  about  five  miles  to  the  northard  to 
a large  grassland  area  where  quail  are  reported  at  times. 

■^e  hunt  the  area  persistently  but  find  only  the  small 
reed  bird  (Cisticola)  and  obtain  a few  examples  of  these. 
Natives  close  to  the  grassland  patch  inform  me  that  the 
qUail  (Exoalf actoria)  appears  at  times  but  at  others  is 
absent.  x presume  that  it  is  a migrant  from  the  other 
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islands  nearby. 

Mrs.  Coultas  hunting  for  a short  time  in  the 
mangrove  thickets  and  returned  with  a fine  example  of  a 
new  My  zone  la.  Also  we  obtain  for  the  day  a pitta  which 

appears  to  be  new,  a new  Laloge,  and  probably  a variation 
in  the  Pachycephala  of  this  island. 

Our  new  boy,  Yammo,  was  sent  to  the  Malay 
plantation  overseer  about  four  miles  distance  and  returned 
with  a number  of  fresh  eggs. 

Natives  brought  us  a fine  selection  of  fresh 
vegetables,  including  pineapples  and  pau  pau  far  beyond 
the  amount  we  can  consume.  These  people  have  large 
gardens  and  do  not  want  for  all  kinds  of  good  provender. 

January  16  (Wednesday).  Lumburu.  Heavy  rains 
and  hard  squalls  during  the  night  which  kept  everyone 
from  sleeping.  The  natives  were  worried  for  fear  the 
tall  cocoanut  trees  would  break  and  fall  on  top  of  their 
houses,  while  we  were  convinced  our  house  would  blow  away. 
Our  living  quarters  are  not  too  solid  and  when  they  begin 
to  shake  at  night  it  is  time  for  us  to  move  outside. 

All  of  us  hunting  again  to-day.  he  are  con- 
vinoed  that  the  Acoipiter  is  new  because  it  is  so  much 
barker  than  any  we  have  encountered  so  far. 

January  17  (Thursday).  Lumburu.  '“’his  is  our 
0nly  day  of  sunshine  during  our  stay  on  this  island.  My 
new  guide,  pa  lu  lu.  was  instructed  to  mkae  a couple  of 
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blinds  in  the  bush  where  we  can  secrete  ourselves  while 
looking  for  Pittas  and  ground  birds.  Siap  returns  with 
four  hawks  among  other  things. 

Esther  returns  with  two  more  Red  Honeysuckers 
which  we  now  believe  to  be  Myzomela  pulchella  or  a sub- 
species of  that  bird. 

January  18  (Friday).  Lumburu.  Mrs.  Coultas 
returns  with  seven  specimens  this  morning  and  feels  very 
proud  of  herslef.  Land  shells  are  coming  in  by  the 
hundreds. 

Siap  and  I in  the  bush  a short  time  until  we 
became  thoroughly  soaked  and  retreated  to  camp.  The 
high  winds  seem  to  be  driving  the  birds  down  to  the 
ground  and  sheltered  places.  Three  were  brought  in 
which  had  been  caught  in  snares. 

January  19  (Saturday).  Lumburu.  Heavy  rains 
during  the  night.  We  awaken  to  find  the  ground  covered 
with  water  everywhere.  Rain  continues  all  day  which 
makes  collecting  most  difficult.  We  procure  enough 
specimens  to  keep  us  busy  by  watching  the  trees  near  the 
house. 

The  hard  winds  have  driven  the  Man  o’war  birds 
in  from  the  sea  and  these  are  quite  content  to  remain 
high  in  the  air  over  our  camp  where  they  soar  all  day 
long,  apparently  just  riding  out  the  storm. 

The  rain  has  brought  out  the  land  snails.  Mrs. 
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Goultas  is  now  doing  a booming  business  with  these.  At 
least  six  varieties  have  been  brought  in  so  far  and 
several  more  known  kinds  have  been  promised. 

One  young  man  brought  in  a young  duckling  which 
is  placed  in  alcohol. 

January  20  (Sunday).  Lumburu.  Still  raining 
and  blowing.  We  were  up  again  at  least  a dozen  times 
during  the  night.  All  of  this  reminds  us  of  our  days 
at  Balaying  in  the  Baining  Mountains  of  Mew  Britain  when 
we  encountered  rain  on  56  of  the  60  days  we  spent  there. 

Our  new  cook’s  assistant,  Yaromo,  who  was  forced 
to  cut  firewood  against  his  wishes,  ran  away  and  sends  us 
a report  that  he  is  sick.  He  can  remain  in  such  a con- 
dition if  he  sees  fit.  We  will  engage  another  firewooder. 

January  21  (Monday).  Lumburu.  Started  the  day 
with  another  Eagle  Guncuma  which  I pulled  from  a good 
height.  I continued  into  the  bush  for  a short  time,  col- 
lected small  birds  and  returned  to  work  on  the  Eagle.  Rain 
kept  with  us  all  day. 

Jaip  had  a very  poor  day  and  returned  before 
toon  with  malarial  fever  and  a cold. 

Aunali,  the  cook,  has  fallen  in  love  with  Miss 
"Buka"  who  cleans  shells  and  has  turned  into  a rather  good 
workman.  I wish  we  could  keep  him  in  love  all  of  the 
time.  At  least  he  has  given  up  the  Mission  and  has  taken 
to  spontaneous  washing  again. 
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January  22  (Tuesday).  Lurriburu.  Driving  rains, 
nous  oj.  us  lei  t the  house.  I fashioned  a bird  drying 
device  out  of  a rubber  poncho  which  I tied  around  the 
hanging  racks  of  bird  specimens.  a small  kerosene 
lantern  which  we  have  been  using  in  the  cook  house  in  the 
evening  supplied  the  heat. 

Natives  brought  in  a new  type  of  black  flying 

fox. 


rNie  Methodist  Mission  pinnace  enroute  from  this 
island  to  New  Ireland  was  dismasted  this  morning  and  has 
put  back  until  the  weather  clears. 

January  23  (Wednesday).  Lumburu.  To  Dataro 
Plantation  this  morning  to  see  the  Malay  and  get  him  to 
do  a little  collecting  for  us  if  possible.  He  agreed  to 
hunt  for  me  the  rest  of  our  time  here.  Returning,  I got 
caught  in  another  storm  and  became  soaked  which  chilled 
me  and  brought  on  fever. 

I was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a good  bag  of 
birds  during  the  morning  and  Jiap  also  met  with  desirable 
material,  including  an  example  of  Alcyone  pusilla  which  he 
fou  hd  along  a water  course.  This  species, along  \<ith 
•^^23  lepidus . are  both  mixed  up  in  the  culture  of  the  Is— 
dand  and  are  therefore  * taboo*  to  the  natives. 

I have  tried  ever  since  coming  to  the  island 
get  natives  to  snare  specimens  for  me  but  they  will  not 
insider  such  a task.  Pitta  and  other  species,  yes,  but 
those  birds  mixed  up  in  their  culture. 
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January  24  (Thursday).  Lumburu.  The  home- 
made bird  dryer  with  the  rubber  ground  sheet  and  the 
kerosene  lantern  is  working  wonderfully  well.  I think 
in  the  future  I shall  not  bother  to  put  birds  in  the  sun 
but  will  use  such  a method  only.  The  birds  dry  more 
evenly  and  thoroughly  and  in  much  less  time  than  when 
placed  in  the  sun  and  later  brought  into  the  house.  The 
risk  of  injury  from  dermestes  is  almost  negligible  in  the 
latter  case  too. 

None  of  us  out  of  camp  to-day.  The  rain  con- 
tinued to  pour  as  usual. 

Natives  by  the  scores  from  all  parts  of  the  is- 
land continue  to  bring  in  little  bundles  of  shells.  We 
permit  them  to  do  the  cleaning  which  accounts  for  a 
rather  heavy  mortality  among  the  specimens  surrendered. 

At  that,  Mrs.  Goultas  will  have  an  excellent  collection 
by  the  time  she  is  finished. 

January  25  (Friday).  Lumburu.  Hard  rains 
again.  Myself  out  and  obtain  good  material  despite 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  3iap  takes  off  for  the 
other  side  of  the  island  to  sleep  and  return  on  the 
raorrow.  To  date  we  have  no  rails  but  I am  confident  we 
will  find  them  here. 

Shells  continue  to  pour  in  which  keeps  "Buka" 
and  her  associates  busy  all  day. 

Siap  returns,  wet  and  sick, in  the  evening.  He 

8bows  every  sign  of  Pneumonia  so  we  give  him  the  cure  — 
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hot  tea  and  whiskey  - until  he  is  about  ready  to  burst. 

January  £6  (Saturday).  Lumhuru.  This  is  a 
day  to  be  remembered.  The  Luluai  and  his  cohorts  from 
the  other  side  of  the  island  showed  up  a little  after 
noon  with  over  a thousand  flying  foxes  and  hats  which 
they  had  oaught  in  a cave.  All  of  them  had  been  ob- 
tained yesterday  evening  and  were  now  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  decomposition. 

We  went  to  work  and  saved  what  we  could  of 
them  but  found  the  tiny  bats  most  difficult  to  work 
because  their  wings  were  dried  and  very  brittle. 

I put  a quantity  in  alcohol  in  the  hope  that 
they  could  be  preserved. 

On  top  of  this  raft  of  material  3 Porphyrio 
and  3 Pitta  were  snared  with  ropes  and  brought  in.  Siap 
and  I were  both  out  early  in  the  morning  and  returned  with 
large  bags  of  specimens. 

All  in  all,  the  work  at  hand  kept  us  engaged  un- 
til well  after  midnight. 

January  £7  (Sunday).  Lumburu.  To  work  at 
5 a.m.  this  morning  and  thus  were  able  to  finish  our  left- 
over material  by  noon.  Just  when  we  were  looking  for- 
War<i  to  an  afternoon’s  respite  from  the  work,  who  should 
show  up  but  our  own  village  Ohief  with  about  a thousand 
dQjdooalia  esculenta  which  he  and  his  enthusiastic  corps 

haa  caught  during  the  early  morning  hours. 

the  Ohief  of  another  village 


It  would  not  do  for 
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to  catch  a great  mass  of  flying  foxes  without  these 
villagers  where  we  live  being  able  to  retaliate  with 
something  just  as  good. 

We  were  able  to  save  a few  of  the  small  swifts 
but  unfortunately  found  most  of  them  mutilated  badly. 

Rain  continued  all  day.  I am  most  thankful 
for  the  incentive  that  caused  me  to  rig  up  the  bird  dry- 
ing rack.  This  one  is  working  like  a charm  and  dries 
small  specimens  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  largest 
individual  we  have  handled,  a sea  eagle  ( Guncuma) , dried 
in  72  hours,  the  shortest  time  I have  ever  expended  in 
drying  one  of  these  specimens. 

January  28  (Mondqy).  Lumburu.  Still  in  camp 
with  the  rain  pouring  down  and  specimens  coming  in  all  of 
the  time.  Continued  bad  weather  seems  to  make  bird 
snaring  an  easy  matter  for  the  natives. 

■Siap  goes  out  for  a short  space  of  time  and  re- 
turns with  a big  bag  of  birds. 

The  whole  village  is  at  work  oleaning  shells. 

'Ord  has  got  out  that  we  will  be  leaving  shortly  so  every— 
°ue  is  bringing  in  material  as  fast  as  they  can,  thus  to 
take  advantage  of  the  beads.  LIrs.  Goultas  has  announced 
that  she  will  not  collect  more  after  to-morrow.  Hence 

a wild  last  minute  scramble. 

Carlos,  the  Malay,  sent  us  a number  of  specimens 

Whi°h  he  shot  on  his  plantation. 

January  29  (Tuesday).  Lumburu.  The  first 
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Hypotaenidia  from  this  Island  arrived  this  morning  and 
was  most  gratefully  received.  Siap  also  showed  up  with 
Geyx  lepidus. 

Both  of  these  speoies  are  mixed  up  in  the  cul- 
ture of  the  natives  and  consequently  are  protected. 

None  of  the  locals  would  or  will  help  us  in  any  way  to 
collect  these.  They  have  shown  by  their  ability  to 
snare  Pittas  and  other  species  that  they  could  bring  in 
kingfishers  and  rails  but  they  will  not.  Such  per- 
formances are  most  discouraging  to  us. 

The  collection  of  shells  for  this  island  is 
finished  with  a fine  1 rge  series  of  cleaned  material 
and  several  pints  of  alcoholics  as  well.  The  natives 
have  done  very  well  with  this  task. 

January  30  (Wednesday).  Lumburu.  Mrs.  Goultas 
has  counted  her  shells  and  now  has  over  9,800,  not  count- 
ing the  material  in  alcohol.  This  is,  by  far,  the  best 
showing  we  have  made  to  this  date. 

A number  of  specimens  were  brought  in  despite 
the  rain  which  kept  us  in  the  house  all  day  long  and  half 
downed  the  cook  house  and  its  inmates. 

January  31  (Thursday).  Lumburu.  lyself  away 
the  kunai  grasslands  with  Pah  lah  lu.  I am  still 
ih  hopes  that  I can  obtain  an  example  of  the  little  quail 
SSQalfaotoria,  but  am  doomed  to  disappointment.  ^hough 


We  hunted  up  and  down  in  the  grass  for  over  an  hour  we 
f°und  no  signs  of  these  birds.  I was  fortunate  enough 
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to  obtain  a new  Gollooalia  and  missed  another  species 
which  remained  too  high  in  the  air  for  my  gun  to  reach 

it. 

Both  of  us  returned  to  camp  shortly  after  noon 
to  find  a note  from  Chin  Him  telling  us  that  he  was 
anchored  at  the  north  end  of  the  island  and  would  be 
down  the  first  thing  in  the  morning  to  take  ourselves 
and  supplies  aboard. 

To  work  and  completed  birds  in  the  afternoon 
and  then  packed  for  our  journey  to  Tanga  Islands. 

February  1 (Friday).  m/v  ’Kwong  Chow*.  It 
was  no  small  degree  of  reluctance  that  we  broke  camp  and 
took  passage  aboard  the  Chinese  vessel  for  Tanga  Island. 
Another  month  on  these  Islands  would  have  given  us  a 
very  fine  series  of  the  ornis.  As  it  is,  someone  else 
will  have  to  finish  the  work  at  another  date.  And  I 
predict  that  new  species  will  be  encountered  there  as 
well. 

Once  aboard  ship  we  proceeded  around  the  Island 
a hang  on  anchorage  where  the  Kwong  Ghow  remained  for 
^he  rest  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  we  hove  up  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  Lihir  to  reach  that  station  at  daylight. 

February  2 (Saturday).  'Kwong  Ghow'.  Reached 
Llhir  at  daylight,  unloaded  rice  for  the  Mission  station 
Qn(l  continued  on  to  anchor  at  Boang  Island  in  the  Tanga 
Gr°up  of  islands  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 

Ashore,  we  find  a large  Government  rest  house 
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which  was  erected  some  two  years  ago  by  another  Australian 
anthropologist,  a Mr.  Bell. 

We  have  no  difficulty  transporting  our  few 
needs  ashore  to  the  temporary  camp,  our  beds  up,  and  bird 
skinning  paraphernalia  in  order. 

It  is  agreed  that  we  will  remain  here  until 
the  morning  of  the  9th  of  February,  whence  we  will  all 
go  to  Rabaul  together. 

The  Mission  schooner  ‘Theresa*  arrives  with  us, 
returning  a very  bewhiskered  Mission  Father  who  has  been 
visiting  his  flock  on  tnier  or  Feni  Islands.  The  Father 
knew  a few  words  of  English  which  enabled  us  to  converse 
on  the  ornithology  of  the  Islands.  It  appears  that 
Father  Meyer  has  written  here  to  Father  Mauer  repeatedly 
asking  the  latter  to  collect  specimens  for  him,  but  to  date 
Father  Mauer  has  been  so  occupied  with  the  vocabulary  of  • 
the  Tanga  people  he  has  not  had  time  to  collect  birds. 

February  5 (Sunday).  Boang  Island.  Father 
Mauer  cones  and  has  breakfast  with  us  - we  end  up  by 
spending  the  whole  day  attempting  to  learn  the  natives 
names  of  the  birds  of  this  group. 

The  Missionary  is  not  much  of  an  ornithologist 
^ut  he  is  trying,  with  some  success,  to  learn  the  native 
languages.  vVith  the  aid  of  one  of  his  Rabaul  boys  we 
translate  from  English  to  German  to  Rabaul  talk  to  Pidgin 
English  to  Tanga.  By  evening  we  have  a pretty  fair 

v°cabulary  put  together. 
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The  half-caste  Captain  of  the  r Theresa’  is  the 
best  local  field  ornithologist  in  the  Bismark  Archipelago. 

He  doesn’t  know  them  by  scientific  names  but  he  does 
understand  birds  in  the  field,  which  is  far  more  important 
in  the  end. 

February  4 (Monday).  Boang  Island.  A number 
of  small  boys  come  into  camp  at  daylight  and  inform  me 
that  they  have  located  a large  owl  in  a limestone  cave 
about  2-1/2  miles  down  the  bay.  Myself  with  this  army 
of  urchins  go  immediately  to  the  place  and  I find  the 
mouth  of  the  cave  to  be  located  about  175  feet  up  in  the 
side  of  a limestone  cliff.  I station  myself  about  half 
way  up  the  wall  of  stone  and  send  the  youngsters  ahead 
to  drive  out  the  owl  or  owls  with  sticks  and  stones. 

Sure  enough,  after  a few  minutes  of  activity  on 
the  part  of  the  boys  sin  owl  flies  out  and  is  taken.  It 
turns  out  to  be  a very  light  golden  phase  of  Tyto  alba. 

While  we  are  examining  this  bird  another  flies  out  and  is 
stunned  by  a boy  who  hits  it  with  a long  pole.  Thus  we 
are  able  to  procure  a pair  of  this  species  within  a very 
few  minutes  and  feel  that  we  have  made  a very  favorable 
start.  I return  to  camp  and  go  to  work  at  once  on  the 
two  Tytos  while  3iap  continues  in  the  bush  for  more  material. 

Mrs.  Coultas  assembles  a group  of  women  and 
children  and  starts  them  collecting  land  snails. 

Boang  is  not  the  best  Island  in  the  group  by  any 

means.  it  is  low,  for  the  most  part  coraline,  sandy,  and 
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without  fresh  water  anywhere.  Henoe  we  cannot  hope  for 
a very  great  variety  of  speeies. 

3iap  returns  late  in  the  afternoon  and  insists 
that  there  are  no  birds.  He  is  unable  to  locate  suoh 
reliable  species  as  Pachyoephala  and  Zosterops. 

In  the  evening  we  are  invited  to  a Chinese 
New  Year  celebration  which  is  the  4600th  anniversary  of 
Confucius.  Chin  Him  and  his  associates,  who  have  a 
small  plantation  here  besides  the  motor-ketch  rKwong  Chowr, 
assemble  every  year  (here)  to  celebrate  their  New  Year 
(February  4th). 

We  are  treated  to  a most  princely  banquet, 
which  includes  about  20  different  courses  ranging  from 
pickled  Chinese  fish  to  lily  bulbs  to  beer  and  whiskey. 

By  midnight  none  of  us  are  able  to  consume  any  more  so 
break  up  the  party  in  harmony. 

February  5 (Tuesday).  Boang  Island.  Hunting 
in  the  interior  this  morning.  After  progressing  about 
400  yards  from  the  beach,  we  climbed  a 200  foot  cliff  to 
a flat  plateau  which  covers  rather  evenly  the  whole  of 
the  interior  of  the  island.  Bird  life  was  far  from  being 
prolific  in  comparison  with  Tabor  island,  for  instance. 

The  surface  of  the  Island  of  Boang  is  covered 
with  a moderate  growth  of  secondary  bush  and  some  large 
timbers.  Native  gardens  are  quite  common  and  are  devoted 
to  yams  and  tapioca.  There  is  no  taro  grown  because  of 
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the  lack  of  moisture  in  the  porus  limestone  soil.  At  no 
place  did  I find  a dense  impenetrable  mass  of  underbrush 
with  vines  and  creepers  to  impede  one’s  progress. 

Rhipidura  rufiventris.  liino  dumontii.  and  Eos 
cardinal  is  are  by  far  the  most  common  species  in  the  bush 
here. 

Fresh  water  is  obtained  only  from  a make  shift 
well  at  the  Ilission  station. 

February  6 (Wednesday).  Boang  Island.  Remained 
in  camp  and  prepared  specimens.  \le  are  both  sick  from 
drinking  brackish  or  partially  salt  water.  One  Mission 
boy  brought  in  another  Tyto  and  one  Accipiter.  ^he 
latter  resembles  in  many  ways  the  same  species  on  Lihir 
Island. 

Tiie  natives  continue  to  bring  us  land  snails  but 
not  in  the  quantities  that  we  obtained  on  Tabor  Island. 

Our  Chinese  friends  keep  us  supplied  with  fish, 
^hey  are  by  far  the  best  race  of  foragers  I have  ever  met 
with.  Ho  matter  in  what  part  of  the  world  a person  finds 
them,  the  Chinese  will  eat  and  very  well  and  with  a good 
variety  of  comestibles. 

February  7 (Thursday).  Boang  Island.  Rain 
and  high  winds  again.  Te  have  had  so  much  of  that  this 
^ear  that  we  no  longer  give  it  consideration. 

All  of  us  collecting  at  intervals  and  turned  in 
a g0°h  bag  for  the  day.  Auiother  hawk  and  a number  of 
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Hirundo  tahitica  were  added  to  our  collections. 

February  8 (Friday).  Boang  Island.  Our 
last  day  here.  The  fifth  Tyto  and  the  first  Hypotaenidla 
were  brought  in  to  oamp.  Of  the  latter,  I certainly 
wish  I had  a dollar  for  every  hour  I have  spent  in  the 
bush  searching  for  this  species. 

I obtained  a number  of  Edolisoma.  These  ap- 
pear to  be  slightly  different  on  this  island  but  have 
the  same  habits  as  elsewhere  where  they  remain  in  flocks 
in  the  tops  of  trees  and  most  timid  and  difficult  to  ap- 
proach. 

February  9 (Saturday).  Boang  Island,  kanaged 
to  obtain  another  Hypotaenidia  and  a highly  desired  adult 
example  of  a male  Bdolisoma  before  we  broke  camp  and 
hurried  all  of  our  effects  aboard  ship. 

,7e  really  shouldn’t  complain  of  our  results 
from  such  a short  stay  but  we  do  feel  that  we  could  have 
accomplished  more.  Time  again  is  the  factor  that  puts 
a crimp  in  all  activities. 

Sailed  early  in  the  afternoon  for  Rabaul  and  ex- 
perienced a most  uncomfortable  time  of  it  with  a heavily 
loaded  ship  and  a strong  northwest  breeze  which  kicked  up 
a fairly  good  sea. 

February  10  (Sunday).  Boang  Island.  Early 
this  morning  we  got  in  the  lea  of  the  New  Ireland  coast 
and  enjoyed  smooth  sailing  until  early  afternoon.  Then 

We  rounded  Gape  St.  George  and  experienced  some  dandy 
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weather.  Being  heavily  loaded,  the  little  ship  acted 
like  a pendulum  and  nearly  rolled  her  masts  out. 

[February  11  (Monday).  Rabaul.  Reached  Rabaul 
at  6:30  a.m. , hurried  all  of  our  effects  ashore,  put  up 
our  bird  drying  racks,  and  went  to  work  putting  our  house 
in  order.  We  have  just  twelve  days  in  which  to  dispose 
of  all  of  our  effects  and  meet  the  mail  steamer  for 
Manila. 

Mr.  Ruehl  of  the  "Shamrock"  called  and  volunteered 
his  services  to  assist  us  in  bringing  the  expedition  to  a 
close. 

February  12-25.  Rabaul.  These  days  were 
spent  in  bringing  the  expedition  to  an  end.  Tie  birds 
from  the  last  collecting  areas  were  dried,  labeled,  packed, 
and  dispatched  to  the  Museum. 

The  larger  alcohol  specimens  of  both  birds  and 
mammals  were  placed  in  a five  gallon  milk  can,  soldered  up, 
and  dispatched  by  ocean  freight. 

Bmall  birds,  mammals,  and  conchological  material 
was  packed  into  pint  glass  jars,  which  in  turn  were  each 
tapped  in  copious  quantities  of  excelsior  and  packed  in  a 
long  flat  case  for  transport  by  freight. 

The  five  Manus  pottery  bowls  which  gave  us  some 
c°ncern  were  each  covered  with  a thick  layer  of  uow  or 
hemP  which  was  wrapped  in  layers  around  each  bowl  and 
sev'ed  to  the  side  of  the  same.  The  interior  of  each  bowl 
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was  packed,  tightly  with  excelsior.  After  packing,  the 
bowls  were  wrapped  again  in  excelsior  before  placing  in 
a packing  case,  We  went  to  especial  pains  to  make  sure 
that  no  part  of  any  of  the  fine  specimens  touched  each 
other  or  the  packing  case.  I am  pleased  to  say  that 
they  all  arrived  at  the  Museum  in  excellent  condition. 

Other  specimens  or  materials  were  in  turn  pre- 
pared and  forwarded. 

All  of  our  surplus  equipment  from  the  bush,  in- 
cluding beds,  mattresses,  blankets,  chairs,  tables,  tin 
cases,  ammunition,  old  guns,  canvas,  etc.  were  sold  out- 
right to  Captain  Koch  of  the  ’Manam’  for  the  sum  of  ten 
Pounds  Australian.  I am  sure  he  was  as  pleased  to  re- 
ceive them  as  we  were  to  dispose  of  them. 

February  25.  s/s  ’ Nankin* . This  day  we  bid 
a reluctant  farewell  to  Rabaul  and  our  Australian 
associates,  stepped  aboard  the  s/s  ’Nankin’,  of  the  eastern 
and  Australian  Line,  which  carried  us  to  Manila  in  the 
Philippine  Islands.  There  we  took  passage  on  an  Ajmer i can 
mail  boat  which  transported  us  to  Jan  Franoisoo  and  al- 
lowed us  to  cross  the  continent  to  New  York  by  April  ^>0, 
1^35;  thus  bringing  to  a close  an  expedition  which  had 
lts  beginning  in  the  Jouth  Pacific  Islands  some  fifteen 
years  previous  to  this  time. 
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Lolobau  Island 


Lolobau  Island,  situated  in  Latitude  4°  55* 
south  and  151°  10*  east,  lies  south  and  west  of  the 
Gazelle  peninsula  of  New  Britain  Island  and  is  but  a 
few  miles  off  the  coast  of  the  latter  island.  In  truth, 
it  comprises  two  extinct  parasitic  cones  of  the  larger 
and  active  volcano,  ‘Father,*  of  the  mainland  of  New 
Britain. 

While  making  a survey  of  the  oinis  of  New 
Britain  Dr.  Mayr  cautioned  me  to  be  on  the  lookout  for 
Lorius  araabills,  a parrot  which  had  been  taken  on  the 
mainland  only  a few  miles  distant  from  Lolobau  island. 
While  working  the  mainland,  I was  never  fortunate 
enough  to  locate  an  example  of  this  new  species  and  con- 
cluded that  it  might  possibly  have  come  from  the  small 
island  nearby. 

Hence,  in  October  1933,  while  enroute  to  Long 
Island  off  the  northeast  coast  of  New  Guinea,  I availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  of  visiting  this  little-known 
island  of  Lolobau.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  no 
naturalist  has  ever  set  foot  upon  it  before. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  spent  from  October  8 - 
10  on  the  island  during  which  time  a consistent  search 
was  made  for  anything  new  which  might  come  to  light. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  fresh  water  no  natives 
make  their  permanent  homes  here.  Fishing  parties  from 
the  main  island  often  camp  along  the  fore-shore  for  a 
few  days  while  engaged  in  their  pursuits,  and  again  rim- 
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away  parties  driven  out  of  their  homes  on  the  mainland 
use  the  island  for  a base  to  recuperate  before  pro- 
ceeding elsewhere. 

Considerable  difficulty  with  vines  and  dense 
undergrowth  hampered  the  survey.  Boys  were  engaged  to 
cut  trails  up  the  mountainsides  and  later,  after  the 
noise  of  their  activity  had  subsided,  a survey  was  made. 

The  following  comprises  a complete  list  of  all 
the  species  seen,  heard,  and  taken.  The  ornis  is 
entirely  that  of  New  Britain  and  far  more  representative 
in  species  than  the  other  smaller  islands  off  the  coast 
of  the  larger  island. 

Natives  also  reported  a large  black  hawk, 
which  would  probably  be  Henicopernis . 

Birds  of  Lolobau  Island 

1.  Demi-egretta  sacra 

2.  Nycticorax 

3.  Aviceda  subcristata 

4.  Haliastur  indus 

5.  Accipiter  novaehollandiae 

6.  Haliaeetus  leucogaster 

7.  Megapode 

8.  Shore  birds  - several  kinds  of  sandpipers  and  a curlew 

9.  Ptilinopus  insolitus 

10.  " rivoli 

11.  " super  bus 

No  solomonensis  was  seen  and  the  natives  do 
not  report  it* 
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12.  Ducula  van  wyckii 
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13,  « rubricera 

14„  Myristicivora 

15.  Macropygia  amboinensis 

16.  M nigrirostris 

17.  Rienwardtoena  brownii  (not  seen  but  heard) 

18.  Chalcophaps 

19.  Henicophaps  - obtained 

20.  Gallicolumba  beccarii 

21.  " jobiensis 

22.  Coloenas  nicobarica 
23..  Domicella 

24,  Trichoglossus  ornatus  aberrans 
25  Charmosynopsis  placentis  pallidor 

26.  Micropsitta  pusio  pusio  - obtained 

27.  Eclectus  (Lorius  roratus) 

28.  Geoffroyus 

29.  Cacomantis  - obtained 
^0.  Eudynamis  - obtained 

21.  Scythrops 

22.  Centropus  ateralbus 

22.  Caprimulgus  (heard  at  night  but  not  seen) 
34.  Hemiprocne 

25.  Ceyx  lepida 

36,  Halcyon  saurophaga 
Halcyon  chloris 
28.  Tanysiptera 
39  • Eury  stomas 
4°«  Pitta 
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41.  Lai age 

42.  Coracina  papuensis 

43.  Coracina  lineatus 

44.  Edolisoma 

45.  Dicrurus 

46.  Corvus 

47.  Rhipidura  rufiventris 

48.  * leucophrys 

49.  Monarcha  alecto  chalybocephalus 

50.  Aplonis  metallica  nitidia 

51.  " canteroides 

52.  Mino  dumonti 

53.  Cinnyris  jugular  is 

54.  " sericea 


55. 
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The  Volcano  ’Father' 


As  explained  in  the  notes  of  Lolobau  Island 
the  Volcano  'Father'  lies  on  the  northwest  coast  of 
New  Britain  Island,  is  active,  and  is  also  the  highest 
and  largest  volcano  on  or  near  the  Island. 

Because  of  a broken  flap  valve  on  the  engine 
of  the  little  schooner,  'Pato,'  on  which  we  were 
traveling,  two  days,  October  11th  and  12th,  1933,  were 
expended  on  the  slopes  of  the  volcano  'Father'  in 
search  of  the  unique  parrot,  Lorius  amabilis.  This, 
fortunately,  is  the  type  locality  for  this  bird. 

Though  numerous  examples  of  the  common  species 
Domicella  were  taken  for  examination  not  one  single  ex- 
ample of  the  Lorius  in  question  was  observed. 

It  was  at  this  camp  that  I had  the  unique 
distinction  of  killing  two  cassowaries  (Casaurius  bennetti) 
with  one  shot.  These  were  taken  with  a 20  gauge  shot 
Sun,  number  10  shot* 
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Rooke  Island 

Rooke  Island  lies  in  5 degrees,  29  minutes 
South  latitude  and  147  degrees,  46  minutes  East 
longitude.  It  is  a relatively  small  island  being 
only  some  22  miles  long  by  12  miles  wide.  The 
island  itself  is  distinctive  in  that  it  is  separated 
from  New  Britain  by  Dampier  Strait  and  from  the 
Mainland  of  New  Guinea  by  Vitiaz  Strait.  Both 
bodies  of  water  are  dangerous  for  small  vessels 
nearly  all  the  year  around. 

The  island  also  is  limited  in  the  way  of 
anchorages.  All  of  them  are  open  to  a sudden 
reverse  of  the  wind;  ie,  should  a vessel  use 
Luther  anchorage  at  the  north  end  of  the  island 
during  the  time  the  southeast  monsoon  is  blowing 
a sudden  (and  of  frequent  occurrence)  shift  of  the 
wind  to  the  north  west  would  trap  the  vessel  there. 
For  this  reason  few  small  vessels  care  to  call  at 
this  particular  island. 

The  ’Whitney  Expedition  spent  from  October  21st 
to  November  9th,  1933  at  Luther  Anchorage  at  the 
extreme  north  end  of  the  island  while  Mackenzie 
undertook  repairs  to  the  excentric  of  the  engine  of 
his  vessel.  As  only  a limited  time  was  available 
for  an  ornithological  survey,  attention  was  centered 
species  not  ootained  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Meek  during  his 
sojourn  on  this  island  in  July  and  August  1913. 

Luther  Anchorage,  where  we  spent  our  time,  is 
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not  a satisfactory  place  from  which  to  undertake  an 
ornithological  survey.  There  are  no  natives  living 
at  this  end  of  the  island.  In  fact,  we  did  not  see 
a single  one  during  our  entire  visit.  There  are  no 
trails  in  the  bush  except  wild  pig  trails,  which  of 
course,  are  many  times  grown  over  some  two  feet  or 
more  above  the  ground.  Mosquitoes  and  sand-flies 
may  be  encountered  in  droves,  and  are  particularly 
ferocious.  Even  though  we  used  a mosquito  net  at 
night  and  lighted  smudge  fires  as  well,  the  sand-flies 
gnawed  us  so  badly  we  acquired  the  appearance  of 
people  afflicted  with  measles  toward  the  end  of  our 
stay. 

The  following  list  comprises  species  taken 
which  were  not  recorded  by  Hartert  or  which  showed 
unusual  characteristics: 

BIRDS  OF  ROOKE  ISLAND 

1.  Tanysiptera  - one  specimen  - sight  record  to  show 
white  tail.  Common  in  the  true  bush. 

2.  Eudynamis  - one  specimen  - not  common  in  the  true 
forest  and  difficult  to  collect. 

3.  Capr imulgus  - 10  specimens  - Common,  roosting  during 
the  daytime  in  mangrove  swamps  near  areas  of  salt 
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water , where  dense  small  bushes  and  sand  are  found* 

They  will  often  wait  until  the  hunter  is  within  a 
few  feet  of  them  before  flushing.  When  alarmed 
they  will  fly  only  a few  feet  before  settling  down 
again.  Very  difficult  to  distinguish  from  their 
surroundings.  They  apparently  depend  almost 
entirely  upon  coloration  for  protection. 

4.  O'possum  - one  - Not  common  in  the  area  visited. 

5.  Cisticola  - 19  specimens  - Quite  common  in  isolated 
patches  of  kunai  grass  which  are  scattered  over  the 
north  end  of  the  island.  Early  in  the  morning  and 
late  evening  they  are  found  perching  on  the  tops  of 
long  blades  of  grass.  During  the  day  when  the  heat 
is  greatest,  they  apparently  retreat  into  the  deep 
forest* 

Strange  to  say  we  found  no  finches  inhabiting  these 
isolated  patches  of  grass.  Perhaps  they  are  re- 
stricted to  other  parts  of  the  island,  and  un- 
doubtedly migrate  from  and  to  the  mainland  of 
New  Guinea. 

6*  Myzomela  - one  specimen  - Saw  only  this  one  example 
in  a small  bush. 

?»  Alcyone  pusilla  - one  specimen  - Found  this  one 
example  in  the  mangrove  swamps.  Evidently  very 
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rare.  I did  not  encounter  Alcyone  websteri 
previously  recorded  but  heard  it. 

8.  Micropsitta  - 9 specimens  - Found  working  about 
on  the  trunks  of  large  Komarari  trees  in  the 
true  forest.  They  are  not  plentiful  on  Rooke 
Island  and  about  as  wild  as  the  same  species 

on  New  Britain. 

9.  Ptil inopus  insol itus  - one  pair  - Only  this  one 
pair  seen,  evidently  they  are  rare  on  the  island. 

10.  Ptilinopus  superbus  - one  for  record, 

11.  Tr ichoglossus  - one  for  record. 

12.  G-allicolumba  beccarii  - one  pair  - Probably  com- 
mon but  very  difficult  to  obtain.  My  shoot-boys 
were  supposed  to  have  spent  many  hours  searching 


for  this  bird. 
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Heim  Islet 

Heim  islet  is  a small  sandy  atoll,  200  yards 
long  by  30  yards  wide  situated  some  three  miles 
straight  north  of  Rooke  Island.  It  is  low  (not 
over  3 feet  above  sea-level)  flat  and  practically 
without  vegetation.  Exposed  to  weather  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year  it  shows  evidences  of  being 
swept  frequently  by  high  waves. 

Terns,  gannets  and  possibly  petrels  use  this 
place  as  a breeding  ground.  Turtles  too  come  ashore 
and  lay  their  eggs  here.  Natives  from  Rooke  Island 
visit  the  place  periodically  for  turtles  and  sea 
birds  eggs. 

There  is  no  water,  nor  cocoanut  trees  on  the 
island.  The  ammonia  fumes  are  particularly 
abnoxious . 

The  Whitney  Expedition  spent  Oct.  19  and  20th 
camped  on  the  islet  in  hopes  that  roosting  petrels 
might  be  encountered.  Unfortunately  not  a single 
bird  lighted  on  the  place  while  we  were  there. 

That  the  place  is  used  as  a nesting  colony 
is  apparent  by  the  number  of  nests,  dead  birds 
(both  young  and  adult)  and  eggs  scattered  about. 

It  is  quite  apparent  to  me  now  that  the 
Petrels  of  this  area  roost  and  nest  in  the  perpendic- 
ular cliffs  which  surmount  the  mainland  of  New  Guinea 
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at  Cape  Fortification,  south  and  west  of  Rooke 
Island.  Unfortunately  a landing  at  Cape 
Fortification  would  not  have  been  possible  at 
this  time  of  year. 

No  birds  were  collected  on  Heim  Islet, 
as  none  came  near  enough  to  be  taken. 


tftoi  itid 

. 

jjS  &idieeo<*  nee  d ev&d  Jon  bii/ow  iioiiBoit  i - *i  o ■; 

:c  s-:iJ  .ii>- 

M : iC  .by JoaiXcv  sist  ebii-  oM 

. 


xfa  3 


LONG  ISLAND 

Long  Island,  or  Ahrup  by  native  name,  lies  in 
Longitude  147  16*  East  and  Latitude  5 15*  South.  Such 

a position  places  the  island  about  70  miles  from  Madang 
in  the  Mandated  Territory  of  New  Guinea,  30  miles  from 
Rooke  Island  and  about  60  miles  from  Baga-bag,  a small 
islet  near  Sir  William  Dampier  Island.  Ahrup  is  of  vol- 
canic origin,  with  high  tree  clad  mountains  at  the  southern 
and  northern  portions  while  the  oenter  is  neatly  dished 
out  to  form  a lake.  The  accompanying  freehand  drawing, 
while  not  intended  to  be  strictly  accurate,  will  give  a 
very  fair  idea  of  the  land  mass  as  a whole,  as  seen  from 
Luther  Anchorage,  Rooke  Island. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  landed  on  the  northeast 
coast  of  Ahrup  the  eleventh  of  November  1933,  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  camp  and  oolleot  specimens,  using  the 
village  of  Malala  as  a base.  The  reasons  for  selecting 
Kclala  as  headquarters  were  three-foldr  first,  being  an 
island  of  very  recent  volcanic  eruption  there  are  no  good 
harbours,  anchorages,  or  inlets  in  which  to  anchor  a 
vessel.  To  secure  holding  ground  for  a small  craft  it  Is 
necessary  to  approach  within  15  yards  of  the  beach  where 
breakers  roll  in  very  heavily  and  then  moor  the  ship  with 
lihes  fore  and  aft  to  prevent  the  waves  from  washing  her 
nshore.  Second,  it  has  been  the  experience  of  the  Whitney 
Expedition  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  particular  terri- 
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tory  will  know  the  habits  and  kinds  of  birds  which  occur 
in  the  region  where  they  live  and  can  often  be  of  great 
assistance  in  obtaining  some  especially  desirable  specimen. 
As  there  are  only  two  small  villages,  Kalala  and  Bok,  and 
Malala  presented  the  best  anchorage  in  the  southeast 
season,  which  had  not  yet  ended,  we  had  small  ohoice. 

Third,  Malala  possesses  the  distinction  of  a "House  Kiap"  - 
it  has  become  the  oustom  of  the  natives  of  the  Mandated 
Territory  to  build  a small  but  comfortable  house  of  native 
materials  for  the  accommodation  of  government  officials 
when  making  patrols.  The  District  Officer  in  Rabaul  had 
suggested  that  we  use  these  houses  when  they  were  unoc- 
cupied and  his  kind  offer  has  been  of  the  greatest  as- 
sistance. 

It  was  a matter  of  some  concern  to  land  cargo 
without  damage  from  salt  water*  The  boys  would  hold  the 
boat  just  back  of  a breaking  wave,  then  pull  rapidly 
through  the  foam  to  the  steep  shelving  bit  of  beach,  which 
scarcely  deserves  the  name,  where  a crowd  of  men,  women, 
children  siezed  trunks,  benzine  tins  and  cargo  of  sorts 
and  hurried  it  ashore.  When  an  unexpectedly  large  wave 
oame  rolling  in  two  boys  dived  into  the  water  holding  the 
bo*  of  the  boat  in  such  an  effective  anchor-like  manner 
all  of  our  cargo  remained  perfectly  dry. 

The  "House  Kiap"  was  only  large  enough  for 
8laeping  quarters  and  flys  were  erected  for  protection  from 

ba  sun  and  rain  when  working  on  specimens. 
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Zoster  ops  was  the  first  bird  taken  on  Long 
Island,  Before  the  camp  was  in  order  one  of  these 
bright  little  creatures  perched  on  the  roof  of  our  house 
from  whence  it  was  driven  to  a large  tree  and  so  con- 
tributed to  the  knowledge  of  the  ornis.  This  bird,  much 

larger  than  its  New  Britain  cousin  and  entirely  different 
in  coloration,  is  abundant  in  the  scrub  bush,  about  the 
villages  and  even  in  native  gardens.  Great  flocks  of 
them  move  from  one  feeding  tree  to  another  and  I have  seen 
them  come  in  to  feed  in  such  numbers  that  both  the  black 
Myzomela  and  the  yellow-breasted  dove,  Ptillnopus,  took 
off  and  left  the  field  entirely  to  the  small  usurper* 

There  are  hundreds  of  these  birds  on  Long  Island  and  their 
boldness  is  a direct  contrast  to  the  usual  shyness,  in 
other  islands.  Perhaps  the  enormous  numbers  would  account 
for  it. 

Owing  to  its  isolated  position  and  lack  of 
Jollities  for  ships.  Long  Island  is  probably  the  largest 
island  in  the  Mandated  Territory  without  a white  trader  or 
Planter.  Not  even  the  mission  societies  have  penetrated 
here.  The  two-hundred  odd  natives  are  visited  by  the 
Patrol  Officer  of  Hadang  Distriot  twice  per  year  and 
reasonably  often  by  a Japanese  or  Chinese  fisherman.  Less 
often  by  recruiters  in  need  of  fresh  food  for  their  crews. 

A hoys, who  have  been  returned  from  working  on  planta- 
tiobs,  speak  fairly  good  English  and  are  only  too  willing 
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to  aot  as  interpreters,  A ship  is,  naturally,  the 
cause  o f much  exoitement,  and  before  we  were  settled  for 
the  night  practically  every  native  had  either  come  to 
"look-look**  or  to  inquire  for  trade.  It  is  always  with 
difficulty  that  we  make  the  native  understand  that  we 
oannot  sell  trade  goods  (it  is  illegal  for  anyone  with- 
out a Trader’s  License  to  receive  money  for  articles 
from  natives)  but  here  the  situation  was  softened  by  the 
fact  that  we  could  pay  them  for  birds  they  caught  on 
strings.  This  seemed  more  than  pleasing  to  them,  for 
like  most  natives  who  have  infrequent  intercourse  with 
white  people  they  are  good  ornithologists,  and  at  onoe  be- 
gan the  work  of  placing  such  snares  as  they  had,  while  the 
women  began  the  more  tiresome  process  of  manufacturing 
more  ropes. 

The  making  of  rope  snares  begins  with  the 
stripping  of  bark  from  a tree.  While  the  lengths  are 
still  wet  and  exuding  gummy  substances,  the  women  begin 
pounding  them  with  stones.  The  pounding  continues  until 
toe  pulp  is  broken  down  and  only  toe  strong  fibers  remain. 
These  are  carefully  washed,  then  one  at  a time  coiled  like 
a true  rope  and  placed  in  the  water  hole  for  several  dayst 
after  which  they  are  taken  out,  dried  underneath  a house, 

I presume  they  must  be  dried  in  the  shade,  and  either 
braided  or  twisted  into  ropes  which  are  not  only  used  for 
snares  but  any  number  of  purposes.  Probably  rope-making 
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is  among  the  daily  tasks  of  the  women  - someone  always 
seemed  to  be  pounding  fiber. 

The  "Luluai",or  chief  of  Idle  village,  had  come 
to  pay  his  respects  as  soon  as  we  were  on  shore.  He 
was  a withered  old  person,  much  tattooed  and  so  toothless 
that  he  employed  a "monkey"  (young  boy)  to  chew  his  betal- 
nut  and  expectorate  into  a small  nicely  carved  wooden  cup 
from  which  the  old  man  would  drink  the  substance.  The 
"Luluai"  spoke  only  a few  words  of  "pidgin"  and  really 
ruled  through  his  son,  who  was  the  "Tul-tul”,  or 
Representative  appointed  by  the  government  to  rule  ac- 
cording to  the  few  laws  made  by  the  whites  for  the  oonduot 
of  natives,  We  explained  our  need  of  fresh  food  and 
were  promised  supplies  in  the  morning. 

It  was  only  a short  time  past  "true  light"  (sun- 
up) the  next  day  when  yams,  mummies,  eoooanuts,  tapioca, 
and  pumpkins  began  arriving.  Pood  is  abundant  on  Long 
Island;  we  were  continually  obliged  to  turn  away  produce. 
Boys  who  had  returned  from  working  on  plantations  had 
brought  back  seeds  of  beans,  tomatoes,  corn,  watermelons, 
and  squash.  The  soil  is  of  good  quality  and  the  gardens 
well  cultivated.  The  people  are  naturally  agriculturists, 
men,  women  and  children  all  working  in  the  gardens,  with 
the  consequent  result  that  each  village  possesses  common 
storehouses  which  are  filled  with  "drys"  yams,  pumpkins, 
and  such  produce  as  will  keep  indefinitely  (if  properly 

cared  for)  even  in  the  tropics. 
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fta.L^ls-  and  Megapode  were  both  nesting  near  the 
village  and  eggs  were  hunted  every  day  and  brought  for 
sale  in  addition  to  those  of  the  domesticated  fowl. 

Greens,  "’bush  spinach",  is  an  every  day  dish  with  these 
people.  They  use  the  leaves  of  three  different  trees 
of  a fichus  variety,  preparing  them  by  boiling  in  water, 
then  dressing  with  grated  coooanuts.  We  use  this  dish 
almost  daily  ourselves  and  feel  that  it  aids  greatly  in 
retaining  one's  good  health  in  a moist  humid  climate. 

It  was  impossible  not  to  learn  the  interesting 
history  of  Ahrup  during  our  stay.  According  to  native 
legend,  Ahrup  was  at  one  time  a large  active  volcano, 
much  higher  than  Tolokiwa,  and  with  a large  population. 
Eventually  an  eruption  occurred  which  blew  the  cone  com- 
pletely out  of  the  center  of  the  island,  throwing  out  hot 
stones  and  lava  and  killing  the  people, with  the  exception 
of  one  woman  who  escaped  in  a canoe  to  the  mainland  of 
New  Guinea  where  her  descendants  are  supposed  to  be  living 
now. 


There  is  no  reason  to  discredit  this  story  and 
every  reason  to  believe  it,  for  most  certainly  the  formation 
of  Ahrup  points  to  a very  recent  eruption*  There  are 
lar8*  areas  of  exposed  lava  as  one  approaches  the  crater, 
thei>e  are  no  streams,  only  waterholes  and  seepages,  and 
timber  is  all  very  young*  Long  Island  possesses 
Poetically  no  true  forest,  the  large  trees  are  all  of 
8ott  »°oa,  quickly  growing  varieties,  most  of  the  lend 
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being  covered  with  scrub  bush  and  dense  underbrush* 

Such  thickets  are  extremely  annoying  to  hunt  birds  in 
as  every  specimen  which  falls  must  mean  much  time  spent 
in  cutting  away  oreepers  and  vines  to  retrieve  it. 

On  November  23rd,  Mr.  Coultas,  accompanied  by 
Idle  Tul-tul  and  a small  boy,  made  a trip  to  the  crater 
lake  with  the  idea  of  establishing  a camp  there,  if  prac- 
ticable. The  natives  had  already  told  us  that  there  was 
no  possible  way  of  reaching  the  water  after  one  came  to 
the  edge  of  the  crater,  but  white  people  must  always  look 
for  themselves. 

The  trail  led  through  bush,  scrub  timber,  and 
over  loose  bed3  of  lava  which  made  walking  rather  difficult. 
As  the  natives  had  told  us,  there  was  no  possible  mode  of 
descent  - the  oould  be  estimated  roughly  as  about  five 
miles  long  by  three  to  four  miles  wide.  The  water  ap- 
peared murky  and  dirty.  The  walls  of  the  crater  were 
either  sheer  red  stone  or  shelving,  loose  shale  with  here 
and  there  a handful  of  grass  but  no  trail.  To  have  at- 
tempted to  climb  one  thousand  feet,  or  the  thirteen  hundred 
feet  which  the  aneroid  showed,  over  the  loose  stones  would 
have  been  madness,  for  a landslide  would  most  certainly  be 
started  which  would  either  bury  the  adventurer  or  pitch 
him  into  the  lake  below. 

■Hie  TUl-tul  told  us  that  two  white  men  had  wished 
to  examine  this  body  of  water,  one  a doctor  and  the  other 
a Patrol  Officer,  but,  like  ourselves,  had  given  up  the 
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idea  after  looking  over  "the  ground. 

There  is  no  way  of  telling  whether  this  lake 
is  fresh  or  salt  water*  The  inhabitants  insist  that  it 
is  salt,  basing  their  theory  on  the  fact  that  a small 
spring  which  seeps  out  near  the  coast  is  brackish,  but 
there  are  other  springs  whioh  are  fresh  water,  therefore 
the  surmise  is  rather  weak. 

The  present  inhabitants  of  Ahrup  are  descendants, 
third  and  fourth  generations,  from  Tolokiwa  and  Rooke  Is- 
lands. They  are  well  built  people,  being  slightly  tall 
and  having  a much  better  carriage  than  the  New  Britain 
people.  With  the  exception  of  one  small  girl  who  was 
very  light  yellow  and  Mongolian  in  feature,  the  Ahrupites 
are  dark  chocolate  color,  much  tattooed  and  clean  skinned. 

I observed  no  yaws  or  elephantiasis. 

It  was  rather  curious  that  these  people  should 
have  a custom  of  the  Carolines,  that  of  rubbing  the  body 
with  cocoanut  oil  and  washing  small  infants  in  cocoanut 
milk. 

Festivals  or  sing-sings  in  conjunction  with  the 
circumoision  of  the  youths  and  their  initiation  into  the 
tribe  occurred  during  our  visit.  The  ceremony  began  about 
four  o’clock  Sunday  afternoon  and  ended  some  time  during 
Wednesday.  We  were  invited  to  attend  and  did  so  Sunday 
afternoon  and  twice  in  the  evening. 

A platform  similar  to  a small  town  bandstand  had 

been  erected  in  the  circular  clearing  in  the  village  and 
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here  sat  eight  youths  each  beating  a beautifully  carved 
wooden  drum  covered  with  the  skin  of  the  iguana.  Three 
old  men  walked  to  and  fro  near  the  stand  also  beating 
drums*  The  two  male  dancers  were  the  first  to  appear 
and  were  covered  completely  in  grass  capes.  Layer  upon 
layer  of  grass  had  been  woven  into  a long  skirt  which 
reached  from  the  waist  to  the  ground.  Another  layer  en- 
circled the  neck  concealing  the  arms  and  reaching  well 
down  over  the  lower  skirt.  Long  pointed  masks,  painted 
with  glaring  reds,  blues,  and  whites  covered  the  faces 
and  extended  well  down  the  chests.  The  heads  were 
covered  with  cassowary  plumes,  and  from  the  crown  waved  a 
feather  wand.  These  mounds  of  grass  and  feathers  moved 
with  remarkable  rapidity,  circling  about  the  stand  while 
the  audience  Joined  in  a chant  of  rather  solemn  tone. 

After  a short  time  the  two  grass  dancers  ran 
off  to  the  bush  and  two  young  girls  appeared.  They  had 
piled  "pul-puls”  grass  skirts  one  on  top  the  other  to 
form  huge  bustles  which  moved  up  and  down  whenever  they 
took  a step.  *33ie  breasts  and  upper  arms  were  well  covered 
with  white  beads  and  shell  money  "tambu"  and  all  wore 
boar‘3  tusks.  The  two  girls  linked  arms  and  kept  step 
as  they  circled  about  the  stand  singing  all  the  while  and 
°nly  pausing  to  work  the  knees  in  a bending  up  and  down 
lotion  which  caused  the  grass  skirts  to  fly  high  in  the 
a*r*  As  the  evening  progressed,  the  number  of  female 
dancers  increased  to  eight,  but  never  more  than  two  men  ap- 
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peared  at  one  time.  Whether  the  same  men  danced  all 
night,  or  whether  it  is  customary  for  only  two  to  ap- 
pear at  one  time,  I do  not  know.  There  was  a certain 
beauty  and  rhythm  about  the  dancing  of  the  women,  they 
never  missed  a step  and  were  wonderfully  aoourate  in 
timing  the  gyrations  of  the  grass  skirts,  while  the  most 
remarkable  part  of  the  men's  dancing  was  the  quickness 
of  their  movements. 

We  inquired  about  the  cassowary  plumes  and  were 
informed  that  they  bought  them  from  the  New  Guinea  boys. 
They  were  -valued  very  highly. 

Most  of  the  men  on  Ahrup  now  wear  the  ugly 
calicos  "lap-laps"  but  the  women  still  wear  the  pul -puls, 
made  of  fine  fibers  of  grass  and  woven  onto  a twisted 
rope*  These  grass  skirts  are  all  the  uniform  light  tan 
oolor,  about  ten  inches  long  in  front  by  six  inohes  wide, 
the  thighs  are  entirely  exposed  and  the  skirt  reaches  to 
the  back  of  the  knees.  The  hair  is  shaved  off  of  the 
head, with  exception  of  a broad  V on  the  crown,  and,  on 
festive  oooasions,  the  shaved  area  was  painted  either  red 
°r  blue;  these  powder  paints  having  been  brought  in  by 
Japanese  fishermen  are  rapidly  decreasing  the  use  of  lime 
and  betal— nut  juice  for  personal  adornment. 

0* Possums  are  very  numerous  and  when  we  were  pre 
paril*g  specimens,  the  men  would  always  come  and  request 
that  lay  aside  the  male  genital  organs  for  them, 
inquiry  revealed  that^Ls  one  of  their  beliefs  that  the 
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eating  of  the  genital  organs  of  the  oT possum  has  the 
power  to  incite  great  passion  and  make  the  consumer  ir- 
resi stable  to  a woman  whose  favor  he  is  seeking. 

The  bush  is  over-run  with  wild  pigs  and  the 
natives  hunt  them  continuously  with  spears  and  bows  and 
arrows.  our  two  Aitape  "shoot-boys""  took  guns,  the 
natives  took  spears,  and  on  Thanksgiving  Day  four  pigs 
appeared,  A wild  pig  feast  is  always  an  excuse  for 
further  feasting. in  the  eyes  of  kanakas  and  they  worked 
for  hours.  They  made  soup  of  bananas  and  cocoanuts  in 
benzine  tins.  Puddings  of  grated  tapioca,  cocoanuts  and 
bush-fowl  eggs  were  moulded  into  huge  balls  the  size  of 
grape-fruit,  wrapped  in  leaves,  and  baked  in  hot  stones. 

No  one  would  dare  to  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  Long 
Island  were  undernourished.  They  have  an  abundance  of 
good  food  and  it  reflects  in  their  good  health. 

Unaccustomed  as  they  were  to  having  white  people 
in  their  village,  the  Malala  people  worked  hard  to  help 
us  obtain  a good  oolleotion  of  birds.  In  addition  to 
snares,  they  used  small  throwing  stones  with  slings  and 
they  were  remarkably  accurate  with  them  too.  Bows  and 
arrows  seemed  to  be  in  evidence  all  of  the  time  but  birds 
were  only  brought  in, which  had  been  shot  with  them,  a few 
tiroes.  Whenever  a small  swiftlet  appeared  along  the 
beach  it  wa3  time  for  the  children  of  the  village  to  ap- 
pear armed  with  stioks  of  wood  and  throwing  stones  and 

*bey  literally  dubbed  them  to  death. 
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On  the  22nd.  of  November  the  wind  changed  from 
the  south-east  to  the  north-west  and  continued  to  blow 
from  that  direction,  with  sharp  squalls  of  rain  at  inter- 
vals. Plans  had  been  made  to  leave  Malala  for  the  Ad- 
miralty Islands  the  first  of  December  but  we  held  off  for 
several  days,  the  material  earning  in  all  seemed  interesting 
and  new  and  the  sea  was  running  so  high  that  we  couldn’t 
get  our  equipment  on  board  the  "Pa to.” 

The  wind  and  rain  squalls  showed  no  signs  of 
abating  — one  hour  would  be  fair,  the  nest  full  of 
squalls  - and,  on  December  4th,  we  decided  to  carry  our 
cargo  overland  to  the  eastern  coast  where  the  "pato”  was 
sheltering.  On  December  5th,  both  villages  appeared  to 
help  us  and,  unaccustomed  as  these  people  were  to  carrier 
work,  they  managed  to  transport  all  of  our  effects  in 
little  more  than  half  a day.  We  piled  the  oargo  on  the 
beach,  covered  it  with  tarpaulins,  and  tried  to  keep  our 
effects  dry.  The  natives  talked,  now  that  we  were 
leaving  and  there  would  be  no  more  "marks"  they  were  sorry 
"too  much”,  and  there  would  be  no  more  calioos  for  catching 
ground  birds,  other  masters  wouldn’t  pay  for  birds.  They 
suggested  that  Ahrup  was  a good  place  to  live  and  they 
Wanted  someone  to  come  and  start  a station  so  they  could 
have  a place  to  buy  trade  goods.  They  didn’t  like  the 
long  canoe  journey  to  Hooke  Island;  only  recently  they  had 
lost  a canoe  with  ten  men  and  two  women  and  certainly  it 
Was  no  good  to  lose  all  their  people  at  sea. 
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The  old  men  called  our  attention  to  the  place 
where  the  German  steamship  had  anchored  when  the  boys 
were  taken  away  to  Madang.  Only  one  of  these  boys  re- 
turned — a really  fine  old  kanaka  who  spoke  both  English 
and  Malay  and  acted  in  our  behalf  many  times.  Another 
pointed  out  a fallen  tree  trunk  where  a Patrol  Officer 
had  sat  down  to  "spell White  people  are  suoh  in- 
frequent visitors  here  that  every  move  they  make  is  ob- 
served and  recorded  in  someone's  head. 

Although  we  had  gained  the  advantage  of  being 
out  of  the  direct  path  of  the  wind  by  moving  across  the 
island,  there  were  still  breakers . from  a steady  swell 
which  seemed  to  make  up  Just  outside  the  island.  We 
loaded  the  boat  carefully  and  managed  to  get  the  birds  on 
board  dry,  but  our  luck  wouldn't  hold  and  the  second  boat 
swamped.  We  worked  the  remainder  of  the  day  salvaging 
and  drying  trade  goods  and  personal  effects.  The  deck 
of  the  "Pato"  was  covered  with  wet,  dribbling,  flapping 
clothes,  and  the  wet,  dribbling  rain  coming  down  kept  every- 
thing from  drying.  We  had  worked  all  day  doing  a task 
which  with  favorable  weather  could  have  been  accomplished 
in  about  two  hours. 

Just  at  dusk  there  was  a great  shouting  on  shore; 
our  old  friend  Na  Lam  had  speared  a wild  pig  and  wanted 
to  send  us  a ham.  We  sent  in  the  boat  and  it's  truly 
wonderful  what  a cheering  effect  fresh  meat  can  have  on  one 

after  thinking  of  the  tinned  article. 
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The  morning  of  Deoember  6th  saw  our  first  good 
weather  for  exactly  two  weeks  and  we  set  out  for  Manus 
with  a calm  sea  and  a bright  sun  shining, 

— Mrs,  W.F,  Coultas 

BIRDS  - LONG  ISLAND 


1,  Puffinus  leuc  ornelas  5 

2,  Fregata  ariel  1 

3,  Demiegretta  sacra  1 

4,  Myotic  orax  3 

5,  Pandion  2 

6,  Megapode  10 

7,  Hypotaenidia  5 

8,  Amaurornis  (species}  2 

9,  Ptilinopus  solomonensis  6 

10.  Ducula  pristrinaria  1 

11.  Gallus  - True  bush  fowl  3 

12.  Macropygia  2 

13.  Chaloophaps  stephani  1 

14.  Gallicolumba  beocarii  5 

15.  Domioella  1 

16.  Charmosynopsis  5 

17.  Eudynamis  21 

18.  Caprimulgus  10 

19.  Gollocalia  esculenta  3 

20.  Halcyon  saurophaga  2 
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21. 

Halcyon  ohloris 

15 

22. 

Merops  Salvador!  i 

41 

23. 

Pitta  (species  - new?) 

8 

24. 

Hirundo 

9 

25. 

Hdolisoma 

1 

26. 

Saxioala 

6 

27. 

Monarcha  inornatus 

1 

28. 

Pachycephala 

8 

29. 

Cinnyris  jugularis 

2 

30. 

Myzomela  nigrita 

7 

31. 

Myzomela  ery  thro  thorax 

3 

32. 

Zosterops 

29 

33. 

Lonchura 

9 

34. 

Small  black  flying  fox 

1 

35. 

0*possum 

8 

237  indi  vi  dual  s 
35  species 

1.  Puffinu3  leueomelas  - 5 specimens.  This  species 
was  taken  resting  on  tlie  water  in  the  vicinity  of  Long 
Island.  One  flock  of  them  must  have  numbered  at  leaslfc 
one  thousand  individuals.  Probably  they  were  migrating 
at  the  time  (December  6th,  1933).  Petrels  were  unsuc- 
cessfully search  fro  at  Long  Island,  Ritter,  and  Heim 
Islet. 


Natives  of  this  area  do  not  know  of  a roosting 
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place  for  them,  although  they  recognized  an  old  specimen 
of  Puffinus  assimilis  from  the  Caroline  Islands  which  I 
had  with  me*  We  also  observed  an  all  black  petrel  which 
appeared  to  be  much  smaller  than  the  one  taken  and  ap- 
peared singly,  instead  of  in  flocks,  between  the  western 
end  of  New  Britain  and  Dampier  Island*  This  might  have 
been  Puffinus  heinrothi*  Natives  questioned  did  not  know 
of  their  roosting  site  or  nesting  grounds. 

On  Long  Island,  Petrels  might  roost  inside  the 
large  crater  in  the  center  of  the  island  but  no  one  has, 
as  yet,  found  any  trace  of  a trail  which  would  make  in- 
vestigation of  the  lake  and  its  surrounding  cliffs  possible 

2.  Fregata  ariel  - 1 specimen*  This  bird 
roosts  in  small  numbers  at  the  western  end  of  Long  Island  . 
One  specimen  was  obtained  for  record. 

3*  Demi -egre tta  sacra  - 1 specimen.  Common* 

One  specimen  taken  for  record.  Native  name:  Tarrh . 

4*  Nyotioorax  oaledonious*  — 3 specimens.  Fair 
ly  common;  The  bird  retreats  into  the  interior  of  the  is- 
land during  the  day,  coming  down  to  the  coast  to  feed  in 
the  early  evening.  As  all  of  the  mountain  forest  is 
secondary  growth,  small  trees, and  vines,  the  bird  is  dif- 
ficult to  find  since  it  hides  in  the  tops  of  trees  which 
are  oovered  with  creepers*  Food:  shrimps,  fish,  snails, 
lizards.  Native  name:  Ka  ru  ko  ro  nah. 

5.  Pandion  - 2 specimens.  The  universal  fish 
hawk  i3  very  common  on  the  island.  No  less  than  a dozen 
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were  observed  during  our  stay  there*  Native  name:  Was  sah 

6*  Megapode * - 10  specimens.  The  bush  fowl  is 
very  common.  The  loose  volcanic  soil  affords  nesting 
facilities  all  over  the  lower  slopes  of  the  mountains. 

Westing  was  in  progress  during  our  visit,  but,  unlike 
Megapodes  of  other  islands,  colonies  are  not  formed  but 
individual  nests  were  found  within  a few  yards  of  the 
village.  Nests  yield  from  two  to  fifteen  eggs  and  I can- 
not yet  say  definitely  how  many  are  deposited  by  one 
female. 

Food  of  the  Megapode  consisted  of  snails,  worms, 
grubs,  some  vegetable  matter,  yams,  mummies,  bananas, 
beetles,  long  worms,  stones  and  grasshoppers  in  small 
quantities. 

Native  name:  Ma  lau.  By  a curious  coincidence 
this  is  also  the  name  of  the  bush  fowl  in  Samoa  and  in 
parts  of  the  Admiralty  Islands. 

7.  Hypotaenidia  phllippensls  - 5 specimens. 

These  specimens  were  all  taken  by  natives  with  rope  snares. 
'Hie  method  of  snaring  the  bird  is  almost  the  same  as  that 
used  by  the  New  Britain  natives.  The  women  pound  the 
bark  of  a tree  until  it  is  soft  and  pliable  and  only  the 
strong  fibers  remain.  These  are  washed  and  dried  care- 
fully, then  twisted  into  ropes.  The  snares  are  set  in 
grass  or  dead  leaves,  with  a running  noose  and  the  rope 
sad  fastened  to  a bent  sapling  which  pulls  into  an  upright 

Position  when  the  noose  tightens  on  the  bird.  I gave  out 
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a quantity  of  strong  fish  line,  cut  into  lengths,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  more  specimens  but  for  some  peculiar 
reason  the  native-made  ropes  were  the  ones  which  trapped 
the  birds,  I do  know  that  the  lines  were  set. 

No  nests  were  found  but  the  bird  is  supposed  to 
nest  on  the  ground.  The  natives  report  that  it  visits 
their  gardens  at  night  and  feeds  on  young  yams,  taros,  etc. 
The  stomach  contents  showed  snails,  long  worms,  beetles, 
stones,  and  vegetable  pulp  which  would  be  bananas  or  yams. 
The  bird  is  probably  common  on  the  island  al- 
though I did  not  see  it  in  the  bush,  Na_tive_name: 

Bveng  eh. 

8.  Amaurornis  - species  - 2 specimens.  Like  the 
proceeding  species  both  of  these  specimens  were  caught 
by  natives  with  ropes,  although  I did  see  one  in  the  top 
of  a banana  stock  but  at  some  distance.  The  natives  say 
that  this  species  is  not  constant  in  coloration  but  some- 
times is  speckled  with  white  tc  a fax  greater  extent  than 
the  few  white  feathers  in  the  breast  of  the  specimen  for- 
warded, They  also  report  them  as  fairly  rare,  but  it  may 
that  the  shy  and  retiring  habits  of  the  bird  make  it 
kut  little  known. 

Stomach  contents:  vegetable  matter,  bananas, 
tootles,  snails.  Native  name:  Koyoi  veh. 

9.  Ftllinopus  solomonensls  - 6 specimens. 

Very  common  in  the  tops  of  trees  and  shrubs.  This  species 

*aa  covered  with  fat  the  time  the  Whitney  Expedition 
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visited  Long  Island,  hence  only  a limited  number  of  speci- 
mens were  prepared. 

The  food  consisted  entirely  of  small  fruits,  es- 
pecially a small  pink  and  yellow  berry  which  grows  in 
clusters  like  cherries.  This  same  berry  is  used  as  food 
by  the  natives.  Native_name:  Seh  guhl. 

10.  Duoula  prlstrinaria  - 1 specimen.  This 
migratory  pigeon  was  found  to  be  very  common  on  the  Island. 
One  sees  them  traveling  in  flocks  of  10  to  50,  at  a great 
height, from  the  various  islands  to  Hew  Guinea  early  in 

the  morning  and  during  the  evening.  Not  only  this  speoies 
but  Myrlstl civora  and  Caloernas  nioobarioa  as  well.  It  is 
reported  that  great  numbers  of  these  birds  migrate  from 
the  Sepik  River  valley  to  the  Schouten  Islands  to  roost. 
Native_namer  Bahl. 

11.  Gallus  - 5 specimens.  I was  greatly  sur- 
prised to  find  a wild  jungle  fowl  on  Long  Island.  They 
have  intermingled  so  badly  with  the  domestic  fowls  which 
the  natives  have  imported  that  it  was  almost  impossible 

to  find  a good  specimen.  The  bush  is  full  of  these  birds 
great  numbers  are  snared  by  the  natives  for  food.  A 
few  even  come  into  the  native  compounds  and  interbreed 
with  the  domestic  fowls. 

I questioned  the  residents  about  the  origin  of 
these  birds  and  was  told  that  the  natives  who  first  came 
from  Tolokiwa  and  Rooke  Island  after  the  big  eruption 
f0«>l  the  birds  on  the  island,  and  at  that  tire  moat  of  the 
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birds  had  pure  black  tails  (cockerels}*  The  eggs  are 
very  small  and  round.  Five  were  found  in  one  clutch 
but  with  such  well  developed  embryos  that  they  were  im- 
possible to  save  for  study. 

The  present  breed  of  fowl  cultivated  by  the 
natives  on  Long  Island  is  a pure  white  bird,  I think  a 
Leghorn.  These  were  brought  to  the  Island  by  the  TU1- 
tul  after  he  had  completed  a three  year  period  of  in- 
denture on  a plantation  and  purchased  from  Mr.  Money  at 
Gissoram  Plantation,  Hooke  Island.  Nativejiame:  Vru  ru. 

IE.  Maoropygia  - 2 specimens.  Not  a common 
3pecies  on  Long  Island.  A few  are  heard  oalling  from 
time  to  time  in  the  bush.  Entirely  a small  fruit  eater. 
NaUvejname:  Tu  kah  wak. 

13.  Ohalcophaps  stephanl  - 1 specimen.  Every- 
where on  the  island,  probably  the  most  common  speoies  next 

Zoster  ops.  Entirely  a small  berry  eater.  No  record 
of  beetles  or  grubs  in  the  stomachs. 

Male  - Kaph  kaph 
Female  - Kahm  ding 

14.  Gallic olumb a beooarll  — 5 specimens, 
fairly  common  but  very  difficult  to  obtain, as  on  all  other 
islands.  beocarll  lives  almost  entirely  on  the  ground  and 
keePa  to  thick  underbrush.  I have  never  heard  this  bird 
Utter  a oall  note  and  hence,  unless  actually  sighted,  one 
is  unaware  of  it  until  the  whirr  of  wings  as  it  flys  up 

roia  ik®  ground  warns  the  hunter. 
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Food  is  snails,  grubs,  ants,  beetles,  and  the 
long  white  worms  which  are  so  common  everywhere  in  the 
islands. 

Native  name:  Purrrh 

15.  Domloella  - 1 specimen.  A few  in  the 
forest.  One  specimen  for  record* 

Native  name:  Drau. 

16.  Charmosynopsls  - 5 specimens.  Rare*  An 
occasional  one  or  a pair  frequent  the  native  ooooanut 
trees  to  feed  on  the  nectar  of  the  flowers.  We  worked 
hard  to  obtain  these  specimens  and  procured  all  we  saw  or 
heard. 

Native  name:  Ka  ring  ier. 

1?.  Kudynami s — 21  specimens*  Very  common. 
Fortunately  on  Long  Island  there  are  no  tall  trees  in 
which  there  birds  can  hidej  therefore,  they  must  remain  in 
the  scrub  and  the  bush  where  they  are  much  easier  to  find. 
This  species  will  play  hide  and  seek  with  anyone  and  is 
®nough  of  a ventriloquist  to  make  his  position  misleading. 

are  very  noisy  and  can  be  heard  at  all  hours  of  the 
day  or  night.  They  were  nesting  at  the  period  we  visited 
island  and  one  egg  was  found  in  a nest  of  Monaroha 

^Sornatua. 

Tiie  natives  delight  in  referring  to  the  young 
mal®3  changing  to  mature  plumage  a3  "half-castes." 


Native  name:  Tah  rong. 
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18.  Caprlmulgus  - 10  specimens.  Common. 

Like  the  birds  on  Rooke  Island,  these  spend  the  hours  of 
daylight  roosting  on  the  ground  in  fairly  open  sandy  or 
loose  soil  near  the  salt  water.  They  were  nesting  during 
our  stay  and  several  were  caught  by  hand  by  the  natives. 

Food:  flying  insects,  gnats,  flying  ants. 

Native  name:  Tah  rong 

19.  Collooalia  esoulenta  - 3 specimens.  Only 
a few  specimens  observed.  These  three  were  obtained  by 
small  boys.  Unlike  this  species  in  other  localities 
they  did  not  gather  in  the  clearings  in  numbers  affording 
me  an  opportunity  to  shoot  them  with  the  410  gauge.  Now 
and  then  one  would  be  seen  flying  along  the  sand  beach. 
Certainly  they  must  nest  somewhere  on  the  island  - several 
young  were  brought  in,  they  were  able  to  fly  but  not  in 
full  plumage  yet. 

Native  name:  Mu  ru  nu. 

20.  Halcyon  saurophaga  - 2 specimens,  A few 
were  found  along  the  sand  beaches  and  taken  for  record. 
Stomach:  fish. 

Native  name:  Vidall 

21.  Halcyon  ohloris  - 15  specimens.  This 
species  was  very  common  but  unfortunately  very  badly  in 

moult.  Always  restricted  to  cleared  spaces  and  native 
gardens  and, in  this  case,  near  the  sea  beach  and  not  the 

interior  of  the  island. 
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Food:  dragon  flies,  cycads,  beetles,  worms, 
now  and  then  a small  lizard. 

Native  name:  Sig  i teh  u. 

22.  Merops  salvadorii  - 41  specimens*  Very 
common.  In  November  they  were  nesting  in  the  perpen- 
dicular cliffs  on  the  eastern  coast.  'Hie  earth  is  very 
soft  and  loose  and  there  is  a sheer  drop  to  the  sea  be- 
low. I asked  several  native  boys  to  climb  down  and  try 
to  secure  nests  and  eggs  for  me,  which  they  attempted, 
but  unfortunately  all  of  the  eggs  were  broken  but  several 
were  only  cracked  and  a creamy  white  color,  showing  faint- 
ly pinkish.  They  were  all  perfectly  round  in  shape. 

In  habit  these  birds  are  like  Merops  ornatus, 
living  in  cleared  spaces,  perching  in  dead  trees  and  dis- 
playing in  the  air.  They  are  very  graceful  in  flight. 

Food  consisted  of  dragon  flies,  cyoads,  flying 
ants,  and  other  flying  beetles.  They  seem  to  fancy 
particularly  the  large  flying  ants,  which  appear  every 
evening  after  the  daily  shower  and  are  such  a pest  when 
the  lamp  is  lit.  We  found  62  ants  in  the  throat  and  crop 
of  one  specimen. 

According  to  the  natives,  the  birds  remain 
there  the  entire  year  and  have  continued  to  nest  in  the 
same  cliffs  year  after  year. 

Native  name:  ZAu  liu  gah  lim. 


23,  Pitta  species 


8 specimens.  This  little 
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bird  is  fairly  common  in  the  true  forest  and  dense  thickets 
of  the  island.  Its  call,  a sharp  metallic  clioking 
"Kik-kik"'  can  be  heard  early  in  the  morning,  the  late 
evening  and  sometimes  on  a moonlight  night.  Unlike  the 
Pitta  on  New  Britain,  the  call  is  very  difficult  to 
imitate  and  the  hunter  cannot  call  the  bird  to  him.  One 
mu3t  work  cautiously  through  the  dense  underbrush  until 
he  is  within  shooting  range  of  the  bird.  Even  then,  the 
coloration  and  the  lights  in  the  bush  are  so  confusing  that 
the  Pitta  becomes  a very  difficult  bird  to  obtain. 

Food  consisted  of  larvae,  ants,  beetles,  snails, 
long  worms,  stones,  and  vegetable  matter. 

Native  name:  Kik-kik. 

24.  Hirundo  species  - 9 specimens.  This 
swallow  was  found  in  great  numbers  nesting  in  the  same 
cliffs  as  Merops  salvadorli.  It  keeps  well  to  the  sea 
coast,  flying  low  over  the  beach  and  Is  frequently  ob- 
served perching  on  stones,  driftwood,  or  the  scrub  pit-pit 
whioh  grows  on  top  of  the  cliff.  Good  specimens  were 
difficult  to  obtain  because  they  invariably  fell  into  the 
salt  water  and  many  were  lost. 

Food:  small  flying  gnats. 

Native  name:  Tau  lehl. 

25.  Saxicola.  - 6 specimens.  Very  common  in 
the  low  shrubs  and  oleared  spaoes  in  the  island.  Nesting 

in  November.  Usually  seen  alone  perched  on  the  top  of  a 
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waving  grass  stem  or  a very  small  vine,  it  frequents 
particularly  overgrown  gardens  and  at  Malala  often  flew 
about  the  clearing  around  the  village.  It  reminds  one 
of  some  of  our  own  small  birds,  particularly  the 
Dickclssel  of  the  western  prairies.  Its  call  is  very 
much  like  that  of  the  Eastern  Meadowlark,  sternella  magna. 

Food:  small  seeds,  small  beetles  and  several 
small  grasshoppers. 

Native  name:  Sah  bah  ri  gi 

26.  Edolisoma  — 1 specimen.  This  bird  is 
very  rare  and  was  encountered  near  camp  only  once  during 
our  stay. 

Food:  insects,  beetles. 

Native  name:  Coast  tod  di 

27.  Monarcha  inornatus  - 1 specimen.  Very 
common  in  the  secondary  bush  near  the  coast.  Noisy  and 
inquisitive.  One  specimen  for  record. 

Native  namer  Sah  kau. 

28.  Paohycephala  - 8 specimens.  Very  common 
everywhere  in  the  secondary  bush  and  scrub.  As  is  usually 
the  case,  the  male  is  much  more  easily  obtained  than  the 
female.  Most  specimens  were  badly  in  moult  and  numbers 

of  them  had  to  he  discarded  as  unsuitable  for  making 

measurements. 

Pood:  Inseats,  beetles,  flies,  flying  snts,  gnats. 


Native  name : Man to  lai 
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29.  Oinnyris  jugular! 3 - 2 specimens.  Very 
common.  Records  only  of  this  widely  distributed  nectar 
eater. 

No  native  name  for  bird. 

30.  Myzomela  nigrita  - 7 specimens.  Tiiis 
common  species  was  also  very  badly  in  moult  and  only  a 
limited  number  were  retained.  Found  everywhere  in  low 
shrubs  and  small  flowering  trees. 

Native  name:  Song  ohl. 

31  Myzomela  ery  thro  thorax  — 3 males.  Only 
three  specimens  of  this  little  honey-eater  could  be  found 
during  our  stay.  They  were  in  company  with  Zoster  ops. 

My  boys  were  instructed  particularly  to  hunt  them  but  they 
had  little  success. 

Native  name:  Lum  buhr. 

32.  Zosterops  - 29  specimens.  Undoubtedly 
the  most  common  bird  on  the  island.  Found  in  flocks 
everywhere  from  the  sea  coast  inland.  Like  the  Zosterops 
of  the  Marianne  Islands  this  one  is  very  bold  and  even 
Perched  on  top  of  the  house  where  we  were  skinning  birds. 
This  spec! 63  is  infested  with  worms,  both  in  the  internal 
organs  and  the  feet  and  legs. 

Food:  small  seeds  from  tops  of  bushes  and  trees. 

Native  name:  May  y ong  o. 
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33.  Lonchura  species  - 9 specimens.  Quite  common  but 

difficult  to  obtain.  These  travel  about  in  flocks  and 
frequent  the  grass  patches  early  in  the  morning  and  late 
evenings  sometimes.  I onoe  observed  a flock  of  them 
drinking  at  the  water-hole  seepages,  which  are  scattered 
about  the  island.  When  one  does  come  across  them  at 
the  grass  patches,  more  often  than  not  they  are  able  to 
hid.  Grass,  true  kunai,  is  very  scarce  on  Long  Island. 

Food:  entirely  grass  seeds. 

Native  name:  Manu  manu 

34.  Small  black  flying  fox  - 1 specimen.  Quite 
common;  hides  in  the  forest  under  leaves  during  the  day. 

35.  O*possum  - 8 specimens.  Very  common 

on  the  island.  My  native  hunters  caught  these  with  their 
hands  and  worked  them  up  into  specimens. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  specimens  collected 
there  are  others  which  were  observed  and  some  which  the 
inhabitants  told  us  about. 

1.  Haliastur  indus  - Observed 

2.  Caloenas  nlcobarioa  - Observed 

3.  Trichoglossua  - One  badly  mutilated  specimen 
Waa  brought  in  but  not  saved. 

4.  Starlings  - Observed 

5.  Caoomantis  - Heard  two  or  three  times. 

6.  Hawk  or  hawks.  - Natives  report  a black 
a brown  hawk  in  the  bush  but  we  never  saw  them. 
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7.  Aorooephalus  - This  bird  was  heard  many 
times  and  search  for  diligently  but  no  examples  could  be 
obtained. 

8.  Cistloola.  Probably  in  the  grass  also. 
Natives  recognized  it  from  Rooke  Island  examples. 

9.  Ground  bird.  Another  rail  or  thrus,  or 
dove  inhabits  the  island.  There  is  some  supers tituti on 
connected  with  this  bird;  the  natives  wouldn’t  snare  it 
and  I never  found  it. 

10.  Several  shore  birds,  including  Galllnago. 
Numenius , two  Sandpipers,  and  a Plover* 

11.  Possibly  Collooalia  franoia.  I thought 
I saw  an  example  of  this  bird  once.  Certainly  it  would 
be  far  from  common  in  the  area  where  we  camped. 

12.  There  is  no  record  of  Owls,  Phi  lemon, 
Centropus . Eoleotus.  No  Rhlpiduras,  not  even  the  Willie- 
wag-tail  which  the  natives  know  from  Tolokiwa  Island. 

X should  certainly  say  that  a return  visit  to 
long  Island  would  produce  further  interesting  and  valuable 
results. 
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Manus  - Admiralty  Islands 


The  Main  Island  of  the  Admiralties  Manus,  lies 

O O 

roughly  in  2 South  Latitude  and  147  East  Longitude. 
It  is  oblong,  mountainous,  some  50  miles  long  by 
20  miles  wide,  heavily  vegetated  and  moderately  well 
populated.  The  shores  of  the  7/hole  island  are 
surrounded  by  reefs,  which  make  the  navigation  of 
the  waters  in  the  vicinity  extremely  hazardous. 

The  fore-shore  of  the  island  is  in  most  instances, 
a continuous  swamp  which  makes  landing  on  the  shores 
most  difficult. 

The  geological  formation  of  Manus  is  entirely 
different  from  that  of  any  other  island  in  the 
Bismarck  archipelago.  I shouldn't  be  surprised, 
but  what  future  geologists  will  learn  to  couple 
Manus  and  the  Admiralty  Islands  with  the  Pelew 
Islands  of  the  Caroline  group.  Manus  shows  a 
very  old  age  geologically,  and  has  the  same  soil 
as  Palan  in  the  Pelew  group;  a sticky,  reddish 
yellow  clay,  which  hampers  progress  when  one  is 
hunting  after  a rain  of  any  kind. 

Vegetation  is  very  plentiful,  particularly 
a heavy  growth  of  briars  and  bamboo  thickets.  In 
the  mountains  and  inlands,  there  is  a fair  re- 
presentation of  true  forest.  Fortunately  natives 
have  cut  trails  everywhere.  In  the  swamps  along 
the  coast,  large  nepa  palms  are  encouraged,  and  are 
later  cut  down  and  pounded  into  sago  or  "Sak  - saki" 
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for  human  consumption. 

The  whole  area  is  alive  with  malarial  fever 
and  drysentery,  and  being  as  close  to  the  equator 
as  it  is,  in  some  places  less  than  100  miles, 
the  humidity  is  terrific.  Everyone  who  stays  in 
this  area  any  length  of  time  becomes  very  ir- 
ritable, disagreeable,  and  usually  sick. 

The  natives  are  the  noisiest,  dirtiest, 
laziest,  most  insolent  scoundrels  in  the  whole 
Pacific  Ocean.  One  can  attribute  their  conduct 
to  the  humidity  and  the  malaria.  Up  to  within  a 
few  years  ago,  they  were  a treacherous,  nasty 
lot  indeed,  and  it  was  not  until  the  Australian 
Government  dealt  with  them  most  severely  that  they 
learned  to  behave  themselves  after  a fashion.  I 
have  the  utmost  respect  for  Messrs.  Meek  and 
Eichhorn  who  collected  on  Manus  during  September 
and  October  1913.  Though  I will  add  that  neither 
of  them  dared  go  more  than  a mile  from  the 
German  Government  past  of  Lorengau  at  that  time. 

As  early  as  187  5 His  majesties'  Man-of-war 
'Challenger'  visited  Nares  Harbor  at  the  extreme 
western  end  of  Manus  and  collected  a few  specimens. 
Their  collections  were  not  extensive  and  represented 
the  birds  of  the  outlying  islands.  Both  Myzoraela 
pammelaena  and  Halcyon  admiralitatis  are  at  home 
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on  the.  small  outlying  islands  of  the  group  and 
not  Manus  proper. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  was  the  third  ex- 
pedition (Meek  being  the  second)  to  visit  the 
Admiralty  Islands  and  of  course,  brought  to 
light  a number  of  additional  forms  not  previously 
recorded  from  here. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  spent  from  the  later 
part  of  December  1933  thru  March  1934  on  the 
Main  Island  of  Manus,  before  proceeding  to  the 
outlying  islands  of  the  Admiralty  Group. 
Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  southern 
side  of  the  island  as  well  as  to  the  interior. 

Six  different  camps  and  three  other  collecting 
stations  were  established  which  are  all  marked 
on  the  accompanying  map. 

The  natives  were  found  to  be  most  difficult 
to  deal  with  and  kept  us  in  a continuous  state 
of  suspense  all  of  the  time.  We  never  knew  from 
one  day- end  to  the  next  what  they  would  be  up  to. 
As  for  carrying  our  cargo  and  materials  into  the 
interior  we  just  couldn't  get  them  to  do  it,  but 
had  to  rely  entirely  upon  our  own  personal  boys 
to  take  the  absolute  essentials  in  for  us.  I 
must  add  in  conclusion  that  the  mainland  natives 
are  the  most  accomplished  liars  I have  ever  dealt 
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The  following  resume  of  collections 
deal  only  with  the  main  island  of  Manus. 
The  outlying  islands  are  all  dealt  with 
separately. 
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Birds  Collected  - Manus  Admiralty  Islands 

Sula  leucogaster 1 

Demi  egretta  sacra.. .....2 

Nycticorax  caledonicus. . . . . . 6 

Dupe  tor. •••••....6 

Anas  supercill  iosa. ....3 

Aviceda  subcr istata. 3 

Haliastur  indus... ....1 

Accipiter  novaehollandia 9 

Megapode. 10 

Hypotaenidia  philippensis 40 

Porphyrio 29 

Numenius.  ......I 

Anous  minutus.. .14 

Sterna  bergii... .....2 

Sterna  anaethetus ...1 

Ptilinopus  superbus 1 

Ducula  rhodinolaema. ♦ ...... ...... ...7 

Macropygia  amboinens  is. .19 

Re  inward  to  enas  .1 

Chalcophaps  stephani. .......  1 

Trichoglossus 2 

Micropsitta ..........40 

Eclectus  roratus  ••..........••••....•5 


; : , h i e//ii - i'.  J-  ..U  . ..  .■ 

■ »•»*><(<««•»«<««••«■  ■ i. 

.................. 



. 

1 





............ 

I j 



r: 

1.  ...........  

l . . . • u 0 i 

:x;  ..  . ;n 

!>:.  . . ; 





..............  i ..  .•  iiC 




>.  * 

. 

OJ>  . 

........ 

i 

................. 

....... 


Cacomantis  blandis 3 

Tyto  manusi 2 

Ninox  meeki ...8 

Collocalia  esculenta. 20 

Collocalia  f rancica. 8 

Collocalia  fuciphaga 34 

Hemiprocne  mystacea 5 

Alcedo  atthis 2 

Ceyx  dispar 9 

Halcyon  saurophaga 2 

Halcyon  admiralitat is ........  2 

Pitta  superba 33 

Coracina  ingens.. ....10 

Edolisoma  adm  iral  i tat  is . ..  15 

Rhipidura  semirubra 14 

Rhipidura  nineiventris ..7 

Monarcha  infelix 22 

Monarcha  chalybeocephalus.  . 4 

Pachycephala  goodsoni.  * . . . 24 

Aplonis  metallica. 13 

Cinnyris  jugularis. 1 

Myzomela  nigrita 1 

Philemon  albitorques ........  9 

Zosterops  admiral itatis. 44 

This  list  does  not  include  birds  of 


Rambutyo  Nauna  and  San  Miguel  Islands 
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Native  Names-Manus  Birds 


Fregata  ariel 


Malai  Bay:  Kah  tah 


Demi  egretta  sacra 


Malai  Bay 


(White:  Kub.u  Kah  ro 
(Block:  Kah  uh 


Drabui 


(White:  Pah  rahn 
(Block:  OH. 


Nycticorax 


Malai  Bay:  All  ung  ai 
Drabui  : M wu'  ih 


Dupetor  flavicollis 


Malai  Bay:  Tur  u ko' 
Drabui  : Kaw  bu  ehr 


Anas  supercilliasa 


Malai  Bay:  Ny  eah 

Haliastur  indus 


Malai  Bay:  Back  kai' 
Drabui  : Traw  lia 

Accipiter  novaehollandia 

Malai  Bay:  Kon' eu 
or  Drabui  : Kun  iu' 

Haliaetus  leucogaster 

Malai  Bay  : Tu  ru 

Avicida  subcristata 

Drabui  : Ki  tu  au 

Megapodius 

Malai  Bay:  Kai  au 

Hypotaenidia 

BP  * He  tu  lam 
Papenbusch  - Yoh  bohl 
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Porphyrio 


Malai  Bay;  Cha  raing 
Kahan  ; Merry 
Lorengan  ; R a mi 


Ptl inopus  superbus 


Malai 

• 

Sera  mem  vumem 

Pahan 

• 

Neah  pum 

Drabui 

• 

Yah  buhl 

Ptil inopus  solomonensis 

Malai 

• 

Deo  ba  yea  bi 

Pahan 

• 

n it  n ti 

Ducula  rhodinolaeraa 

Malai 

• 

Mu  nu 

Drabui 

• 

Bahl 

Myr  isticivora 


Macropygia 


Re  inward  toenas 


Malai  Bay: 


Drabui 


Malai  Bay; 
Drabui  : 

Gallicolumba  beccarii 

Drabui  ; 

Caloenas  nicobarica 

Malai  Bay; 

Tr  ichoglassus 

Drabui  : 

Micropsitta  meeki 


Nea  Bah  lehn 


Sahn  iu 


Kah  yeh 
Iu  hen 


gi  jah  kuhn 


Mah  luk 


Si  hilvu 


Malai  Bay;  Bo  sin  tiu 
Drabui  : Pis  si 
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Eclectus 


Eudynamis 


Kaban:  Ka  rim  pah  keh 
Malai:  Ka  rim 


Malai:  Du  bi  dah  bi 


Cacomantis  blandis 

Drabui:  wui  chaw  kill 


Tyto  manusi 

Malai:  Djahn' 
Drabui:  yell 
Tovi  : RK#  RRR 

Minox 


Malai:  Sah  tu  ru  kun' 
Drabui:  Sah  su  ru  gr' 


Collocalia  esculenta 


Metawarie:  Sera  mo  que 
Collocalia  fuciphaga 

Malai  Bay:  Bo  sah  ku 
Collocalia  francica 

Drabui:  Kah  lah  su  i u 


Hemiprocne 

Malai  Bay:  Muck  que 
Drabui:  Su 

Alcedo  atthis 

Malai  Bay:  Kick  que 
Drabui  : Su  ri  ai 

Ceyx  dispar 

Malai  Bay:  Kick  que 
Drabui  : Su  ri  ai 
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Halcyon  saurophaga 


Drabui  ; So  ru  ai 


Pitta  superba 

Malai  Bay:  Ook  ook 
Drabui  : Pu  pu 

Graucalus  ingens 

Malai  Bay:  Si  Haw  Keau 
Drabui:  Sack  u wehr 

Edolisoma 


Malai  Bay:  Tu  vu  leh  vi 


Rhipidura  semirubra 


Malai  Bay:  Ko  ni  aw  si 

Rhipidura  rufiventris 

Malai  Bay:  Puan  di 
Drabui  : Dri  ri 


Monarcha  infelix 


Malai  Bay:  li  awk 
Drabui  : dey  reh 

Monarcha  chalybeocephalus 

Malai  Bay:  d1  True  wad  dah 
<?  Pus  si  si 


Pachycephala  pectoralis 


Malai  Bay:  so  sheu 
Drabui  : Tso  tsau 


Aplonis  metallica 


Malai  Bay:  Pus  si 


Cinnyris  jugularis 


Malai  Bay:  Pwehm 
Drabui  : Kah  rem  di  jah 
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Birds  of  Manus 


Sula  leucogaster:  Only  a few  stragglers 

are  to  be  encountered  off  the  coasts  of  the 
island.  I presume  these  birds  nest  on 
Commerson  Island  some  200  miles  to  the  north 
and  west  of  here. 

Demiegretta  sacra:  Common  along  all  of 

the  reefs  around  the  island.  I was  never 
able  to  get  a native  to  admit  that  the  bird 
nests  here.  The  blue  phase  predominates 
very  markedly  here. 

Nycticorax  caledonicus : Moderately  com- 

mon in  the  swamps  and  mangrove  thickets 
around  the  fore-shore.  It  hides  away  in  the 
dense  thickets  during  the  day,  and  is  most 
difficult  to  collect  because  of  the  nature 
of  the  swamps  thru  which  one  must  work  their 
way  to  take  them.  My  shoot-boys  invariably 
got  too  close  to  the  birds  before  shooting 
them,  and  in  this  way  ruined  a number  of 
specimens. 

Dupetor:  Similar  to  the  preceeding  species  - 
feeds  at  night  also.  Of  the  two  species  this 
one  is  the  most  retiring  and  difficult  to 
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Anas  supercilliasa:  Very  common  everywhere 
in  the  swampy  area.  Breeds  on  Manus.  Natives 
share  numbers  of  them  for  food.  We  enjoyed 
roast  duck  three  times  a day  during  our  stay. 

Aviceda  subcristata:  This  hawk  is  far  from 
common  on  the  island.  It  is  far  more  retiring 
than  on  the  larger  islands  of  the  Bismarck 
archipelago  and  hides  away  in  the  true  forest. 
Occasionally  one  is  observed  in  the  cocoanut 
plantations.  Natives  do  not  know  the  bird 
very  well.  It  is  possible  that  it  has  but 
recently  migrated  from  some  other  island. 

Not  previously  recorded  from  Manus. 

Haliastur  indus:  Very  common  along  the 
coasts  and  reefs.  As  elsewhere,  this  bird 
spends  considerable  time  in  cocoanut  planta- 
tions where  it  feeds  on  grasshoppers.  Rarely 
if  ever  found  perching  in  the  interior  of  the 
island. 

Accipiter  novaehollandiae ; Moderately  com- 
mon all  over  the  island.  One  finds  them  in 
the  true  forest  and  secondary  bush.  Like 
all  hawks  they  are  difficult  to  approach. 
Lizards,  beetles,  and  grasshoppers  constitute 
the  major  portion  of  their  diet. 
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9.  Megapodius : Found  everywhere  in  the  bush 

and  in  the  swamp  areas  as  well.  This  species 
breeds  in  abundance  on  the  M'Buke  group  of 
islands  to  the  south  of  the  western  end  of 
Manus.  From  observation,  I know  that  they 
migrate  to  all  of  the  islands  of  the 
Admiralty  group. 

10.  Hypotaenidia  philippensis : This  bird  does 

not 

rightly  belong  in  this  report  of  Manus  birds. 

A 

Stresemann  described  the  bird  as  having  come 
from  Manus.  It  did,  in  fact  it  came  from 
Papenbusch  Island  off  the  north  coast  of 
Manus.  From  native  reports  and  my  own 
observations,  I learned  that  this  species 
inhabits  the  small  islands  to  the  north  and 
west  of  Manus,  but  does  not  occur  on  the 
large  island  itself.  This  is  a strange 

t 

phenomenon  indeed.  Mine  were  taken  from 
Skoki  Island  in  the  Sabben  Group  west  of 
Manus.  Further  more,  I made  one  visit  to 
Papenbusch  Island  - type  locality  - but 
failed  to  find  a single  specimen  during 
my  stay.  It  is  possible  that  this  bird 
migrates  from  one  small  island  to  another. 

Normally  one  associates  Hypotaenidia 
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with  gra®Lands,  swamps,  native  gardens,  and 
dense  thickets,  hut  here  on  these  oitlying 
islands  and  others  to  the  north  and  west  of 
Manus,  one  finds  this  bird  living  on  tiny  sandy 
atolls,  away  from  fresh  water  and  vegetation  of 
any  kind.  Here  at  the  later  place  they  exist 
entirely  on  Crustacea, 

11.  Porphyrlo:  One  of  the  most  common  birds  of 
Manus.  One  finds  them  everywhere,  not  only  in 
the  swamps,  but  the  mountain  forest  and  cleared 
areas  as  well.  I have  had  them  walk  right  into 
camp  and  stop  within  a few  feet  of  the  house  - 
their  inquisitiveness  being  so  pronounced. 
Native's  dogs  chase  and  kill  numbers  of  these 
birds  which  they  eat,  but  the  natives  themselves 
never  touch  them. 

The  bird  has  a shrill  cry,  not  unlike  any- 
one of  a small  frightened  child,  which  may  be 
heard  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and  day. 

Natives  too  consider  the  bird  a pest  and 
build  fences  around  their  gardens  to  keep  the 
birds  out  as  do  the  Solomon  Islanders. 

12.  Numenius : Moderately  common  along  the  coast, 

mouth  of  rivers,  swamps,  and  sandy  cays. 

13.  Anous  minutus:  Snared  and  brought  to  me  by 


the  natives  of  the  Johnston  Islands,  south  of 
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Manus,  where  they  were  nesting  in  February 


14.  Sterna  bergii : Same  as  preceeding. 

15.  Sterna  anaethetus : Observed  along  coast  and 

taken  as  a record  only  not  previously  recorded. 

16.  Pt ilinopus  superbus;  Common  in  the  forest  - 
record  only. 

17.  Ducula  rhodinolaema:  Tolerably  common  in  the 

true  forest.  The  white  trader,  plantation 
owner,  Government  officials  and  Chinese  have 
taken  a heavy  toll  of  this  species  which  they 
take  for  food* 

18.  Myristicivora:  Not  taken.  Observed  at 

Christmas  time  on  the  southwest  coast. 
Previously  taken  by  Eichhorn  in  1913.  Un- 
doubtedly a migrant  as  Mr.  Charley  Munster  of 
Lorengau,  informs  me  that  he  has  only  seen 
the  bird  twice  in  20  years. 

19.  Macropy^ia  amboinensis ; Found  everywhere  in 
secondary  growth  and  true  forest,  particularly 
at  the  western  end  of  the  island.  Not 
previously  recorded. 

Re inwardtoenas : Rare  indeed  on  Manus.  A 

retiring  bird  at  best  whose  presence  is  best 
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known  by  its  rather  plaintive  call  which  is 
heard  in  the  evening  after  a rain.  We  knew 
the  bird  was  present  on  Manus  long  before 
we  collected  a specimen.  Not  previously 
recorded. 

21.  » Ghalcophaps  stephani ; Common  in  the 
true  forest.  One  specimen  for  record  only. 

f 

22.  Gallicolumba  beccarii:  Not  taken.  We 

hunted  many  long  hours  for  this  bird,  but 
never  discovered  it.  Eichhorn  took  the 
bird  at  Lorengau.  Charley  Munster  tells 

me  that  he  has  often  seen  it  on  his  planta- 
tion at  Lorengau.  I hunted  for  it  at 
Lorengau,  but  unfortunately  did  not  locate 
it.  Such  is  the  fate  of  collectors  at  times. 

23.  Trichoglassus : Common.  Two  taken  for 

record  only. 

24.  Micropsi tta : Very  common  on  Manus  where 

they  may  be  found  in  or  on  trees  in  the 
swamps.  I am  convinced  now  that  this  species 
only  visits  the  upland  areas  when  the  quest 
for  food  drives  him  there.  Natives  of  Manus 
snare  this  bird  and  use  specimens  to  decorate 


their  hair 


ai  no  i dvr  I iso  svi  Jni  nJ. ..  letlJa-i  a jx  \d  rtwcroi 
..niB'i  jb  aninevs  site  ni  £nB9rf 

3 . C . l.'  ^ ii  O .1.  c'  i . * n - 1 v . iS  ..  9 0 o c 1.  . - j 1 ■.' 

\ c;  /0~  Jo.'  . ..  ; qa  0..  toJDoii.OO  9 V 

. .03  Lr  C 03  "t 

. 

.^£no  biooe'x  toI  natal  osqa  anO  . Jasnol  euti 

■t.  .. 

- : . 

Jo.o  , L'i  ’ a airu  •jo'l  en^'cri  gnol  be  Priori 

. 

. 

••aJ'nijIq  aid  no  $i  naee  najlG  eexl  ed  f&tM  am 

. 

9J;:ou:  jo Ci  i:i!  qlaJoo nJ'nolmj  iua  , n:v  naioJ 


. 

« vIn  c .01  o - -i 

- "*•  » » 

. 

soiJ  ni  aaanj  no  ic  nx  bruiol  sd  vo3-  \sxiJ 

Jatij  j,  i>nJ  nsio"  ex.  9 ■?.•.;  "-bctalqe  sdS  aJ’iei.v  \,Xno 

. ' 


tl-sb  niaxlJ 


3° 


2 5.  Eclectus  roratus:  Very  common  in  the 

lowlands  and  cocoanut  plantations.  As  else- 
where noisy,  inquisitive  and  always  a source 
of  annoyance  to  the  hunter. 

26.  Cacomant  is  bland  is:  Common.  More  often 
heard  tucked  away  in  the  taps  of  trees  of 
the  true  forest  than  seen. 

* . 

27.  Tyto  manusi : Rare  indeed.  One  hears  a 

single  specimen  at  night  and  will  note  that 
the  individual  comes  to  the  same  dead  limb 
of  a tree  at  approximately  the  same  hour 
every  night.  But,  as  soon  as  one  attempts 
to  get  within  gun  range,  the  bird  flies 
away.  Roosts  in  the  day  time  in  chalk 
caves  in  the  center  of  the  island.  Natives 
are  very  superstitious  of  this  bird. 

28.  Ninox  meeki:  Moderately  common  in  the 

true  forest.  Unfortunately  all  specimens 

were  badly1moult  at  the  time  we  visited 
A 

the  island. 

29.  Collocalia  esculenta:  Common  along  the 

rivers  and  fresh  water  courses.  This  species 
does  not  fly  over  cleared  areas  and  villages 
as  the  two  following  do.  Nests  and  roosts 
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in  chalk  caves  in  the  interior  of  Manus. 

30.  Collocalia  f rancica;  Not  nearly  as  common 

as  the  following  species:  Appears  in  the 

evening  and  after  a rain  over  .villages  and 
cleared  areas.  Both  this  and  fuciphaga  are 
reported  to  roost  and  nest  on  one  of  the 
neighboring  islands  to  the  south  of  Manus 
proper.  I have  observed  them  many  times  at 
sunset  headed  in  that  direction. 

31.  Collocalia  fuciphaga:  Common  with  same 

habits  as  f rancica.  During  the  heat  of  the 
day,  they  retire  to  damp,  shady  forest  areas. 

32.  Hemiprocne  mystacea:  Common  in  true  forest 

and  around  native  clearings. 

33.  Alcedo  atthis : In  pairs  along  the  fore- 

shore, sandy  spits  and  small  sandy  islets. 

Ceyx  dispar:  Very  retiring  bird  and  difficult 

to  obtain  as  they  remain  in  their  burrows  in 
clay  banks  of  inland  streams  when  not  hunting 
along  the  stream  or  in  darkened  true  forest. 
One  never  sees  them  out  in  the  open.  Most 
specimens  taken  were  dug  out  of  their  burrows. 

34.  Halcyon  saurophaga:  Relatively  few  were 

encountered  along  the  south  coast  of  New 
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Halcyon  admiral  i tat  is:  This  pair  came  from 


a small  island  in  Sea  Eagle  Harbor  near 
Lombrum  and  not  from  Manus  Island.  Admiralitatis 
does  not  occur  on  Manus  Island. 


36.  Pitta  superba:  Very  common  in  the  interior 

of  Manus  and  even  in  the  swamp  areas  as  well. 
For  a Pitta,  this  species  is  particularly  bold. 

I have  known  them  to  come  right  into  camp, 
perch  in  the  top  of  a small  tree  10  or  12  feet 
off  the  ground  and  casually  watch  the  activity 
of  the  camp.  This  one  is  a vent riloquish  also. 

37.  Coracina  ingens:  This  particular  species  is 

one  of  the  easiest  of  its  race  to  obtain.  Very 
bold  and  egress ive.  It  may  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  interior. 

38.  Edolisoma  admiral itatis:  Usually  in  small 

flocks  in  tall  trees  off  the  true  forest. 
Moderately  common  and  not  difficult  to  obtain. 

39.  Rhipidura  semirubra:  Common  everywhere  in 

the  true  forest  and  secondary  bush  of  the  in- 
terior. Easily  attracted  and  very  active. 

40.  Rhipidura  nini eventris:  Same  as  proceeding. 

41.  Monarcha  infelix:  Same  as  preceeding. 
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Monarc  ha  chalybeocephalus : Tolerably 

common.,  but  more  shy  and  retiring  here. 

Pachycephala  goodsoni:  Common.  Usually 

found  in  the  tops  of  low  trees  secondary  bush. 

Aplonis  metallica;  Common  in  flocks  all  over 
the  island. 

Cinnyris  .jugular is : Common  around  flowering 

bushes.  Record  only. 

Myzomela  nigrita;  Only  the  one  specimen 
observed  and  taken.  The  Challenger  expedition 
took  it  on  Wild  or  Sori  Island  near  Nares 
Harbor.  Eichhorn  didn't  locate  it.  It  is 
truly  a bird  of  the  small  outlying  islands. 

The  one  I took  must  have  been  a stray. 

Philemon  al bitorques : Very  common  every- 

where on  the  island.  Commonly  called  the 
'Squawk-Box'  because  of  its  incessant  voice. 

It  is  quarrelsome,  troublesome  and  mischievous. 
Likes  nothing  better  than  to  dive  into  a flock 
of  starlings  and  scatter  them  every  which  way. 
Let  this  fellow  discover  an  owl,  and  he  and  his 
friends  will  put  the  crow  family  to  shame  with 
their  noise. 
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48.  Zo.^terops  admiralitat  is : Common  every- 

where  in  tops  of  all  kinds  of  trees.  Badly 
in  moult  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  I was 
never  able  to  skin  a specimen  and  retain 
accurately  the  feather  pattern  under  tihe 
chin  of  this  bird. 
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RAMBUTYO 


Rambutyo  is  the  second  largest  island  in  the 
Admiralty  Group  and  lies  about  forty  miles  to  the  south- 
east of  the  island  of  Big  Manus.  Although  there  are 
many  islets  and  atolls  lying  between  Big  Manus  and  Ram- 
butyo, there  seems  to  be  no  direct  connection  between 
them.  The  most  striking  difference  is  the  quality  of 
the  soil  - on  Manus,  a sticky  red  clay;  on  Rambutyo  there 
is  a fair  amount  of  rich  loam  with  sand  and  gravel  well 
suited  to  the  cultivation  of  small  gardens. 

A small  mountain  of  coraline  formation  reaches 
an  elevation  of  about  700  feet  near  the  o enter  of  the  is- 
land, and  the  erosion  which  has  taken  place  for  thousands 
of  years  has  formed  the  good  soil  near  the  coast,  leaving 
the  little  mountain  with  well-weathered  areas  of  ooral  ex- 
posed to  the  sun,  where  it  is  hard  and  rough  to  walk  on, 
or  in  the  shade  of  the  trees,  covered  with  slippery  green 
bosses  whioh  makes  walking  still  more  difficult. 

Inhabitants  of  Rambutyo  call  themselves  "Manus 
and  are  a lighter  skinned  people  than  those  of  the 
bi8  island  with  often  slightly  Mongoloid  features.  The 
***  of  tattooing  is  still  practiced  and  the  clear  blue 
^^kings  show  attractively  on  the  light  brown  skins.  Hxe 
older  men  and  women  had  almost  the  entire  body  covered 

intricate  designs  but  the  younger  generation  confine 

bhia  form  of  decoration  more  to  the  face  and  arms  — since 
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the  coming  of  missions  and  the  more  general  adoption  of 
clothing  there  is  evidently  small  point  in  having  the 
body  beautified  as  it  is  no  longer  exposed* 

The  six  villages  have  the  communal  plan  of 
allotting  certain  work  to  each  village  and  then  trading 
the  resulting  produce.  A village  which  grows  fine  "bush 
potatoes"  or  mummies,  taros  and  pumpkins,  will  barter 
them  for  fish  from  another  village  or  sak-sak  from  the 
sago  palm  from  still  another.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
oocoanuts  and  I would  say  that  the  average  diet  is  better 
on  Hambutyo  than  in  many  other  parts  of  Manus. 

Yaws  are  quite  common  among  the  people  and  the 
children  in  particular  are  afflicted  with  a skin  disease 
similar  to  ring-worm,  while  a form  of  itch,  supposed  to 
be  contracted  from  a vine  in  the  bush  and  called  "scrub" 
in  pidgin,  is  very  common. 

Both  Mr*  Coultas  and  myself  had  the  ill  fortune 
to  aoquire  this  "scrub"  which  is  a cross  between  poison 
and  prickly  heat.  Several  remedies  were  tried  with- 
°nt  much  success  and  at  last  a cure  was  found  in  Friar’s 
^nlsam.  The  itching  area  was  well  saturated  with  the 
li(ldid  and  then  talcum  powder  sprinkled  over,  with  the  re- 
*****  that  in  three  day's  time  the  small  blisters  had  en- 
Urely  disappeared.  I mention  the  treatment  beoause  the 
Unease  (or  itch}  is  particularly  annoying  and  it  is 
b9ttQr  to  know  a remedy  than  have  to  search  for  one  by  the 
**iai 

nc*  error  method. 
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Gamp  had  been  established  on  Rambutyo  on  the 
southwest  end  of  the  island  and  hunting  was  carried  here- 
on from  the  16th  day  of  March  to  the  10th  day  of  April. 
Bird  life  was  very  poor;  the  northwest  season  was  just 
blowing  itself  out  and  there  was  little  food  in  the  bush 
for  birds.  During  this  period  Mr.  Coultas  proceeded  to 
Nauna  on  the  "Pa  to"  and  most  of  the  hunting  was  done  by 
two  indentured  boys,  the  No.  1 Boy,  "Boss-boy"  in  pidgin, 
or  Head-man,  being  an  Aitape  native  from  the  mainland  of 
New  Guinea  with  rather  more  than  usual  intelligence,  and 
the  other  a boy  from  Hew  Ireland,  scarcely  more  than  a 
child,  but  a pleasant  little  fellow. 

There  was  practically  no  help  available  from 
the  natives;  firest,  they  are  salt  water  people  and  know 
7®ry  little  bush  craft,  all  of  their  original  totems  and 
charms  being  based  on  fish  and  crocodiles;  secondly,  it 
Waa  the  period  just  preceding  Easter  and  the  Mission  at 
Lorengau  was  holding  a festival.  Therefore,  a few  days 
after  our  arrival  in  Rambutyo,  all  of  the  inhabitants,  with 
the  ®xception  of  a few  old  people  and  very  small  children, 
left  for  the  celebration.  Those  remaining  were  either 
enable  to  give  me  any  help  or  preferred  not  to  do  so.  They 
*9re  not  unpleasant  or  hostile,  they  just  stated  that  they 
savy"  most  of  the  time.  Therefore,  I have  only  a 
names  for  birds  and  very  little  concerning  the  habits. 

On  April  11th,  the  "Pa to"  shifted  anchorage  to 

northeastern  portion  of  the  island  in  the  hSpe  of  find- 
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ing  more  abundant  bird  life  at  an  elevation  near  the 
coast*  Hunting  was  carried  on  here  for  two  days  but 
nothing  new  or  different  was  noted*  Althougi  a better 
anchorage  than  near  the  camp,  the  water  was  brackish  and 
sand-flies  were  more  numerous,  as  well  as  droves  of 
mosqui  toes* 

Friday,  the  13th  day  of  April,  we  decided  to 
shift  to  San  Miguel  and  fortunately  found  here  better 
bunting  conditions* 


BIRDS  OF  RAMBUTTO 


1. 

Nycticorax  caledonious 

1 

2. 

Accipiter  novaehollandiae 

3 

3. 

Megapodius 

3 

4. 

Porphyrio 

2 

5. 

Ptilinopus  solomonensis 

3 

6* 

Macropygia  nigrirostris 

1 

7. 

Reinward  toena 

7 

8. 

Trichoglos  sus 

5 

9* 

Mi  crops!  tta  meeki 

3 

10. 

Oaoomantis  blandus 

4 

U. 

Gollooalia  esoulenta 

6 

12. 

Collooalia  franoia 

11 

13. 

Hemiproone 

5 

14. 

Halcyon  admiralitatis 

1 

15. 

Rhipidura  rufiventris 

2 

16. 

Monarcha  infelix  sp. 

14 
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17.  Monaroha  cinerascens 

18.  Monaroha  ohalybeocephalus 

19.  Aplonis  sp. 

20.  Merops  ornatus 

21 . Myzomela  nigr i ta 
Flying  fox 

O' possum 


8 

2 

6 

1 record 
1 
1 
4 


23  species 
94  individuals 


The  Whitney  Expedition  3pent  from  March  16th  to 
and  including  April  13th  on  Rambutyo  Island,  during  which 
time  Coultas  visited  Nauna  Island  to  the  eastward. 

Rambutyo  does  not  contain  as  prolific  a bird 
life  as  one  would  expect  from  an  island  of  that  size.  No 
Zosterops,  Paohycephala  or  Rhipidura  semlrubra  were  en- 
countered, birds  that  should  be  found  on  any  island. 

Though  deluges  of  rain  hampered  activities,  the 
southern  end  and  eastern  side  of  the  island,  including 
the  700  foot  mountain,  were  covered.  Rambutyo  is  well 
covered  with  low  trees  and  shrubs,  mostly  secondary  growth, 
and  contains  very  few  gardens  or  open  spaces.  There  is 
ho  grassland  but  some  mangrove  swamp  and  sago  palms. 

1.  Nyotioorax  - one  specimen  encountered;  a 
few  were  heard  at  night  near  the  mangrove  swamps  at  the 

southern  end  of  the  island,  stomach:  fish  and  Crustacea. 
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2.  Ac oi pi ter  novaehollandiae  - Kun*eu. 


Fairly  common  on  the  island;  two  very  small  juveniles 
which  had  been  blown  out  of  a nest  were  retained  in  alcohol. 
Stomach  contents:  one  Monaroha  clnerasoens  and  numerous 
lizards  of  the  green  variety.  These  specimens  lack  the 
distinct  bars  on  the  chest  which  are  found  on  the  New 
Britain  specimens. 

3.  Megapodius.  - Ka*au. 

A few  in  the  bush;  the  bird  does  not  nest  on  the  island  ap- 
parently, as  the  natives  do  not  collect  the  eggs,  but  know 
of  them  from  other  islands.  Food;  mollusca,  crabs,  few 
seeds,  stones,  vegetable  matter. 

4.  Porphyrio.  - Common  everywhere  in  the  low- 

lands, can  be  heard  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night.  As 
on  Manus,  noisy,  inquisitive,  and  not  easily  frightened. 
Stomach:  snails,  vegetable  matter,  but  no  insects. 

5.  Ptilinopus  solomonensis.  - Rare  on  the  island, 
^is  species  apparently  restricts  itself  to  the  small  out- 
lying coral  islands  or  just  at  the  edge  of  the  larger  is- 
lands. All  of  us  spent  hours  hunting  this  bird.  Food: 
berries  of  small  fruit  trees. 

6.  Maoropygia  nigrirostris.  - Very  rare;  only 

0Qe  encountered  during  our  stay.  Food:  small  berries. 

7.  Reinward toenas.  - Ba»al  ? 

is  strange  that  this  bird  should  be  found  quite  common 
011  Rambutyo.  Unf ortunately,  as  is  quite  often  the  case 
*lth  rare  and  desirable  species,  there  were  very  fat  and 
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extremely  difficult  to  preserve.  Lives  in  the  forest, 
large  trees,  and  hides  well  in  the  leaves. 


3 


It  is  possible  that  the  yellow  and  pink  tinge 
on  the  crop  of  some  specimens  might  be  a Juvenile  charac- 
teristic, though  the  bones  and  skulls  appeared  in  most 
cases  to  be  that  of  adults.  Food:  small  berries,  es- 

pecially a purple  berry  similar  to  a wild  cherry. 

8.  Trlchoglossus.  - Sa*hur. 

Highly  migratory.  I have  seen  this  species  flying  to 
Rambutyo  from  other  islands  (as  remarked  before).  Fairly 
common  on  the  island;  great  variation  in  color  of  individuals 
one  cannot  determine  sex  by  the  plumage.  Food:  nectar 

and  small  fruit. 

9.  Mi cropsi tta  meekl . — Not  nearly  as  common 

as  on  Manus  Island*  Nearly  always  found  on  the  trunks  of 
trees  where  it  is  busily  engaged  in  seeking  out  the  larvae 
°f  insects;  also  consumes  nectar  and  a white  pulpy  mass  of 
v®ge table  matter.  Very  fond  of  white  ants  and  usually 
aests  in  white  ants*  nets. 

10.  Gao oman tis  blandus.  - Moh  ma  nu’gu 
pound  usually  in  secondary  bush,  top  of  dead  trees  and 
hearings;  moderately  common  on  the  island.  Very  noisy; 

°ail  be  heard  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  Food:  moths, 

flyill8  ants,  caterpillars. 

11.  Collooalia  esculents  - Kul  mum  mum 
^u*te  common  in  the  cleared  spaces;  usually  appears  Just 

**  flight  before  sun-up  and  Just  after  a rain.  Food: 
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very  small  flying  insects  from  the  air. 

12.  Collooalla  franoia.  — Not  common j a few 
found  around  the  plantation  and  at  the  edge  of  the 
mangrove  swamps.  These  can  be  seen  at  all  hours  of  the 
day  but  usually  at  a height  of  one  hundred  or  two  hundred 
feet.  Very  difficult  to  obtain  with  any  gun  but  had  best 
results  with  a 410  gauge  and  dust  shot, 

15.  Hemiprocne.  - 3i  gau 
Not  common.  Occasionally  found  perching  on  dead  trees 
in  cleared  spaces.  Always  appear  over  villages  just  at 
dusk  when  their  sharp  cry  is  often  confused  with  that  of 
Aoojpi ter.  Food:  flying  ants,  mosquitoes. 

14.  Halcyon  admirall ta ti s . - Pu*ul 

Only  the  one  specimen  found  along  the  sand  beach.  Very 
rare.  Food:  fish. 

15.  Rhipidura  rufiventris.  - Fairly  common. 

Apparently  the  same  as  on  Manus  Island*  The  same  native 
name,  Moh  manu  gus.  is  given  to  this  bird  as  to  Caoomantls 
®nd  also  to  Mon,  cinerascens.  Food:  small  black  shining 

booties , worms,  spiders. 

16.  Monarcha  infells  sp.  Common  throughout 
the  bush  at  low  and  high  elevations,  in  trees.  Easily  at- 
tracted. Much  larger  than  the  Manus  Island  bird.  Food: 

lies,  beetles,  and  moths. 

17.  Monarcha  Mnerasoenst  Common  near  the 
Salt  Water.  Usually  in  low  trees  or  shrubs.  Very  noisy 

Food: 


Reties  and  spiders 
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18.  Monarcha  chalybeooephalus  » Not  common ; 
a few  in  tlie  low  shrubs  and  mangrove  swamps.  Usually 


near  the  sea  beaoh.  Food:  small  insects,  beetles,  and 

sometimes  worms. 

19.  Aplonis.  - Pu*si 

Quite  oommon;  always  in.  small  flocks , in  low  trees  and 
high  trees  as  well.  Bats  paw-paws,  small  berries  and 
sometimes  beetles  and  worms.  Apparently  a long-tailed 
subspecies  with  pronounced  violet  tinge. 

20.  Merops  ornatus.  One  for  record.  First 
observed  on  April  7th,  date  one  small  flock  appeared. 

21.  Jtyzomela  nigrita.  - Tic  ta  bun  gal 

One  single  specimen  was  obtained.  Very  rare  on  the  island 
but  recognized  by  the  natives  as  a common  resident  of  the 
smaller  island.  Food:  nectar. 


22. 

Flying  fox 

common 

23. 

Opossum 

very  common. 

"Kapul"  is 

an  everyday  dish  with  these  people. 

White  Kaho 

Spotted  Keop  kaup 

Brown  Bung  bung 

Until  we  reached  Rambutyo  we  had  been  under  the 

impression  that  the  white  Opossums  were  the  old  ones,  as 

we  had  previously  seen  only  colored  small  ones*  But  on 

Rambutyo  we  found  a white  baby  Opossum.  The  natives  here, 
naturally,  have  the  theory  that  there  are  three  distinct 
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varieties  of  this  animal.  Up  to  date,  we  have  not  found 
or  even  heard  of  a white  Opossum  on  Manus  Island,  but 
there  is  any  amount  of  spotted  or  black-brown  ones. 

Natives  informed  us  that  Boleotus  flies  over 
from  Balawan  Island  at  times  but  remains  for  only  a short 
period. 

Njoobarica  and  Duoula  were  both  found;  no  speci- 
mens were  taken. 

One  Anas  superolliosa  was  observed. 

Tringa,  Kumenius  and  Charadrius  were  all  ob- 
served; Gharadrlus  in  numbers,  the  others  singly. 

Ealiastur  Indus  and  Pandion  were  both  observed 
along  the  coast  as  was  Demi-egretta  sacra  (dark  phase). 

I have  not  observed  the  light  phase  of  Demi-egretta  In 
the  Admiralty  Group  yet. 

Halcyon  sane t a was  observed  in  pairs  and  singly. 

Ptilinopus  superba  and  Ohalcophaps  are  fairly 


common. 
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NAUMA  ISLAND 

Nauna  Is  a small  loaf -shaped  island  about 
1-1/2  miles  long  by  1/2  mile  in  width.  It  rises  from 
the  beach  to  about  500  feet  in  height  and  is  situated  in 
approximately  02° — 10*  South  Latitude  and  148* — 10*  East 
Longitude.  It  is  the  easternmost  island  of  the  Admiralty 
group.  The  whole  island  is  encircled  by  a reef  of  some 
100  yards  in  extent  but  no  anchorage  is  available.  A 
landing  can  be  made  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  in 
oalm  weather,  otherwise  a strong  swell  is  encountered 
which  makes  a landing  rather  precarious.  Nauna  is  of 
eoraline  formation  and  is  heavily  wooded.  No  fresh 
water  is  available  and  seepage  holes,  dug  by  the  natives, 
offers  brackish  water  which  is  palatable  at  low  tide  only. 

There  are  about  20  natives  living  on  Nauna. 

These  are  a remnant  of  a numerous  race  that  was  slaughtered 
about  the  year  1900  by  the  natives  of  Rambutyo  Island.  A 
few  Nauna  people  were  carried  to  Rambutyo  after  the  raid 
and  were  held  as  captives.  With  the  coming  of  the  German 
Government  and  then  later  the  Australians,  the  few  sur- 
viving Nauna  people  managed  to  return  to  their  island  and 
begin  propogating  again.  There  are  now  four  oldsters 
who  were  in  the  original  captive  group.  Their  children 
and  grandchildren  make  up  the  present  population. 

Coooanut  palms  grow  in  profusion  all  over  the 
island  and  are  the  main  source  of  food  for  the  inhabitants. 
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A few  yams  and  pau-paus  are  grown,  fish  and  crabs  are 
taken  from  the  sea;  these,  coupled  with  the  cocoanut,  make 
up  for  the  bill  of  fare  of  the  residents.  Like  the 
people  of  many  small  islands,  these  appear  well  nourished 
and  are  quite  congenial, 

I landed  on  Nauna  Island  Saturday  evening, 

March  17th,  and  left  on  Tuesday  morning.  Mar  oh  27th.  A 
camp  was  established  on  the  sand  beach  at  the  landing  place 
and  from  here  myself  and  black  carried  on  with  the  hunting. 
Unfortunately,  a severe  Westerly  squall  ripped  ay  tent  to 
ribbons  and  farced  me  to  move  to  the  other  side  of  the 
island  and  take  up  quarters  in  a native  house. 

The  natives  proved  to  be  observant  and  willing 
workers.  They  soon  gave  me  the  names  of  all  of  their 
birds  and  helped  us  find  them.  Unlike  the  natives  of  the 
rest  of  the  Group,  these  quickly  learned  to  clean  land 
shells  in  hot  water  and  care  for  them.  I let  them  do  all 
of  the  work  with  shells  and  was  well  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults obtained.  Ho  other  natives  in  the  group  have  shown 
the  willingness  to  work  that  these  did. 

Mosquitoes  are  plentiful  and  very  annoying,  though 
I did  not  encounter  sand-flies  during  my  visit. 

The  weather  in  March  was  erratic  with  the  wind 
blowing  from  57  directions  at  one  time,  as  some  one  on  the 
Challenger  expedition  once  remarked. 

Yaws  is  very  prevalent  among  the  native  population. 

Hie  natives  use  snares  and  stones  to  capture  such 
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large  birds  as  they  use  for  food.  Only  the  children 
trap  the  small  birds  with  the  sticky  gum  of  the  bread- 
fruit tree.  I did  not  observe  either  bows  and  arrows 
or  spears  among  the  inhabitants. 

There  are  no  wild  pigs  on  the  island. 

Birds  of  the  Nauna  Island  - Admiralty  Archipelago 


1.  Acoipiter  2 

2.  Ptilinopus  solomensis  10 

3.  Reinwardtoenas  1 

4.  Macropygia  nigrirostris  1 

5.  Halcyon  admiraltatis  2 

6*  Halcyon  (species)  1 

7.  Collocalia  esculents  2 

8.  Honarcha  cinerascens  2 

9.  Aplonis  canteroidew  1 

10.  Myzomela  nigrita  12 


11.  Zosterops  greseotincta  ottomeyeri  17 

11  species 
51  individuals 


Native  Names 


1.  Haliaetus  leucogaster 

2.  Pandion  haliaetus 

3.  Haliastur  Indus 

4.  Sandpipers 

5.  Demigretta  sacra 


Mahn*  i ai 
Tai  tai*  nih 
Punk* 

Che  eh*  leh 


Kahr  ri  bah* 
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6.  Kegapode 

Ko  hau* 

7.  Chalcophaps 

Pah  auT 

8.  Ducula  rhodinolaema 

Puehl* 

9.  Reinwardtoena 

Puehl*  (doubtful)??? 

10,  Maoropygia  nigrirostris 

Kun  i u* 

11.  Nioobar 

Mahrlut 

12,  Ptilinopus  solomonensis 

Puhm* 

13.  Aooipiter 

Que  wih 

14.  Tri  ohoglossus 

Kahr  rih 

15.  Halcyon  admiral  tatis) 

16.  " sanota 

17.  **  speoies)  ) 

Kehl  kehl  pau* 

18.  Monarcha  oinerascens 

Keh  uh 

19*  Collooalia  esculents 

Bawl  ohu  ohu  mai* 

20*  Aplonis  canteroides 

sihl* 

21*  Myzomela  nigrita 

Kick  ky  pumi* 

22.  Zoster  ops 

Bohm  bum* 

1.  Haliaetua  leucogaster.  Reported  by  the 
^stives  but  not  observed  during  my  visit  to  the  island* 
Probably  an  accidental  visitor. 

2.  Pandion  haliaetus.  One  was  observed  fly- 
in8  around  the  island.  Natives  report  that  a pair  nest 

011  the  island. 

3.  Hallaetur  Indus.  Several  were  observed. 

4.  Sandpipers.  The  small  Trlnga  hypoleuoa 
h®  plover  Charadrius  were  observed. 
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5.  Demigretta  sacra.  Several  of  the  dark 
phase  were  observed  along  the  reefs.  About  9 p.m.  one 
moonlight  night  I observed  three  specimens  fly  to  Nauna 
from  the  direction  of  Rambutyo  Island.  I rather  think 
they  might  migrate  freely  from  one  island  to  another. 

6.  Megapode  > One  was  heard  on  Nauna.  Natives 
tell  me  that  the  bird  does  not  nest  on  Nauna,  but  flies 
over  from  the  other  islands  of  the  group  to  feed.  They 
say  that  at  times  the  bird  is  plentiful,  while  at  others 
it  is  absent  altogether. 

7.  Ghalcophaps  stephani.  Very  common  on  the 
island.  On  several  occasions  individuals  came  into  camp 
and  perched  on  a log  within  a few  feet  of  me  while  I was 
working.  Natives  snare  many  of  them  for  food.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  save  a specimen  but  the  bird  was  so  fat 
that  I gave  up  the  task  to  devote  time  to  more  desirable 
species.  As  on  all  islands,  Chalcophaps  spends  nearly 
all  of  his  time  on  the  ground  or  perched  on  logs  or  in 
trees  at  a few  feet  elevation.  Here  at  Nauna  I watched 
this  species  walking  along  the  sea  beach  searching  for 
small  hermit  crabs  apparently,  food  that  a fruit  eating 
bird  should  not  bother  with. 

8.  rhodinolaema.  Very  common.  It 

feeds  and  nests  on  the  island.  Highly  migratory.  Almost 
every  day  I saw  them  flying  to  the  island  and  away  to  the 
westward  to  the  other  islands  of  the  group  in  flocks  of 
two  to  five  and  six.  The  natives  tell  me  also  that 
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Muriatic  Ivors  comes  to  their  island  at  times  but  none  were 
encountered  during  my  visit* 

9.  Reinwardtoena  browni . Only  the  one  specimen 
was  encountered.  Natives  do  not  knew  much  about  the  bird. 
He  is  a true  small  berry  eater.  Unfortunately  this 
specimen  was  covered  with  fat. 

10.  Uaoropygla  nigrirostris.  This  one  specimen 
was  found  by  my  native  hunter.  Natives  have  a name  for 
the  bird  but  state  that  it  is  rarely  seen.  This  specimen, 
probably  a juvenile,  was  covered  with  fat.  A small  berry 
eater. 

11.  Ptlllnopus  solomonensis.  Common  on  the 
island.  Unfortunately,  many  were  in  moult  and  very  fat. 

I did  manage  to  obtain  10  good  specimens.  The  fruit  dove 
is  a small  berry  eater  and  is  found  anywhere  from  small 
shrubs  to  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees-  On  Nauna  they 
aeem  to  fly  down  into  the  low  shrubs  to  roost  at  night. 

12.  Caloenas  nicobarioa.  Natives  report  the 
ni cobar  pigeon  as  visiting  the  island  at  times,  but  none 
*®re  observed  during  my  visit. 

13.  Aoeiplter  dampierl.  Apparently  quite 
°°Kimon  for  such  a small  island.  Several  juveniles  but 
0lUy  0ne  adult  was  brought  in,  rtiich  would  indicate  that 

110  bird  nests  on  Nauna.  Eats  lizards. 

14.  Trlohoglo3sus.  A number  were  heard  on  the 
islaad  and  on  several  occasions;  others  were  observed  fly- 
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ing  both  to  and  from  the  island.  They  appear  to  be 
highly  migratory  all  through  the  group. 

15.  Halcyon  admiralltatis.  Only  this  one 
pair  were  found  on  the  island.  I believe  that  not 
more  than  one  or  two  pair  inhabit  each  small  island. 

Both  myself  and  hunter  spent  many  hours  looking  for  more. 
Stomaohs  of  both  contained  small  fii&tes. 

16.  Halcyon  sanota.  One  was  observed. 

17.  Halcyon  - species.  Only  this  one 
individual  was  encountered  along  the  beach.  Natives 
tell  me  that  kingfishers  are  not  abundant,  one  or  two 
being  all  that  they  see  at  one  time. 

18.  Monarch  a cinerascens.  Common  on  the 
island  but  unfortunately  practically  every  specimen  taken 
was  badly  in  moult.  I concluded  that  it  would  be  better 
to  wait  and  obtain  a series  at  another  island  where  speci- 
mens were  in  better  condition. 

19.  Collooalla  esculents.  A few  of  these  were 
observed  flying  about  the  island.  It  is  possible  that 
this  species  flies  from  one  island  to  another  in  the 
group,  as  I once  observed  a number  of  them  just  at  dusk 
high  In  the  air  several  miles  from  land  and  apparently 
flying  from  Manus  proper  to  Baluwan . 

20.  Aplonis  canteroides.  Only  one  was  taken. 

A few  were  heard  &bout  the  island  in  the  high  trees.  This 
species  is  by  no  means  common. 

21.  Myzomela  nigrlta.  Common  species  on  the 
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Island.  Everywhere  in  shrubs  and  low  trees.  Un- 
fortunately, this  species  was  also  very  fat  and  in  moult 
but  I managed  to  obtain  a series. 

22 . Zosterops.  Common  all  over  the  island, 
in  shrubs  and  low  trees.  Ihese  birds  fly  about  in  small 
flocks  and  their  musical  twittering  may  be  heard  at  all 
hours  of  the  day.  This  species  was  also  in  moult  but  I 
managed  to  obtain  a rather  good  series. 

The  native  boys  of  the  island  obtain  the  sticky 
sap  of  the  bread  fruit  tree,  smear  it  on  the  branches  of 
the  pau-pau  trees  and  shrubs  where  Zosterops  are  in  the 
habit  of  feeding  and  in  this  way  catch  numbers  of  the 
birds.  The  feathers  of  the  bird  become  glued  with  the 
sticky  sap  or  gum  and  imprison  the  bird.  Many  small 
boys  exhibited  strings  of  20  to  30  each  of  these  birds 
which  they  had  captured  in  this  way.  The  boys  play  with 
the  captured  birds  until  they  become  tired  of  this  game 
and  then  eat  the  birds^ 

The  old  chief  of  Nauna  told  me  that  he  started 
out  from  Nauna  with  10  birds,  Zosterops,  that  had  been 
captured  with  the  gum  of  the  bread  fruit  tree,  but  before 
he  could  reach  Father  Broggatt  at  Sabagalau,  at  Seadler- 
hafen,  most  of  them  had  died  and  only  one  or  two  were 
saved.  it  was  in  thi3  manner  that  Zosterops  ottomeyeri 


was  first  taken 
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This  constitutes  all  of  the  birds  of  Nauna, 
except  the  migratory  shore-birds  which,  of  course,  visit 
the  shores  periodically, 

I questioned  the  natives  of  Nauna  concerning 
the  small  islands  of  Los  Reyes,  which,  the  Nauna  natives 
visit  periodically  for  fish  and  turtles*  They  informed 
me  that  the  blaok  Myzomela,  Monarcha  cinerascens,  and 
Halcyon  were  the  only  birds  there  (except  sea  birds,  terns, 
etc.).  These  natives  stated  emphatically  that  Eypotaenidia 
does  not  inhabit  either  Nauna  or  the  Los  Reyes  Islands. 
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SAN  MIGUEL  ISLANDS 


The  San  Miguel  Islands,  eight  small  islets  and 
a horse-shoe  shaped  atoll  forming  a groups  lie  about  half 
way  between  Manus  Island  and  Rambutyo  island.  All  of 
these  are  low-lying  sandy,  narrow  islets,  covered  with 
shrubs  and  low  trees.  None  of  them  are  inhabited  by 
natives  and  all  abound  in  mosquitoes. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  anchored  there  the 
evening  of  April  14th  and  sailed  the  morning  of  April  Elat. 
Work  was  carried  on  ashore  while  the  complement  returned 
to  the  ship  at  night  to  sleep. 

At  some  seasons  of  the  year  Man  oTWar  birds  and 
terns  are  reported  to  roost  there  but  none  were  found  there 
during  our  stay.  Duoula  is  also  supposed  to  nest  there 
but  this  bird  was  also  absent. 

No  fresh  water  was  obtainable  on  any  of  these  is- 
lands which  are  visited  only  periodi oally  by  trochus  shell 
hunters  or  native  hunting  parties  in  search  of  turtles  and 
birds  for  food. 

Very  heavy  rains  and  strong  gales  made  the  first 
part  of  the  stay  much  more  difficult  than  the  last  few  days. 

Bird  life  was  more  abundant  than  anticipated  and 
the  only  place  where  more  than  pairs  of  kingfishers  have 
been  found. 
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San  Miguel 


Birds 


1. 

2* 

3. 

4. 
5* 
6. 
7. 


8. 


9. 

10. 

11. 


Haliaetus  leuoogaster 
Accipiter  novaehollandia 
Megapode 

Ptilinopus  solomonensis 
Macropygia  nigrirostris 
Trichoglossus 
Halcyon  admiral!  tatis 
Halcyon  an  chore  ta 
Rhipidura  semirubra 
Monarcha  cinerascens 
Myzomela  nigrita 


1 

2 

1 

9 

5 

8 

16 

1 

2 

5 

13 


11  species 
63  individuals 


1.  Haliaetus  leuoogaster.  A pair  was  observed 
°n  these  islands  but  unfortunately  one  only  was  obtained, 
^his  specimen  was  in  fine  plumage  with  a wing  spread  of 
3ix  eight  inohes  and  measured  thirty-one  inches  in 

leiigth  from  the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  tip  of  the  tail. 
Stomach  contents:  very  large  fish. 

The  two  birds  roosted  in  the  top  of  a very  tall 
t?8e*  They  would  leave  the  roost  at  dawn,  well  before 
sun~up  and  fly  out  to  sea  to  neighboring  islands  and  usually 
rQturn  just  at  dark.  I have  no  doubt  but  what  they  were 
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in  the  habit  of  visiting  Pak,  Baluwan,  Rambutyo,  and 
Manus  Island  and  nearby  reefs,  all  of  which  are  within  a 
radius  of  forty  miles  of  their  roosting  site. 

2 • Aooipiter  novaehollandia.  A few  in  the  is- 
lands, possibly  stray  birds  from  other  islands.  stomach 
contents:  one  black  Uyzomela  among  the  lizards. 

3.  Megapode.  Very  few  on  the  island,  possibly 
chance  visitors  from  other  groups.  Stomaoh  contents: 
molusca,  crabs,  etc. 

4.  Ptlllnopus  solomonensis.  Quite  common  on 
the  small  islands  where  one  finds  them  working  about  in 
the  tops  of  the  trees,  feeding  on  small  berries.  It  is 
strange  that  only  the  one  female  was  encountered  among 
those  taken  and  the  native  hunters  could  not  find  them 
nesting.  All  of  the  specimens  were  very  fat  and  difficult 
to  clean. 

5.  Maoropygia  nigrirostris.  Fairly  common  on 
the  islands.  This  species  is  most  difficult  to  obtain 
without  spoiling  the  feathers;  usually  the  hunter  cannot  ap- 
proach close  enough  to  use  the  aux  cartridges  and  must, 

therefore , depend  upon  the  larger  cartridges  which  blow  the 
birds  to  pieces.  Found  in  the  tops  of  trees.  Feeds  on 


3raaU  berries. 

6.  Trichoglossus:  Common  on  this  group  of  is 

lahds.  They  travel  about  in  small  flocks,  inquisitive  and 
n°isy  as  elsewhere.  When  they  sight  the  hunter  their  alarm 
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islands,  they  were  noticed  migrating  in  pairs  and  flocks. 
Food:  usually  small  berries  and  some  nectar. 

7.  Halcyon  admiralltatis . A much  desired 
series  was  obtained  from  all  of  the  islands.  Always  found 
near  the  salt  water,  either  perched  on  dead  snags  over- 
hanging  the  water  or  on  the  expos  ed  reefs  near  the  sand 
beach.  Their  harsh  rattle-like  "kick-kick'*  cry  may  be 
heard  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  Feeds  entirely  upon  small 
fish  and  small  crabs. 

8.  Halcyon  anchoreta.  Only  this  one  specimen 

was  found. 

9.  Rhipidura  semirubra.  Quite  a number  were 
found  darting  about  among  the  shrubs  of  the  large  atoll. 

They  were  very  tame  and  would  perch  on  the  ten  ropes  for 
many  minutes  before  flying  away.  Nestlings,  beginning  to 
feather,  were  found  on  Apr.  / .7th.  Food:  small  beetles 
and  insects. 

10.  Monarcha  clnerasoens.  Quite  common  every- 
where on  all  of  the  islands.  Food:  shining  beetles, 

flying  ants. 

11.  Myzomela  nigrita.  Very  common  everywhere; 
unfortunately,  mmy  were  in  moult.  This  species  is  very 
difficult  to  prepare  when  fat  as  it  loses  most  of  its 
feathers.  Apparently  nesting,  as  pairs  were  observed 
copulating  in  the  air,  but  no  nests  were  found.  Food: 
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THE  ANCHORITES 


The  Kaniet  or  Anchorite  Islands,  five  in  number, 
lie  some  fifty  miles  north  and  east  of  the  Hermit  Group 
in  0-  54*  South  Latitude  and  145  30*  East  Longitude. 

The  Admiralty  Sailing  Directions  describe  them 
as  follows:  "These  islands  (were)  discovered  by 

Bougainville  in  1768.  There  are  five  islands  in  the 
group  and  they  occupy  a space  of  about  2-1/2  miles  in  a 
North-east  and  South-west  direction.  They  are  low  flat 
islands,  thickly  covered  with  cocoanut  trees  and  connected 
to  each  other  by  a reef.  The  northern-most  is  the  largest 
island,  being  about  half  a mile  in  length."  No  anchorage 
is  available,  the  whole  of  the  group  being  surrounded  by  a 
fringing  reef  of  some  200  yards  in  width,  which  does  not 
contain  an  anchorage  or  opening. 

The  "H.M.S."  Alacrity,  which  visited  the  group  in 
1874  reports  as  follows:  "The  natives  somewhat  resemble  the 

Chinese  in  features,  they  are  of  a light  color,  with/long 
straight  black  hair,  which  they  wear  closely  rolled  up  on 
top  of  the  head;  the  population  estimated  at  about  90  was  re- 
ported to  be  dying  out  — " 

There  are  to-day  (May  1934)  just  two  old  women  and 
one  old  man  remaining  on  the  islands.  The  others  have  died 
out  or  were  lost  in  their  sailing  canoes  while  making  the 
annual  fishing  trip  between  Anchorites  and  Commerson  Island. 

All  of  the  islands  are  now  planted  with  cocoanuts 
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with  no  bu3h  of  any  kind  remaining. 

Adverse  currents  running  as  much  as  four  knots 
per  hour  cause  navigators  no  end  of  trouble  in  trying  to 
put  up  this  low-lying  atoll.  Many  times  copra  ships  have 
missed  it  altogether  and  have  been  forced  to  return  to  the 
Hermits  or  the  Ninigo  Islands  to  get  a bearing  before  con- 
tinuing their  search. 

In  the  "Pa to”,  we  missed  the  Anchorites  and  put 
up  at  CTommerson  Island,  30  miles  to  the  northwest,  Just  at 
dark.  Because  of  the  strong  current,  heavy  swell,  and 
tide  rips,  I couldn't  land  on  Commerson  but  continued  on  to 
the  eastward,  putting  up  at  the  Anchorite  Islands  at  10:30 
at  night.  I landed  at  once  because  of  the  current,  getting 
through  the  surf  without  the  aid  of  a moon  - no  mean  feat  - 
while  the  ship  returned  to  the  Hermit  Islands  to  an  anchorage. 

After  a night  on  the  sand  beach,  camp  was  established 
in  an  old  shed  where  we  spent  from  Wednesday,  May  16th,  to 
Tuesday,  May  22nd,  searching  and  collecting  what  species 
were  present. 

There  were  at  this  time  a Malay,  his  wife,  and 

> 

four  children,  also  forty  indentured  natives  living  on  the 
islands  preparing  copra.  These  people,  along  with  the 
three  old  natives,  find  life  very  hard  indeed.  The  soil 
is  entirely  sand,  which  makes  the  growing  of  taro,  paw-paw, 
bananas  and  other  common  tropic  produce  impossible.  On 
rare  occasions  some  one  might  spear  a fish  but, for  the 
most  part,  all  of  the  human  beings  exist  on  rice  and  sago 
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which  is  brought  by  schooners  when  collecting  copra* 

Such  visits  are  made  periodically  with  intervals  of  any- 
where from  three  to  seven  months  between  trips. 

Fresh  water  is  often  scarce  and  one  must  use 
brackish  water  from  the  seepage  holes  dug  in  the  sand. 
Mosquitoes  and  sand-flies  are  so  bad  at  times  that  one 
must  live  under  a net  during  the  day.  It  was  here  also 
that  I came  down  wi  th  my  first  attack  of  gastric  malaria. 

Bird-life  is  almost  non-existant,  having  been 
destroyed  or  died  out  with  the  destruction  of  the  native 
bush.  The  old  native  resident  told  me, as  did  natives  of 
of  the  Hermits  and  Ninigos,  that  formerly  there  were 
numbers  of  land-birds  in  the  bush.  These  have  all  dis- 
appeared. 

1.  Nyctl corax  oaledonious.  One  specimen. 

Native  name:  Kahrauh.  This  name  is  used  for  both  Nyc tl- 

nnd  Demi-egretta.  The  old  native  told  me  that 
Nyoticorax  is  a chance  visitor  to  the  Anchorites.  One 
or  two  individuals  might  be  seen  for  a time  but  would  be 
abSQnt  again  for  a year  or  more.  During  my  brief  visit 
this  one  was  observed  and  taken  in  the  swamp  on  the  northern 
11108 1 island  of  the  group. 

2.  Hypotaenldia  phllippensls.  10  specimens, 
name  :Kay  ohahl* . Reported  very  common  in  the  olden 

before  the  islands  were  planted  with  cocoanuts  and  be- 
0rQ  indentured  labor  began  snaring  them. 


At  the  present 
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time  there  are  only  a few  left  in  the  islands  and  those, 
in  all  probability,  will  not  survive  many  more  years* 

The  remaining  ones  are  found  in  the  grass  and  the  weeds 
and  are  best  hunted  very  early  in  the  morning  or  just  at 
dusk.  They  have  a rather  shrill  little  cry  which  they 
utter  when  disturbed. 

From  information  I can  gather,  the  natives  of 
the  Anohorites,  like  those  of  the  Ninigos  and  Hermits, 
did  and  do  not,  trap  or  snare  Hypotaenldia  for  food,  but 
it  has  only  been  since  the  advent  of  the  indentured 
laborers  from  other  areas  that  this  has  taken  place. 

3.  Gygis  alba.  1 specimen.  Bi  jahn* . 

Three  or  four  of  these  were  observed  flying  about  the  is- 
land and  one  was  taken  for  a record. 

4.  Halcyon  ohloris  anohore ta.  10  specimens. 

Native  name:  Yaw  ohi * . 7/e  managed  to  obtain  a series  of 

these  from  the  islands  although  they  are  by  no  means 
plentiful.  It  is  strange  that  the  white-headed  variety 

( saurophaga ) was  not  encountered  here.  Halcyon  includes 
lizards  in  his  diet  at  times  and  this  was  quite  pronounced 
on  the  Anchorites. 

5.  Almost  - acrooephalus.  1 specimen.  No  name. 
Only  this  one  specimen  was  encountered,  alone,  in  a small 
shrub  near  the  sand  beach.  The  old  native  could  not  give 
me  a name  for  this  bird  but  reported  that  small  flooks 
formerly  inhabited  the  bush.  The  crop  of  the  bird  con- 
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tains d.  very  3mall  seeds*  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
head  was  nearly  torn  off  of  this  specimen  when  it  was  re- 
ceived. 

6.  Monarch  a oinerascens.  £ specimens. 

Native  name:  Ju  hi*.  A few  are  to  be  fotind  among  the 

shrubs  of  the  island.  Unfortunately  this  species  was 
badly  in  moult  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

7.  Myzomela  nigrita.  4 specimens.  Native 

name:  Gi  ahl*.  A few  in  the  Anchorites ; unfortunately 

these  also  were  in  moult  and  very  fat  in  May. 


There  are  a number  of  other  birds  known  to  the 
Anchorites,  most  of  which  are  now  extinct  or  have  migrated 
elsewhere. 

1.  Megapod ius.  Captain  Mackenzie  tells  me  that 
he  found  Megapodes  very  common  on  the  Anchorites  when  he 
first  visited  them  in  1921.  He  states  that  he  shot  a 
number  for  food.  The  Malay,  who  is  now  the  present  over- 
seer of  the  Anchorite  plantations  tells  me  that  in  1932 
when  he  first  came  to  the  Anchorites  he  heard  one  Megapode 
calling  once,  but  since  that  time  has  neither  nor  heard 
the  bird.  At  the  present  time,  May  1934,  there  are  no 
Megapodes  on  the  islands.  I presume  that  they  have  been 
trapped  and  shot  to  extinction. 

The  old  native  tells  me  that  in  former  days 
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Megapodes  were  very  plentiful  and  that  the  eggs  were 
highly  prized  as  food. 

Native  name  : Ki*  aup 

2.  Ducula  paoifloa.  The  black-knobbed  pigeon 
is  reported  by  the  o}.d  native  to  have  inhabited  the  is- 
lands at  the  time  the  Germans  first  oame  and  planted  the 
coooanuts.  This  pigeon  disappeared  from  these  islands 
years  ago. 

3.  Ptilinopus  solomonensis . The  old  native 
recognized  an  example  of  this  bird  and  reports  that  it  was 
an  inhabitant  before  the  coooanuts  were  planted. 

4.  Kerops  ornatus.  A few  were  observed  on  the 

island.  Native  name:  Ta  ba  jehl*. 

5.  Deml-egretta  sacra.  Both  the  black  and  white 

phase  were  observed  in  about  equal  numbers.  The  first 
observation  of  the  white  phase  in  the  Admiralties  campaign, 
May  1934.  Native  name:  Kah  rauh* 

6.  Sterna  bergii.  Keh  keh  eu.  Observed  along 
the  reefs;  reported  to  nest  on  Commerson. 

7.  Charadriua.  Reported  at  times.  Native 

name:  Twehf  up. 

8.  Numenius . Reported  at  times.  Native 


name: 


Kawkawk* 
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9,  Fregata  minor.  Observed  in  the  air;  roosts 

on  Commerson.  I did  not  observe  the  large  Man  off7ar  bird, 
Native,  name:  Sahk* » 

10.  Anous  stolidus.  Observed;  roosts  on 

Oommerson.  Native  name:  Bah  lahn* 

This  constitutes  all  of  the  known  Anchorite 
Island  birds.  It  is  strange  that  the  following  were  not 
observed  and  apparently  not  known  to  the  natives.  I would 
like  to  oall  attention  to  the  following: 

1.  Starling 

2.  Sun  bird 

3.  Halcyon  sancta 

4.  Tringa  hypoleuoa 

5.  Migrant  ouokoo 

6.  Haloyon  saurophaga 
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COMMERSON  ISLAND 


3ae,  or  Commerson  Islands,  two  in  number,  lie 
about  30  miles  northwest  of  the  Anchorite  Group.  They 
are  both  low  flat  sandy  knobs  of  not  more  than  an  acre  in 
area,  and  are  connected  at  ebb  tide  by  a reef.  The 
largest  one  is  covered  with  3hrubs  and  trees  while  the 
western  and  smaller  islet  bears  one  lone  cocoanut  palm 
(May  1934).  These  two  islands  are  reported  to  be  the 
nesting  grounds  for  turtles  and  sea  birds,  while  the  sur- 
rounding waters  abound  in  sharks.  The  islands  also  axe 
oovered  with  large  land  crabs. 

Such  small  vessels  and  pinnaces  as  do  visit  that 
locality,  principally  Japanese  shell  fishermen,  attempt  to 
put  boys  ashore  to  gather  tortoise  and  their  eggs,  land 
crabs,  and  bird’s  eggs  (when  these  are  available)  which  are 
used  for  food. 

I have  been  told  that  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December  countless  numbers  of  sea  birds,  such 
as  terns  and  Man  o’War  birds,  may  be  found  nesting  there. 
Between  the  months  of  late  December  and  May,  no  small  vessel 
ever  visits  either  the  iCommerson  or  Anchorite  Islands.  The 
northwest  monsoon  blows  with  irregular  but  extreme  velocity, 
making  this  area  dangerous. 

I had  hoped  to  spend  a few  days  on  Commerson  Island 
but  was  forced  to  give  up  this  plan  when  the  actual  time  came, 
As  reiterated  elsewhere,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  land  on 
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Commerson  the  night  we  visited  it  because  of  tide  rips,  etc. 
When  Mackenzie  came  to  take  me  off*  the  Anchorites,  he  re- 
fused to  put  me  on  Commerson  and  chance  another  trip  out 
with  the  engine  running  spasmodically.  As  it  turned  out 
later  Mackenzie  was  right  in  his  prognostications. 

The  old  native  of  the  Anchorite  Islands  gave  me 
all  of  the  necessary  data  on  the  Commerson  Islands  which  I 
have  incorporated  in  these  notes. 

In  the  old  days,  the  natives  of  the  Anchorites 
spent  about  half  of  their  time  on  Commerson  Island.  These 
people  would  build  an  armade  of  canoes,  sail  over  to  Com- 
merson from  the  Anchorites  and  remain  there  perhaps  a year 
or  more.  Birds,  land  crabs,  fish,  tortoise  and  their  eggs, 
sharks  and  porpoise  were  plentiful.  Many  natives  remained 
away  for  years. 

On  rare  occasions  the  Hermit  and  Ninigo  people 
found  their  way  out  to  these  islands  and  at  other  times  the 
Anchorite  people  were  caught  in  storms  or  tides  and  carried 
to  these  other  islands  where  any  of  the  above-named  un- 
fortunates were  killed  or  enslaved  by  the  opposing  residents. 

About  twenty-five  years  ago  a large  party  of 
natives  set  out  from  Anchorites  to  make  their  pilgrimage  to 
Commerson.  Those  natives  were  never  heard  of  again  and  it 
is  supposed  that  they  perished  in  a storm.  Since  that  time 

the  population  has  dwindled  to  three  survivors. 

The  birds  of  Commerson  are  recorded  as  follows: 

1.  Puffinus  - None  - I did  not  see  them  in  the 
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vicinity  of  these  two  groups.  The  old  native  states  em- 


phatically that  the  petrel  does  not  nest  or  roost  there. 

He  recognized  Pufflnus  leucomelas  as  a bird  sometimes 

seen  at  sea  and  differentiated  correctly  between  "the  petrels* 

flight  and  that  of  Anous  stolidus. 

2.  Phalaorocorax  - None  - I have  observed  this 
bird  once  in  the  territory,  and  that  was  at  sea  half  way 
between  Kar-kar  Island  and  Manus,  Admiralties. 

3.  Pregata  ariel  - This  bird  was  observed  in 
abundance  about  Commerson  Island.  It  roosts  and  nests 
there.  I did  not  observe  the  Great  Frigate  Bird. 

4.  Gannets  - There  are  three  kinds  of  boobys  on 
Commerson,  the  Rea-footed,  Blue-faced,  and  the  Brown.  All 
of  them  appear  to  be  numerous. 

5.  Anous  stolidus  and  minutus  - Both  species  were 
observed  in  abundance,  flying  to  and  from  the  island. 

6.  A small  white  bird  with  webbed  feet  - probably 
a grebe,  not  a duck,  according  to  native  report.  I did  not 
3ee  it. 

7.  Sterna  bergii  - Nests  on  Commerson. 

8.  Gygis  alba  - Nests  on  Commerson. 

9.  Shore  birds  - accidental 


esJaJe  ariJan  Mo  arfT  .aquo-x^  ow?  «E©rfA  to  ^jjtnioiv 
. ai»ri^  Jeoox  10  Ja©fi  Jon  eeofi  leTtfeq  ©dJ  JadA 

eejjiiJemoa  f>iid  a ea  ssJaaoone  X eimJt'i'U^  boslngooei  eH 
8ieU»q  ©dd  nested  ^iJoanoo  b®JaidfleieV;t.ti  bn*  8©a  Js  nose 

a.  atrooA  to  JadJ  bn  a Jrigin 
alrfj  JbeTTwadc  evad  I - a - • rfdn  ,s 

y;zv  tlad  -aa  Ja  aaw  .tadt  bnfc  i*n^  axi*  nl  aono  biW 

•esiw  laiinbA  ,8i/oa?l  bos  basis I X8d-rta2  n©©*rt*d 

ai  bevaevi Jo  tnv  btldS  airf?  - IqJttc  T «5 

sdtasn  bas  e:rioo*x  1 1 .JbneXal  noa-xonr  ode  ©oxisbrn/^ 

s5Tt>  ©dJ  ©Ttteedo  ton  btb  1 *®19^ 

no  e^dood  to  sbalii  ©©id  8ia  wo . " - ^Sy/S-SH 

II, * .nwcrfl  e:i ♦ Jb  :j  , becnl-airl7  , beJoo'-  ov.  ©dJ  , non •’•'v 

.ei/O'ienuu'fl  od  o.-  ia©qcr®  usrfJ 

! - a pj  unta  bn*  auL  JIoJ  8 anon  A *d 

• bnalel  sdt  m a oJ  snincll  ci  dev^8dc 

tllstf oiq  - Joet  Xoddew  dtJtw  bild  ©J’Xriw  Xlar-fi 

•Jioqei  ©vXJan  oJ  sxxtJbiooo©  tiowf>  © *oa  ,e^ 

.it  ®0E 


.8 

.e 


• aosxsnmo:  ;?o  sjatf;  - <- JA  /red 
•noRianLooC  no  a?a©t!  - ©dlfl  « 

XaJ  nobio oa  - ebiid  strode* 


10.  Demigretta  sacra 


On  Comnerson 


11.  Nicobar  pigeon  - Old  native  reports  that 
this  bird  occurs  on  Commerson  at  times.  No  reoent  reoord 
in  Anchorites. 

12.  Halcyon  anchors ta  - reported  on  the  island. 

13.  Monarcha  cinerasoens  - reported  present. 

14.  Myzomala  nigrita  - not  present. 
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HERMIT  ISLANDS 


The  Hermit  Group  in  Latitude  1»-31»S,  Longitude 
145®— OS'S.  are  a collection  of  16  islands  covering  an  area 
of  about  12  miles  by  10  miles.  They  are  all  enclosed 
within  a circular  reef  which  almost  forms  an  atoll.  Luf 
Island  is  the  highest,  its  mountains  reaching  an  elevation 
of  about  800  feet.  Maron  Island  is  about  350  feet  in 
height  and  one  or  two  others  reach  almost  that  level. 

All  of  these  islands,  with  the  exception  of  Luf, 
which  is  slowly  undergoing  cultivation,  are  now  planted 
with  cocoanuts.  On  Luf  Island  there  is  still  to  be  found 
some  native  bush.  The  surface  of  all  these  islands  ic 

°oraline  and  very  rough,  which  hindered  the  hunting  some- 

what. 

During  the  German  occupation  Maron  Island  was 
used  as  a copra  and  trochus  shell  concentrating  centre  for 
of  the  surrounding  groups,  including  the  Admiralty  Is- 
lands. a stone  castle  was  built  on  the  top  of  karon  Is- 
lfind  as  a headquarters  for  the  company,  and  is  even  ( today) 

best  built  home  in  the  territory. 

The  natives  of  the  Hermit  Islands  are  practically 
xtinot.  There  are  some  19  remaining  (May  1934),  but  they 
mostly  a mixture  with  indentured  labourers  from  other 
Parts  of  the  territory.  I doubt  if  there  are  more  than 

tw°  °*“  three  full  blooded  Hermit  Islanders  remaining. 
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The  Whitney  Expedition  reached  the  Hermits 
May  10th  and  sailed  for  the  Ninigo  Group  June  1st,  during 
which  time  Coultas  visited  the  Anchorite  Islands. 

Considerable  fever  was  met  with  during  our  stay 
in  the  group  though  hunting  was  carried  on  daily.  Maron 
was  used  as  a base  most  of  the  time  and  visits  to  Luf  and 
other  places  made  in  canoes.  The  lack  of  fresh  vegetables 
was  also  felt  here. 

Unlike  the  Ninigos,  there  are  no  swamps  on  the 
Hermits  and  herons  were  not  encountered. 

The  engine  of  the  "Pa to'*  began  offering  very 
stubborn  resistance  while  we  were  in  the  Hermit  Islands. 

We  used  sails  to  reach  the  Ninigo  Islands  after  three  days 
delay. 

Birds  of  the  Hermit  Islands 

1.  Hypotaenidia  ohilippensls.  9 specimens. 
Native  name:  Ne  nu  kal.  This  speoies  was  found  to  inhabit 
Maron  and  the  smaller  islands.  We  did  not  encounter  it  on 
Luf  Island  in  the  true  bush  where  one  might  expect  it  to 
k®  located.  These  were  taken  in  the  cocoanut  plantation 
were  found  in  grassy  patches  with  the  growth  about  a 
f°ot  high.  when  startled,  they  would  run  in  the  opposite 
Motion,  and  would  attempt  to  hide  behind  the  base  of  a 
*O0°anut  oalm,  a stone,  or  a log.  On  several  occasions 
1 hav®  seen  them  fly  20  or  30  yards  distance. 

As  a general  rule  this  bird  is  shy  and  retiring. 
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though  I did  observe  several,  at  different  times, 
frequenting  Mr.  Brewster's  garden,  just  outside  the  house. 

The  indentured  natives  snare  many  for  food.  None 
of  the  boys,  though,  could  tell  me  anything  about  the 
birds  nest. 

2.  Dueula  paoifioa.  3 specimens.  A few- 
still  remain  on  Luf  Island  only,  where  they  keep  to  the 
high  trees.  One  never  sees  them  flying  over  the  planta- 
tions. Tears  of  persistant  hunting,  for  food,  has  re- 
duced this  bird's  numbers  badly.  During  our  visit  (May 
1934)  a number  of  advanced  juveniles  were  taken,  which 
would  indicate  that  a nesting  period  had  just  been  com- 
pleted. 

Duoula  rhodinolema.  One  example  of  this 
species  was  brought  in  during  our  stay,  but  in  such  a de- 
plorable condition  that  we  could  not  save  it.  Mr. 

Brewster  informed  me  that  his  shoot  boys  occasionally 
bring  in  both  species  of  Dueula  but  always  a predominance 
of  Duoula  pacifica.  Probably  rhodinolema  migrated  to 
other  islands  at  times. 

Galoenas  nicobarica.  This  species  is  known  to 
occur  on  Luf  at  times  and  at  others  absent.  We  did  not 
encounter  it  during  our  visit. 

3.  Aplonis.  Fifteen  specimens.  By  far  the 
most  common  bird  in  the  group.  It  is  found  everywhere 
in  true  bush,  on  cocoanut  trees  and  in  gardens.  Nearly 
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always  in  flocks  or  pairs,  noisy,  quarrelsome  and  mis- 
chievous. In  this  species  the  iris  is  always  yellow  in 
the  adults  and  whitish  with  a pale  pinkish  tinge  in  the 
juveniles.  Stomachs  contained  paw -paw,  small  beetles, 
grubs,  and  small  berries. 

4.  Anous  mlnutus.  One  specimen.  A few  of 
this  species  were  observed  flying  about  in  the  group.  I 
am  sure  they  roost  in  the  group  at  night  but  migrate  to 
Commerson  or  the  Admiralty  Islands  to  nest. 

5.  Frigate  ariel.  No  specimens.  Frigate 
birds  are  reported  to  roost  on  Mona  Island  at  times,  but 
we  did  not  encounter  them  during  our  stay. 

6.  Gygis  alba.  One  specimen.  Native  name: 
Kahn  al * . a few  0f  this  species  were  flying  about  the 
group.  It  is  strange  that  we  did  not  encounter  sterna 
bergii  nor  Sterna  sumatrana. 

7.  Triokoglossus.  Four  specimens.  Native 

name:  Si*  pelt.  Common  about  the  cocoanut  plantations 

which  they  inhabit.  This  species  was  covered  with  fat 
at  the  time  of  our  visit  and  a large  series  was  not  at- 
tempted. 

8.  Halcyon  admiral! tatls.  Twelve  specimens. 

9.  Halcyon  anchor ita.  Nine  specimens.  Native 
name:  Kay*  eu.  Mr.  Brewster,  of  Maron,  informs  me  that 
he  has  definitely  observed  one  of  each  species  mating, 
nesting,  and  carrying  food  to  their  nestlings  in  a hole 

in  the  corner  of  his  house.  Either  these  are  one  and  the 
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same  species  or  else  two  different  species  which,  inter- 
breed. 


There  is  an  objection  to  the  former  hypotheses. 

I did  not  find  the  white-headed  species  on  the  Anchorites. 

In  the  Hermits,  both  Halcyons  are  found  among 
the  cocoanut  palms  as  well  as  along  the  sea-shore.  I have 
never  seen  either  species  In  true  bush  away  from  the 
beaches.  As  the  food  in  the  stomach  of  the  bird  at  this 
plaoe  and  the  Anchorites  includes  lizards  and  an  occasional 
grasshopper  along  with  small  fish  and  crabs,  it  is  possible 
that  diet  attracts  the  birds  away  from  their  customary 
haunts.  Or,  perhaps,  the  fact  that  no  dead  trees  or 
holes  of  sorts  are  available  for  nests.  These  species  have 
learned  by  using  the  bases  of  cocoanut  fronds  at  the  tops 
of  the  cocoanut  palms  for  nesting  sites. to  accept  a different 
type  of  food  closer  at  hand. 

9.  Ptilinopus  solomensis.  One  specimen.  Indeed 
rare  on  Luf  Island,  their  home.  Upon  two  different  oc- 
casions females  were  taken,  one  of  which  could  not  be  saved, 
but  never  a male  observed  or  taken. 

10.  Oallioolumba  jobiensis.  One  specimen.  Only 
this  one  specimen  observed  or  taken.  Very  rare  or  perhaps 
a migrant  form  elsewhere. 

11.  Charadrius.  One  example  for  record. 

Numenlus  was  not  observed. 

TTinga  was  not  observed. 
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Cinnyuis.  Two  specimens 


Only  a few  on 
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on  Maron  Island;  not  a common  bird,  I did  not  find  it 

on  the  Anchorites  or  Ninigo  Groups,  This  bird  was  not 

observed  on  Luf  Island, 

13,  Myzomela  nigrita.  Five  specimens.  Not  on 
Luf  Island,  but  the  others  of  the  Group,  Tolerably  common, 
as  was  my  experience  on  several  islands  at  this  time  of 
year.  Birds  v/ere  covered  in  layers  of  fat.  The  process 
of  degreasing  loosens  so  many  feathers  that  the  specimen 
presents  a barren  appearance.  Found  in  tops  of  cocoanut 
trees. 

14,  Monarcha  cineresoens.  Seven  specimens.  Not 
on  Luf  Island  either,  but  other  small  islands.  This 
species  was  fat  and  moulting  also.  Stomach:  small  Insects. 
This  species  restricts  itself  to  small  shrubs.  Does  not 
occur  in  cocoanut  trees. 

Demigretta  sacra.  A few  were  observed  along  the 
reefs,  only  the  dark  phase  being  present. 
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NINIGO  ISLANDS 


The  Ninigo  or  L’Exohequier  Islands,  Bougain- 
ville’s chess-board,  lie  about  40  miles  west  and  north  of 
the  Hermit  Group  in  one  degree-fifteen  minutes  south 
Latitude  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  degrees-twenty 
minutes  East  Longitude.  They  consist  of  six  distinct 
atolls  and  number  collectively  some  fifty  islands.  All 
of  these  are  small,  low,  flat  sandy  islets  with  an  eleva- 
tion of  from  one  foot  to  three  or  four  feet  above  high 
water  level.  In  many  instances  these  islets  are  saucer- 
shaped  with  a swamp  or  marsh  in  the  centre  of  each.  These 
marshy  spots  are  covered  with  bush  or  shrubs  or  mangroves, 
are  flooded  at  high  tide,  and  offer  the  only  true  bush  on 
the  islands . 

During  the  German  occupation  all  of  these  islands 
were  planted  with  cocoanuts  and  are  to-day  void  of  all  true 
bush.  Liot  Island,  to  the  eastward  of  this  group,  is  a 
dative  reserve  and  does  offer  some  bush,  but,  unfortunately, 
does  not  have  an  anchoreLge. 

Three  white  men  and  two  Malays  besides  several 
h^dred  indentured  labourers  care  for  the  various  planta- 
tions and  produce  a fair  quantity  of  oopra.  Besides  the 
Rationed,  there  still  remain  a hundred  or  more  Ninigo 
stives,  the  remnant  of  a once  prolific  race  of  people. 

711989  inhabitants  are  now  confined  to  three  or  four  very 
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small  islets  and  the  aforesaid  island  of  Liot. 

In  former  times  the  Ninigo  natives  were  both  ad- 
venturers and  very  clever  craftsmen.  Their  canoes  were 
and  still  are  the  best  found  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

With  sturdy  canoes,  equipped  with  beautiful,  finely  woven 
sails,  these  people  travelled  as  far  as  Palau,  Yap  and  Truk 
in  the  Caroline  Islands.  One  particular  headstrong  boy 
went  with  a party  to  Yap  Island,  was  brought  home  by  a 
German  man-of-war,  and  later  sailed  away  to  Yap  again.  His 
relatives  were  extremely  interested  when  they  learned  that 
the  expedition  had  visited  the  Carolines. 

Living  conditions  are  far  from  being  pleasant  in 
this  group  of  islands.  Very  few  if  any  vegetables  are 
grown,  because  of  the  sandy  soil  and  tide  seepage  level 
which  is  not  more  than  a foot  or  a foot  and  a half  under- 
ground. The  whites  who  live  there  cannot  grow  European 
foods,  while  the  natives  exist  upon  coooanuts,  pau  pau,  fish, 
home-grown  pig.  They  have  no  taro  or  yams  to  substitute 
with  the  former  diet.  Fresh  water  is  another  very  serious 
problem.  As  It  did  not  rain  as  frequently  as  we  would 
have  liked  during  our  stay  we  were  unable  to  save  sufficient 
rain  water  to  tide  us  over.  Consequently,  we  were  forced 
to  drink  dirty  saline  water  from  the  seepage  holes  dug  and 
used  by  the  natives.  I am  convinced  that  this  factor  had 
more  to  do  with  the  fever  and  dysentery  that  laid  me  up 
for  three  weeks  than  any  other  factor. 

The  expedition  reached  the  Ninlgo  Islands  on 
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June  3rd,  1934,  and  completed  the  survey  on  June  18th. 

Camp  was  established  on  three  different  islands,  though 
several  others  were  visited.  A week  was  spent  on  Ahu  Is- 
land at  the  Western  end  of  the  group.  One  day  was  suf- 
ficient at  Taulil  in  the  centre  of  the  Ninigo  Lagoon  from 
whence  we  shifted  to  PIhuh  Island  at  the  eastern  end  of 
the  Lagoon. 

The  collection  of  a series  of  Topa-typical 
Megapodes  caused  us  considerable  worry.  Ninigo  natives, 
like  those  in  the  Hermits  and  Anchorites,  insisted  that 
before  the  bush  was  cleared  and  cocoanuts  planted  many 
kinds  of  birds  inhabited  their  islands,  but  that  now 
nothing  was  left.  Different  natives  named  different  is- 
lands where  we  might  find  Megapodes  — none  of  them  were 
definite. 

Mr.  Jock  Kramer,  of  Lorengau,  Manus,  told  me  that 
he  had  once  found  them  on  Pihuh  - and  as  it  turned  out  later 
it  was  on  this  particular  island  that  we  made  our  collection. 
Fortunately,  too,  a number  of  Liot  natives  were  held  up  by 
the  weather  (adverse  winds)  at  Pihuh  and  turned  to  to  help 
us  out.  From  them  I learned  that  Liot  holds  nothing 
ornithologioally  that  does  not  occur  on  Pihuh  and  some  of 
the  other  islands. 

The  forthcoming  collection  of  22  Megapodes  from 
the  Ninigos  will  probably  be  the  one  and  only  series  ever 
taken  from  that  place  - they  are  disappearing  rapidly.  x 
might  add  further  that  Megapodes  have  disappeared  from  the 
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Anchorites  since  1921  and  are  not  to  be  found  at  present 


Hermit 

Islands  either. 

Native  Names 

1. 

Megapode 

Wha  kha* 

2. 

TTiohoglossus 

3iu*  wee 

3. 

Pandion 

Kai*  hot 

4. 

Haliastur  Indus 

Ho*  ohn 

5. 

Man  o' War 

Ah  tau ’ 

6. 

Hypotaenidia 

Pilehk* 

7. 

Ardetta 

Mah  lauhn* 

8. 

Aplonis 

Kah  met* 

9. 

Myzomela 

Pi  auk*  ush 

10. 

Monarcha 

Siwi  siu* 

11. 

Nycticorax 

Wy  ahl*  leh 

12. 

Gugis  alba 

Gih*  kuh 

13. 

Anous  minutus 

Pah  hang* 

14. 

Halcyon 

Ki  awk  ki * 

15. 

Demi  egretta 

Kau  * awk 

16. 

Dupe tor 

Mah  lauhn* 

Birds  of  the  Ninigo  Islands 

1*  Hypotaenldia  phllippen3ls.  11  specimens. 

Most  of  these  were  taken  on  the  Island  of  Ahu  at  the 
western  end  of  the  group,  though  they  appear  to  be  fairly 
common  on  Mai,  Longan,  Taulil,  Pihun,  Ami,  Lau,  and  others. 
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On  Ami  Island  I have  seen  them  walking  about  at  the  edge 
of  the  native  village,  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  with- 
out showing  more  than  casual  interest  in  human  beings. 

This  sort  of  a spectacle  to  one  who  is  accustomed  to  hunt- 
ing long  and  hard  for  even  a glimpse  of  a rail  is  indeed  a 
surprise. 

On  these  small  islands  of  the  Admiralty  Archi- 
pelago rails  do  not  have  very  much  shrub  or  bush  to  hide 
in.  Countless  years  of  association  with  humans  has 
probably  made  them  less  wary,  so  that  one  does  see  them 
running  or  walking  about  in  search  for  food  or  else  peeping 
from  behind  a stone  or  log  with  pure  inquisitiveness*  Yet 

when  I visited  the  tiny  island  of  Papembu3ch  near  Andra, 
the  type  locality,  on  the  north  coast  of  Manus,  I did  not 

see  or  hear  a bird.  Papembusch  is  only  a tiny  islet  which 
one  can  walk  around  in  three  minutes. at  the  most.  It  is 
covered  with  bush  and  shrub  which  makes  a perfect  hiding 
place  for  such  birds. 

The  natives  of  the  Ninigos,  Hermits,  and 
Anchorites  have  never  snared  Hypotaenidia  for  food  nor 
have  they  used  its  feathers  for  ceremonials,  which  may 
have  some  bearing  upon  their  actions  and  numbers  in  these  is 
land  groups. 

Hypotaenidia  is  usually  found  near  swamps,  If 
available,  or  in  the  short  grass  of  the  plantations.  One 
oan*t  help  but  find  it  if  they  look  hard  enough.  Their 
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shrill  cry, often  uttered  when  disturbed,  precedes  a short 
flight,  or  a quick  run  of  a few  yards.  They  always  call 
at  night,  and  one  oan  mark  their  feeding  or  resting  area 
by  this  means.  Food  consists  of  small  snails  and  small 
crabs  with  some  vegetable  matter.  I do  not  believe  that 
this  is  in  danger  of  extermination  on  these  islands. 

2.  Nyotlcorax.  6 specimens. 

Though  this  bird  is  known  to  fly  around  to  all  of  the  is- 
lands of  the  Ninigo  Group,  it  appears  to  roost  and  sleep 
on  Ahu  and  other  islands  which  contain  swamps.  We  did  not 
collect  it  on  Pihun  Islands  though  we  heard  it  at  night  on 
several  occasions. 

We  took  all  of  the  specimens  we  could  find  and 
from  this  number  I would  deduct  that  the  bird  is  not  too 
common. 

Nycticorax,  when  roosting  during  the  day,  secrets 
itself  well  in  the  tops  of  bughy  trees  or  mangroves  that 
are  covered  with  vines  and  is  not  easily  disturbed.  It 
takes  hours  of  patient  searching  to  find  them.  like 
Dupe  tor  and  Ardetta  sinensis,  one  is  apt  to  miss  the  bird 
entirely  unless  they  have  been  forewarned  by  a call  note 
or  have  information  from  the  natives. 

The  food  of  Nyoti  corax  consists  of  mallusca,  crabs, 
fish,  etc.,  vegetable  matter  from  Swamps  - with  this  material 
in  their  stomachs  one  finds  that  they  decompose  rapidly. 

I might  mention  here  that  by  removing  tendons  in 

the  feet  and  legs  of  heron  and  rails  one  will  discover  that 
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the  labels  attached  to  the  specimens  are  covered  with 
grease  in  a very  short  time*  sometimes  a few  hours. 

I have  tied  wrapping  cotton  around  the  feet  and 
legs  of  these  birds  in  hopes  that  that  would  absorb  some 
of  the  grease,  but  apparently  it  does  not  help  a great  deal. 
Perhpas  the  excess  heat  encountered  on  these  low,  flat  is- 
lands so  near  the  equator  has  something  to  do  with  the 
grease  that  pours  out.  I did  not  have  nearly  as  much  dif- 
ficulty on  New  Britain,  but  did  find  that  it  took  twice  as 
long  to  dry  specimens. 

3.  Ardetta.  2 specimens. 

This  rare  little  heron  was  found  only  on  Ahu  Island.  I 
speak  of  it  as  rare  because  we  could  find  only  these  two, 
both  of  which  were  taken  while  hiding  away  in  the  swamp. 

Both  stomachs,  unfortunately,  were  empty. 

4*  Demi  egretta.  1 specimen. 

This  was  kept  for  record  only.  The  white  phase  was  not  ob- 
served in  the  Ninigo  Islands. 

5.  Dupe  tor.  6 specimens. 

In  these  islands  this  species  spends  his  resting  and  roosting 
time  in  the  tops  of  coooanut  trees.  Sometimes  when 
strolling  through  a plantation,  one  of  these  birds  would 
keep  just  ahead  of  me  — flying  from  one  cocoanut  tree  to 
another.  All  six  of  them  were  shot  from  cocoanuts  and  not 
in  the  swamps.  Their  food,  though,  is  the  same  as  else- 
where - molluscs,  crabs,  fish,  and  vegetable  much  or  ooze 
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from  marshy  places.  We  collected  all  we  saw 


6.  Pandion.  1 specimen. 

Near  Longan  I witnessed  eight  of  these  birds  farming  one 
very  large  circle  and  gyrating  much  in  the  manner  of 
Frigate  birds.  One  usually  expects  to  find  this  bird 
alone  or  at  least  in  pairs  and  then  flying  more  or  less  in 
a straight  line.  Specimen  for  record.  Food:  fish. 

Haliastur  Indus.  Was  observed  several  times, 

Halicietus,  The  sea  eagle  was  not  observed. 

7.  Gygis  alba.  2 specimens. 

A few  were  observed  flying  about  the  islands.  I did  not 
see  them  in  flocks, 

8.  Megapode . 22  specimens.  Two  specimens 

were  discovered  on  Ahu,  two  on  Taulil,  and  the  rest  were 
taken  on  Pihu  Islands,  its  last  stronghold.  Formerly 
nested  on  Taulil  Island,  but  not  at  the  present  time  (June 
1934).  None  of  the  natives  could  tell  me  where  the  birds 
nest  now.  Liot  natives  say  that  the  birds  visit  their 
island,  but  do  not  nest  there.  Certainly  disappearing 
rapidly,  as  it  has  no  true  bush  or  scrub  to  live  in. 

9.  Ducula  paoiflca.  1 specimen. 

Very  rare.  I doubt  whether  there  are  a dozen  specimens  in 
all  of  the  Group.  Pihun  will  probably  see  the  last  one. 

At  present,  with  the  Government’s  attempt  to  bring  cultiva- 
tion to  Taulil,  Pihun,  and  Liot  and  to  bring  back  the  natives, 
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trees  and  shrubs  will  be  replaced  with  gardens  and  suoh 
birds  as  Duoula,  Ptil inopus,  and  others  will  have  no  food, 

10.  Ptillnopus  solomonensis.  3 specimens. 

These  three  were  found  on  Pihun  Island.  We  did  not  en- 
counter them  on  Taulil.  They  are  reported  from  Liot  also. 

11.  Halcyon  anchoreta.  3 specimens. 

12.  Halcyon  admlralitates.  1 specimen. 

These  species  are  not  as  common  in  the  Ninigo  Group  as 
they  are  at  the  Hermit  Islands.  Here  in  the  Ninigos 
there  i3  a preponderance  of  anchoreta  over  admlralitates. 

13.  Aplonls.  10  specimens. 

Tolerably  common  all  over  the  Ninigo  Group.  They  live  in 
cocoanut  trees  when  no  shrubs  are  available  and  are  often 
seen  on  the  ground  here.  In  habits  they  are  similar  to 
other  starlings. 

14.  Trlohoglossus.  10  specimens.  By  far  the 
most  common  bird  in  the  group.  Found  everywhere  in  flocks 
of  two  or  five  or  ten.  They  are  noisy,  inquisitive  and 
mischievous  as  always.  I might  add  that  they  are  usually 
very  fat  also. 

15.  Monarcha  oinerescens.  3 specimens. 

Not  too  common  but  a few  in  small  shrubs  around  plantations 
and  on  Pihun.  Ture  fly  catchers  and  beetle  eaters. 

15*  Myzomela  nigrita.  11  specimens. 

Moderately  common.  In  the  cocoanut  plantations  and  shrubs. 
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Rather  social  - appear  to  go  in  flocks  or  waves  through 
the  plantation* 

Gaoomantes  blandis.  I never  saw  nor  heard 
this  bird  previously  reported  from  the  Ninigos.  i did 
not  find  it  in  the  Hermits  either. 

Eurodynanus  taitensis.  I did  observe  this  bird 
once,  but  could  not,  collect  it. 

Anous  mlnutus . A few  were  observed  flying  about 

the  group,  but  there  are  no  bird  rookeries  there  now.  I 
presume  that  sea  birds  travel  to  Commerson  to  nest. 

Man-o’-war  were  observed  in  flight*  No  gannets 
nor  cormorants  were  observed. 
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LIHIR  ISLAM) 


The  Lihir  Island  Group,  geographically  speaking, 
lies  about  forty  five  miles  straight  east  from  the  coast 
of  New  Ireland,  in  Three  Degrees  South  Latitude,  152-30* 
East  Longitude.  The  group  actually  consists  of  five  is- 
lands: Lihir,  the  farthest  south,  Sinebeit  and  Malie, 

Mashet  and  Mahur,  forming  a chain  extending  over  a dis- 
tance of  about  twenty-five  miles  north  and  slightly  east 
of  the  main  island. 

Lihir  Island  is  about  15  miles  long  and  10  miles 
wide  with  elevations  of  700  and  800  feet  covered  with 
kunai  grass  and  rocky  pinnacles  overgrown  with  bush,  vines 
and  scrub  reaching  up  to  1800  feet.  The  soil  is  mostly 
brown  and  red  olay  with  coral  limestone  a few  feet  below 
the  surface.  There  are  no  rivers  on  Lihir  large  enough  to 
allow  the  use  of  a canoe,  but  great  numbers  of  small  streams 
strewn  with  boulders  and  having  gravel  beds.  An  edible 
variety  of  watercress  grows  in  profusion  in  these  shallow 
waters,  but  there  are  no  great  swamp  areas.  The  sago  palm 
(sak-sak),  so  common  in  llanus,  is  almost  rare  here  and 
while  the  fronds  are  used  for  thatching  the  roofs  of  some 
houses,  the  trees  are  only  cut  for  food  in  times  of  extreme 
drought. 

The  Expedition  landed  at  Landolowit,  Lihir, 
September  6th,  1934.  Landolowit  plantation  is  situated  in 
a small  bayou  the  eastern  and  northerly  side  of  Lihir  near 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 

From  the  sea  this  portion  of  the  island  presents  the  ap- 
pearance of  a blown  out  volcanic  crater  with  one  broken 
rim  in  the  range  of  hills  emitting  the  river  and  the 
opposite  rim  dipped  in  the  ocean.  Mr.  P.  L.  Kylert’s 
cooonut  plantation  occupies  about  half  the  area  of  the 
bay  on  the  northern  side,  extending  orer  the  quarter- 
mile  of  low-lying  land,  across  the  first  range  of  hills 
and  some  distance  beyond.  Back  of  the  plantation  are 
hog-backed  ranges  covered  with  scrub  trees  and  alter- 
nating plateaus  of  kunai  grass,  while  the  lower  land  is 
a thicket  of  impenetrable  bamboos. 

Landolowit  Village,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
did  not  present  good  oamping  facilities  and  the  kindly  in- 
vitation of  Mr.  Kylert  to  occupy  an  empty  house  on  his 
plantation  was  accepted.  This  house  built  in  the  native 
fashion  of  bamboo  and  thatched  with  kunai  grass  had  been 
vacant  for  a number  of  months  and  needed  a few  minor  re- 
pairs which  were  quickly  made  by  the  chief  of  the  village 
and  a small  line  of  helpers.  Thus  we  established  our 
base  camp,  proposing  to  leave  there  such  cargo  and  stores 
as  would  be  unnecessary  when  exploring  the  outlying  is- 
lands or  other  districts  of  Lihir. 

Lihir  is  a little-visited  place;  periodic  in- 
spections of  once  or  twice  a year  are  made  by  the  District 
Officer  from  the  station  at  Namatanai,  New  Ireland,  and  a 

Medioal  Officer.  Recently  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
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has  added  Patrol  Officers  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
the  growth  of  native  foods  and  supplanting  them  with 
European  crops  suitable  for  tropical  countries.  One 
suoh  inspection  has  been  held  in  the  Lihir  Group. 

Father  Neuhaus,  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus 
Mission,  has  been  in  residence  on  Lihir  for  over  two 
years  now,  but  prior  to  that  time  he  visited  the  group 
thrice  yearly  for  the  last  twenty  years,  coming  over 
from  the  lassion  headquarters  at  Namatanai.  The  small 
islands  are  well  under  the  Father’s  control,  with  good 
churches  and  native  catechists  who  hold  mas3  every  morning 
and  evening. 

About  four  years  ago  the  Methodist  Mission 
established  a small  church  at  Sama  on  the  western  coast  of 
Lihir,  with  a trained  native  teacher  in  charge  who  holds 
a school  for  the  little  children  every  morning.  There 
are  only  a few  converts  and  the  island  of  Lihir  remains 
predominantly  Catholic, 

Mr.  Kylert  came  to  Landolowit  in  September  1926 
and  established  a small  trading  station  which  has  grown 
to  an  800  aore  coconut  plantation.  He  is  still  the  only 
trader  and  planter  in  the  group. 

A few  days  hunting  near  Landolowit  soon  revealed 
that  the  tangled  river  grasses  concealed  rails,  the 
streams  furnished  prawns  for  kingfishers  and  herons  to  feed 
on  and  the  forest  abounded  in  wild  pigeons,  doves,  and 
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the  smaller  Passerine  birds.  It  was  therefore  deemed 
advisable  to  secure  a representative  collection  of 
material  from  Lihir  before  proceeding  to  the  small  Islands 
that  comparisons  might  be  made  and  similar  material  not 
overlooked. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  we  had  been  very 
wise  in  locating  at  Landolowit,for  it  was  possible  to 
secure  fresh  tapioca  and  vegetables  from  Er,  Kylert,  which 
otherwise  we  must  had  done  without,  as  the  native  gardens 
in  that  area  were  very  poor  indeed  and  most  of  the  village 
live  by  pilfering  food  at  night  from  the  plantation 
gardens.  We  inquired  carefully  for  the  usual  articles, 
yams,  taro,  etc.,  but  received  the  unusual  but  probably 
truthful  explanation  that  the  people  of  Lihir  had  never 
made  many  gardens.  In  the  old  days  they  were  cannibalis- 
tic and  when  food  was  wanted  they  raided  their  neighbor; 
consequently,  they  did  not  know  how  to  work. 

At  present  there  is  a great  deal  of  discord 
among  the  natives.  They  have  learned  to  take  their 
troubles  and  disputes  to  court  to  be  settled  and  villages 
are  lawlng  against  each  other  to  secure  possession  of  lands 
taken  from  them  by  raids  years  ago.  The  attempt  to  break 
down  polygamy,  by  the  church,  has  caused  much  controversy. 
Disease  has  broken  out  and  the  population  is  decreasing. 

The  inhabitants  seem  to  be  in  that  indolent  transitional 
period  which  follows  missionization,  when  they  have  lost 

their  own  orafts  and  beliefs  and  not  yet  accepted  ours. 
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On  October  1st  we  secured  a small  sailing 
cutter  from  Mr*  Kylert  and  proceeded  to  Kuloon,  the 
village  on  the  western  coast  of  Malle.  The  island  of 
Malie  is  large  coral  limestone  rising  in  sheer  cliffs 
about  two  hundred  feet  above  sea  level  and  a small  sand 
beach  at  sea  level  on  which  Kuloon  is  situated*  Access 
to  the  higher  part  of  the  island,  where  the  gardens  are 
cultivated,  i3  gained  by  climbing  a perpendicular  wall 
of  coral  in  whioh  niches  have  been  dug  to  alternately 
grasp  and  set  the  foot  as  one  goes  up  hand  over  hand* 

Sine  be  it  is  merely  the  western  extension  of  the 
coral  reef  on  which  Kuloon  is  located,  but  sufficient  sand 
and  soil  has  accumulated  to  grow  fair  gardens  and  good 
coconuts.  At  low  tide  it  is  possible  to  wade  from  one  is- 
land to  the  other.  There  is  a very  poor  anchorage  in 
good  weather  for  the  small  cutter.  Neither  of  these  is- 
lands have  fresh  water  and  a long  stay  was  not  deemed  ad- 
visable or  necessary. 

There  is  a small  detached  coral  rock  covered 
with  bush,  and  a few  coconuts,  not  more  than  a hundred 
yards  in  area  and  well  separated  by  deep  water,  between 
Sinebeit  and  Malie.  (hi  this  rook  Ducula  rhodinolaema 
and  Ptllinopus  lewisi  were  nesting. 

Good  weather  favored  us;  hunting  was  carried  on 
for  the  week,  and  on  Saturday, October  6th,  four  canoes, 
one  large  and  three  smaller  ones,  were  procured  and  our 
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party  proceeded  to  the  island  of  Mashet.  The  canoes  of 
these  islands  are  flimsy  craft.  *aie  outrigger  on  which 
we  depend  so  much  in  transporting  gear  is  poorly  lashed 
to  the  body  with  rope  made  of  pandanus  fiber  and  unable 
to  bear  any  burden.  They  are  not  equipped  for  sails  but 
are  paddled , which  naturally  necessitates  a large  crew 
and  it  is  the  custom  of  these  people  to  send  their  own 
boys.  In  spite  of  the  po or  construction  of  the  canoes, 
the  trip  was  made  in  good  time.  The  sea  was  calm  and 
what  current  there  waa  was  with  us.  The  paddlers 
shouted  and  sang  as  first  one  and  then  another  oanoe  would 
forge  ahead,  only  to  be  overtaken  by  the  crew  which  had 
been  resting  for  a few  minutes. 

There  is  no  anchorage  at  Mashet,  and  landing  on 
the  slippery  soapstone  coral  was  no  mean  feat.  Kanakas 
from  ashore  rushed  into  the  sea  and  seized  the  prow  of  a 
canoe  as  she  was  borne  on  the  crest  of  an  incoming  wave, 
dragging  the  still  occupied  craft  well  up  on  the  stony 
beach  where  the  cargo  could  be  discharged  safely. 

White  people  are  infrequent  visitors  to  Mashet 
and  ample  carriers  soon  appeared  to  place  our  gear  in  the 
little  one  room  Mission  House  which  Father  Neuhaus  had 
kindly  given  us  permission  to  use  when  he  called  on  us  on 
his  way  to  Rabaul  in  the  ’Theresa*  a fortnight  before. 

Our  only  regret  when  we  left  this  island  was  that  we 
douldn’t  take  the  house  with  us.  Bush  life  presents  but 
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little  hardship  when  one  has  a good  roof  over  one's  head 
and  a good  floor  under  one's  feet. 

Mashet  is  a large  reproduction  of  Balls  with 
mountains  a hundred  feet  higher,  a larger  area  of  beach, 
and  worse  trails.  There  is  great  likeness  of  features 
between  the  people  of  the  islands,  being  of  taller 
stature  them  the  inhabitants  of  Lihir  and  usually  lighter 
of  skin.  The  same  habit,  that  of  building  stone  fences 
around  the  gardens  and  about  eaoh  mem's  house,  prevails 
in  both  islands.  In  one  respect  Mashet  appealed  to  us 
far  more  than  Malie:  a small  trickle  of  fresh  water  drips 
from  the  rooks  and  this  was  appreciated  greatly  after  five 
days  of  semi-salt  tea  and  coffee. 

Fresh  food?  mummies,  sweet  potatoes,  pumpkins, 
and  pineapples  were  brought  in  small  quantities.  There 
is  a large  population  on  Mashet  and  no  great  edible  sur- 
plus could  be  expected* 

In  the  old  days  these  islands  were  among  the 
areas  "blackbirded"  and  there  is  still  living  on  Mashet  an 
old  man  "Queensland  Harry"  who  worked  in  the  sugar  cane 
fields  in  Australia.  Harry  liked  to  come  and  talk  and 
we  quickly  learned  that  many  boys  had  gone  to  Queensland 
as  laborers;  some  had  died  there  and  others  had  been  re- 
turned to  Mashet  and  died  later.  Harry  gives  himself 
the  credit  for  having  sold  the  plot  of  ground, where  the 
Mission  House  and  church  now  stand,  to  the  Bishop  in 
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In  beohe-de-mer  English,  Harry  told  us  the 
story  of  the  oreation  of  Mashet,  as  he  had  learned  it 


when  a child.  The  island  arose  from  the  sea,  a huge 
stone  on  the  beaoh  opened  and  a young  girl  emerged.  She 
lay  on  the  sand  beaoh  to  sleep  and  while  sleeping  a little 
bird  "Si  paul"  flew  over  her;  she  conceived, and  in  due 
time  gave  birth  to  a son.  When  the  son  was  grown  he  had 
no  wife  and  was  very  sad,  but  one  day  when  fishing,  the 
shark  came  and  told  him  to  fasten  a rope  about  the  shark 
and  together  they  would  swim  to  an  island  where  there 
were  many  women.  This  the  boy  did,  and  together  they 
swam  to  Tanga  where  the  people  received  them  well.  The 
boy  was  given  a wife  and  a canoe  to  return  to  Mashet  In 
and  all  of  the  present  inhabitants  are  supposed  to  be 
descendants  of  these  two.  It  is  to  Tanga  that  Mashet 
gives  credit  for  instruction  in  canoe  building  and  to  the 
shark  for  securing  the  boy  a wife  and  thus  perpetuating 
the  race. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  Missions,  the  shark 
was  a totem  of  God  of  these  people.  Even  to  this  day 
sharks  are  not  killed,  even  when  they  approach  and  eat 
freshly  dynamited  fish  which  Mr.  Kylert  secures  at  regular 
intervals  for  his  laborers. 

We  were  preparing  to  leave  Mashet  when  Harry 
came  and  asked  if  we  would  like  to  see  the  "Malaghan," 
which  he  explained  as  a powerful  idol.  We  went  with  the 

old  man  to  the  far  end  of  the  village  and  waited  in 
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the  shade  of  a huge  oaliphilium  while  Harry  found  the 
keeper*  The  two  men  brought  a huge  bundle  and  laid  it 
carefully  on  the  ground  before  us,  then  proceeded  to  re- 
move layer  after  layer  of  pandanus  mats  until  at  last  we 
saw  a huge  wooden  carving,  fully  as  large  as  a human 
being,  representing  a nude  male  with  greatly  exaggerated 
sexual  organs,  painted  white  with  lime  and  crudely  marked 
with  betal-nut  juice  for  deoorative  purposes.  The 
operculum  of  the  green  snail  had  been  cleverly  utilized  as 
eyes  and  glittered  uncannily  as  the  idol  was  moved* 

In  our  short  time  it  was  impossible  to  learn 
the  full  history  of  the  "Malaghan"  but  we  were  told  that 
it  belonged  to  men  only,  being  "tambu"  to  women,  and  was 
always  brought  to  witness  the  men’s  feasts* 

A week’s  hunting  resulted  in  a goodly  collection 
of  birds,  and  land  shells  were  brought  in  suoh  numbers 
that  it  was  necessary  to  turn  them  away.  Preparations 
were  made  to  leave  Mashet* 

On  Monday  morning,  October  15th,  we  engaged 
canoes  to  come  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  whence  we 
would  proceed  to  Malie.  We  made  our  gear  ready  but  the 
canoes  failed  to  appear.  Later  in  the  evening  the  "Tul- 
Tuln  explained  that  the  big  canoe  had  been  taken  to  go  to 
Mahur  and  consequently  there  was  nothing  for  us  to  do  but 
remain  on  Mashet.  There  was  nothing  to  be  gained  by- 
losing  our  tempers,  although  the  case  warranted  it,  and 
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we  arranged  for  the  "Tul-Tul*  to  proceed  to  Landolowit  in 
a small  canoe  and  secure  Mr,  Kylert’s  sailing  boat  which 
would  transport  both  us  and  our  effects,  A violent 
electrical  storm  arose  and  we  were  unable  to  leave  until 
Thursday  the  18th,  As  after  most  storms,  the  sea  became 
very  calm,  without  even  a puff  of  a breeze, and  it  was 
neoessary  for  the  crew  to  row  the  boat  from  nine  in  the 
morning  until  seven  in  the  evening  when  we  reached  Lando- 
lowit, 

On  October  19th  Mr,  Coultas  accompanied  Mr, 

Kylert  to  Sinebeit  and  brought  back  a good  bag  of  the  in- 
digenous flycatcher,  Monaroha  clnerascens. 

From  Ootober  19th  to  28th  was  spent  hunting  at 
and  near  Landolowit,  while  trying  to  make  arrangements  to 
go  to  Mahur.  The  natives  themselves  make  the  journey,  but 
hesitated  to  take  us,  the  distanoe  is  great  and  the  craft 
would  be  heavily  laden*  It  would  be  dangerous  if  a sea 
arose.  Neither  was  it  possible  to  secure  Mr,  Kylert* s 
cutter  as  the  native  crew  had  carefully  sat  it  on  the  reef 
and  it  was  pulled  up  on  the  beach  being  repaired. 

The  arrival  of  a Chinese  trochas  3hell  fisherman 
enroute  to  New  Ireland  gave  us  the  opportunity  we  needed. 

We  chartered  his  boat  and  made  the  journey  Sunday  morning. 

A poor  sort  of  anchorage  was  found  for  the  little  **Kapuln 
on  the  edge  of  the  reef  and  hunting  started  immediately. 
Bird  life  is  not  abundant  on  Mahur,  which  resembles  Mashet 

and  Mali®  even  to  the  stone  fenoes,  but  before  the  day  was 
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over  Mr.  CToultas  was  able  to  obtain  Eos  cardinal! s. 

There  is  no  "House  Kiap"  on  Maitur  and  we  took 
refuge  for  the  night  in  a native  house,  which  became  very 
wet  indeed  before  morning.  It  had  been  our  intention 
to  remain  until  Tuesday  but  the  weather  did  not  improve 
and  the  shifting  wind  made  it  necessary  for  the  "Kapul" 
to  put  out  to  sea.  The  little  pinnace  steamed  patiently 
back  and  forth  beyond  the  reef  while  the  kanakas  swam 
through  the  surf  with  our  few  bits  of  duffle.  The 
hunters  were  struggling  to  keep  their  guns  dry  by  holding 
them  above  their  heads  — wasted  effort,  for  a big  wave 
came  and  submerged  everyone,  including  ourselves,  on  a 
bamboo  raft  and  the  Graflex  camera.  Fortunately,  the 
bird  skins  in  a strong  tin  case  were  dry  - the  only  dry 
items  we  found  when  other  cases  were  opened. 

It  was  well  that  we  left  Mahur  when  we  did  as 
the  rain  and  high  sea  continued  for  four  days.  At  Lando- 
lowit  we  were  able  to  review  notes  and  keep  ourselves 
farily  dry  although  but  little  hunting  wa3  possible. 

We  had  previously  arranged  with  the  mountain 
chief,  Sahbali,  to  build  us  a small  house  on  top  of  the 
mountain  where  the  natives  were  preparing  a clearing  for 
a garden,  with  the  understanding  that  we  would  pay  him  for 
hi3  labors  and  he  could  have  the  house  as  his  own  when  we 
left.  But  natives  oan  see  no  reason  for  the  hurry  and 
scurry  of  white  people  and  do  work  when  it  suits  them.  Our 
house  was  not  ready,  the  people  had  been  ordered  to  work  on 
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the  roads  and  we  continued  to  work  from  the  base  at  Lando- 
lowit,  making  long  trips  into  the  bush  each  day. 

We  were  also  beginning  to  wonder  when  a steamer 
of  size  sufficient  to  take  ourselves,  three  boys,  and  20 
odd  boxes  of  gear  would  arrive.  A oopra  boat  had  been 
expected  early  in  October  but  as  there  was  no  indication 
of  any  boat  appearing,  Mr.  Kylert  dispatched  his  boat  to 
Namatanai,  New  Ireland,  with  a note  to  make  arrangements 
for  ua  to  go  to  Rabaul  on  any  vessel  which  might  be  calling. 

Again  the  Chinese  shell  fisherman  appeared  and 
we  arranged  to  go  to  the  western  side  of  Lihir  and  work  at 
Sama.  Prom  Sama  we  hoped  to  work  our  way  across  the 
mountains  back  to  Landolowit. 

At  Sama  si  located  the  native  hospital  with  well 
trained  native  boys  who,  after  several  years*  instruction 
in  Kavieng,  are  able  to  do  simple  dressings  and  insist  on 
a degree  of  cleanliness.  Sama  is  not  well  located,  being 
situated  between  two  small  rivers  in  a very  flat  area. 
Mosquitos  abound  but  the  government  is  attempting  to 
eradicate  them  by  means  of  the  larvae— eating  fish  which  it 
has  liberated  in  the  ponds  and  drains. 

Gardens  are  much  better  kept  in  this  region;  we 
were  able  to  obtain  green  string  beans,  and  only  those  who 
have  had  no  European  vegetables  for  nearly  three  months 

can  imagine  our  hearty  enjoyment. 

After  a week  of  good  hunting  we  proceeded  to 
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Rabees.  At  this  time,  November  19th,  severe  earth 
tremours  occurred  and  in  areas  small  land  slides  took  place. 
We  found  our  house  ready  for  us.  Hunting  was 
not  good  in  the  mountains  but  we  worked  diligently.  A 
peculiar  variety  of  mountain  poppy  was  blooming  along  the 
streams.  Six  varieties  of  tree  orchids  were  noted,  among 
them  one  of  beautiful  lemon  coloring,  and  the  two  common 
varieties  of  ground  orchids. 

On  November  23rd  w?e  continued  on  to  Landolowit, 
being  very  reduced  in  supplies  with  which  to  prepare  bird 
skins.  We  made  our  gear  ready  for  shipment,  prepared 
notes,  and  labeled  specimens. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  the  Methodist 
Mission  pinnace  appeared  and  we  made  ready  to  leave  the 
following  morning  for  Namatanai,  where  we  found  the 
wBremerhaven’%  a Norddeutsche  Lloyd  copra  boat,  and  took 
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BIRDS  OF  LIHIR 
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1. 

Demiegratta  sacra 

2 

2. 

Nyctioorax 

3 

3. 

Dupe tor 

4 

4. 

Haliastur  Indus 

1 

5. 

Aocipiter  lihirensis 

19 

6. 

Haliaetus  leucogaster 

2 

7. 

Pandion  haliaetus 

2 

8* 

Megapode 

12 

9 , 

Excalfactoria 

24 

10. 

Porzana  cinerea 

18 

11. 

Amaurornis 

2 

12. 

Grey  sandpiper 

2 

13. 

Tringa  hypoleuca 

3 

14. 

Red-head  sandpiper 

2 

15. 

Lesser  ringed  plover  - 

1 

16. 

Gallinago 

2 

17. 

Numenius 

2 

18. 

Charadrius 

1 

19. 

Another  Charadrius 

1 

20. 

Sterna  bergii 

1 

21. 

Anous  stolidus 

1 

22. 

Ptil  inopus  super  bus 

3 

23. 

" lewisi 

10 

24. 

" insolitus 

18 

25. 

" rivoli 

14 
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26. 

Ducula  pi  str  inaria 

3 

27. 

Ducula  rubricera 

1 

28. 

Macropygia  amboinensis 

13 

29. 

Reinwardtoenas 

24 

30. 

Chalcophaps  stephani 

5 

31. 

Gallicolumba  becearii 

1 

32. 

Gallioolumba  jobiensis 

1 

33. 

Caloenas  nioobarioa 

2 

34. 

Bos  oardinalis 

6 

35. 

Trichoglossus 

7 

36. 

Charmosjmapsis 

15 

37. 

Ml  crops!  tta 

15 

38. 

Bolectus 

10 

39. 

Geoffroyus 

5 

40. 

Cacomantis  sepulcralis 

15 

41. 

Caprimulgus 

3 

42. 

Collocalia  esculenta 

25 

43. 

" franoia 

23 

44. 

Hemiprocne  mystacea 

8 

45. 

Aloedo  atthls 

9 

46. 

Alcyone  webs  ter  i 

9 

47. 

Ceja  lepida 

13 

48. 

Halcyon  sayrophaga 

7 

49. 

Halcyone  chloris  ? 

24 

50. 

Merops  (in  alcohol) 

1 

51. 

Eury stomas  oriental is 

3 

52. 

Hirundo  tahitica 

9 
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53. 

Lalage  karu 

15 

54. 

Edolisoma 

15 

55. 

Cisticola 

19 

56. 

Rhipidura  rufiventris 

19 

57. 

" tricolor 

1 

58. 

Monarcha  chrysomela 

20 

59. 

Monarcha  cin.  perpallida 

7 

60. 

"■  " impediens 

14 

61. 

Pachycephala  neuhausi 

11 

62. 

n n ottomeyerl 

26 

63. 

Aplonis  me  tallica 

14 

64. 

n canteroides 

11 

65. 

Cinnyris  Jugularis 

11 

66. 

* sericea 

11 

67. 

Opossum 

2 

68. 

Large  Flying  Fox 

10 

69. 

Blaok  Flying  Fox 

2 

70. 

Tube-nosed.  Fox 

1 

71. 

Dish-faced  Fox 

1 
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NATIVE  NAMES  OF  LIHIB  BIRDS 


Demiegretta 

Bah  kah 

Nyctioorax 

Ah  kah 

Dupe  tor 

Kah  kah  tan  gohl  gohl 

Haliastur  indus 

Mias 

Aooipiter  lihirensis 

Si  si 

Hallaetus  elucogaster 

Ah  ko  so 

Pandion  haliaetus 

Tarn  go 

Megapode 

Kay  iu 

Excalfactoria 

I pup  pup 

Porzana 

Ah  ri 

Amaurornis 

Gum  bey  u 

Sandpipers 

I tsi  lu 

Ptilinopus  superbus 

Im  bien  kambek 

n lewisi 

I m bien  bal  eh 

**  insol  itus 

Im  bien  tol 

w rivoli 

Im  mak  um  bah 

Duoula  pistrimaria 

Ah  kuhr 

" rubricera 

Bar  us 

Maoropygia  amboinensis 

Ah  uk 

Reinward  toenas 

Kuhr 

Ohalcophaps  stephani 

I tu  turn 

Gallicolumba  beccari 

Mon  kiawg  dahl 

**  Jobiensis 

Mon  tak  in  wahl 

Caloenas  nioobarica 

Guan  bey  noh 

Eos  oardinalis 

Tsi 

Tr  i choglossus 

I mahl  iu 

XiiOT^ 
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rlA. 
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X8  IB 

08  C3l  /1A 

C*S  XTIS? 
lit 

crxng;  cn.rq  I 
i*  <a 

u vad  eh/O 
li I iad  I 
LtX  ; • »•;.  CSld  :al 
jle  lad  nslc?  m I 
I%>$  n-aid  sal 
Lisd  mr  Asm  ml 
idud  rlA 
air  -red 
Atf  xiA 
uttxS 
1UJ*  I 

XfliSX#  ^S-  ii  ;.o  " 
iriaw  ni  tfsJ  no> 
lion  rod  noil) 


jedds'rv.s  iiaeC 
■:.s'rc  ■:■  ' 

•xo  J eqi-'Q 

& III  lit 

1 x sxse'-idil  isd  1 ;;  loo.’ 
Til'  ’> ;- ; ;. . . ..A'  81.  i i 
airjefeilsil  xsoi-tnsl 
©ibOCTBgsM 
i i'iodo  fitlB  ox? 
anss'ici 
einiOTti'erTL’ 

;nx?i . i ' • fi-e-.C 
aicf'ieqii  giKTonllixs 
iaiwel 
ai/jiloexii 

ilovii 

fii'tSiai'iJeio;  aXi/oifu 

s'xeoiscfi'r 

a . ;nioJne  &t$xvWn- 

ssnsoxfeirrv;:!  j • . 
i ; ' &iv.  8 q >•  . fc' O O . ' ■ !• 
x-i,-  a c-  Bdruilco  ilXeC 

sisnsirfot 

aoi'i^dooifl  BsnoolyC 

a/. 

;•  yaaolBOrfoX^ 
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Charmo  synopsi  s 

Mizz  mitz 

Micropsitta 

Pehl  pehl  tab 

Eclectus 

I ki  kiar 

Geoffroyus 

Gill  u 

Cacomantis 

I kail  keh 

Caprimulgus 

I tawk  tawk 

Gollocalia  esculenta 

Kum  kum  lam  bah 

**■  franoia 

Kum  kum  lam  bah 

Hemiprocne 

Pi  yang  or  Pi  yehr 

Alcedo  atthis 

Pindon 

Alcyone  websteri 

I tsu  in 

Ceyx  lepida 

In  geth 

Halcyon  saurophaga 

I peh  peh 

**  chloris 

I peh  sas 

Meropa 

Gig  giang 

Eyrystomas 

Ki  gahr 

Hirundo  tahitica 

Kum  kum  lam  bah 

Lalage 

Ing  guahl 

Edollsoma 

Kah  keh 

Cisticola 

Cheh  leh 

RM pi  dura  rufiventris 

Gi  gi  goh 

Rhipidura  tricolor 

Gi  gi  goh 

Monarcha  chrysomela 

Moon  moon  to  hem 

Monarcha  cin.  perpallida 

Hi  11 

Monarcha  cin.  impediens 

I sur  um  bah 

Pachycephala  neuhausi 

Sin  sin  kehr  pawk 

**  ottomeyeri 

Po  vwo  el  yel 

Si  Ifil  KSliO 
dal  I -leg  IrieSl 
rr»£24  i>  I 
x-  Hit' 
daS  ri  •>'  I 

Hi?  I 

■ 

iifi  cal  axri  nuM 
> - , ■ 
ffoJtxiH 
.!  1 i.  fv,-l  I 
dd©S  a I 
xisq  xfaq  I 
eaa  xt»q  I 
S«£  i^  $ IS 
xas-  i’r 

. 

Irixing  gnl 
. &&£  i:a)i 

sis  I #• 

rio'c-v  £3  10 
doa  Is  10 
aisil  o.t  nocm  nooi! 

11  1TI 
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ut  urUt. 

a ■;'■  oa'i'io  >1 
s Id  no... a:  o..o 
ax^Iriaiiaq  f.. 
bjp: tetjjaos©  nilsooXloO 
Bloxietl 

snooaci  IneH 
o£eo I ‘ 
laeladsif  axxovol  ’. 
sfclqol  xys>0 
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niaollo 

acrorte  l 
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Aplonis  metallioa 


Itseh 


” oanteroides 
Clnnyris  jugular!  s 
Cinnyris  sericea 


Opossum 

Large  flying  fox 
Tube  nose  flying  fox 


I tseh. 

I chep  cheli 
I peet  tsi 


I am  dahl 
Am  bek 

I zak  zak  mat 


Birds  not  represented: 
Falco  melanogenys 


Mon  potz 


iiec.il 

BOillBj  e:ri  ainolq/. 

rtesq  I 

aefJio'iQ^nso 

r[9rio  q-^xle  I 

a tisliisiit  aimcnniC: 

iact  Z&oq  I 

nevi:-.  a nt'Xr'cnxiV 

Iit3&  ms  I 

snin^caO 

2fdd  ioA 

iox  gcxYX'i  e'^p 

it  BE  tfiiS  2L3S  I 

xol  siil^n  e&on  &dv7 

sJoc  noM 
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BIRDS  OF  THE  LIHIR  GROUP 


1.  Demiegretta  sacra 

Found  to  be  only  moderately  common  in  this  Group, 
though  it  was  observed  upon  Lihir  and  all  of  the  outlying 
islands.  I should  say  that  one  or  possibly  two  pairs  in- 
habit each  of  the  small  islands  and  these  migrate  or  visit 
around  the  whole  group  spasmodically. 

On  Lihir  I sometimes  found  them  several  miles  in 
the  interior,  along  small  mountain  streams  where  they  were 
apparently  searching  for  fresh  water  prawns.  Like  Demi- 
egretta  elsewhere,  these  individuals  were  not  very  shy  and 
sometimes  fell  back  upon  a game  of  bluff  rather  than  flight 
when  approached. 

Mr.  Kylert  of  Landolowit  Plantation  informs  me  that 
he  once  came  upon  an  individual  of  this  species  standing 
in  the  middle  of  a path  that  runs  through  the  plantation, 
who  refused  to  move  when  the  planter  approached.  Kylert 
was  forced  to  club  the  bird  with  his  walking  stick  before 
it  would  get  out  of  his  way. 

On  Mashet  Island  a pair  of  the  dark  phase  came  every 
morning  to  a large  boulder  on  the  edge  of  the  reef,  not  far 
from  our  house,  where  they  would  stand  on  one  leg  each,  some- 
times for  the  best  part  of  the  day.  We  tried  many  times  to 
approach  close  enough  to  get  a large  clear  photo  of  them 
but  always  without  success.  The  birds  would  fly  away  upon 

our  approach  only  to  return  again  to  the  same  spot  when  we 
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had  retired 


This  so-called  regularity  of  habit  or  fixed  course 

of  flight  is,  in  many  instances,  far  more  pronounced  in 

species  than  a casual  observer  would  suspect. 

The  white  phase  was  not  encountered  though  it  was 

previously  reported  by  Father  Meyer, 

Stomach  contents i fish,  crabs,  and  fresh  water  prawns. 

Lihir  - taken 
Malie  - observed 
Mashet  " 

Mahur  " 

2.  Nyctioorax  oaledonicus:- 

Probably  common  on  Lihir  as  its  harsh,  raspy  sqak-like 
was  heard  nearly  every  night  at  every  oamp  we  established. 

The  absence  of  generous  mangrove  swamps  on  or  near  the  ooast 
has  caused  the  bird  to  adopt  heavy  unpenetrable  bamboo 
thickets  and  dense  underbrush  as  its  daytime  resting  and 
sleeping  site.  Unlike  mangrove  swamps,  these  bamboo  thickets 
are  a trap  to  hunters  and  offer  a safe  refuge  for  the  bird 
or  birds. 

It  is  purely  a matter  of  accident  or  good  fortune  that 
produced  specimens  of  this  bird  on  Lihir.  One  might  ac- 
cidently stumble  upon  a bird  very  early  in  the  morning  or 
upon  a rainy,  cloudy  day  along  fresh  water  streams.  Even 
then  a chance  shot  was  not  often  successful  as  the  bird 
frightens  easily. 

Once  on  Malie  Island,  I found  an  example  of  this 
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species  resting  in  a dense  thicket  at  the  base  of  a steep 
200  foot  cliff,  where  it  was  probably  hiding  for  the  day. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  food  or  feeding,  such  as  Hermit 
crabs,  etc,,  about  so  one  would  deduct  that  the  bird  does 
sometimes  rest  during  the  day  at  the  small  islands, 

From  the  calls  heard  at  nifeht,  as  though  made  by  a 
bird  approaching  or  leaving  the  small  islands,  I suspect 
that  most  or  all  Nyctioorax  traveled  to  and  from  big  Lihir 
to  roost  and  feed.  Natives  also  recognize  this  practice 
of  migration  in  the  birds  and  say  that  it  is  rarely  one  is 
seen  during  the  day-time  on  these  islands. 

In  the  Group,  Nyo ti o orax  appears  to  be  a much  deeper 
oaramel  brown  on  the  back  than  elsewhere,  where  I have  taken 


it. 


Stomach  contents r small  crabs,  prawns,  etc. 


Lihir 

Malie 

Mashet 

Mahur 


taken 

observed  once 
taken 

reported  as  visitor 


3*  Dupe  tor  r — 

A few  are  to  be  found  in  the  bamboo  patches  along  well 


grown  thickets,  bordering  streams,  lowland  and  secondary 


growth  brush  patches  and  upland  rivulets  of  the  interior  of 
Lihir  Island.  One  would  also  expect  to  find  them  in  over- 


grown grassland  of  cocoanut  plantations  but  only  once  was 


Dupe  tor  observed  there  at  Landolowit. 


I have  reached  the  conclusion  that  this  bird  feeds 
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mostly  at  night  and  rests  on  or  near  the  ground  in  a damp 
or  shady  thicket  during  the  day.  It  will  often  resort  to 
the  trick  of  the  American  Bittern,  that  of  standing  rigidly 
perpendicular  as  though  it  were  a stick:  or  stump  of  wood  or 
dump  of  vegetation.  Undoubtedly  many  specimens  are  over- 
looked by  this  deception*  Dupe  tor  is  not  a bird  that  is 

easily  frightened  and  will  even  dispute  the  right  of  way 
with  an  intruder  at  times* 

My  reason  for  the  surmise  that  Dupe  tor  is  a night 
feeding  bird  is  his  sluggishness  during  the  day,  his  re- 
peated calls  at  sunset,  twilight,  and  at  night,  and  his  early 
morning  full  stomach.  I also  know  that  this  bird  frequents 
native  gardens  at  night. 

On  Malie  Island  I took  one  fa  juvenile)  sitting  on  a 
stump  of  a dead  tree  in  a clearing  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
which  is  an  unusual  place  to  find  them. 

Stomach  contents:—  small  crabs  and  fresh  water  prawn3. 

Lihir  - taken;  hardly  common. 

Malle  - taken 

Mashet  - not  recorded  by  natives 

Mahur  — n n n rt 

4*  Haliastur  Indus 

Father  Meyer,  in  his  notes  of  the  birds  of  the  Lihir 
Group,  observed  a pair  of  Haliasturs  perched  on  a dead  limb 
at  the  top  of  a big  tree  in  which  were  placed  a colony  of 
nests  of  Apl fonts  me  tallica.  He  referred  to  Haliastur  indus 

as  a sentinel*  I,  too,  noticed  in  another  part  of  the  is- 
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land  several  instances  of  this  close  affinity  of  the  two 
birds  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  photograph  this  occurrence* 
Possibly  Haliastur  makes  a practice  of  inhabiting  the  same 
tree  with  Aplonis,  but  it  is  the  first  instance  where  I have 
observed  this  companionship*  I must  add  further  that  on 
Sinebeit  Island  I observed  Haliastur  frequenting  a large 
ficus  tree  in  which  a number  of  Ducula  pistrinaria  were 
nesting. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  starlings,  when  Haliastur 
circled  and  alighted  in  the  top  of  the  tree,  the  Ducula 
scurried  away  only  to  circle  and  return  to  their  nests  with 
the  hawk  perched  above  them  in  apparent  harmony. 

Periodically,  when  Haliastur  left  the  perch  and  swooped 
down,  either  Ducula  or  Aplonis  took  wing  and  preceded  him.  I 
did  not  witness  Haliastur  attack  or  dive  upon  the  others  at 
any  time,  though  I suspected  that  he,  like  a bad  boy,  delighted 
in  watching  the  others  scurry  away  from  him* 

At  no  time  have  I found  other  than  fish,  grasshoppers, 
and  lizards  in  the  stomach  of  this  bird* 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Kalili  Plantation,  Western  New  Ireland, 
insists  that  Haliastur  attacks  and  carries  off  small  chickens 
and  ducklings  from  his  plantation.  He  is  the  only  person 
I have  talked  with  who  credits  Haliastur  with  being  a menace 
to  plantation  life.  Most  overseers  ask  me  not  to  shoot 
this  bird  as  they  recognize  that  it  is  beneficial  to  them  in 
destroying  grasshoppers* 
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In  the  lihir  Group,  generally,  Hallastur  seems 


to  be  represented  in  isolated  pairs  whose  business  it  is 
to  patrol  a small  area  or  an  island. 

Stomach  contents:  The  one  taken  on  Malie  con- 

tained wasps  only,  which  is  very  unusual  and  proves 
definitely  that  this  bird  deserves  further  study. 

Lihir  - observed 

Malie  - taken 

Mashet  - observed 

Mahur  - " 

5.  Acoipi ter  lihlrensis:  - 

Throughout  the  group  far  more  frequently  encountered 
on  the  small  islands  than  on  Lihir  itself.  On  Malie  and 
Mashet  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  or  hear  six  or  eight  each 
while  on  Lihir  I can  only  remember  hearing  the  bird 
call  twice.  Those  specimens  obtained  on  the  large  island 
®ore  brought  in  by  my  3hoot-boys;  I did  not  observe  Ac  cl  pi  ter 
°n  Lihir  proper. 

The  islands  of  Malie,  Mashet  and  Mahur, all  three 
3ifflilar  to  one  another,  resemble  a top  hat  in  appearance, 
Oro*n  of  the  hat  being  the  raised  plateau  of  some  200  to  400 
fQQt  elevation,  the  sides  in  both  instances  being  perpendicu 
lar  with  the  brim  of  the  hat  acting  as  the  fringing  sandy 
S°U  efiund  around  the  base  of  the  cliffs.  It  is  the  brim 
P°^on  of  the  island  which  is  planted  with  coooanuts  and 
Wh9re  are  found  the  native  dwellings  and  villages.  The 
8ardens>  such  as  they  are,  mostly  tapioca  and  a few  sweet 
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potatoes,  are  found  on  the  top  of  the  plateau.  Any 

portion  of  the  plateau  not  planted  in  garden  has  gone  back 

> 

to  bush  for  two  or  three  year's  rest  before  being  re-planted. 
One  only  sees  an  isolated  large  tree  here  and  there  about 
the  island. 

Under  such  conditions,  one  would  visualize  Ac- 
ts i pi  ter  darting  about  in  the  secondary  bush  or  in  the  tall 
trees,  with  an  occasional  bird  visiting  the  cocoanuts  below. 
Yet  on  these  islands  Ac  ci  pi  ter  seems  to  spend  all  of  his 
time  in  the  cocoanuts  and  even  nests  there. 

Years  of  easy  living  with  plenty  of  food  have  made 
this  bird  very  sluggish  on  these  islands.  One  sees  it  early 
in  the  morning  sitting  very  upright  and  very  indifferent  to 
those  around  it,  perched  upon  a cocoanut  frond,  sometimes 
close  to  the  ground  and  at  other  times  50  to  80  feet  in  the 
air.  What  a harvest  this  was  for  my  black  shoot-boys,  who 
like  nothing  better  than  to  get  a bird  within  a few  feet  of 
the  end  of  the  gun  barrel  before  pulling  the  trigger  - never 
thinking  how  badly  the  bird  would  be  mutilated  by  the  shot. 

All  the  specimens, except  one,  regardless  of  the 
time  of  day  taken,  seemed  to  have  a crop  full  of  food.  As 
I have  said  before,  this  easy  life  has  affected  the  activity 
of  the  bird.  Nature,  though,  has  provided  a handicap  in 
the  form  of  intestinal  parasites  as  well  as  others  in  and 
around  the  eye  and  the  feet  and  legs. 

We  have  found  that  the  ornis  of  small  islands  is 
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much  more  addicted  to  parasites  of  all  kinds  than  the  ornis 
of  larger  islands.  I presume  this  is  a provision  made  by 
Nature  to  equalize  distribution. 

Stomach  contents:  Lizards,  especially  the  green 

variety,  grasshoppers,  rodents,  crabs. 

Lihir  - taken,  not  common 

Malie  - " very  common 

Mashet  - n very,  very  common 

Mahur  - ,T  not  common  but  reported  numerous 

at  times. 

6.  Cuncuma  leuoogaster 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  three  or  four  pairs  of 
eagles  inhabit  the  Lihir  Group.  Two  or  more  pairs  are  re- 
ported to  roost  on  Sinabiet  Island  and  two  pairs  are  reported 
from  the  western  side  of  Lihir.  This  is  an  unusually  good 
representation  of  this  speoies  for  such  a confined  group. 

Scarcely  a day  went  by  during  our  stay  but  what  one 
or  more  of  these  large  birds  were  sighted.  When  we  were 
camped  at  Landolcwit  in  September,  1934,  a pair  of  eagles 
were  in  the  habit  of  flying  into  the  harbor  from  the  sea 
every  morning  about  nine  orolock.  With  almost  clock  work 
precision  they  would  circle  the  reefs  of  the  habor  scanning 
it  carefully  and  sometimes  swoop  down  to  capture  a fish.  I 
have  actually  seen  one  of  them  seize  and  carry  away  a good- 
sized  fish  in  Landolowit  harbor,  a sight  not  often  awarded 
to  collectors. 

To  continue,  these  eagles  always  wound  up  their 
morning  flight  by  diving  into  and  molesting  a tree  full  of 
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flying  foxes  situated  at  the  end  of  the  harbor.  Hardly 
would  the  eagles  get  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  tree 
before  the  flying  foxes  would  disperse  in  all  directions. 

At  the  same  time  the  foxes  would  begin  screaming  at  the 
top  of  their  voices.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  with  the 
air  full  of  flying  foxes  (the  large  brown  species),  I have 
never  actually  seen  an  eagle  capture  one  of  these  mammals. 

I do  know  that  eagles  are  successful  in  their  efforts  be- 
cause one  of  the  birds  forwarded  was  taken  at  this  tree 
and  the  stomach  contained  more  than  one  flying  fox. 

The  procedure  of  scattering  flying  foxes  took 
place  several  times  every  day  until  we  captured  the  birds. 

I am  sure,  though,  that  the  bird  or  birds  could  not  have 
been  lucky  every  day  or  they  would  have  exterminated  the 
fruit  bats.  Possibly  gunouma  dove  at  the  flying  foxes  peri- 
odically in  a spirit  of  fun,  just  as  Philemon  and  Kacropygia 
both  delight  in  flushing  flocks  of  starlings. 

I have  used  the  term  "eagles"  in  referring  to  the 
pair  which  came  to  Landolowit.  Two  birds  did  come  but  not 
together,  one  always  proceeded  the  other  by  several  minutes. 
Two  birds  might  be  seen  high  in  the  air  describing  great 
arcs  but  the  pair  were  never  seen  hunting  together,  that  is, 
side  by  each. 

I have  mentioned  that  these  birds  were  reported  to 
roost  on  Sinabiet  Island^  natives  pointed  out  the  tall  dead 
trees  to  me  but  I was  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  the 
birds  when  I visited  these  Islands. 
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On  the  islands  of  Mahur  and  Mashet,  gunouma  is 


reported  to  visit  periodically  but  not  to  nest  there. 

The  two  specimens  taken  both  had  a wing-spread 
of  over  six  feet. 

Stomach  contents:  1st  specimen,  one  three-foot 

3nake  complete  and  two  or  three  flying  foxes.  2nd  speci- 
men, one  octopus  with  a spread  of  roughly  four  feet  across. 
It  is  the  custom  in  this  territory  on  every 
plantation  to  have  a "dynamite”  boy  whose  business  it  is  to 
patrol  the  reefs  and  killfish  (shoot-fish)  for  the  planta- 
tion laborers.  On  Lihir,  I observed  both  Pandion  and 
Cunouma  hovering  over  the  shoot-boy  when  he  had  spotted  fish 
and  later f when  the  dynamite  had  been  exploded  and  the  fish 
killed,  dive  into  the  water  and  obtain  food  for  themselves. 
This  is  a sterling  example  of  adaptability. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malie  - observed 

Mashet  - ,r  but  only  visitor 

Mahur  - «r  ” “ * 

7.  Pandi on  haliaetus:  - 

Tolerably  common  throughout  the  group.  One  can 
see  one  or  more  daily  flying  along  about  50  or  40  feet  above 
the  reefs  of  the  islands.  Upon  occasions,  one  sees  them 
perched  in  the  tops  of  tall  trees  or  long  coooanut  palms  at 
the  edge  of  reefs.  I have  never  seen  one  sitting  or  resting 
on  driftwood  on  the  reef. 

Coming  back  from  Mashet  in  an  open  boat  we  observed 
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one  Pandlon  in  company  with  a flock  of  Fregata  minor  and 


ariel  and  Anou3  mlnutu3.  diving  into  a school  of  fish* 

Like  his  larger  relative  Cunouma , Pandion  was 
noticed  following  a dynamite  boy  after  fish  on  the  reefs. 

During  my  time  in  the  South  Seas,  I have  never  en- 
countered Pandlon  in  the  interior. 

On  Mashet,  one  pair  used  a small  fissure  located 
about  100  feet  up  the  side  of  a perpendicular  limestone 
cliff  for  a nesting  site.  This  site,  by  the  way,  was  in 
the  middle  of  a colony  of  nesting  Eclectus. 


Stomach  contents:  Lizards  and  fish. 

Lihir  - taken 

Mali®  - " , exceptionally  plentiful 

Mashet  - observed 
Mahur  - observed 


8*  jfegapodlna- 

There  are  a series  of  hot  springs  and  mud  holes  in 
kihir  harbor  on  the  eastern  side  of  Lihir  Island  to  which 
feinal-e  Megapodes  retire  to  lay  their  eggs.  I must  say  that 
the  natives  are  not  as  adept  at  finding  the  eggs  here  as 
SOmQ  natives  are  in  other  localities  - particularly  Rabaul. 

The  Megapode  of  Lihir  and  islands  is  just  as 


Wentifm  as  on  other  islands.  Ihey  appear  to  be  the  size 
0f  fce  Hew  Britain  bird  and  much  larger  than  on  Manus  and 


6 Nlnigo  Islands. 


Stomach  contents: 


stones,  flat  fuzzf  3eed3’  ants 
beetles,  mollusks,  and  shells 
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taken 


Lihir  - 

Malie  - 

Mashet  - 

Mahur  - observed 

9.  Ihcoalfactoria: 

The  "I  pup  pup"  of  Father  Meyer’s  list  turned 
out  to  be  Bxoalf  aotoria  after  all  and  not  the  Munia  as 
was  propounded  by  him.  One  would  naturally  expect  to 
find  a finch  on  such  an  island  even  though  the  quail  were 
present. 

On  Lihir,  I must  confess,  I could  find  no  record 
of  a Munia  among  the  natives,  nor  could  they  be  located  in 
the  Kunai  grasses,  though  myself  and  boys  spent  many  torurous 
hours  tramping  through  the  grasslands. 

factor! a seems  to  be  well  spread  out  over  the 

whole  of  Lihir  and  islands.  An  abundance  of  them  may  be 
found  in  a very  large  kunai  patch  at  the  east  corner  of  the 
island  of  Lihir  proper.  Isolated  pairs  or  flocks  mqy  be  met 
with  most  anywhere  in  native  gardens  and  grassy  patches. 

A quail  when  flushed  rises  quickly  with  a whirring 
of  wings  to  an  elevation  of  six  or  eight  feet,  proceeds  in  a 
atraight  line  or  a slight  swerve  to  right  or  left,  for  a dis- 
tance of  fifty  to  a hundred  yards  before  dropping  to  earth 
a8ain. 

When  the  bird  is  ready  to  alight  it  closes  its 
wings  and  drops  like  a plummet,  allowing  the  weight  of  its 

body  and  the  speed  of  its  flight  to  carry  it  on.  This 
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method  of  landing  or  breaking  off  of  the  flight  is  very  con- 
fusing to  the  hunter,  who  is  mislead  into  believing  he  has 
disabled  a specimen  when  he  has  not. 

Quail  can  carry  a tremendous  amount  of  shot  and 
lose  clouds  of  feathers  without  being  killed.  Crippled 
and  wounded  specimens  will  scurry  away  and  hide  for  good. 

The  nature  of  the  bird's  surroundings  makes  it  very  easy 
for  him  to  steal  away  from  the  collector.  Many  times  one 
thinks  that  they  have  stopped  a bird  only  to  find  after 
searching  for  minutes  that  it  has  slipped  away  somewhere. 

One  must  remember  that  in  the  tropics  under  the 
strength  of  a boiling  sun,  there  is  nothing  so  terrible  as 
the  heat  that  comes  up  from  a grassland  area.  If  the  grass 
is  waist  high  the  heat  is  stifling.  We  tried  to  work  the 
kunai  very  early  in  the  morning  and  were  only  partially  suc- 
cessful as  we  were  confronted  with  a five  mile  walk  to  the 
area  from  our  camp  and  a five  mile  return  hike. 

Windy  days  are  also  bad  for  hunting.  The  birds 
do  not  flash  easily  and  when  they  do,  swerve  and  jump  in  their 
flight  as  though  they  were  thrown  off  balance  by  the  wind. 

I will  go  farther  and  say  that  a hunter  oan  usually  approach 
two  to  six  feet  distance  from  the  bird  before  it  takes  to 
flight.  Qn  windy  days,  as  before  mentioned,  one  oan  almost 
step  on  the  birds  before  they  will  fly. 

Quail,  when  frightened  and  flushed,  have  a chirping 
shrill  alarm  note  or  series  of  notes  which  they  utter  con- 
tinuously before  the  bird  or  birds  whirr  up  from  the  earth 
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and  can  be  guided  by  this  cry 


These  birds  are  nearly  always  found  in  pairs, 

(Than  one  arises,  one  can  be  almost  certain  another  will  get 
up  within  a few  feet  of  it.  This  second  whirring  of  wings 
can,  on  occasions,  confuse  the  hunter  and  cause  him  to  miss 
both  birds. 

Protective  coloration  plays  an  important  part  in 
the  life  of  quail.  One  can  almost  step  up  on  them  before 
they  will  flush  and  this  can  actually  happen  in  grasses  not 
a foot  high.  One  should,  I suppose,  have  hunting  dogs  with 
them. 

The  call  of  this  particular  quail  was  a shrill,  al- 
most plaintive,  woodsy,  whistle.  A nature  journalist  could 
almost  fit  the  whistle  to  the  mood  of  the  area.  I couldnrt, 
the  country  was  too  hot. 

Stomach  contents:  grass  seeds. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malle  - reported  at  times 

Mashet  - * **  " 

Mahm*  — n tt  n 

dQ.  Porzana  cinerear- 

The  first  bird  taken  on  Lihir  was  a Porzana.  After 
traversing  not  more  than  a hundred  yards  distance  from  the 
0amp,  I heard  in  some  tall  grasses  near  the  path  what  I took 

be  the  high  pitched  squeaky  alarm  note  of  Porzana.  Sure 
SQough,  after  a wait  of  ten  minutes  I saw  a head  peeking 
through  a bunch  of  leaves  and  grass  roots  a few  yards  away 

was  able  to  add  this  species  to  the  list  of  Lihir  birds. 
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Just  to  show  you  the  inconst stenoy  of  rail  hunting^ 
right  after  I had  collected  the  one  bird  I heard  its  mate 
calling  close  by  and  concluded  to  stalk  that  one  also.  Rail 
No.  2 lead  me  up  and  dawn  a small  hollow  the  whole  of  the 
morning.  It  never  permitted  a sight  of  itself  but  tantalized 
me  with  its  call  as  though  it  delighted  in  outwitting  a big 
lumbering  person  who  made  so  much  fuss  getting  through  the 
underbrush.  Needless  to  say,  I went  home  at  noon  wl  th  a 
very  bad  temper  and  only  one  bird  in  the  bag. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Landolowit,  as  Father  Meyer 
predicted,  we  found  Porzana  far  more  plentiful  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  island  that  we  visited.  Here  again  is  an  ex- 
ample of  the  island  that  we  visited.  I believe  one  could 

spend  months  on  the  Sana—  Komat  side  of  the  Island  and  still 
mi3s  the  bird,  though  there  are  areas  where  the  bird  should  be 
found. 

Landolowit  holds  a fair  amount  of  semi  swamp  land. 

I say  ’semi  swamp*  because  it  is  on  the  borderland,  always 
dampish,  not  wet  enough  for  sago  palm  and  still  not  so  wet 
that  it  doesnrt  raise  kunai  grasses.  In  this  locality  are 
found  the  rail.  Contrast  this  area  with  that  inhabited  by 
Porzana  at  Wide  Bay,  New  Britain,  - a mad  flat  in  a river 
bottom. 

Mr.  Kylert*s  plantation  offered  wonderful  hunting 
ground  for  Porzana,  when  the  grass  of  the  station  is  not  too 
high.  There,  if  one  exerted  patience  enough,  they  might 

obtain  a specimen.  The  average,  though,  is  small  for  the 
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number  of  times  a person  will  stalk  them.  Porzana  keeps 
well  hidden  in  the  grass  and  though  one  can  mimic  their 
cry  it  is  not  often  that  they  snow  themselves. 

Natives,  of  course,  are  far  better  hunters  than 
whites.  A native  will  sit  for  hours  just  watching  a clump 
of  grass  and  never  feel  his  conscience  trouble  him  while  a 
white  person  is  always  fuming  because  he  is  losing  time. 

The  very  early  morning  hours  and  evening  twilight 
offer  the  best  time  for  Porzana.  At  that  period  they  are 
more  active  than  at  other  hours. 

Stomach  contents r seeds  mixed  with  vegetable 
matter,  mollusks,  stones,  white  worms,  beetles,  and  once  a 
grasshopper  in  the  18  stomachs  examined. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malie  - reported  but  not  heard 

Mashet  - reported  as  formerly  there  - destroyed  by 
cats 

Mahur  - one  taken. 

11*  Amaurornis  moluoeana 

Certainly  this  bird  could  not  be  called  plentiful 
on  Lihir.  I offered  a lava-lava  for  each  bird  obtained  by 
snares  or  with  dogs  and  had  only  one  specimen,  badly  in 
moult,  brought  in.  This  specimen  I was  forced  to  preserve 
in  alcohol. 

It  was  only  rarely  that  the  bird  was  heard  calling 
at  night  and  these  times  were  at  the  most  infrequent  intervals. 
One  area  behind  Landolowit  harbored  Amaurornis  but  the  grass 
was  so  high  we  couldn’t  get  a sight  of  the  birds  when  they  did 
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Every  native  on  Lihir  and  the  outlying  Islands 
had  heard  of  this  rail;  (called  Kum  bey  u),  but  few  of 
them,  strange  to  say,  could  recognize  its  call.  Many 
boys  confused  Amauromis  with  Porzana,  while  still  others 
thought  one  and  the  same  bird  made  both  calls.  It  was 
only  through  the  older  men  and  women  that  one  could  work 
with  native  names. 

There  is  a growing  tendency  among  younger  natives 
to  cover  up  their  ignorance  of  natural  lore  and  the  old 
tribal  customs  by  inferring  or  attempting  to  presume  that 
only  the  old  men  or  leaders  of  each  tribe  are  supposed  to 
know  the  answers  to  questions  asked  theqj,  which  in  my  case 
is  the  tribal  name  of  birds.  As  a matter  of  fact,  younger 
natives  are  so  absorbed  in  the  complicated  systems  of 
civilization,  such  as  thieving,  adultery,  blackmail,  and 
the  church,  that  they  do  not  have  time  to  learn  their  own 
customs.  As  I look  back  at  my  time  in  the  Solomons,  I can 
recall  that  there  the  natives  were  farther  advanced  in  this 
metamorphosis  than  the  boys  here. 

Amaurornis  likes  grassy  patches  and  secondary  bush, 
always  in  the  proximity  of  fresh  water  streams.  I could  not, 
as  one  would  expect,  find  him  or  get  reports  of  him  in 
gardens  on  Lihir,  though  I went  many  times  to  gardens  in 
search  of  him.  No  other  rail  was  recorded. 


Stomach  contents:  seeds,  atones,  and  Molluscs 
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Lihir  - taken  (but  very  rare) 

Malie  - one  nest  observed  Sinebeit 

Mashet  - reported 

Mahur  - doubtful 

12.  Grey  Sandpiper 

This  particular  species  was  encountered  on  the 
sand  beaches  where  I presume  it  spends  its  time  alone  or 
in  pairs  and  perhaps  in  small  flocks.  Large  flocks  of 
sandpipers  were  not  met  with  in  the  Lihir  Group  during  our 
visit  there. 

Stomach  contents:—  four  crabs  and  sand. 

13.  Trjnga  hypoleuoa 

Common  everywhere  throughout  the  Group.  One  will 
find  this  sandpiper  along  the  beaches,  in  the  tide  water  flats 
behind  the  beach,  in  mangrove  swamps  and  along  streams.  I 
have  observed  them  several  miles  in  the  interior,  sometimes 
as  much  as  several  thousand  feet  up  in  altitude  along  fresh 
water  streams  where  they  are  hunting  for  snails  or  prawns. 

One  finds  them  walking  about  in  native  villages 
near  the  coast  in  company  with  native  fowl,  pigs,  and  dogs, 
while  other  times  they  can  be  seen  perched  on  logs  near 
native  dwellings.  Natives  do  not  seem  to  molest  them  as 
they  do  other  sandpipers,  plovers,  etc.  I have  never  had  a 
native  bring  me  a Tringa  killed  with  a stone  or  a club,  as  I 
have  had  examples  of  Gharadrius  brought  in. 

In  the  Eihir  Group,  Tringa  hypoleuoa  is  associated 
with  the  origin  of  natives, as  has  been  explained  in  the 

summary  of  LihiP. 
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This  little  bird  has  a shrill  alarm  ory  which 
it  utters  when  forced  to  flight, and  continues  to  repeat 
when  on  the  wing.  When  perched,  it  twitches  its  body 
or  rocks  up  and  down,  using  the  hip,  ball-and-socket  joint 
as  a fulcrum  upon  which  to  teeter. 

Stomach  contents:  mud  and  stones. 

Common  all  parts  of  Group. 

14.  Red-head  Sandpiper 

Both  these  specimens  were  brought  in  by  natives 
who  killed  them  with  stones.  A few  are  to  be  found  in 
flocks  of  four  or  five  along  the  sand  beaches. 

Stomach  contents:  hermit  crabs  and  snails. 

15.  Lesser  Ringed  Plover 

Only  this  one  specimen  was  found  alone  on  the 
sand  beach  at  Landolowit*  No  other  was  seen  or  recorded. 
Stomach  contents:  hermit  crabs. 

16.  Gallinago 

The  Jack  Snipe  turned  out  to  be  fairly  common  on 
Lihir  Island.  I can’t  say  about  them  on  the  outlying  is- 
lands. The  bird  was  not  met  with  there  though  I was  not 
away  from  camp  many  times  in  the  evening. 

Snipe  spend  their  day  time  in  swampy  fresh  water 
or  salt  water  flats  probing  for  worms,  etc.  and  migrate  to 
open  grassy  patches  just  at  dark  where  they  remain  during 
the  night  in  company  with  Gharadrius  and  even  Numenius . 
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I have  never  encountered  them  early  in  the 


morning  in  their  resting  area  so  presume  that  they  fly  off 
very  early  (before  first  signs  of  daylight). 

At  night  one  often  hears  them  when  searching  for 
night  hawks.  As  is  my  practice,  I go  in  the  evening,  just 
after  sunset,  to  a cleared  area  to  sit  and  face  the  western 
sky,  and  wait  for  Gaprimulgus  to  put  in  his  appearance. 
There,  while  waiting,  I can  often  hear  the  sharp  whirr  of 
wings  as  the  snipe  banks  or  turns  in  flight  to  check  him- 
self and  alight  on  the  ground.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  see  birds  at  this  hour  but  in  rare  instances  one  can 
collect  them.  I have  discovered  that  if  one  will  lie  flat 
on  the  ground  facing  to  the  westward,  they  can  some  times  see 
Gallinago  alight  and  run  a few  paces. 

If  the  snipe  leaves  the  ground  again  at  night  one 
will  find  it  impossible  to  shoot  him.  The  color  of  the 
bird  and  his  speed  make  a shooting  impossibl®.  Should  one 
be  fortunate  enough  to  discover  the  feeding  place  of 
Gallinago  then  the  problem  of  collecting  him  is  that  which 
has  been  attracting  sportsmen  for  years.  The  snipe  here 
is  just  as  difficult  to  hit  as  he  is  back  in  the  States. 

Upon  arising  from  the  ground,  Gallinago  flies 
straight  for  perhaps  10  yards  and  then  commences  all  sorts 
of  twists  and  turns.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  which  way 
he  will  zig-zag  next.  One  is  almost  compelled  to  resort 
to  blind  luck  when  firing  at  the  bird. 


The  call  of  Gallinago  is  very  similar  to 
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gharadrius . and  is  often  confused  with  the  latter.  I 
have  always  found  this  bird  in  flocks.  Though  they  may 
fly  into  an  area  singly,  it  is  but  a short  time  before  a 
flock  congregates. 

Stomach  contents:  earth,  vegetable  matter,  ooze, 

snails. 

17.  Numenius : - 

Always  encountered  along  reefs  or  in  tide  water 
flats  or  mangrove  swamps  where  it  is  usually  found  alone. 
Sometimes  one  will  see  three  to  half  a dozen  perched  upon 
a dead  log  on  a reef  resting  during  the  heat  of  the  day  or 
at  low  tide.  One  never  sees  them  concentrated  in  flocks 
as  was  common  in  the  Caroline  Islands. 

Numenius  is  only  moderately  cautious  and  will  per- 
mit one  to  approach  within  a few  yards  of  it  before  it 
takes  wing.  Just  at  dark  I have  approached  within  a few 
feet  of  them  when  they  are  resting  on  the  sand  beach.  I 
have  noticed  many  times  that  just  at  dark  shore  birds  be- 
come very  careless,  or,  let  us  say,  less  cautious  than  at 
other  times  during  the  twenty-four  hours. 

One  sitting  upon  the  sand  beach  will  sometimes 
find  shore  birds  congregated  near  him  as  though  they  were 
taking  his  company.  Other  times,  if  one  will  advance 
slowly,  he  will  find  that  the  birds  hesitate  to  get  out  of 
his  way  or  will  sidestep  only  a few  feet. 

Numenius  is  known  by  his  shrill  call  whether  it  be 
heard,  at  night  or  during  the  day. 
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Stomach  contents:  crabs  - ooze,  mud 

Common  on  all  Islands. 


18.  Gharadrlus  : - 

One  could  almost  call  the  Golden  Plover  "the 
American  Robin  (Planesticus  migratoriu3 ) of  the  tropicg," 

No  lawn,  or  well  clipped  grassy  area,  is  complete  with- 
out one  or  more  of  these  birds  running  about  over  it  look- 
ing for  snails.  Even  the  very  best  families  in  Rabaul 
support  a few  Plovers  in  season. 

At  night,  Gallinago,  small  flocks  of  sandpipers, 
turnstones,  Numenius  and  others  seek  the  protection  of  a 
well  cleared  area  for  their  nocturnal  abode, while  Charadrius 
remains  there  the  whole  24  hours. 

One  does  find  him  in  swampy  areas,  probing  about 
in  the  mud,  but  he  seems  very  much  out  of  place.  Some- 
times one  finds  a flock  of  them  on  the  sand-beach,  but  more 
often  one  will  find  a single  one  in  grassland  or  gardens 
near  native  dwellings.  I have  even  seen  them  perched  on 
stones  in  rivers  well  into  the  interior  of  the  Islands. 
Stomach  contents:  snails,  mud,  ooze. 

On  all  islands. 

19.  (ANOTHER  CHARADRIUS) 

20.  Sterna  bergil : - 

Stragglers  were  observed  at  sea  in  the  harbours, 
and  along  the  reefs  of  the  group.  They  are  not  common 
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and  are  not  known  to  nest  in  the  Group. 

At  Samo,  I watched  them  diving  for  fish.  One 
or  more  would  locate  a school  of  fish  and  commence  diving 
for  a specimen.  From  20  or  30  feet  altitude  the  tern  or 
terns  would  close  their  wings  and  drop  head  first,  like  a 
plummet,  well  into  the  water.  Upon  arising  to  the  sur- 
face the  bird  seemed  to  struggle  into  the  air  as  though  it 
were  a great  effort  upon  his  part.  Once  in  the  air  a 
few  feet,  it  would  shake  itself  violently  several  times 
to  disperse  of  the  water  obtained  in  its  submersion  and  pro- 
ceed on  its  way. 

If  the  diving  individual  were  successful  in  ob- 
taining a fish,  other  terns  would  immediately  pursue  him 
and  by  pecking  at  him  with  their  beaks  and  beating  him  with 
their  wings  attempt  to  make  him  drop  the  food.  Usually 
they  merely  succeeded  in  driving  him  off  temporarily.  The 
victor  always  tried  to  swallow  his  catch  in  mid-air  and  to 
do  so  turned  his  head  body  upward,  closing  his  wings  and 
gulped  furiously.  He  usually  succeeded  in  downing  his 
meal  in  one  attempt. 

All  of  the  time  this  was  going  on  each  bird  kept 
up  a harsh  gutteral  squawk  continously.  Ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  usually  sufficed  to  drive  the  fish  away  from  the 
reefs  and  stop  the  hunting  in  the  area. 

Stomach  contents:  fish. 

Observed  on  Lihir  and  around  the  islands. 
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21.  Anous  stolldus;- 

One  specimen,  in  a deplorable  condition  (covered 
with  lice),  was  obtained  on  Mashet  Island.  This  individual 
fluttered  into  a tree  just  at  dusk  where  I presume  it  would 
have  died  had  it  not  been  taken. 

Others  were  seen  at  sea  near  the  group. 

Stomach  contents:  empty. 

22.  Ptilinopus  superbus :- 

Only  a moderately  common  bird  on  Lihir.  Father 
Meyer  speaks  of  the  dull  slow  cry  of  super  bus  which  he  heard 
He  adds  further  that  he  never  observed  the  bird. 

One  does  not  see  superbus  very  often  unless  he  is 
deliberately  hunting  for  it.  This  bird  is  more  quiet  and 
sluggish  in  its  habits  than  other  Ptilinopus,  does  not 
frighten  as  easily,  nor  does  it  seem  to  travel  in  flocks. 

Superbus  can  be  found  in  fruit  trees  or  tucked  away 
in  the  leafy  tops  of  secondary  bush.  I have  known  male  in- 
dividuals to  use  a bread-fruit  tree  as  a calling  place  where 
they  would  come  every  day  to  sit  and  call,  just  as  though  he 
bad  no  other  cares  in  the  world  but  that  of  voicing  his 
presence. 

The  female  is  rarely  met  with.  She  is  more  apt  to 
be  flushed  from  a thicket  than  anywhere  else  and  when 
frightened  will  fly  a few  yards  before  sitting  agfcin. 

One  expects  to  find  this  bird  alone. 

Stomach  contents;  Small  berries  from  low  trees 
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usually. 


Lihir  - taken 
Malie  - observed 
Mashet  - taken 
Mahur  - heard 

23.  Ptillnopus  lewlslr- 

It  was  not  until  we  reached  Mashet  that  we  met 
with  the  female  of  this  species,  which  resembles  the  male 
in  plumage,  and  were  then  disappointed  in  finding  every 
specimen  taken  covered  with  fat. 

No  report  on  Doves  and  Pigeons  would  be  complete 
without  special  stress  being  placed  on  fatty  specimens 
and  their  susceptibility  to  tearing.  The  tenderness  of 
tbe  skin  of  these  birds  is  in  a direct  ratio  with  the  amount 

of  fat  or  grease  found  inside;  i.e.,  the  more  fat,  the  more 
tender  the  skin. 

In  doves,  especially,  even  though  one  is  extremely 
oareful  in  degreasing,  the  process  is  sure  to  wear  holes  in 
the  skin.  Gasoline  will  remove  some  grease  but  it  also 
hakes  the  skin  brittle  and  easy  to  break.  Furthermore, 
when  the  skin  and  feathers  are  wet  with  gasoline  many 
feathers  have  a tendency  to  mass  together  and  their  com- 
bined weight  pulls  them  away  from  the  skin.  This  falling 
°f  feathers  takes  place  especially  when  one  is  trying  to 
the  feathers. 

Lewi  si  in  the  bush  acts  a great  deal  like  insoll  tus 
°te  hears  small  flocks  of  them  fluttering  in  the  tops  of  trees 
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where  they  are  feeding  or  congregated.  They  call  re- 
peatedly when  feeding  ad  v/ill  often  sit  exposed  without 
moving. 

The  females  nest  in  the  tops  of  tall  trees.  Their 
nests  are  made  of  a few  twigs  laid  together  loosely  in 
proper  dove  fashion.  I believe  doves  nest  spasmodically 
all  of  the  year.  Those  taken  at  Lihir  all  had  enlarged 
ovaries. 

Stomach  contents:  figs  and  small  berries,  usually 

the  red  and  purple  berry  resembling  the  American  wild  cherry. 

Lihir  - taken  and  very  common 

Malie  - " ” " 

Mashet  - " " n " 

Mahur  - recorded 

24.  Ptilinopus  insoli  tus 

This  bird  is  the  most  common  of  the  doves  on  Lihir 
Island.  It  can  be  heard  and  seen  every  day  in  small  flocks 
as  it  journeys  from  one  feeding  area  to  another.  Insoli  tus 
bust  be  associated  with  tall  trees  which  are  in  fruit  and 
tall  dead  trees  or  snags  as  well.  One  is  accustomed  to 
seeing  a flock  of  from  three  to  ten  perched  in  a dead  tree 
top  early  in  the  morning. 

They  are  shy,  as  a rule,  and  will  not  hesitate  to 
^ua  away  upon  the  least  provocation.  Like  all  forms  of 
life,  they  are  creatures  of  habit  and  though  frightened  from 
a feeding  ground  will  return  later.  Suppose  a flock  of 
^hsoiitus  are  scattered,  one  will  observe  them  returning  one 


by  one,  until  the  flock  is  together  again. 
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If  one  is  alarmed  he  will  make  known  his  worries 
by  a burr-like  call  which  is  uttered  with  machine  gun 
rapidity. 

Insolitus  has  a habit  of  slapping  his  wings  to- 
gether on  the  upward  beat  and  against  his  sides  on  the  down- 
ward stroke  and  beat,  much  like  Myristicivora  or  f.Telanochroa, 
but  much  more  rapidly  of  course.  This  slapping  (not  to  be 
confused  with  whirring)  is  always  heard  when  a flock  is 
feeding  in  a high  tree.  I might  add  that  feeding  time  is 
play  time  as  well,  with  these  birds.  Hence  the  slapping 
might  be  strokes  of  braggadocio  to  inflict  terror  into  the 
heart  of  another  bird,  possibly  to  chase  him  away  from  his 
tender  morsel. 

Insolitus  is  noisy  about  his  habits.  One  can  al- 
ways tell  when  they  are  around, while  with  sunerbus  one  is 
fortunate  to  see  him.  Insolitus  calls,  beats  his  wings,  and 
* burrs f all  day  longj  superbus  feeds  first  and  then  retires 
to  a chosen  limb  to  whoop  leisurely  until  tired.  On  Lihir 
insolitus  appeared  to  be  slightly  different  from  the  same 
bird  on  New  Britain. 

Stomach  contents:  fig  and  small  berries. 

I know  nothing  of  the  nest  of  insolitus  on  Lihir. 

Lihir  - very  common. 

Apparently  never  on  the  three  outlying  islands. 

The  natives  of  the  islands  do  not  recognize  the  bird  as  a 
part  of  their  ornis  but  refer  to  it  as  a part  of  Lihir  Island 

Proper. 
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25.  Ptllinopus  rlvolii;- 


It  is  not  strange  that  this  bird  was  overlooked 
by  Father  Meyer  on  Lihir.  The  bird  is  a quiet  individual 
which  is  always  found  alone  and  usually  well  hidden  in  the 
tops  of  fairly  high  trees.  One  of  my  shoot-boys  has  a 
mania  for  tracking  down  single  species  of  birds  on  Lihir; 
he  would  sit  under  a fruit  tree  for  half  a day  waiting  for 
this  bird  to  oome  to  feed.  I did  not  succeed  in  breaking 
the  boy  of  his  habit  but  I did  obtain  an  excellent  series 
°f  rivoiii. 

The  call  of  rivoiii  is  dove^-like  and  similar  to 
that  of  the  other  species  on  Lihir.  It  is  rather  difficult 
for  me  to  differentiate  between  one  and  another.  Certainly 
I can  distinguish  insolitus  from  superbus  but  not  superbus 
from  rlvolij. 

With  the  females  of  superbus  and  rivoiii  one  does 
have  a great  deal  of  difficulty  identifying  them  in  the  bush. 
Both  hide  away  in  dark  heavy  masses  of  underbrush  and  over- 
growth in  secondary  bush  where  one  gets  but  a glimpse  of  them 
before  they  run  away.  Both  build  their  nest  in  secondary 
growth  and  place  it  in  heavy  leafy  tree  tops  from  ten  to 
twenty-five  feet  off  the  ground.  I believe  neither  female 
makes  a practice  of  calling.  Even  in  New  Britain  days 
these  birds  troubled  me  considerably. 

Stomach  contents:  small  white  berries  usually; 


some  blue  berries  and  figs 
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26. 


Lihir  - taken 
Malie  - not  observed 

Mashet  - taken  _ „ , c„ 

Mahur  - observed  and  very  common  on  the  plateau 

Duoula  pistrinaria 

This  species  is  quite  common  on  the  eastern  side 
of  Lihir  and  the  islands.  I do  not  recall  that  we  en- 
countered it  on  the  western  side  of  the  island.  On  the  out- 
lying islands  one  finds  him  far  more  numerous  than  rubricera. 
They  may  be  encountered  in  the  high  trees  where  they  feed  or 
are  observed  flying  from  one  locality  to  another.  One 
sees  many  migrating  in  small  flocks  among  the  islands;  to 
and  from  Lihir  and  on  our  trip  to  New  Ireland  numbers  were  ob 
served  flying  toward  Lihir. 

Pistrinaria  is  more  apt  to  be  found  in  numbers , i.e. 
small  flocks  of  2,  3,  Qr  4,  than  alone.  When  discovered,  I 
believe  they  are  more  stupid  than  their  larger  brother, 
rubricera.  and  will  not  fly  unless  fired  upon.  Even  then 
they  will  usually  return  to  the  same  tree  again  and  again. 

Pistrinaria  is  primarily  a bird  of  the  small  islands 
though  he  will  and  does  fly  miles  each  day  for  his  food.  I 
have  seen  them  going  from  the  small  islands  to  the  mountains 
°f  Lihir  and  return  to  their  island  home  again.  I have  no 
houbt  that  they  will  fly  as  far  as  New  Ireland  and  return  in 
a day  or  a few  days.  Certainly  they  do  visit  Tanga  on  one 
side  and  Tabar  on  the  other. 

When  on  the  small  islands,  this  Duoula  will  choose 
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any  sort  of  a high  tree  for  a roost  and  will  remain  there. 
Many  are  to  found  in  the  high  cocoanut  trees  where  they 
will  at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  even  night.  There  is  no 
fixed  that  these  birds  migrate  to  their  food. 

Stomaoh  contents:  figs  and  all  sorts  of  berries 

from  the  big  trees  as  well  as  Galip  nuts. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malie  - taken  - very  common 

Mashet  - observed 

Mahur  - " 

27.  Duoula  rubricera:- 

The  common  Balus  can  be  found  everywhere  along  the 
coast,  the  true  bush,  tall  trees  and  in  clearings.  He  may 
be  seen  alone  or  in  small  flocks  working  about  in  the  tops 
of  trees  feeding  on  the  fruit. 

On  the  western  side  of  Lihir,  to  the  northward  of 
Samo,  there  is  situated  a large  tree  in  which  all  of  the 
gubrioera  for  miles  about  congregate  and  sleep.  It  is  quite 
common  procedure  for  various  birds  to  gather  together  to 
sleep  but  it  is  not  always  that  one  finds  their  roost.  At 
other  times  one  finds  a few  balus  perched  in  the  top  of  a 
tree  where  they  spend  the  night  together. 

Father  Meyer  mentions  the  call  of  the  bird  and 
states  that  it  may  be  heard  all  the  day  and  even  at  night, 
^any  natives  mimic  this  call  successfully  and  find  the  repro- 
duction a great  aid  in  hunting  the  bird. 

Duoula  is  hunted  persistently  for  food  by  all  out- 
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station  people  everywhere  in  the  South  Sea,  Still  the 
bird  seems  to  multiply  apace. 

This  bird  is  not  difficult  to  collect  once  he  is 
discovered.  Many  times  he  will  sit  in  the  top  of  a high 
tree  and  croak  for  hours  while  the  hunter  down  below  tries 
and  tries  to  get  sight  of  the  bird  to  shoot  him,  I do  not 
believe  that  the  bird  is  clever  enough  to  hide  but  is  just 
stupid  enough  to  pick  out  a place  of  concealment.  Other 
times  Ducula  will  sit  out  in  the  open  and  stare  at  the 
hunter  while  that  one  will  prepare  to  fire  his  weapon. 

Ducula,  like  pi3trinaria,  migrates  readily  through- 
out all  of  the  islands.  I have  no  doubt  that  those  on 
Lihir  spend  equally  as  much  time  on  New  Ireland. 

Stomach  contents:  figs  and  berries. 

Lihir  - taken 
Malie  - observed 
Mashet  - n 

Mahur  - ” 

28.  Maoropygia  amboinensis : - 

This  bird  was  found  to  be  moderately  common  on 
Lihir  Island,  where  its  stucato-like  even  ,rwhoot,  whoot, 
whoot,  whoot,”  could  be  heard  every  day  in  the  tree  forest 
and  mountains.  Macropygia  belongs  to  secondary  growth  with 
low  small  fruit-bearing  trees.  One  does  not  expect  to  en- 
counter him  in  high  trees  nor  open  forest  either.  In  flight 
he  is  graceful,  even  with  his  long  tail.  I should  say  that 
the  bird  is  more  shy  and  difficult  to  approach  on  Lihir  than 

on  other  small  islands. 
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Stomach  contents:  small  berries  and  onoe  the  wild 

red  raspberry, 

Lihir  - common  - taken 
Malie  - not  reoorded 
Mashet  - not  recorded 
Mahur  - taken  and  common 

29»  Reinward toena  browni 

This  bird  turned  out  to  be  far  more  abundant  on 
Lihir  than  anywhere  I have  collected  so  far.  Unfortunately, 
practically  every  specimen  taken  was  covered  with  fat  and  no 
amount  of  degreasing  would  clean  them  thoroughly.  Many 
specimens  had  to  be  discarded  because  of  the  tail  and  tail- 
ooverts  and  feathers  of  the  rump  falling  out  when  one  at- 
tempted to  degrease  them* 

One  of  my  shoot-boys,  as  explained  previously,  had 
a mania  for  tracking  down  one  bird.  He  picked  on  Reinward- 
and  succeeded  in  bringing  to  light  a very  fine  collec- 
tion indeed.  The  method  used  by  this  boy  was  to  find  a tree 
where  the  bird  came  to  feed,  build  a leaf  house  nearby,  and 
sit  and  wait  for  the  bird  to  arrive.  In  this  manner  he  could 
°ften  collect  two  or  three  in  a morning  when  he  was  searching 
W them. 

Reinwardtoena  feeds  on  the  small  purple  berries  of 
a tree  of  medium  height,  25  to  35  feet.  This  fruit,  the 
Stives  tell  me,  is  particularly  desired  by  this  bird.  We 
We  found  small  berries  and  also  small  flat  seed  in  the  crop 
of  Reinwardtoena.  Both  of  these  berries  come  from  medium 
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height  trees  also* 

One  expects  to  find  this  bird  along  water  courses 
and  in  secondary  growth  or  bamboo  thickets  on  mountain  sides, 
perhaps  even  well  up  mountain  sides.  Sometimes  one  will 
find  him  perched  on  a stone  or  ledge  near  a stream  or  river. 
The  one  egg  laid  by  this  bird  is  placed  on  a stone  or  a 
rocky  cliff  sometimes  in  a mountain  side. 

In  flight  this  bird  is  very  graceful  indeed.  He 
has  the  slow  steady  strong  wing  beat  of  Macropygia  and  with 
his  long  tail  trailing  behind  is  beautiful  to  see.  Both 
of  these  species,  Macropygia  and  Re  inward  toena , maneuver 
very  well  in  dense  thickets.  Their  flight  is  such  a con- 
trast to  Gen tr opus  ateralbus  who  is  forever  getting  himself 
into  trouble. 

Stomach  contents:  purple  and  blue  berries,  figs 

and  small  seed. 

Lihir  - common  - taken 

Malie  - not  observed  or  reported 

Mashet  - observed 

Mahur  - taken 

3o*  Chalcophaps:- 

These  common  little  ground  doves  were  seen  every- 
where throughout  the  Lihir  Group,  on  the  ground,  or  flutter- 
ing about  near  the  ground  in  the  true  forest,  secondary  bush, 
in  or  near  dwellings  and  villages  in  islands  and  in  cocoa- 
hut  plantations.  I have  3een  them  everywhere  except  in 
kunai  patches,  though  I suspect  that  I will  some  day  meet- 
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them  there. 


Because  Chalcophaps  are  such  friendly  little 
things  and  will  allow  one  to  approach  close  to  them  they 
are  often  killed  ruthlessly  by  natives  who  enjoy  killing 
anything  for  the  sake  of  seeing  it  die.  This  is  particu- 
larly true  of  small  boys. 

The  call  of  Ghalcophaps  is  a steady,  medium 
pitched  "Turn  turn  turn  turn.1*  It  is  more  like  a finely  timed 
one  cylinder  engine  than  anything  else.  One  can  hear  this 
call  at  all  hours  of  the  day  from  most  anywhere.  More 
often  than  not  one  finds  Chalcophaps  walking  haphazardly 
along  a path  or  road  where  they  delight  in  examining  every- 
thing. If  startled,  these  birds  utter  no  call  or  alarm 
note  but  fly  a few  yards  to  a lcsw  branch  or  dead  log  where 
they  will  sit  quietly  and  view  the  intruder  with  some  degree 
of  indifference. 

Chalcophaps  are  usually  found  alone.  In  rare 
instances  one  finds  a pair  together  but  I can  never  recall 
n flock  of  them.  This  bird  is  very  easy  to  collect.  In 
fact  it  is  one  of  the  easiest  birds  to  obtain,  but  prac- 
tically every  specimen  is  covered  with  fat  which  makes  saving 
the  skin  difficult.  Kanakas  prize  this  bird  as  a great 
delicacy  because  of  the  "grease." 

Stomach  contents:  vegetable  matter,  various  kinds 
of  berries,  stones,  bits  of  earth. 
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Lihir  - common  - taken 
Malie  - taken 
Mashet  - taken 
Mahur  ? observed. 

31.  Gallic  plumb  a beocarii  r- 

X, at  first,  thought  this  bird  to  be  a thrush  from 
the  description  given  by  the  bush  people.  Later,  I 
stumbled  on  one  specimen  and  missed  colie o ting  it,  though  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  bird  was  there.  A 
native  collected  this  one  in  a bamboo  thicket. 

There  is  no  record  of  this  bird  on  the  outlying 

islands. 

32.  Gallic olumba  jobiensis 

This  one  specimen  was  collected  near  Samo  on  the 
western  side  of  Lihir  Island.  I suspect  that  it  migrated 
over  from  New  Ireland  as  a casual  visitor  and  was  collected 
during  his  visit. 

The  natives  know  nothing  of  this  bird,  and  at  first 
gave  me  a New  Ireland  name  for  it.  Later,  others  gave  me 
almost  an  identical  name  with  beocarii.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  both  names  are  make-shift  affairs  given  just 
to  keep  me  quiet. 

Like  beocarii,  jobiensis  is  shy.  voioeless,  and  to 
be  confused  with  Ghaloophaps  in  dark  places.  It  was  care- 
lessness on  my  part  in  thinking  that  it  was  Chaloophaps 
Which  arose  from  a path  in  front  of  me  that  caused  me  to  miss 
the  one  beocarii  that  I saw.  As  soon  as  I looked  the  second 
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time  and  saw  the  bird’s  size  I knew  I had.  made  a mistake, 
but  then  it  was  too  late  to  shoot  him.  He  had  disappeared 
in  a clump  of  bamboo. 

All  three,  Chalcophaps,  beooarii,  and  jobiensls 
are  ground  feeders  and,  as  a consequence,  are  both  difficult 
to  collect  and  easy  to  overlook  (except  Chalcophaps) . 

Stomach  contents:  seeds,  berries  from  the  ground, 

small  gravel. 

No  record  of  this  bird  on  the  outlying  islands. 

33.  Caloenas  nicobarioa: - 

Two  examples  of  this  species  were  taken  on  Lihir 
Island.  Both  of  them  were  covered  with  fat  as  is  usually 
the  case  with  this  bird.  Other  examples  were  taken  but 
not  retained.  The  Nicobar  Pigeon  is  a typical  ground 
feeding  bird;  when  disturbed,  he  rises  from  the  ground  and 
hides  himself,  usually,  in  a dense  foliage  of  a medium-sized 
tree*  Natives  learn  to  collect  them  by  sitting  under  the 
tree  and  waiting  for  him  to  disclose  his  hiding  place, 
while  the  white  man,  who  is  more  impatient,  learns  to  shoot 
him  on  the  wing.  The  Nicobar  is  very  clever  in  concealing 
himself  and  depends  a good  deal  on  his  bronze  and  gre 
Color  which  blends  well  with  the  foliage  of  trees  and 
°ften  remain  immovable  for  hours. 

In  island  groups,  suoh  as  the  Lihir  Group, 

Pacts  to  find  the  Nicobar  Pigeon  nesting  on  an  isolated 

8mali  island  or  confined  spot  near  the  coast. 
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birds  congregate  to  lay  their  eggs  and  roost.  Un- 
fortunately, although  we  found  the  bird  moderately  common 
on  Lihir,  we  have  no  record  of  him  on  the  outlying  islands. 
Stomach  contents:  small  berries  and  ground  nuts. 

34.  Eos  oardinalis:- 

Moderately  common  on  the  island  of  Mahur  only. 

It  seems  to  be  very  much  a creature  of  habit.  Natives 
told  me  that  these  birds  fly  about  the  island  visiting  the 
cocoanut  trees  during  the  morning  and  early  afternoon  but 
that  about  three  of clock  every  afternoon  they  retire  to  a 
few  high  trees  on  the  top  of  the  plateau,  where  they  remain 
until  the  next  morning. 

Stomach  contents:  nectar. 

33.  Triohoglossus: 

This  bird  was  found  to  be  very  common  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  group.  These  birds  also  congregate  in 
various  high  trees  to  roost  at  night.  One  sees  and  hears 

bhem  in  pairs  and  small  flocks  of  three  and  four  flying 
hither  and  yon  all  over  the  island.  During  flight  these 
birds  have  a screechy  call  which  they  utter  continuously. 
Plantation  overseers  look  upon  them  as  pests  because  t y 
h^stroy  the  flower  of  the  cocoanut  palm.  Outdoor  orn 
biologists  look  upon  them  as  pests,  also,  because  they  ( 
bird}  disturb  everything  within  a mile  radius  by  thei 
^otes  which  they  utter  when  they  discover  a human 

^9  bush. 
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Triohoglossus  is  one  of  the  few  birds  which  has 
no  habitat.  One  is  just  as  apt  to  find  him  in  a scraggly 
pandanus  tree  in  the  middle  of  a kunai  field  as  he  is  to 
have  him  jump  out  of  a mangrove  thicket  alongside  the  salt 
water*  Of  course  one  naturally  expects  him  in  native 
gardens,  pau—  pau  trees,  corn  fields,  plantations  and  so  forth 

Mast  of  these  birds  are  fat,  regardless  of  their 
plumage,  though  as  a rule  they  are  not  difficult  to  degrease. 

Stomach  contents:  nectar. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malie  - " 

Mashet  - " 

Mahur  - observed  - common  everywhere. 

36.  Charmosynopsis:- 

We  found  this  bird  quite  common  in  the  flowering 
trees  of  the  true  forest  at  Landolowit.  I believe  that 
this  bird  is  primarily  a true  forest  dweller.  He  associates 
with  TriohoglQ33us  in  these  flowering  trees  and  I believe 
that  one  often  loses  sight  of  his  call  when  Triohoglossus 
is  making  most  of  the  noise.  Unlike  Triohoglossus,  a flock 

°f  Charmo synopsis  can  feed  for  hours  in  a tree  and  can  even 
fly  into  and  away  from  this  tree  without  making  a noise.  As 
a consequence,  one  is  apt  to  overlook  them.  It  is  best  for 
lithologist,  or  field  man,  to  employ  a native  to  find 
a feeding  tree  of  this  species  and  then  go  there  in  the  early 
Corning  to  collect  the  bird  or  birds,  but  one  must  learn  to 
quickly  to  these  trees  after  they  are  found  for  the 

f lowers  do  not  remain  many  days. 
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Among  those  forwarded  from  Lihir  there  is  a hybrid 
or  a freak  with  yellow  wings.  Although  I watched  persistent- 
ly for  more  of  this  kind,  I did  not  find  them. 

Stomach  contents:  creamy  nectar. 

Lihir  - taken 
Malie  - heard 
Mashet  - no  record 
Mahur  - no  record 

3?.  Micropsj  tta 

We  found  this  bird  to  be  very  common  on  Lihir. 

One  hears  and  sees  it  climbing  up  and  down  the  trunks  of 
trees,  in  the  high  branches  and  along  the  limbs,  as  he  is 
searching  for  larvae.  One  also  finds  him  around  dead  logs 
and  in  white  ants*  nests  where  he  keeps  up  a continuous 
high  pitched  "seep  seep"  all  the  day  through.  He  is  a 
creature  who  is  particular  about  his  trees  and  if  one  finds 
^ in  a certain  area  they  can  be  almost  sure  that  he  will 
r9laain  in  that  locality  for  several  days.  In  other  words, 

11  the  bird  is  around,  one  can  expect  to  locate  him  either 

y ^eaping  his  call  or  seeing  him  climbing  up  and  down  the 
trunks  of  trees.  f 

The  call  of  llieropsitta  is  very  easily  confused 
that  of  Ceyx  and  can  and  does  cause  the  hunter  no  end 

Of 

°afusion  along  small  streams  in  the  true  forest. 

Stomach  contents:  nectar,  white  ants,  larvae  (eggs). 
Lihir  - common ; taken 

Malie  - reported  by  Father  Meyer  on  Sinebeit 
Mashet  - no  record 
Mahur  — no  record 
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38.  SoleotU3 : - 


As  Father  Meyer  has  stated  in  his  notes,  Ecleotus 
is  not  too  common  on  Lihir  Island.  One  learns  to  associate 
this  bird  with  cleared  areas,  native  gardens,  new  coooanut 
plantations,  and,  in  rare  instances,  the  true  forest.  He 
is  a little  bit  like  Triohoglossus  in  that  you  can  find  him 
anywhere,  though  I must  say  he  is  not  as  cosmopolitan  as  the 
former.  This  bird,  individual  examples,  have  a very  bad 
habit  of  hiding  in  the  true  forest.  I have  many  times  sus- 
pected that  they  find  tender  morsels  of  food  and  keep  quiet 
about  it  so  that  they  can  have  all  for  themselves.  That 
these  birds  are  greedy,  everyone  knows,  and  that  they  hide 
their  nests  in  holes  in  dead  trees  is  also  well  known,  but 
the  fact  that  one  will  suddenly  jump  out  of  a heavy  bush  and 
fly  away  screaming  at  the  top  of  his  voice  for  no  apparent 
reason  in  the  world  is  something  that  I am  not  able  to  under- 
stand. 

On  the  island  of  Mashet,  we  found  this  bird  nesting 
th  holes  in  the  sides  of  a perpendicular  limestone  cliffs, 
ih  company  with  a pair  of  Pandion.  Their  nests  were  placed 
at  about  a hundred  to  a hundred  fifty  feet  aoove  the  ground 
Shd  about  the  same  distance  down  from  the  top  of  the  cliff, 
^hese  were  so  situated  that  no  human  being  could  molest  them, 
93  will  be  seen  from  photographs  forwarded.  This  in  indeed 

911  unusual  procedure  for  Eclectus. 

Stomach  contents:  grass  seeds,  tapiooa,  pau  p 

atring  beans,  vegetables,  etc. 
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Lihir  - not  common;  taken 

Malle  - taken  and  common 

Mashet  - taken  and  very  common 

Mahur  - observed;  more  than  very  common 


39.  Geof  froyus : - 

Although  this  bird  may  be  very  common  in  an  area, 


one  is  less  apt  to  notice  him  on  a large  island  than  on  a 
small  one  like  Malie  or  Mahur.  He  has  a good  deal  of  the 
same  habits  as  Soleotus,  except  that  he  is  not  nearly  as 
noisy.  I might  go  farther  and  say  that  he  frequents  the 


been  in  an  area  where  dozens  of  them  were  feeding,  yet  never 
heard  them  cry  once.  On  very  small  islands,  of  course, 
their  presence  must  be  known. 

Stomach  contents;  pau-pau,  berries  from  medium 
sized  trees. 


40.  Caoomantis:  - 

This  little  bird  with  his  never -completed-call 
turned  out  to  he  tolerably  common  on  Lihir.  There  he  does 
not  exercise  his  vocal  organs  nearly  as  strenuously  as  he 
did  on  New  Britain.  On  Manus,  he  was  a noise  unto  himself. 
One  finds  this  little  fellow  perched  in  the  tops  of  secondary 
growths,  usually  at  a height  of  20  to  25  feet  off  the  ground, 
where  he  varies  his  time  between  flying  off  after  a juicy 
caterpillar  and  singing. 


deep  forest  but  never  makes  his  presence  known.  I have 
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Cacomantis  is  not  an  active  bird,  nor  is  be  a con 


spicuous  one  either.  Most  hunters  have  a great  deal  of 
trouble  with  him.  because  he  keeps  in  that  intermediate  dis- 
tance or  range  between  an  aux.  cartridge  and  a 20  gauge 
shotgun  cartridge*  One  had  best  hunt  him  after  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Between  nine  and  eleven  one  finds  him  in 
secondary  bush.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few  birds  who  makes 
it  his  business  to  sit  in  a cleared  area,  or  somewhere  with 
good  visibility,  and  sing  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

Stomach  contents;  woolly  caterpillars,  worms, 
flies,  beetles,  spiders,  shining  green  beetles  which  are  used 
on  St.  Matthias  as  native  money,  bees,  moths. 

The  inside  of  the  cuckoo's  stomach  is  lined  with 
a growth  of  very  fine  hairs,  which  is  peculiar  to  this  bird. 

Lihir  - tolerably  common;  taken 

Malie  - observed 

Mashet  - taken 

Mahur  - not  observed 

41.  Caprimulgus  macrurus  yorkii : - 

Undoubtedly  this  bird  is  a Solomon  Island  repre- 
sentative, as  it  differs  from  anything  taken  so  far  in  this 
group.  it  was  found  to  be  very  rare  on  Lihir  during  our 
visit.  Many  times  we  heard  the  bird  one  night  and  then  not 
again  for  several  evenings  or  perhaps  a week.  One  is  ac- 
customed, when  the  bird  is  around,  to  hearing  it  cry  Just 
after  dark  and  can,  in  this  manner,  after  several  evenings, 
locate  the  approximate  course  of  this  bird  from  the  time  he 
leaves  his  daylight  resting  site  at  twilight  until  he  sits 
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on  a dead  limb  or  stump  and  begins  his  nocturnal  cry.  By 
so  watching  him  for  several  evenings,  one  can  put  himself  in 
a good  position  between  the  birdfs  track  and  the  light  of 
the  western  sky  and  so  collect  him  after  it  is  too  dark  for 
any  other  kind  of  shooting. 

One  expects  to  find  Caprimulgus  in  and  around 
young  cocoanut  trees,  hut  here  is  an  instance  where  the 
bird  does  inhabit  the  cocoanut  plantation  at  night  and  does 
not  cry.  it  was  only  by  poire  accident  that  we  discovered 
the  daytime  roosting  site  of  this  bird  in  a bamboo  thicket 
several  miles  in  the  interior  and  were  able  to  add  two  speci- 
mens to  our  collection. 

Natives  of  Lihir  tell  me  that  Caprimulgus  visits 
burnt  over  areas  or  clearings  where  are  making  native  gardens 
and  where  the  natives  have  had  fires  during  the  day. 

These  Lihir  natives  explain  that  Caprimulgus  comes 
to  the  wood  ashes  to  hunt  for  bugs.  I,  personally,  canTt 
say  why  Caprimulgus  does  come  to  such  places  after  dark  but  I 
do  know  that  if  one  can  locate  a place  which  these  birds 
frequent  and  will  sit  down  there  very  quietly  just  at  dark 
that  Caprimulgus  will  almost  sit  down  on  one's  head,  shoulder 
or  hand,  yet  to  date  we  have  not  been  successful  in  catching 
one  with  our  hands  as  the  natives  on  Long  Island  did  do. 

Stomach  contents:  all  sorts  of  flying  insects,  bugs, 

small  green  beetles. 

This  bird  is  reported  at  times  on  the  outlying  is- 
lands, but  I believe 


that  its  visits  there  are  irregular 
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42  • Collooalia  esoulenta 

This  little  bird  was  exceptionally  common  on 
Lihir  and  throughout  the  group.  One  finds  him  at  the 
edge  of  secondary  growth  or  along  waterways  where  they  can 
work  in  and  around  under  the  trees,  always  under  cocoanut 
palms,  around  human  habitations  and,  in  many  instances, 
circling  around  flowering  trees.  Apparently  the  sap  of 
the  trees  attracts  the  bugs,  and  this  in  turn  attracts  the 
birds.  One  finds  them  very  active  all  through  the  day 
and  particularly  just  after  a shower  of  rain,  when  they 
seem  to  be  everywhere. 

This  species  nests  definitely  in  limestone  caves 
or  under  overhanging  ledges,  or  rocks  along  small  streams 
in  the  mountains.  Most  any  natives  can  show  one  the  roost- 
ing and  nesting  ground  of  this  bird if  he  wants  to. 

This  is  not  so  with  the  succeeding  species. 

On  rare  occasions  one  finds  esculents  feeding  in 
company  with  the  larger  francia, but  that  is  nearly  always 
in  open  spaces  or  over  grasslands  and  gardens.  Altitude 
plays  an  important  part  here.  Of  course,  atmospheric  con- 
ditions govern  the  height  of  the  "bug  line",  but  esoulenta 
feeds  close  to  the  ground  while  fuoiphaga  at  20  or  30  or 
even  50  feet  altitude. 

Stomach  contents:  all  sorts  of  small  flying  insects. 

This  bird  was  observed  as  very  common  on  all  of  the 


outlying  islands 
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Oollooalia  francioia 


This  larger  species  was  found  to  be  very  common 
in  the  cleared  areas  of  the  Group,  where  we  found  him  feed- 
ing at  all  hours  of  the  day.  As  explained  previously,  he 
usually  works  at  an  altitude  of  30  to  50  feet,  but,  just  be- 
fore a hard  rain  and  very  late  in  the  evening,  he  seems  to 
rise  to  about  a hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  feet 
elevation. 

I have  never  been  able  to  find  this  bird’s  nest- 
ing ground,  though  I suspect  he  uses  holes  in  big  trees.  I 
might  add  further  that  I have  never  seen  him  enter  or  leave 
these  holes,  but  time  and  again  natives  have  told  me  about 
caves  where  these  birds  live  but  it  always  turned  out  to  be 
esculents  which  lived  in  the  caves.  On  the  western  side  of 
Lihir,  we  watched  esoulenta  and  franoia,  both  migrating  in 
the  general  direction  up  the  coast  every  night  at  sunset. 
Natives  explained  that  these  birds  roosted  under  the  over- 
hanging limestone  ledges  of  the  seashore.  They  were  per- 
fectly safe  in  making  this  statement,  because  it  was  prac- 
tically impossible  to  get  to  these  overhanging  ledges  and 
examine  them  if  there  was  any  kind  of  a swell  on  the  sea. 

Stomach  contents r gnats,  bees,  small  shining 
black  beetles,  flying  ants,  and  bugs. 

This  bird  was  also  found  to  be  -very  common  on  all 
of  the  small  outlying  islands. 

44.  Hemiproone  mystacea:  - 


One  finds  Hemiproone  perched  in  dead  trees  or  on 
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dead  snags  in  clearings,  such  as  native  gardens,  secondary 
bush  or  any  place  where  he  has  a good  view  of*  the  open 
country  around  him.  One  is  accustomed  to  watching  these 
very  graceful  flyers  leave  their  perch,  swoop  out  after  a 
butterfly  or  moth  miller,  or  cicad  and  return  to  their 
perch  again. 

Their  call,  which  they  always  utter  when  on  the 
wing,  is  a high  pitched  "wheet  wheet,  wheet  wheet"  which  can 
be  easily  confused  with  the  whistle-like  call  of  Aceipiter 
novaehollandiae  and  the  two  falcons. 

If  Hemiprocne  is  in  the  neighborhood,  one  can 
nearly  always  observe  him  just  at  sunset  when  he  parades  at 
about  300  to  500  feet  elevation,  screaming  all  the  while  and 
going  through  all  sorts  of  aerial  gyrations.  I don't  think 
he  feeds  during  this  twilight  expedition,  but  makes  this 
display  his  evening  constitutional. 

Stomach  contents:  bees,  flying  ants,  cycads, 

moths,  shining  green  beetles. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malie  - observed 

Mashet  - " 

Mahur  - taken 

45.  Alcedo  atthis:- 

This  bird  was  found  very  common  on  Lihir  Island 
where  it  was  encountered  along  the  beach  and  a long  fresh 
water  streams  well  into  the  interior.  I have  never  seen 
it  away  from  the  rivers  in  the  true  bush.  His  rattle-like 


^iiovs a,  iZ.iebi-.ysi  evLf,;  :,<•  . -:jjz  i-iselc  u : . - n,z  .bar- .3 
neqo  sriJ  “£©  weiv  boon  a sari  g;?  «extw  eca'Xq  vns  ic  iiawd 
if;f  aaido^a  tt  o-+  'btnoJaj.ro  ob  . 

••'  -•  >--c  cols:  , '■■  • --v  • u •.:  .1'  ;•  ’.a  0*1  • *• 

-J-'j'--:'  ' ...  -_C  ",i.\  ':  :>.  ■ 


. ' /'•  ' 

, . . 

Jiao  &>triw  "Jtailw  t&eAw  ,Jterfw  tfaeiiw*'  btxfotfi 

le-  X:./-:o:  'io  Xiao  sdll-BUsi  lar  -vfr  :.'.?i;7  . ej 

. 

a -30  ©no  f bcoiiitodite : t/  t*:*;  ffi  ai  rc  L-9/T  II 

3©  aoiwtag'  ©d  ntj.ii  Jesiuss  js  Joi/f,  mhl  ©vgead©  a\.nwXrj  v ii  ~ •;■ 

£*Jta  eliriw  ejU-  XXb 

% ’ I 

3i  .U  ?-9'* ^ Cl  ,.‘!0 '.*•  ,t  .v'xa  Jin . 1 v?J  iitfiS  ai-efe* 

. - • ■ • r:  C.  '■  .•  r • . 0 oil  V . 


. 


: • J;  . f> 


. 


saiT-iis  . Jc 


i-i  NnJ  - . -j. ini.i 

fieviHi. ; To  - siX.-rT 

- Jsiiajt;  1 

- rini^i 


T 

bris la  I tiiii.:  fio  nowao©  v.is?v  jhnwol  l ■ : hi  id  airil 

rfstnl  sno.X  a i>na  doseu  odJ  sxiole  XoisJoKoons  saw  ,‘1  aiaxff 

flSOC  *£9V9J1  9VJ3d  I . io  iisb  t iL 

: .J1X  © ' r.j-  j.l  o.iJ  ;ioui  Vijvra  " 


£>:;.  ai. 


call  is  stronger,  deeper, and  more  rasping  than  that  of 
Ceyx. 

Stomach  contents:  fish,  prawns. 

Lihir  - taken 
Malie  - observed 
Mashe  t - taken 
Mahur  - no 

^6.  Alcyone  websteri:- 

This  species  is  abundant  along  the  fresh  water 
streams  of  Lihir  proper.  One  can  hear  his  rattling  call 
any  time  in  the  morning  after  eight  o’clock.  After  I had 
wasted  several  mornings  chasing  up  and  down  rivers  at  sun- 
up, natives  told  me  that  this  species  and  Ceyx  both  remain 
in  their  holes  in  mud  banks  until  after  the  sun  is  well  up 
before  they  start  chasing  up  and  down  rivers  and  creeks.  In 
this  instance  the  natives  were  right.  These  birds  do  not 
become  active  until  the  middle  of  the  morning.  I presume 
that  the  birds  must  wait  until  enough  light  creeps  into 
stream  beds  for  them  to  be  able  to  find  fish  and  prawns  in 
the  pools  of  water. 

If  one  had  the  time  to  spend  the  whole  day  just 
sitting  at  the  side  of  a river  or  creek,  it  is  possible 
that  he  might  collect  a number  of  Alcyone  websterl,  because 
this  bird  and  Ceyx  both  journey  up  and  down  the  rivers  alone 
or  in  pairs  periodically  during  the  day. 

I have  taken  two  during  one  morning  on  two 
different  occasions  by  this  method  of  just  sitting  and 
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waiting  for  the  bird  to  put  in  its  appearance,  but  I have 
never  permitted  myself  the  time  to  sit  all  day  and  wait  for 
three  or  more.  Mere  one  to  do  this  it  would  be  best  for 
him  to  take  skinning  tools  along, for  all  kingfishers  spoil 
rapidly. 

Stoma  oh  contents:  prawns  and  fish. 

Occurs  only  on  Lihir  Island  proper. 

47.  Ceyx  leplda:- 

This  is  the  kingfisher  of  the  true  forest  and 
mountain  streams.  To  my  knowledge,  he  is  never  found  near 
the  salt  water  and  never  out  of  the  damp  dark  true  forest. 

Yot  one  was  taken  on  Mashet  Island  where  there  is  no  fresh 
water  except  a little  trickle  down  the  side  of  a cliff  and 
the  bird's  stomach  was  found  to  contain  grasshoppers  only. 

Thus  a perfectly  good  hypothesis  was  shattered. 

One  expects  to  find  them  in  the  vicinity  of  soft 
clay  or  mud  banks,  where  they  can  dig  holes  for  themselves 
to  nest  and  to  roost.  On  very  rare  occasions  an  unusually 
Active  native  can  be  induced  to  walk  a mile  or  so  after  dark 
^d  catch  these  birds  at  their  holes  with  his  hands.  One 
ttist  bear  in  mind,  though,  that  the  bush  is  so  filled  with 
Natural  devils  - tambarans  and  evil  spirits  - that  good 
Kristian  natives  will  not  dare  to  frequent  these  areas  after 
^rk.  xt  is  only  an  accident  which  permits  the  hunter  to 
°°llect  Oeyx  in  his  hole  in  the  daytime.  They  have  an 
ubcanny  sense  which  warns  them  of  the  approach  of  an  individual. 
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The  time  of  activity  of  Ceyx  corresponds  to 
that  of  Alcyone , although  I have  taken  Ceyx  on  New 
Britain  in  the  true  bush  very  early  in  the  morning.  Ceyx 
is  more  apt  to  stop  and  have  a look  at  the  intruder  than 
Alcyone  websteri  . 

Stomach  contents:  larvae,  grasshopper,  bees, 

flys,  prawns;  rare  instances,  fish. 

Lihir  - taken;  common 
Malie  - not  observed 
Mashet  - taken 

Mahur  - not  observed;  no  record 

48 . Halcyon  saurophaga:  - 

This  bird  is  rarely  met  with  along  "the  coasts  of 
Lihir.  Although  on  the  outlying  islands  he  can  be  called 
common.  I should  say  that  two  or  three  pairs  frequent 
sand  beaches  of  each  of  the  islands.  One  sees  them  along 
the  reefs  perched  on  dead  logs  or  trees,  even  cocoanut 
fronds,  and  at  low  tide  sometimes  on  the  reef  itself,  where 
they  collect  fish  in  the  tide  pools. 

Stomach  contents:  snails,  shells,  hermit  crabs, 

fish. 

49.  Halcyon  chloris  subsp. 

Father  Meyer  thinks  that  the  call  is  not  so  loud 
as  that  of  chloris  on  Wautom  or  of  the  larger  bird  on  Fashet. 
I also  think  that  it  is  not  as  frequent  as  the  call  of  the 
same  bird  on  New  Britain. 
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The  habits  of  Halcyon  chloris  are  the  same 
throughout  all  the  islands  of  the  Bismarck  Archipelago- 
One  finds  him  perched  on  cocoanut  fronds,  in  plantations, 
on  dead  twigs,  in  native  gardens  and  clearings,  and  even 
in  the  tops  of  the  highest  trees  in  the  true  forest. 

Where  he  is  he  advertises  himself  well  with  his  loud  "kik 
kik  kik".  He,  too,  is  a creature  of  habit  and  likes 
nothing  better  than  to  find  a dead  twig  in  a large  tree 
situated  near  or  at  the  edge  of  a clearing.  There  he  can 
sit  and  call  or  dispute  the  possession  of  his  favorite 
perch  with  another  of  his  kind  or  another  bird,  which  tries 
to  sit  there,  and  where  he  can  occasionally  drop  down  to 
the  ground  for  a tender  morsel  and  fly  back  to  his  perch 
again.  This  habit  is  peculiar  to  Halcyon  chloris.  If  he 
is  taking  a drink  of  water,  he  will  fly  back  to  his  perch 
after  each  mouthful  and  have  a good  look  around  before  he. 
goes  back  for  another  dainty  sip. 

Halcyon  will  attack  chickens,  and  have  been  known 
to  kill  them  by  striking  them  on  the  head.  Some  planters 
report  that  thi3  bird  blinds  numerous  fowls  by  pecking  at 
their  eyes.  I know  of  no  reason  why  kingfishers  should  at- 
tack chickens  unless  it  be  that  the  fowl  is  picking  up  food 
the  bird  wishes  or  else  because  the  kingfisher  is  naturally  of 
a quarrelsome  disposition.  These  birds  are  continually 
flying  at  one  another,  chasing  and  pulling  out  feathers. 

Stomach  contents:  cycads;  twice,  rhinoceros 
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beetles,  grasshoppers,  green  beetles,  flat  beetles,  kunai 

grass,  vegetable  matter,  crabs;  once,  a caterpillar. 

Lihir  - taken;  common 
Malle  - 

Mashet  - " 

Mahur  - " n 

50.  Merops  orna  tus : - 

Specimens  were  preserved  in  alcohol.  A few 
were  found  on  Lihir  early  in  September.  Perched  in  the 
gardens  and  clearings  where  one  could  see  them  gyrating 
in  the  air,  gracefully  pursuing  insects  and  returning  with 
their  catch  to  a dead  limb. 

51.  Eurystomas  or i entails 

Three  specimens  of  this  bird  were  taken,  one  on 
Lihir,  one  on  Mashet,  and  one  on  Mahur,  all  by  the  same  boy. 
1 neither  heard  nor  saw  the  bird  anywhere  in  the  group,  nor 
lid  my  other  shoot-boys,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  me 
to  say  anything  about  the  bird  here. 

Stomach  contents:  Green  St.  Matthias  beetles  in 

two  specimens. 

52.  Hi  run  do  tahi  taoa:  - 

When  we  first  went  to  Lihir  I was  told  that  this 
bird  would  be  found  on  the  western  side  of  Lihir  Island  in 
the  overhanging  limestone  cliffs,  which  Jut  out  into  the 
water.  Unfortunately,  when  we  reached  the  western  side  of 
the  island,  the  birds  were  not  there.  Probably  Hirundo 

Us®s  these  cliffs  during  the  nesting  season  in  March  (time 
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of  Father  Meyer’s  visit).  At  other  time,  I think  they 
must  migrate  spasmodically  around  the  group.  Most  of 
our  examples  were  taken  on  the  sand  beach  at  Kali®  where 
individual  stragglers  were  found  perched  on  driftwood, 
while  those  on  Lihir  were  found  perched  on  stones  in  the 
rivers  well  in  the  interior  of  the  island. 

Stomach  contents:  gnats,  flys,  flying  ants. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malle  - 

Mashet  - reported  as  stragglers. 

Kahur  * " 

53.  Lalage :- 

One  associates  this  bird  with  secondary  growth, 
bamboo  thickets,  and  the  fringing  half-way  forest,  at  the 
edge  of  kunai  patches.  Once  in  a while  he  can  be  heard 
ia  the  true  forest  and  upon  the  rarest  of  instances  is 
found  in  a cocoanut  plantation*  His  peouliar  little  "Nur 
tur  nur"  screeches  or  his  more  screechy  "chip— nur  chip-nur" 
is  not  to  be  confused  with  anything  else  in  the  bush.  He 
is  a friendly  little  thing  and  if  his  partner  is  shot  he 
toll  not  appear  in  the  least  disturbed  but  will  remain  in 
idle  vicinity  long  enough  for  you  to  collect  him  if  you  want 
tom.  I do  not  think  the  species  on  Lihir  is  nearly  as  ac- 
tive as  the  same  bird  on  New  Britain. 

Even  though  this  bird  has  an  abundance  of  feathers 
be  is  not  an  easy  one  to  make  into  a desirable  skin. 

Stomach  contents:  black  seeds,  beetles,  small 
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black  berries. 


Lihir  - taken 
Malle  - observed 
Mashet  - " 

Mahur  — not  recorded 

54.  Edolisoma:  - 

Edolisoma  was  found  to  be  far  more  common  on 
Mashet  and  the  small  island  of  Malie  than  on  Mahur  or 
Lihir.  In  fact,  I would  almost  call  it  rare  on  Lihir. 

Those  taken  on  Lihir  were  found  in  the  true  forest  where 

they  appeared  very  shy  indeed. 

On  Mashet  they  restricted  themselves  to  the  tops 
of  high  trees  and  thiokets  of  secondary  growth.  I always 
observed  them  in  small  flocks,  i.e.,  if  one  came  to  a tree 
it  was  not  long  before  one  found  a small  flock  of  them 
there.  They  appeared  very  active  and  were  forever  and  al 
ways  chasing  one  another  in  and  about  the  tops  of  trees  or 
from  one  tree  to  another.  Their  shrill  call  "whowheet  w 

whowheet"  could  be  heard  continuously  while  they  were  working 
about  in  the  trees. 

With  this  species, wherever  I have  been,  the  females 
and  juveniles  are  much  more  easily  obtained  than  the  adult 
hales.  The  latter  appears  to  be  far  more  reserved  than 

aither  of  the  other  two. 

Stomaoh  contents:  grasshoppers,  yellow  seeds, 

Worms,  onoe  a spider,  Mantid. 

Lihir  - not  common 
Malie  - common 

Mashet  - " 

Mahur  — " 
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55.  Cisticola: - 

Found  everywhere  in  kunai,  in  grass  patches, 
around  native  gardens,  even  grassy  areas  around  the  planta- 
tion at  Landolowit. 

His  pleasant  little  sibilation  can  be  heard  al- 
most any  hour  of  the  day.  One  could  not  call  Clsticola 
shy.  in  fact,  I should  call  him  bold, for  he  seems  to  like 
nothing  better  than  to  let  an  intruder  approach  to  almost 
within  a few  feet  of  him  before  he  will  arise  from  his 
perch  on  a stem  of  grass  and  fly  a few  yards  only  to  dart 
into  the  grass  and  hide.  No  sooner  is  the  observer  gone 
than  he  will  arise  to  the  tops  of  the  grass  again  and  con- 
tinue his  serenade. 

Stomach  contents : kunai  and  grass  seeds,  small 

flies,  worms. 

Lihir  - taken;  common 
Malie  — observed 
Mashet  - taken 
Mahur  - observed 

Rhipidura  rufiventrls  glgantear- 

Rhipidura  is  found  everywhere  in  the  bush  and  at 

all  elevations  in  the  island  of  Lihir.  One  finds  them  in 
pairs  or  in  flocks.  They  appear  to  move  in  waves  where- 
ever  they  go.  It  is  possible  for  one  to  travel  for  hours 
through  the  bush  and  not  meet  with  them, but  once  running 
across  them  he  may  have  Rhlpiduras  about  him  all  the  rest 
of  the  day.  They  are  very  active,  fond  of  chasing  one 


another,  and  of  displaying,  either  in  the  air  or  while 
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One  finds 


perched  on  the  limb  of  a shrub  or  small  tree* 
them  in  low  trees  in  true  forest  as  rule,  though  they  are 
known  to  frequent  the  highest  tips  of  tall  trees  as  well 
as  secondary  bush*  On  occasions  one  sees  them  dangerous- 
ly close  to  salt  water*  On  rare  instances,  especially 
just  when  night  is  coming  on,  they  will  sit  quietly  with- 
out paying  any  particular  attention  to  the  intruder,  at 
other  times  they  are  always  moving  about,  at  the  same  time 
uttering  a sort  of  crisp  little  call. 

Stomaoh  contents:  beetles,  black  ants,  yellow 

flies,  bees,  gnats. 

Lihir  only. 

57*  Rhipidura  tricolor 

Rare  indeed  and  only  observed  on  Lihir  Island,  I 
presume  such  as  inhabit  Lihir  Island  are  stragglers  from 
New  Ireland. 

58*  Monarcha  chrysomela:  - 

This  beautiful  bird  with  his  pleasing  little 
sibilations  belongs  to  the  secondary  bush  in  the  Lihir  Group* 
There  we  found  him  in  flocks  of  three,  four,  and  five,  feed- 
ihg  and  chasing  one  another  through  the  low  trees.  They 
°sll  almost  continuously  so  that  one  has  no  difficulty  in 
locating  them  whan  they  are  around. 

The  male,  with  his  beautiful  orange  head  and  back, 
is  far  more  conspicuous  and  bold  than  the  female*  Chrysomela 
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has  a beautiful  little  before-daylight  song  of  about  five 
notes,  which  he  repeats  continuously  until  daylight.  He 
begins  this  song  about  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  is 
on  Lihir  one  of  the  first  birds  to  commence  singing.  Only 
in  very  rare  instances  does  one  hear  this  before -daylight 
song  at  any  other  time  and  that  would  be  just  at  twilight. 

It  was  purely  by  accident  when  I was  in  secondary  bush 
looking  for  night  hawks  or  anything  which  might  present  it- 
self  that  I was  able  just  at  dark  to  hear  and  identify  this 
wonderful  morning  song. 

Stomach  contents:  ants,  ant  larvae,  flying  ants, 

black  and  green  beetles,  small  fly,  and  gnats. 

Lihir  - taken ; common 
Malie  and  Sinebait  - observed 
Mashet  — observed 
Mahur  — not  observed 

Iionarcha  cinerasoens  perpallida:- 

This  species  occurs  only  on  Lihir.  I might  mention 
ia  every  instance,  except  one,  the  specimens  shewed  definite 
Juvenile  characteristics,  such  as  the  skull  not  being  ossified 
either  partially  or  not  at  all,  the  corners  of  the  mouth 
being  yellow  and  not  too  well  defined,  and  the  bones  soft. 

Is  it  possible  that  this  is  a juvenile  impedlens. 
visiting  on  Lihir? 

Stomach  contents:  black  beetles,  shining  beetles, 
small  worm. 

Monaroha  cinerasoens  impediens:  - 

This  bird  is  restricted  to  Malie,  Sinebeit,  Mandan, 
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and  Imbohr,  the  four  little  islands  formed  on  one  reef* 
Cinerascens  here,  like  his  counterpart  on  Lihir,  inhabits 
thick  secondary  growth  or  thickets  and  is  usually  found 
within  a few  feet  of  the  ground*  He  is  active  but  some- 
what jerky  in  his  movements,  particularly  in  his  jerky 
flight,  like  that  of  Philemon  on  New  Britain. 

’.Then  perched  he  is  forever  erecting  the  feathers 
of  his  crest  and  calling  with  his  shrill  little  cry.  It 
is  strange  that  neither  this  species  or  the  former  are 
found  on  Mashet  or  Mahur. 

Stomach  contents:  shining  beetles,  white  worms, 

flying  ants,  gnats* 

61*  Pachycephala  neuhausl r - 

This  individual  is  found  on  Sinebeit  and  Malie 
where  he  is  very  active  in  the  thickets  and  secondary  growth. 
Stomach  contents:  ants,  beetles,  gnats,  flies. 

62*  Pachycephala  ottomeyerl : — 

Found  only  on  Lihir.  This  Pachycephala  is  much 
larger  than  his  counterpart  on  Malie.  He,  like  neuhausl , 
belongs  almost  entirely  in  secondary  growth  and  deep  thickets 
In  the  true  bush.  Pachycephala  is  practically  almost  always 
found  in  small  flocks  or  waves,  as  we  call  it.  That  is,  if 
°ne  encounters  an  individual  in  the  bush  it  is  only  a few 
Minutes  until  numbers  are  to  be  found.  At  times  the  birds 
ere  shy,  while  at  others  both  the  male  and  female  vie  with 
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one  another  in  pouring  out  one  or  more  of  their  various 
songs. 

Father  Meyer  thinks  that  the  call  of  ottomeyeri 
is  harsher  than  that  of  finsoni , if  anything,  I would  say 
that  call  is  louder  or  bolder,  Paohyoephala  once  heard 
in  the  bush  is  not  difficult  to  follow  and  obtain.  If 
one  wounds  a specimen  and  permits  it  to  cry,  it  is  not 
long  until  the  bush  is  full  of  individuals  offering  their 
sympathy. 

Stomach  contents:  ants,  crane  flies,  beetles, 

bees. 

63  • Aplonis  me  tallica:- 

Despite  the  fact  that  this  bird  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  common  in  this  part  of  the  world,  he  is  still 
among  the  most  interesting.  I believe  that  he  is  a full 
fledged  mimic,  for  even  at  this  late  date  it  is  possible 
for  him  to  get  off  a new  call  that  is  unknown  to  me. 

This  Aplonis  travels  in  flocks,  hither  and  yon. 

In  search  of  berries  of  all  kinds,  pau-pau,  vegetables,  etc 
etc.  He  is  to  be  encountered  everywhere,  including  kunai 
patches,  and  will  even  come  down  the  reefs  to  drink  salt 
Water  every  morning  or  evening  as  he  sees  fit.  Aplonis 
me  tallica  also  furnishes  amusement  for  such  birds  as 
Maoropygia  amboinensis  and  Haliastur  indus  and  others  who 
delight  in  scattering  them. 

Large  trees  harboring  nesting  colonies  of  these 
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birds  are  to  be  found  everywhere  throughout  all  the  islands. 

Stomach  contents:  berries  of  all  kinds,  fruits, 

pau-pau,  never  insects. 

64.  Aplonis  oanteroides: - 

The  difference  between  this  bird  and  me  tallica. 

out  side  of  their  tails,  which  are  sometimes  in  moult  and 

confusing,  is  best  expressed  by  their  voices.  This 

species  has  a very  weak,  inoffensive  little  voice,  which 

is  rarely  heard,  while  me  tallica  is  rarely  silent,  either 

day  or  night.  Me  tallica  nests  in  colonies  and  makes 

large  bunglesome  handing  nests  of  tree  roots  and  fibers. 

Oanteroides  also  nests  in  colonies  if  there  are  enough 

holes  in  dead  trees  to  allow  them  to  make  up  a colony; 

otherwise  they  must  nest  individually  and  travel  about  in 

flocks.  Me  tallica  and  oanteroides  do  feed  together  and 

travel  together,  even  going  so  far  as  to  visit  one  another s 

nesting  colonies,  though  I don’t  think  they  nest  in  close 

proximity  to  one  another. 

Stomach  contents:  berries,  figs. 

On  lihir  - common 

Malie  - taken 

Mashet  - no  record 

Mahur  - no  record 

65.  Cinnyris  jugularis:  - 

Of  the  two  species,  this  one  seems  to  prefer  lemon 
trees,  flowering  hibiscus,  garden  flowers,  etc.,  living 

around  native  dwellings  or  cocoanut  plantations.  One 
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could  almost  call  him  the  "dickey  bird  type”-  when  com- 
paring his  habitat  with  that  of  his  darker  brother.  Small 
boys  dearly  love  to  catch  them,  tie  the  feet  and  place 
them  in  their  hair  or  tie  a string  to  the  bird  and  throw 
it  about  in  the  air  until  they  tire  of  the  game  and  either 
destroy  the  bird  or  throw  it  away.  After  all  jugularis 
becomes  more  of  a friend  than  ornithological  specimen  and 
one  expects  to  find  them  around  the  camp,  where  his  cheer- 
ful little  squeaking  can  be  heard  during  all  hours  of  the 
day. 

Lihir  - taken 

Malie  - observed 

Mashet  - taken 

Mahur  - observed 

Stomach  contents:  flower  pollen  and  nectar. 

66.  Cinnyri s serioea:- 

This  honey  sucker  belongs  to  secondary  bush  and 
flowering  trees  of  the  true  forest.  Sometimes  on  occasions 
a pair  of  them  will  find  their  way  into  the  cocoanut 
plantation  but  not  frequently.  They  are  to  be  found  in 
flocks  with  the  black  male  predominating;  in  fact,  I found 
it  rather  difficult  to  find  a female  on  Lihir.  Possibly 
she  is  more  retiring. 

Stomach  contents:  neotar. 

Only  found  on  Lihir. 
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1.  Large  Flying  Fox:- 

This  individual  is  very  common  on  Lihir  where 
he  spends  his  daylight  hours  hanging  from  the  tops  of 
caliphilium  trees  where  one  sees  him  during  the  heat  of 
the  day,  fanning  himself  and  trying  to  keep  cool.  This 
flying  fox  i3  not  only  preyed  upon  by  the  eagle  but  by 
natives  as  well.  Natives  are  forever  hurling  stones  into 
trees  of  flying  foxes  in  the  hope  that  they  can  accidently 
kill  one  and  have  a meal.  This  animal  feeds  entirely  at 
night  on  large  berries  of  all  sorts,  fruit-bearing  trees, 
bananas,  pau-paus,  etc. 

2.  Opossum:  - 

This  mamtnnl  is  not  very  common  on  Lihir.  He  is 
a fruit  eater  who  restricts  himself  to  the  true  forest. 

Two  newly  born  babies  were  removed  from  the  pouch 
of  the  female  forwarded  and  placed  in  alcohol  to  be  sent  on 
later. 

3.  Tube-nosed  Fox:- 

4.  Black  Fox 

5.  Dish  Fox 

These  three  mammals  come  out  from  their  hiding 
places  in  limestone  cliff 3 or  the  under  surfaces  of  leaves 
Just  at  dark  at  night.  If  one  watches  very  carefully,  he 
will  see  them  fly  out  into  the  salt  water  where  they  quench 
their  thirst  before  starting  their  nocturnal  pursuit  of 
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I believe  also  that  the  two  smaller  species  are 
insectivorous,  for  one  finds  them  flying  in  the  same 
locality  as  Capr~t mulgus . I shall  be  able  to  report  more 
fully  on  this  from  the  Tabar  Islands. 

This  concludes  the  Lihir  collection 


BIRDS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  LIHIR  GROUP  — NOT 
COLLECTED  — BUT  RECORDED  EITHER  BY  FATHER 
MEYER  OR  MYSELF. 

!•  Puffinus  tenuirostrisr  - 

Unfortunately  I passed  down  St.  George  Channel 
at  night,  when  I was  enroute  to  the  Lihir  Group,  and  had 
to  forgo  the  pleasure  of  observing  this  species. 

2.  Sterna  dougallir-  observed. 

3.  Sterna  hirundo  longipennes:  - (Long  winged  species) 
observed. 

4.  Sterna  sumatrana:-  observed 

5.  Anous  minutus:  - observed 

6.  Sula  leuoogaster:  - observed  at  sea. 


. jt'T 

Jr  . 

1 • ' ■ r 

3miss  9.;-  :-i  : 9r  io£  , ; --‘.iv  — 

C 

. 


■ ■ ■ : - > 


tok  — ojjohd  Tim j : T.  Err  c . >c  izm 
■ ■■  ' *;  L : y t ~ ' mT 

. - 

qo?-i .ifl&J 

&:  v ' . ' . ' -T  M - 

bud  bn*  ,^-0-iC  iW|J  ox»  o*  a*  o*in-  3*  I " 

. j " • ■'  ' : " 0 ’ 


. ■ ‘ £. 'IL'j-J'J:. . 

(sale sqc  f>9gfl^  sn-  - taext;,^!  .col  JmiX-Y.  «£S£L^. 


'■  - -J  i:.~Y 


- ; i©i  a bz  C ’ ' = Y.  : is'Jzl . 


, - 


IfM  °\ 

7.  Sul  a daoylatra:  observed  at  sea 

8.  Fregata  arlel:  w " " 

9.  Fregata  minor;  n " " 

10.  Turnstone:  observed  once  on  Mashet 

11.  Bsaous  magnirostrl3:  was  not  observed 

12.  Anas  superollliosa:  observed  onoe  near  Landolowit. 

13.  Avioeda  suboristata:  Not  observed  during  our  visit 

but  well  known  to  natives  who  have  visited  New 
Ireland.  Probably  a casual  or  straggler  visit 
Lihir. 

14.  Falco  melanogenys:  The  Mon  potz  or  Mon  poz»  of  Father 

Meyer’s  list.  I observed  it  once  but  could  not 
obtain  the  bird.  The  bird,  its  call  or  cry,  and 
its  habits  are  well  known  to  the  natives  who  more 
or  less  recognize  it  as  a migrant.  This  bird  also 
also  figures  in  the  culture  of  Lihir  Island  which 
makes  it  doubly  hard  to  get  the  natives  to  talk 
about  it.  The  natives  of  Mashet  are  particularly 
well  acquainted  wi  th  the  bird. 

15.  Hypotaenldia:  No  record  of  this  bird  from  the  natives. 

16.  Myristioivora:  Some  natives  recognize  this  species 

from  New  Ireland  but  not  from  Lihir. 
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17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


Maoropygia  nlgriros tris.  This  bird  called  "lando”  on 
Father  Meyer’s  list  was  not  met  with.  Neither  could 
I find  a native  who  recognized  this  name.  Possibly 
this  is  a word  in  a dialect  that  I did  not  meet 
with,  or  a description  of  a New  Ireland  bird.  The 
bird  is  not  on  Lihir  (to  my  knowledge). 


Domicella:  Seen  on  Mashet  Island  once  and  known  to 

occur  on  Lihir  at  times. 


Quoulus  op tatus  r Observed  twice  on  Mahur  Island  but  I 
couldn’t  get  the  specimen. 

Soythrops  novaehollandia : There  was  pair  on  Mashet 


Island  that  we  tried  for  a week  to  get  but  couldn’t 
scale  the  limestone  cliffs  quickly  enough  before 
they  flew  away.  Also  heard  a number  of  times  in 
the  mountains  of  Lihir  Island. 

Ninox:  As  recorded  previously,  this  turned  out  to  be 

Falco  melanogenya. 


Collooalia  fuciphaga:  This  small  swift  with  the  white 

rump  was  not  met  with  though  I hunted  for  it 
diligently. 


Halcyon  ohloris  subsp.  : Was  not  recognizable  by  body 

measurements  and  comparisons. 


24.  Halcyon  sanota:  Not  observed  during  our  stay. 
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25.  Petroohiledon:  Did  not  find  it. 

26.  Lliaftrar  I could  not  find  it. 

27.  Dioaeum:  I could  not  find  this  species  either. 

28.  Zoster  ops:  I could  not  find  this  species  either. 

29.  Lon chur a : This  turned  out  to  be  Exoalfactorla. 

There  is,  apparently,  no  finch  on  the  Island. 
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Tabar  Group 


The  Tabar  Group  of  islands,  five  in  number, 
lie  in  Latitude  2°  40'  south  and  152°  east  Longitude. 
They  lie,  roughly,  15  miles  and  more  due  north  of  the 
center  of  New  Ireland  Island  in  the  Bismarck  Archi- 
pelago. 

They  are  all  populated,  heavily  forested, 
and  are,  like  all  other  small  islands  of  this  island, 
the  remains  of  ancient  volcanoes. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  surveyed  this  group 
from  January  12th  to  31st  inclusive,  1935.  Due  to 
lack  of  time  only  a hurried  survey  could  be  made  of 
the  whole  but  a representative  collection  was  brought 
together. 

Camp  was  established  at  the  village  of  Dataro 
at  the  southwestern  end  of  the  Island  of  Tabar. 

Here,  due  to  the  oncoming  Northwest  Monsoon, 
we  were  in  difficulties  from  the  start  to  the  finish 
of  our  time.  In  fact  we  experienced  20  days  of  con- 
tinuous rain  and  high  winds. 

In  this  case,  the  local  natives  were  our 
saving  grace  as  they  cooperated  to  the  fullest  extent 
in  collecting  specimens  and  helping  us  with  the  survey. 
I would  add  further  that  these  Tabar  people  were  among 
the  finest  we  met  in  all  of  our  stay  in  the  South  Seas. 

This  is  the  first  ornithological  survey  ever 
undertaken  in  this  group. 

The  following  summary  though  brief  will  be 
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found  to  be  fairly  complete: 

Native  Names  of  Birds  of  Tabar  Island  - Tabar  Group 


1. 

Demiegretta  sacra 

Ko 

2. 

Nycricorax 

Kai 

3. 

Anas  supercilliosa 

Oo  nura  bahi  * 

4. 

Haliastur  indus 

Kin  nan  neh 

5. 

Accipiter  novaehollandia 

Lah  gah  si  si 

6. 

Cuncuma  leucogaster 

Man  nu  ram  bah 

7. 

Pandion  haliaetus 

Tu  lin  gau 

8. 

Megapodius 

Key  au 

9. 

Excalf actoria 

Vah  vah  kun  di  lah 

10. 

Hypotaenidia 

Bee  * lak 

11. 

Amaurornis 

Gum  bey  lu 

12. 

Porphyrio 

Kim  bah 

13. 

Ptilinopus  insolitus 

Buh  nem  bihr 

14. 

" rivolii 

Buh  neh  kep  ih  kep 

15. 

Ducula  pistrinaria 

Bah  ruh  nah  mur 

»-> 

cr> 

• 

" rubricera 

Bah  ruh  van  wahl 

17. 

Macropygia  amboinensis 

Oh  gwawk 

18. 

* rufa 

Kori  kori  pura* 

19. 

Re  inwardtoenas 

Boro  kon 

20. 

Chalcophaps  stephani 

Bah  lu  kum  biehr 

21. 

Gallicolumba  beccarii 

Ook  ook 

22. 

M Jobiensis 

Mann  mat  tah  lam 

23. 

Caloenas  nicobarica 

Um  bal 

24. 

Eos  cardinalis 

Tsi 

25. 

Trichoglossus 

Si  beyt 

25 
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26.  Charrao  synopsis 

27.  Micropsitta 

28.  Eclectus  (male) 

w (female) 

29.  Geoff royus 

30.  Cacomantis 

31.  Caprimulgus 

32.  Collocalia  franclca 

33.  " ruciphaga 

34.  Collocalia  esculents 

35.  Hemiprocne 

36.  Alcedo  atthis 

37.  Alcyone  pusilla 

38.  Ceyx  lepidus 

39.  Halcyon  saurophaga 

40.  Halcyon  chloris 

41.  Pitta  mackloti 

42.  Lalage 

43.  Edolisoma 

44.  Cisticola 

45.  Rhipidura  rufiventris 

46.  Rhipidura  tricolor 

47.  Monarcha  alecto 

48.  Monarcha  chrysomela 

49.  Monarcha  cinerescens 

50.  Pachycephala 

51.  Aplonis  metallica 

52.  Cinnyris  jugularis 

53.  " sericea 
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Pah  go 
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Govin  govi  sau 
Man  mat  i lam 
Rah  tz  eh 
Go  go  vis  sau 
Tsung  gi  lah 
Lah  tsiu 
Su  su  wahn  nu 
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54.  Myzomela  pulchella 

55.  All  flying  foxes 

56.  O'possum 


Tsu  tsuen  dah  lah 


Bek  kah* 


Ahn  dohr 


Birds  of  Tabar  Island  Tabar  Group 


1.  Fregata  minor:  Observed  sailing  above  the  island. 

I presume  that  these  migrate  over  from  Nusan  Daula 
near  Kavieng  Island. 

2.  Demigretta  sacra:  Observed  on  several  occasions 

flying  along  the  reefs.  I should  not  call  it  common 
in  this  locality. 

3.  Nycticorax:  One  female  taken.  They  do  not  appear 

to  be  common  in  this  locality.  They  were  not 
frequently  heard  at  nighty  as  is  often  the  case 
where  there  is  plenty  of  mangrove  swamps. 

4.  Dupetor : One  was  observed  in  the  forest  - not 

common. 

5.  Anas  supercilliosa:  One  juvenile  was  saved  in  al- 

cohol. The  natives  report  this  species  quite  com- 
com  in  other  parts  of  the  island. 

6.  Aviceda  subcristata:  This  species  was  observed 

once.  I would  not  call  it  common  but  probably  a 
straggler  from  New  Ireland. 

7.  Haliastur  Indus : Quite  common  about  the  island. 

8.  Acc ipiter  novaeho  11  andia:  Six  malea  and  eight 
females  were  taken.  This  species  is  very  common 
on  this  particular  island.  I could  have  easily 
taken  a large  series  but  had  to  proportion  some 
time  to  the  other  species.  As  recorded  on  Male’ 
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Island  on  Lihir  Group,  this  species  spends  much  time 
perched  in  the  cocoanut  trees  near  human  habitation. 

It  does  not  seem  to  fear  natives  as  hawks  do  in  so 
many  localities. 

9.  Cun  cum  a leucogaster ; One  male  and  one  female  were 
taken.  Others  were  observed  at  various  times 
during  our  stay.  One  was  seen  flying  low  under 
trees  in  the  true  forest  which  is  indeed  a rare 
thing  for  the  large  sea  eagle  to  do. 

10.  Pandion  haliaetus : Observed  and  common  along  the 

reefs • 

11.  Megapodius;  Two  males  were  taken.  This  species 
is  very  common  throughout  the  island. 

12.  Excalf  actor  i a:  This  species  is  reported  as  oc- 

curing  in  the  isolated  kuani  grass  on  the  island  of 

Tab.ar.  I searched  for  it  several  times  but  did  not 
find  a specimen.  I suspect  that  it  migrates  over 
from  New  Ireland. 

15.  Hypotaenidia:  One  male  was  taken.  This  bird  is 

probably  common  in  certain  parts  of  the  island.  It 
is  a native  totem  and  protected  by  the  kanakas. 

14.  Porzana  clnerea;  Probably  on  the  island  though  we 
did  not  encounter  it  there. 

15.  Amaurornisi  Reported 

16.  Porphyrlo:  One  male,  four  females.  Very  common 

in  the  swamp  and  lowland  areas.  Their  shrill 
whistle-like  cry  can  be  heard  early  in  the  morning 
and  well  into  the  night. 
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Tringa  hypoleuca: 


Observed  a few 


LI* 
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18.  Yellow  legs 

19.  Numenius 
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20.  Charadrius 
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21.  Sterna  bergll 


Stragglers 


22.  Ptil inopus  superbus:  Observed  and  heard  as 

common  throughout  the  island. 

23.  Ptil  inopus  lnsolitus : One  male  and  one  female 

taken.  They  are  moderately  common  about  the  island. 
I have  noticed  that  this  species  has  a bad  habit  of 
turning  up  in  the  most  unexpected  places. 

24.  Ptil  inopus  rivolii : Three  males  and  one  female 

taken.  By  far  the  most  common  dove  in  the  islands 
and  because  it  is  rather  quiet  is  often  overlooked. 

25.  Ducula  pistrinar ia:  A few  were  observed  but  far 

from  common. 

26.  Ducula  rubricera:  Observed  but  not  common.  A long 

line  through  a number  of  years  of  Chinese  traders 
have  diminished  the  ranks  of  this  and  the  former 
species. 

27.  Maeropygia  rufa;  One  female  taken.  Probably 
tolerably  common  but  rather  difficult  to  locate. 

Far  more  reserved  than  the  following. 

28.  Maeropygia  amboinensis:  Two  males  and  two  females. 

Moderately  common. 

29.  Reinwardtoensa;  Two  males  and  two  females.  Common. 

30.  Chalcophaps : Observed  and  common. 
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42. 

43. 

44. 


45. 


Gallicolumba  beccar ii : Reported 

Gallicolumba  .joblensis;  One  female;  rare. 

Caloenas  nlcobar ica:  One  male  and  one  female  but 

common. 

Domicella:  Casual  visitor.  Observed. 

Eos  cardinalis:  One  female.  Common  in  cocoanut 

trees  as  well  as  true  bush. 

Tr ichoglossus:  One  female.  Quite  common. 

Charmosynopsis  placentis ; Two  males  and  two  females. 
Moderately  common  in  the  plantation. 

Micropsitta:  Six  males  and  one  female.  Tolerably 

common.  Strange  how  this  little  bird  associates 
himself  with  Nepa  palm  and  swampy  areas.  I have 
come  to  believe  that  he  makes  such  places  his  home 
and  only  migrates  up  through  the  true  forest  when 
the  quest  for  food  drives  him  there. 

Eclectus:  One  male  and  one  female.  Very  common 

everywhere.  Even  in  trees  in  the  villages  though 
the  natives  throw  stones  at  them  continously . 

Geof froyus;  One  female.  Very  common  all  over 
the  island. 

Cacoroantis:  Two  males.  Fairly  common. 

Scy  t hr  ops;  Heard  occasionally. 

Caprimulgus;  Reported  on  other  islands  of  the  group. 
Collocalia  esculenta:  Eight  males  and  seven  females. 

Common  all  over  the  islands. 

Collocalia  francica:  Two  males.  Moderately  common 


in  some  places,  such  as  isolated  kunai  patches  and 
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sometimes  in  Native  gardens  and  cocoanut  plantations. 

46.  Collocalia  fuciphaga:  Not  common;  a few  were  ob- 

served with  the  larger  species. 

47.  Hemiprocne:  Four  males  and  two  females.  Common. 

48.  Alcedo  at  this:  Three  males  and  one  female.  Very 

common  along  rivers  which  is  unusual  and  also  along 
the  sea  beaches.  One  often  sees  them  hovering 
over  a shallow  reef  and  later  diving  for  small 
fishes. 

49.  Alcyone  pusilla;  Four  males.  Quite  common  here 
along  upper  rivers  of  all  places.  The  natives 
would  not  collect  them  for  us  as  this  particular 
species  is  a totem  of  their  tribe. 

50.  Ceyx  lepidus:  Two  males  and  two  females;  same  as 

above • 

51.  Halcyon  saurophaga:  Two  males.  Common  sea  beachers. 

52.  Halcyon  chloris:  Five  males  and  six  females;  common. 

55.  Eury  stomas:  Observed.  Very  shy  of  course. 

54.  Pitta  macklotii : Eight  males  and  six  females.  Com- 

mon all  over  the  island. 

55.  Hirundo:  Reported. 

56.  Lalage : Three  males  and  six  females.  Common. 

57.  Edolisoma;  Two  males  and  two  females.  Not  too  com- 
mon. 

58.  Cisticola:  Three  females.  A few  in  the  kunai 

grasses . 

59.  Rhipidura  rufiventris;  Five  males  and  two  females. 
Common  throughout  the  bush. 


Rhipidura  tricolor:  One  female  for  record;  common 

Monarcha  alecto:  One  male.  The  female  was  never 


60. 

61. 

encountered.  It  is  possible  that  this  species  is 
a migrant  from  New  Ireland. 

62.  Monarcha  chrysomela:  Five  males  and  four  females. 

Common. 

63.  Monarcha  cinerescens;  Four  males  and  two  females. 

Not  too  common. 

64.  Pachycephala  pectoralis:  Seven  males  and  five 

females. 

65.  Aplonis  metalllca:  One  male.  Common. 

66.  Aplonis  cantaroides:  Observed  as  common. 

67.  Cinnyris  jugularis:  Observed  as  common. 

68.  Cinnyris  sericea;  Five  males  and  one  female.  Common. 

69.  Myzomela  pulchella:  Eleven  males  and  one  female. 

Common  in  the  tops  of  high  trees  in  the  Mangrove 
swamps  which  makes  them  difficult  to  obtain. 

Fourty- two  species,  one-eighty-seven  individuals. 

Mammal  List  of  Tabar  Island.  Tabar  Group 

1.  Black  flying  fox,  white  collar t One  specimen. 

Sleeps  during  the  day  under  leaves  in  the  true  f orest. 

2.  Black  flying-fox:  One  specimen.  One  specimen  same 

as  above. 

3.  Large  red  flying- fox;  Two  taken.  Sleeps  in  the  tops 
of  very  high  trees. 

4.  Small  brown  bat:  Three  specimens, 

sleeps  during  the  day  in  caves. 
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5.  Dish-faced  bat:  Three  specimens.  Same, 

6.  Grey  bat:  Four  taken.  Common  and  in  caves 

as  above. 

7.  Opossum:  Three  taken  - in  the  true  forest. 

7 species,  17  individuals. 
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Tanga  Group 


The  Tanga  group  comprises  three  large  islands 
and  six  smaller  ones.  They  lie  in  Latitude  3°  30* 
south  and  153°  30'  east  Longitude.  They  are,  roughly, 
30  miles  north  and  east  of  the  southern  end  of  New 
Ireland. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  visited  here  from 
February  8 to  12  inclusive,  1935,  and  established  camp 
on  the  northernmost  island  called  Boang.  Unfortunately, 
this  was  the  poorest  island  of  the  group  in  the  way  of 
ornithological  material  but  the  only  one  affording  a 
safe  anchorage  for  a vessel  at  this  time  of  year.  Camp 
was  established  at  the  village  of  An  Fahr  near  the 
German  mission  station. 

Boang  island  is  populated  with  a race  of 
highly  christianized,  lazy,  worthless  natives  who  were 
of  no  assistance  to  us  in  bird  collecting.  There  is 
no  fresh  water  available,  the  only  supply  coming  from 
a stone  pit  near  the  beach  which  contains  brackish 
water. 

The  terrain  is  entirely  coral  and  sand  and 
covered  with  scrub  and  secondary  growth  timber.  It  is 
regrettable  that  camp  could  not  have  been  established 
on  one  of  the  other  islands  where  virgin  timber  and 
streams  of  fresh  water  are  present.  There  would  have 
been,  in  consequence,  a much  more  complete  represents- 
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tion  of  the  ornis  obtained. 

The  present  collections  are  far  from  being 

complete  and  lack  a number  of  species  which  un- 
doubtedly will  be  found  on  the  other  islands  by  the  next 
party  of  naturalists  who  visit  the  group. 

The  Whitney  Expedition  are  the  first  party  of 
ornithologists  to  visit  this  group  but  it  is  hoped  that 
Father  Schaefer  , the  resident  German  missionary  will 
collect  material  and  forward  it  to  Father  Otto  Meyer 
who  will  in  turn  send  the  same  to  Berlin  for  class  if  ica 

tion. 
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Monarcha  alecto  1 

" cinerescens  3 

Aplonis  me  tallica 

" cant  aro  ides  1 

Mino  dumontii  3 

Cinnyris  jugularis  1 

Small  flying  foxes 
Black  flying  fox  1 

Red  " » 

Opossum  1 
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The  following  brief  notes  cover  only  species 

represented  in  the  collections  and  not  those  observed: 

1.  Demiegretta  sacra:  Moderately  common  along  the 

beaches  and  sand  spits. 

2.  Nycticorax:  Common.  Roosts  in  bushes  and  trees 

in  the  interior  and  frequently  heard  flying  about 
the  island  at  night. 

3.  Accipiter  novaehollandia:  Rather  uncommon  on  this 

island.  One  encounters  it  in  the  cocoanut  trees 
where  it  hunts  for  grasshoppers. 

4.  Megapod ius:  Uncommon.  It  undoubtedly  nests  near 

the  hot  springs  in  the  Feni  Group  some  20  miles  to 
the  east  of  the  Tanga  Group. 

5.  Hypotaenidia;  Common,  but  difficult  to  obtain. 
Frequently  heard  calling  during  early  morning  and 
late  evening  hours.  One  finds  it  in  the  heavy 
undergrowth,  tangled  masses  of  vines  and  shrubs  near 
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native  gardens,  etc 


if 

6.  Macropygia  amboinensis:  Not  common  on  this  island 

but  probably  so  in  the  others  of  the  group. 

7.  Caloenas  nicobarica;  A common  migrant. 

8.  Eos  cardinalis;  Very  common  among  the  cocoanut 
trees  and  often  in  bands  of  8 and  10  among  the 
trees  in  the  interior  of  the  island. 

9.  Trichoglossus:  Not  nearly  as  common  as  the  preceding 

and  considerably  more  retiring  at  this  place.  The 
former  chase  the  latter  out  of  the  cocoanut  trees. 

10.  Charmosynopsls:  Not  common  here . 

11.  Cuculus  opt  at  us;  Rare  migrant. 

12.  Cacomantis:  Very  common;  heard  everywhere. 

13.  Tyto  alba:  Very  common  for  this  species.  Lives 

in  the  coralline  coves  scattered  throughout  the 
island.  Food  consists  almost  entirely  of  mice  and 
rats . 

14.  Hemi procne:  Common.  Observed  regularly  sitting  on 

dead  limbs  of  trees. 

15.  Alcedo  at  this:  Common  on  the  sea  beach. 

16.  Halcyon  saurophaga:  A few  pair  were  observed  about 

the  sea  beaches. 

17.  Halcyon  chloris;  Common  everywhere. 

18.  Hirundo : Quite  common.  Observed  along  the  beaches 

flying  or  perched  on  stones  or  driftwood. 

19.  Edolisoma:  Common  in  highest  trees  in  the  secondary 

forest. 

20.  Rhipidura  rufiventris;  Very  common  in  the  bush. 
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21.  Monarcha  alecto . Common  in  the  bush. 

22.  Monarcha  cinerescens : Moderately  common  along  the 

beaches  and  in  the  bush. 

23.  Aplonis  cantaroides:  Not  common  and  rarely  en- 

countered. 

24.  Mino  dumontii:  Very  common j noisy  and  troublesome 

everywhere  • 

25.  Cinnyris  .jugular is : Common  everywhere  among 

flowering  bushes,  trees,  and  plants. 
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LIST  OF  BIRDS  EGGS  COLLECTED 

Set  Number1 

1.  Porphyrio  - set  of  4 eggs 

Malaita  Is,,  British  Solomons 

2,  Grauoalus  papuensis  - one  egg 

Bungula  Bay  - New  Britain  Island 

3-5  Casaurius  - 1 egg  each 
New  Britain  Island 

6.  Pufflnus  - one  egg 

Palau  Is.  - Caroline  Islands 

7.  Pitta  - 2 eggs 

New  Britain  Island 

8.  Habopteryx  - 1 egg 

New  Britain  Island 

9-11  Caprimulgus  - 1 egg  each 

New  Britain  Island 


12.  Reinwardtoenas  browni  - 1 egg 

New  Britain  Island 

13.  Hemiprocne  - 1 egg 
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Set  No 


14.  Porzana  cinerea  — 1 egg 

New  Britain  Island 

15-16  Amaurornis  - 2 eggs  each. 

New  Britain  Island 

17-19  Acrocephalus  - 3 eggs  each 

New  Britain  Island 

20.  Einnyris  jugularls  - 2 eggs 

New  Britain  Island 

21.  Rhipidura  rufiventris  - 2 eggs 

New  Britain  Island 

22.  Monarcha  alecto  - 2 eggs 

New  Britain  Island 

23.  Myzomela  cineracea  ■**  2 eggs 

New  Britain  Island 

24.  Monarcha  verticolis  - 2 eggs 

New  Britain  Island 

25.  Dioaeum  - 1 egg 

New  Britain  Island 

26-27  Collocalia  esculents  - 1 egg  each 

New  Britain  Island 
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Set  No. 


28-39 

Sterna  dougalli  - 1 egg  eaoh 

Talele  Islands  - New  Britain  Island 

40. 

Porzana  oinerea  - 4 eggs 

Lihir  Island  - Lihir  Group 

41-43 

Caprimulgus  - 1 egg  each. 

Long  Island  - New  Guinea 

44. 

Megapode  - 1 egg 

Lihir  Island  - Lihir  Group 

45-56 

Anous  minutus  - 1 egg  eaoh 

Skokoi  Island,  Sabben  Group 
Admiralty  Islands 
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LIST  OF  MAMMALS  COLLECTED 


(in  alcohol) 


San  Cristoval  Island  British  Solomons 
Phal  anger  1 

Malaita  Island 

Phalanger  6 

Pteropus  14 

Macroglossus  1 

Rennell  Island 

Pteropus  3 

Gower  Island 

Pteropus  S 

Small  bats  3 

Ontong  Java  Group 

Pteropus  9 

Ponape  Island  Caroline  Islands 

Pteropus  15 

Small  bats  9 (in  alcohol) 

Emballonura  1 

Kusaie  Island 

Pteropus  4 

Rattus  3 

Guam  Island  Marianne  Islands 

Pteropus  7 

Palau  Caroline  Islands 


Pteropus 
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New  Britain  Island 


Bismarck  Archipelago 


Macropus  1 

Phalanger  3 

Pteropus  6 

Ptsropus  ( sp ) 6 
Hydromys  1 

Pataurus  1 

Uromys  1 

Dobsonia  1 

Rhinolopus  (?)  1 
Nyc  timene  1 


Melonycteris  1 
Hipposideros  1 


Nov.  sp. 


Nov.  sp. 


Rooke  Island 

Phalanger  1 


Long  Island 

Phalanger  8 

Pteropus  1 


Manus  Island  Admiralty  Group 

Pteropus  3 

Phalanger  1 

Rambutyo  Island 

Pteropus  1 

Phalanger  4 
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Lihir  Island 


Lihir  Group 


Pteropus 

10 

(Also  Z juv.  alcohol} 

Phalanger 

Z 

(Also  2 juv.  alcohol) 

Nyctimene 

1 

Hipposideros 

1 

■ 

Pteropus  sp. 

z 

Island  Tabar  Group 

Phalanger 

3 

(also  alcohol) 

Pteropus 

Z 

ft  ft 

Dobsonia 

1 

(also  juv.  alcohol) 

Pteropus  sp. 

1 

ft  ft  ft 

Rhinolophus 

3 

(also  alcohol) 

Hipposideros 

3 

(also  alcohol) 

Melonycteris 

3 

ft  ft 

Assorted  specimens  in  alcohol. 

Boang  Island  Tanga  Group 

Pteropus  1 (also  juv.  alcohol) 

Phalanger  1 

Ulu  Island  Duke  of  York  Group 

Hipposideros  (in  alcohol) 
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